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TO  THE  READER. 


Ax  length,  after  tedious  expe&ation,  you  have  this 
long  wifhed-for  work  brought  to  an.  end.  There 
remains  nothing  now,  but  to  anfwer  a  few  objec¬ 
tions,  -which  may  be  made  again  ft  the  contents  of 
feme  letters  in  all  thefe  volumes,  and  particularly  in 
the  two  laft  ;  as  alfo,  to  give  you  an  account  of 
what  this  laft  volume  contains  of  remarkable,  more 
than  was  mentioned  in  the  preface  to  the  feventh, 
fome  things  being  there  omitted  through  hafte  and 
forgetfulnefs. 

As  to  the  obje£tions — Some  people,  more  precife 
than  they  need  to  be,  find  fault  with  our  Arabian  For 
the  feeming  lewdnefs  of  his  fentiments,  and  profane 
expreflions  of  God  and  his  works,  faying,  that  he 
writes  more  like  a  difciple  of  Carneades  and  Epicu¬ 
rus,  than  of  Mahomet,  who  taught  his  followers  to 
think  and  fpeak  with  profound  veneration  of  the  God¬ 
head,  and  of  all  faints  and  prophets.  They  add,  that 
in  fome  of  his  letters  he  fee  ms  to  banter  all  religion, 
whilft  in  others  he  appears  like  a  hypocrite,  extrava¬ 
gantly  devout  and  zealous,  even  to  the  heights  of  en- 
thufiafm  and  divine  madnefs. 

In  anfwer  to  this,  k  is  defired,  that  thefe  gentle^ 
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men  will  pieafe  to  co  chat  our  author,  though 

a  profefFed  Mahometan,  /et  is  a  man  endowed  with 
fenfe  and  reafon,  which  he  had  much  improved  by 
reading  of  hiftories,  by  the  ftudies  of  natural,  mo¬ 
ral,  and  political  things,  and  by  his  own  experi¬ 
mental  obfervations  in  the  world  :  That  therefore, 
when  he  feems  to  defcant  with  an  unwarrantable  li- 
berdnifm,  profanely  glancing  with  a  religious  kind 
of  wantonnefs  on  divine  matters,  it  ought  not  to  be 
taken  fo  much  for  his  own  proper  diredl  thoughts, 
as  the  refult  of  other  men’s  errors,  and  the  epidemi¬ 
cal  miftakes  and  fuperftitions  which  have  infected 
the  world  ■,  fo  that  he  rather  hints  at  what  may  be 
faid  by  way  of  inference,  from  the  groundlefs  opi¬ 
nions  cf  men,  than  to  affert  any  thing  pofitively 
hirnfelf  in  difhonour  of  the  Deity,  or  true  religion  ; 
and  he  banters  the  abufes  that  are  every  where  found 
in  the  fervice  of  God,  not  the  fervice  itfelf.  In  a 
word,  he  appears,  in  all  his  letters,  a  Deift,  rather 
than  an  Atheift,  as  fome  would  reprefent  him.  And 
it  is  well  enough  known  to  thofe  who  travel  in 
Turkey,  and  converfe  with  men  of  fenfe  there,  that 
there  are  abundance  of  Deifts  among  the  Mahome- 
tanSj  as  well  as  among  us  Chriltians  ',  and  our  Ara¬ 
bian  demonftrates  that  he  is  one  of  thefe,  in  thole 
very  letters,  or  periods  of  letters,  where  they  tax 
him  with  hypocrify  and  extravagant  devotion  ;  for 
being,  as  it  were,  abforbed  and  fwallowed  up  in 
the  profound  contemplation  of  the  divine  majefty, 
it  is  no  wonder  that  he  breaks  forth  into  raptures  of 
love,  and  ecftacies  of  admiration,  his  thoughts  being 
all  over  irradiated  with  the  incomprehenfible  and  e- 
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ternal  fplendours  *,  and  it  is  thefe  tranfcendant  ele¬ 
vations  of  the  foul,  which  are  the  caufe  of  that  con¬ 
tempt  and  low  efteem  he  fhows  toward  the  flat  and 
infipid  notions  and  ideas  which  the  generality  of  men 
have  of  the  Creator  of  all  things :  It  is  this  pro¬ 
vokes  him  to  mock  and  deride  the  vanity  of  human 
traditions  and  ceremonies,  the  ridiculous  pomp  and 
pageantry  of  external  religion,  which  is  apt  to  ex- 
haufi:  the  vitals  of  true  genuine  piety,  devotion,  and 
virtue. 

Others  are,  or  may  be  offended  at  his  hiftorical 
letters  of  the  four  monarchies,  alleging  that  thefe 
are  foreign  to  his  bufinefs,  as  an  agent  incognito  fof 
the  Grand  Signior.  The  fame  fault  they  find  with 
his  defcriptions,  charafters,  and  hiftories  of  the  pre-  * 
fent  commonwealths  in  Europe,  his  province  being 
to  watch  the  motions,  councils,  and  tranfa&ions  of 
the  living,  and  not  to  rehearfe  the  faffs  and  exploits 
of  the  dead. 

In  anfwer  to  this,  it  ought  to  be  confidered,  that 
though  the  primary  defign  of  the  Ottoman  Porte 
m  fending  this  Arabian  to  Paris,  was  to  penetrate 
;nto  the  fecrets  of  our  Chriftian  princes  and  ftates, 
and  to  return  conftant  intelligence  thereof  to  the  di¬ 
van,  yet  this  did  not  hinder  but  that  he  might  hold 
a  correfpondence  with  his  private  friends  in  Turkey, 
and  fend  them  frequent  letters  on  what  fubjefbs  he 
pleafed,  or  as  he  thought  would  moil  oblige  them  j 
much  lefs  could  he  be  excufed  from  obeying  the  or¬ 
ders  he  exprefsly  received  from  the  mufti,  or  any  o- 
ther  principal  minifter  of  ftate,  who  fhould  require 
him,  at  his  hours  of  leifure,  to  tranfcribe  either  an- 
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fient  or  modern  hiftories,  or  to  draw  collections  out 
of  the  rnoft  eminent  Greek  and  Roman  authors, 
knowing  him  to  be  fkilled  in  thofe  obfolete  lan¬ 
guages,  and  that  fuch  books  were  rare  among  the 
Turks,  by  reafon  that  printing  is  forbid  throughout 
the  Ottoman  empire  :  Therefore  he  could  do  no  lefs, 
in  duty  and  common  civility,  than  oblige  the  mufti 
with  an  abftraCt  of  the  four  monarchies,  which  he 
hirnfelf  had  offered  of  his  owp  accord,  and  likewife 
gratify  the  expectations  of  Hamet  the  l'ecretary  of 
ftate,  who  defired  to  be  informed  of  the  govern¬ 
ments,  laws,'  religion,  cuftoms,  manners,  and  cha¬ 
racters  of  us  Europeans,  which  our  Arabian  per¬ 
formed  as  well  as  he  could,  during  his  life  •,  and  had 
he  lived  longer,  there  is  no  doubt  but  he  would  have 
proceeded  in  defcribing  England,  Denmark,  Swede- 
land,  Ruffia,  Poland,  Hungary,  and  all  other  coun¬ 
tries  which  he  had  not  touched  upon  ;  but  it  feems 
he  was  fnatched  away  by  fome  fudden  and  furprifing 
fate,  though  not  altogether  unforefeen  •,  for  he  all 
along  intimates,  that  he  had  fome  prefages  of  being 
made  a  facrifice,  efpecially  v/hen  he  heard  of  the 
fudden  death,  or  difappearance  at  lead,  of  his  cor- 
refpondent  Nathan  Ben  Sad  u.  the  Jew  at  Vienna  ; 
for  then  he  plainly  tells  his  friend  Oglou  in  a  letter, 
that  he  fufpeCfed  he  was  made  away  by  an  order 
from  the  Porte,  and  that  he  exneCted  to  be  ferved 
fo  hirnfelf  in  a  little  time  j  and  it  is  poffible  it  might 
be  fo,  it  being  ufual  with  the  Turkiflb  court  thus  to 
reward  the  merits  of  their  rnoft  faithful  minifters, 
and  crown  all  their  fervices  with  martyrdom  to  the 
ftate. 
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As  to  what  this  lad  volume  contains  more  than 
was  exprefled  in  the  preface  to  the  feventh,  here 
you  have  an  account  of  the  horrid  poifoning  trade 
that  was  pra£Hfed  in  France  in  the  years  1 68 1  and 
1682  ;  as  alfo  fome  remarks  on  our  Popifh  plot ;  on 
the  great  comet  that  appeared  about  that  time;  with 
a  particular  abftradl  of  the  life,  and  an  account  of 
the  barbarous  murder  of  Dr.  Sharp,  archbifhop  of 
St.  Andrews  and  primate  of  Scotland.  He  alfo 
touches  upon  the  perfection  of  the  Huguenots  in 
France. 

But  that  which  ought  to  be  moft  taken  notice  of, 
is  a  letter  of  his  to  Nathan  Ben  Saddi,  wherein  he 
highly  extols  the  journal  of  Carcoa,  Nathan’s  prede- 
cefior  in  that  poft  ;  which  journal  the  tranflator  of 
thefe  volumes  underftanding  to  be  in  the  hands  of 
the  Italian,  who  firft  found  our  Arabian’s  papers, 
and  with  whom  he  has  fince  contracted  a  corre- 
fpondence,  he  has  endeavoured  to  prevail  with  him 
to  communicate  it  to  t-Jie  publifher  hereof ;  wherein 
if  he  fhall  be  fo  happy  as  to  fucceed,  he  will  in  due 
time  tranfmit  it  to  the  world  in  our  mother  tongue, 
to  the  fatisfaction  and  benefit  of  the  public. 

Reader,  farewel ;  and  envy  not  the  induflrious. 
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BOOK  I. 

LETTER  I. — Mahmut  the  Arabian  at  Paris ,  to  Me- 
hemet,  an  exiled  Eunu:h,  at  Grand  Cairo  In  Egypt. 

Wheth  es.  it  be  an  eject  of  thy  melancholy  letter,  or 
of  my  own  ugly  constitution,  I  know  not,  but  I  am  late¬ 
ly  grown  very  deiperate,  and  reiolved  upon  death  ;  I  am 
tired  with  whaifoever  I  have  yet  enjoyed  in  this  world, 
and  I  expect  no  greater  fatisfacfion  (hould  I  live  a  thou- 
fand  years.  Every  picafure  appears  but  the  fame  in  dif¬ 
ferent  forms  ;  and  they  all  agree  in  leaving  us  afflicted 
with  the  fame  or  greater  pain  than  they  found  us  in, 
which  is  a  fuScient  argument  to  a  man  of  fpirit,  that  he 
ought  to  die  in  purfuit  of  his  own  eafe. 

We  walk  here  on  earth  in  an  enchanted  circle  of  iha- 
dows  and  mockeries  ;  our  whole  life  is  full  of  vanity  and 
miitake  ;  every  man’s  fortune  is  but  a  repetition  of  that 
of  Ixion  ;  we  court  clouds  inftead  of  divinities,  and  our 
inoft  charming  fruitions  confift  in  emptinefs. 
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Indeed  all  this  vifible  world  is  but  a  mighty  pageant, 
a  pompous  emblem,  a  gaudy  type  of  that  invifible  region 
which  is  the  mother  of  fpirits.  Oh  !  that  it  were  lawful 
for  a  moital  to  releafe  his  foul  from,  its  long  irkfome  exile 
here  below,  and  fend  it  home  to  its  native  country,  the 
kingdom  of  divine  ideas  !  then  would  I  foon  launch  forth 
into  the  unknown  abyfs  :  But  we  muft  be  religned,  and 
not  think  much  to  bear  our  feveral  deftinies,  and  patient¬ 
ly  wait  for  the  appointed  hour  of  tranfmigration,  for  it  is 
in  vain  to  think  of  haftening  or  delaying  our  fate  ;  be- 
fides,  for  ought  we  know,  the  next  ftation  may  be  worfe 
than  this  ;  every  thing  is  full  of  mylterious  darknefs,  and 
therefore,  pr’ythee  Mehemet,  let  thou  and  I  lay  afide  all 
fruitlefs  care  and  fadnefs,  be  as  merry  as  will  confift  with 
the  wifdom  of  a  man,  and  when  thou  findeft  this  black 
diftcmper  approaching  thee,  run  away  from  it,  and  fhel- 
ter  thyfelf  in  good  company  ;  arm  thyfelf  with  wine  and 
mufic  againft  the  fullen  demon  of  melancholy  ;  but  I 
counfel  thee  to  avoid  women,  for  they  will  but  increafe 
thy  malady. 

It  is  one  of  that  fex  has  given  me  this  fit  of  grief,  a 
woman  that  I  have  loved  too  much  ;  but  fhe  is  ungrate¬ 
ful,  falfe,  and  cruel ;  fhe  takes  a  lingular  delight  in  cheat¬ 
ing  me  with  falfe  fhovvs  of  love  and  friendfhip,  and  then 
in  undeceiving  me  again.  The  fame  tongue  which  at 
fome  times  will  drop  foft,  kind,  obliging  words,  at  ano¬ 
ther  feafon  fhall  utter  nothing  but  contempts,  defiances, 
and  fcorns. 

Thou  wilt  wonder  that  a  man  of  my  age  thould  be 
concerned  with  any  paffion  for  women.  I  tell  thee,  my 
friend,  it  is  impoffible  for  me  to  banifn  from  my  heart  an 
affeclion  which  has  pofTeffed  it  for  above  thefe  thirty 
years.  The  love  of  that  fcx  is  riveted  in  our  nature, 
and  our  blood  muft  firft  grow  cold,  and  be  congealed  by 
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death,  before  this  flame  can  be  extinguifhed  ;  nay,  many 
times  it  is  more  fervent,  though  of  a  ihort  duration,  in 
our  lateit  hours  than  in  our  prime  ;  as  when  the  oil  which 
feeds  a  lamp  is  almoft  fpent,  the  llartled  flame  begins  to 
roufe  itfelf  and  burn  afreih,  as  if  it  would  fain  fubfift  a 
little  longer,  though  on  the  very  dregs  of  its  accuftomed 
fuel ;  it  crackles  and  fi  a  flies  with' greater  noife  and  luftre 
than  before,  but  prefently  expires  ;  fo  does  this  amorous 
fire,  when  we  are  neareft  to  our  diflolution,  begin  to  trou¬ 
ble  us  moft,  and  makes  our  foul  to  blaze  with  fevers  of 
defive  and  grief,  knowing  its  period  is  near. 

Mehemet,  let  thou  and  I  keep  our  affeftions  for  the 
beautiful  and  conftant  daughters  of  paradife,  who  will 
never  call  an  eye  on  any  man  befide  their  own.  Doubt- 
lefs  this  is  part  of  fupreme  felicity. 

Faris,  14th  of  the  10th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1673. 


II. — To  the  Selictar  Aga,  or  Sword-Bearer  to  the 

Sultan. 

Tut  s  has  been  a  terrible  campaign  to  the  Germans  and 
their  confederates  ;  for  when  they  firfl:  took  the  field  in 
the  fpring,  their  forces  amounted  to  fixty  thoufand  men, 
but  now  at  the  breaking  up,  and  going  to  their  winter 
quarters,  they  could  not  number  above  twenty  thoufand ; 
fo  that  they  have  loft  two  parts  in  three  of  their  army  ; 
whilfi:  the  French  profper  and  are  vidtorious,  taking  their 
towns  and  caftles,  fubduing  whole  piovinces  to  the  obe¬ 
dience  of  this  invincible  monarch,  and  extending  his  con- 
quefts  far  and  wide  through  the  French-Compte,  Lor- 
rain,  Alface,  Brabant,  Flanders,  Catalonia,  and  even  to 
the  ifles  of  the  fea. 

I  have  formerly  given  an  account  to  the  minifters  of 
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tlie  Porte  of  all  the  mod  remarkable  actions  performed 
in  tliefe  feveral  quarters  ;  there  remains  only  a  late  fa¬ 
mous  viftory  gained  by  the  Marefchal  de  Turenne,  near 
Strafburgh,  of  which  I  cannot  give  thee  the  particulars, 
neither  is  it  very  material  ;  but  in  brief  I  (hall  acquaint 
thee,  that  through  the  connivance  of  the  Eledtor  of 
Mentz  and  the  citizens  of  Strafburgh,  the  confederate 
forces,  amounting  to  forty  thoufand  men,  got  paflage 
over  the  Rhine,  and  had  like  to  have  furprifed  the  French, 
who  were  not  above  twenty-five  thoufand  ftrong;  but  the 
vigilance  and  good  condudt  of  Monfieur  Turenne  pre¬ 
vented  their  defign,  and  turned  the  fortune  of  war  to  his 
own  fide.  This  wife  general  confidering  the  unequal 
•numbers  of  his  enemies,  did  not  think  it  fit  to  engage  his 
whole  army  at  once  with  theirs,  left  he  fhould  be  op- 
preffed  with  their  multitude,  being  aim  oft  double  in  num¬ 
ber  to  his  ;  but  he  fought  them  by  detachments,  fetting 
upon  them  in  their  march  ;  and  this  fucceeded  very  for¬ 
tunately,  for  he  was  in  poffeifion  of  the  moft  advantageous 
pofts  and  paffes  of  the  country.  He  lined  the  hedges  with 
fome  of  his  men,  who  galled  the  enemies  as  they  marched 
along  the  roads  ;  he  planted  others  on  the  declive  of  hills, 
under  the  covert  of  thickets,  which  grew  on  each  fide  oi 
deep  ways,  through  which  the  enemy  muft  pafs  ;  thefe 
annoyed  them  forely  from  their  fhady  heights,  whilft 
fome  attacked  them  in  the  front.  Thus  by  gradual  fkir- 
mifties  he  cut  off  many  thoufands,  and  ftrewed  the  roads 
with  dead  bodies,  till  the  confederates  perceiving  how 
they  were  embarraffed  on  all  hands,  took  the  advantage 
of  a  certain  wood,  where  they  retrenched  themfelves,  and 
flood  in  their  own  defence  a  long  time  ;  but  the  French 
•  at  length  forced  them  from  this  fhelter,  and  then  began 
a  formal  battle,  which  proved  bloody  to  the  imperialifts, 
1  for  thev  had  above  three  thoufand  of  their  men  killed 
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upon  the  fpot,  befides  thofe  that  were  wounded  and  ta¬ 
ken  prifoners  ;  they  loft  alfo  ten  pieces  of  their  cannon, 
and  the  ground  was  covered  with  cuirafles,  halberts, 
pikes,  mufkets,  fvvords,  and  all  forts  of  arms,  which  the 
confederates  left  behind  in  their  precipitate  retreat  by 
night ;  for  fo  general  a  confternation  had  feized  the  minds 
of  the  foldiery,  that  all  the  rhetoric  of  the  officers  was 
not  fufficient  to  flop  their  flight.  In  this  battle  the  Ma- 
refchal  de  Turenne  had  his  horfe  killed  under  him  by  a 
mulket-lhot,  but  he  received  no  hurt  himfelf. 

He  is  a  fortunate  and  wife  general,  knowing  how  to 
ferve  himfelf  of  all  opportunities  and  advantages  of  time, 
place,  and  other  circumftances  which  offer  themfelves  to 
a  man’s  conflderation  in  time  of  war  ;  he  never  attacks 
an  enemy  without  being  fure  of  getting  the  victory,  or 
at  lead  of  retiring  fecurely  and  honourably  from  the  com¬ 
bat.  The  French  ufe  to  fay,  “  That  if  the  Prince  of 
Conde  had  an  alloy  of  Turenne’s  earth  in  his  temper, 
and  Turenne  had  the  Prince  of  Conde’s  fire,  there  would 
not  be  two  fuch  other  generals  in  the  whole  world.” 

Serene  aga,  nature  has  difpenfed  her  gifts  in  thrifty 
parcels  ;  every  man  has  his  genial  excellency  ;  and  it  is 
rare  to  find  one  whofe  faults  do  not  counterpoife  his  per¬ 
fections.  May  Heaven  turn  the  right  fcale  for  thee  and. 
me. 

Pari?,  2d  of  the  ift  Moon,  of  the  Year  1674. 


III. — To  Mirmadolin,  Santone  of  the  Vale  of  Sidott, 

IN  ow  I  will  indulge  facred  thoughts,  and  follow  the 
motions  of  wifdom  ;  I  will  obey  the  infpirations  of  my 
better  genius,  and  difeourfe  of  things  not  fit  for  vulgar 
ears  ;  1  will  not  caft  my  holy  things  to  dogs,  nor  expofe 
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that  which  is  precious  to  the  feet  of  fwine.  Let  the 
fmith  labour  at  his  anvil,  and  hammer  the  metal  into 
what  form  he  pleafes  ;  his  eye  is  walled  with  the  perpe¬ 
tual  vapour  of  the  fire  ;  and  as  to  intellectual  things,  he 
is  dark  blind  :  So  is  the  carpenter  who  works  in  timber, 
and  hews  away  the  knobs  and  roughneffes  with  his  axe ; 
he  faws  it  into  planks,  and  afterwards  fmooths  it  with  his 
plane  ;  he  marks  out  his  work  with  line  and  plummet, 
and  meafures  it  with  rule  and  compafs  ;  he  fits  one  piece 
to  another,  and  when  all  is  polifhed  and  prepared  to  his 
mind,  he  joins  them  together  in  a  frame,  and  rejoices  in 
the  fuccefs  of  his  induftry  and  fkill. 

Thefe  and  all  other  mechanics  bend  their  mind  to  their 
work  ;  that  is  the  fcope  of  their  ambition  ;  and  when 
they  have  done,  they  eat  and  drink  the  fruit  of  their  la¬ 
bours  ;  they  fludy  not  the  fayings  of  famous  men,  nor 
penetrate  into  the  myfteries  of  dark  parables  ;  they  have 
no  inclination  to  feek  out  the  wifdom  of  the  ancients,  or 
to  meditate  on  the  inftruCtions  of  fages ;  therefore  with 
fuch  as  thefe  I  will  not  converfe,  or  talk  of  the  way  of 
perfection  ;  nor  yet  with  wreftlers,  fencers,  or  foldiers  ; 
I  have  as  little  hopes  to  prevail  on  mariners,  lawyers,  and 
courtiers,  or  on  any  that  are  entangled  in  worldly  affairs ; 
but  I  sddrefs  myfelf  to  a  good  and  knowing  man,  who 
underftands  himfelf,  and  what  his  bufinefs  is  in  this 
world  ;  who  comprehends  the  force  of  the  chains  which 
entangle  his  foul  in  this  mortal  life,  and  is  inftructed  in 
the  method  of  difencraging:  himfelf.  To  fuch  an  one  I 
fpeak,  and  not  to  others,  who  lie  fnoring  in  their  lethar¬ 
gy,  and  will  not  be  waked. 

Certainly  it  is  as  impoffible  that  one  and  the  fame  rule 
of  life  fhould  fit  the  various  tempers  and  conditions  of 
men,  as  that  one  and  the  fame  courfe  ffiou.d  be  taken  ef- 
feclually  to  difpcfe  a  man  to  fleep,'and  violently  to  keep 
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him  awake  :  For  he  that  would  deep  out  his  whole  life, 
if  any  be  fo  fottilh,  it  behoves  him  to  procure  a  conftant 
fupply  of  things  which  create  deep  ;  whereas  he  that  de- 
dgns  to  be  vigilant  and  adlive,  mud  furnifh  himfelf  with 
fuch  things  as  chafe  away  deep,  and  incline  to  watchful- 
nefs.  The  former  therefore  ought  to  give  himfelf  up  to 
gluttony,  drunkennefs,  and  forfeiting  ;  he  ihould  have  a 
dark  houfe,  a  foft  and  large  bed,  and  diould  ufe  all  man¬ 
ner  of  applications  that  caufe  drowdnefs,  as  foporiferous 
perfumes,  potions,  & c.  ;  whereas  the  latter  ought  to  be 
always  fober,  to  drink  moderately,  and  eat  a  dender  diet ; 
to  have  a  light  houfe,  a  ferene  air,  a  fenfe  of  pain,  a 
(trait  and  hard  bed,  little  fitted  for  man’s  repofe. 

But  whether  we  mortals  are  in  a  place  where  we  ought 
perpetually  to  be  upon  our  watch,  or  whether  our  whole 
life  ought  to  be  but  one  night  ol  deep,  is  known  only  to 
fuch  as  thee,  who  haft  difeovertd  the  preltigious  magic 
of  the  body,  and  how  the  foul  is  enchanted  in  this  woild  ; 
who  halt  found  out  the  native  adtivity  of  the  mind,  and 
how  it  comes  to  be  llupified  by  the  hidden  opiates  that 
lie  lurking  in  the  fieih. 

Holy  Santone,  whilft  we  are  in  this  world  of  lhadovvs, 
we  are- perfedt  exiles,  bankhed  from  our  native  country, 
which  is  the  world  of  real  fubdances  :  The  more  we  are 
drenched  in  matter,  the  farther  do  we  draggle  from 
home,  wandering  in  foreign  defarts  of  enchanted  ground, 
where  we  converfe  with  none  but  empty  fpedtres,  fairies, 
demons,  elfs,  and  cheating  apparitions ;  for  all  that  is  in 
this  outward  world  is  but  a  falfe  delufion,  the  mimicry  of 
nature,  a  heap  of  fliadows  reverfed  and  tindlured  with  a 
faint  projedtion  from  the  world  of  light. 

Knowing  therefore  thefe  things,  let  us  make  hade  to 
return  to  our  native  feats  again  ;  let  us  dived  ourfelves 
of  the  ftrange  habits  we  have  taken  up  by  imitation  in 
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this  our  pilgrimage,  and  purge  our  minds  of  all  the  ill 
qualities  we  have  imbibed  on  earth  ;  let  us  call  off  cor¬ 
rupt  affeCtions,  appetites,  and  inclinations,  with  every 
vain  and  falfe  opinion.  When  we  are  freed  from  all  thefe 
weights,  cur  fouls  will  eafdy  mount  aloft,  their  wings, 
never  fagging  till  they  perch  upon  the  trees  of  paradife. 
What  is  more  generous  than  the  mind  of  man,  when  once 
awakened  from  the  (lumbers  of  this  mortal  life  ?  How  it 
defpifes  thefe  terrene  enjoyments,  and  only  pants  and 
thirds  for  the  fupreme  delights  above  !  As  iron  turns  it- 
ftlf,  and  makes  its  amorous  approaches  to  the  magnet, 
fo  is  the  foul  attracted  by  the  original  Tffence  which  is 
its  fource  and  centre. 

There  are  two  fpecies  of  chains  which  tie  the  foul 
down  to  this  earth,  and  caufe  her  to  grow  dull  and  tor¬ 
pid,  as  if  (he  were  inebriated  with  deadly  poifon,  forget¬ 
ting  her  very  native  faculty  of  contemplation.  Thefe  are 
pleafure  and  pain,  of  which  our  fenfe  is  the  author,  with 
the  prepofftffion,  phantafies,  opinions,  memories,  and  ap¬ 
petites,  which  accompany  our  fenfe ;  thefe  hurry  and 
precipitate  the  foul  down  from  her  proper  manfion,  and 
alienate  her  from  the  love  of  the  only  true  fubdantial  Be¬ 
ing  ;  therefore  we  ought  to  abdain  from  fendble  things 
as  much  as  in  us  lies,  and  diun  all  objects  that  dir  up  ir¬ 
regular  appetites,  and  produce  abfurdities  in  our  reafon. 

How  many  drange  affections  dow  from  our  tade,  bind¬ 
ing  fad  the  foul  with  a  double  cord,  whilil  the  high  re- 
lifli  and  gud  of  favoury  meats  enfnare  her  in  the  palate 
as  in  a  net,  and  the  load  of  indigeded  crudities  weighs 
and  finks  her  down  into  the  belly,  where  die  is  kept  as 
in  a  dungeon,  till  facred  abdinence  releafes  her  again. 

The  fenfe  of  touch  does  often  draw  the  unwary  foul 
forth  from  her  fadneffes  within,  trepanning  her  with  foft 
allurements  and  fly  promifes  of* pleafure  to  take  the  air 


Book  I. 


A  SPY  AT  PARIS, 


9 


of  the  body  ;  thus  having  got  her  into  the  open  field, 
an  ambufeade  of  lulls,  concupifcences,  perturbations,  fears, 
cares,  love,  joy,  grief,  and  other  paffions,  rufh  upon  her 
on  a  fudden,  and  take  her  captive.  How  necelfary  there- 
fore  is  it  to  be  always  on  our  guard,  and  not  to  lull  our- 
felves  in  dangerous  fecurity  ?  Nor  ought  we  to  be  rafh 
and  fool-hardy  in  venturing  on  a  combat,  where  it  is  bet¬ 
ter  to  decline  it,  left,  inftead  of  victory,  we  betray  the 
weaknefs  of  our  arms,  and  want  of  proper  condudl. 

O  pcrfedl  man,  thou  feeft  thefe  things  in  clearer  light 
than  I ;  it  is  not  to  inform  thee  that  I  write,  but  to  con¬ 
firm  myfelf,  whilft  I  colledi  my  fcattered  thoughts,  and 
put  them  into  order.  If  thou  {halt  vouchfafe  to  fend  me 
thy  conceptions  on  this  fubjedt,  I  will  revere  the  bleffed 
difpatch,  as  though  it  were  an  oracle. 

In  the  mean  while,  may  Heaven  regard  thy  innocent 
life,  and  ftill  protedl  thee  from  the  cafualties  that  threaten 
all  of  mortal  race.  May  thy  prayers  be  heard,  and  thy 
good  works  rewarded  ;  finally,  may  thy  end  be  like  that 
of  Enoch,  who  never  faw  death,  but  was  translated  alive 
to  paradife. 

Paris,  9th  of  the  2d  Moon,  of  the  Year  1674. 


IV. — To  Ali,  Bajfa. 

It  is  evident  that  the  French  arms  are  deftined  not  to  ruft; 
one  provocation  or  other  always  keeps  them  in  adlion. 
The  neighbouring  princes  and  ftates  take  their  turns  to 
affront  and  injure  this  monarch,  and  fometimes  they  fet 
upon  him  all  together  ;  furely  they  envy  and  fear  the  riling 
fortune  of  France,  and  therefore  drive  by  ftratagems  and 
force  to  check  its  growth. 

There  having  been  feveral  adts  of  hoftility  done  by  the 
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governor  of  the  Spaaifli  Netherlands,  without  any  hopes 
of  a  fair  redrefs,  this  king  found  himfelf  obliged  to  de¬ 
clare  open  war  againft  Spain. 

This  was  done  very  lately,  and  at  the  fame  time  the 
Duke  de  Navailles  was  fent  with  an  army  into  Flanders, 
where  he  foon  took  the  town  and  caftle  of  Aubefpine, 
the  towns  of  Pefme  and  Mornais,  the  caftle  of  Oigny, 
with  the  towns  of  Gray  and  Vezont. 

Thislaffisa  place  cf  confiderable  importance,  being 
called  the  gate  of  Lorrain,  and  the  poftern  of  the 
Franche-Compte  ;  whereby  this  monarch  is  become  ac¬ 
tual  matter  of  the  baillage  of  Amont,  which  comprehends 
above  five  hundred  villages. 

The  Spaniards  feting  him  thus  fuccef  ful,  and  that 
they  could  not  by  open  refiftance  ftop  the  courfe  of  his 
victories,  took  another  method,  and  fought  to  undermine 
him  by  plots  and  confederacies  with ^fome  of  his  fubje&s. 

They  had  agreed  with  the  Chevalier  de  Rohan  to 
fettle  on  him  a  penfion  of  eight  thoufand  iivrcs  a-year, 
and  to  prefent  him  out  of  hand  with  five  thoufand  piftoles, 
if  he  would  put  them  in  poffefiion  of  Quiilebouf,  a  ftrong 
place  in  the  province  of  Normandy. 

The  Chevalier  de  Rohan  had  made  himfelf  and  them 
believe  that  it  was  in  his  power  with  much  eafe  to  per¬ 
form  this,  but  he  was  miftaken  ;  fome  of  his  friends  lay 
he  never  thought  of  accomplilhing  his  bargain,  his  credit 
being  too  fmall  in  that  place,  and  that  he  only  aimed  to 
repair  his  fortune  by  cheating  the  Spaniards  of  their  five 
thoufand  piftoles.  However,  the  plot  was  difcovered  to 
the  French  king,  v/ho  has  his  fpies  in  all  corners  of  the 
kingdom  ;  the  unfortunate  chevalier  was  feized  and 
brought  to  the  Baftile,  and  being  convifted  of  treafon, 
was  condemned  to  lofe  his  bead,  which  was  accordingly 
executed. 
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The  Marquis  of  Villars,  and  the  Sieur  de  Pereau,  fuf- 
fered  the  fame  punifhment,  as  accomplices  in  the  treafon ; 
another  French  lord  of  the  party  was  killed  in  defending 
himfelf  again  11  thofe  who  were  ordered  to  arrell  him. 
Thefe  had  undertaken  to  deliver  other  places  of  ftrength 
into  the  hands  of  the  Hollanders,  who  firft  began  the 
war. 

Had  their  confpiracy  taken  effeft,  it  would  have  been 
no  difficult  matter  to  corrupt  other  grandees  with  the 
Spaniih  gold,  and  fo  a  third  part  of  France  might  have 
been  fold  for  a  price  not  allowable  in  the  markets  of 
kings;  for  it  feems  the  Hollanders  and  Spaniards  were 
upon  the  point  of  making  their  defcents  in  Normandy 
and  Bretagne,  being  invited  thereto  by  the  large  promi- 
fes  of  the  perfons  before-named,  and  their  confederates, 
who  made  them  believe  that  a  great  part  of  the  nobility 
and  gentry  of  thofe  provinces  would  come  over  to  them 
as  foon  as  they  faw  them  landed  ;  and  there  was  no  need 
to  fear  any  oppofition  from  the  vulgar,  who  are  bound  to 
follow  the  fortune  of  their  lords  ;  befides,  they  are  al¬ 
ways  deiirous  of  novelty  and  change. 

There  is  nothing  fo  abjeft,  poor,  and  contemptible,  as 
the  peafantry  of  France,  who  labour  only  for  others, 
whillt  they  can  hardly  get  bread  for  themfelves  out  of  all 
their  toil ;  in  a  word,  they  are  abfolute  Haves  to  them 
whofe  tenants  they  are,  and  whofe  lands  they  farm;  they 
are  not  more  opprelfed  by  the  public  taxes* and  gabels 
than  they  are  by  the  private  impofitions  of  their  country 
lords,  befide  the  unreafonable  demands  of  the  priefts. 
Thefe  fufferings  difpofe  them  to  wifh  for  any  revolution 
in  the  government,  from  which  they  might  hope  to  re¬ 
ceive  gentler  ufage. 

It  was  this  partly  which  encouraged  the  Hollanders 
and  Spaniards  to  think  of  invading  France  ;  otherwife 

A  6 


12 


LETTERS  WRITTEN  BY  Vo!.  VIII. 


they  had.  only  been  upon  the  defend  ve.  This  king  has 
lo  do  with  a  great  many  potent  enemies  ;  the  emperor 
holds  him  play  on  the  Rhine  ;  the  Duke  of  Lcrrain 
gives  him  diverfion  in  his  new  conquefls  on  that  fide  ; 
the  King  of  Spain  puts  him  to  a  great  expence  of  men 
and  money  in  Flanders;  the  Hollanders  infeft  him  by 
fea,  and  would  do  by  land,  if  they  knew  which  way.  Yet 
this  monarch  copes  with  them  all,  baffles  their  plots  and 
intrigues,  foils  their  arms,  daily  gains  ground,  and  by  a 
continued  feries  of  conqueft,  makes  it  apparent  that  his 
is  the  only  flouriffling  fortune  in  the  Well. 

i  he  King  of  Sweden  had  made  certain  propofals  of 
peace  between  the  Emperor,  the  King  of  France,  the 
King  of  Spain,  the  States  of  Holland,  and  fome  of  the 
electoral  princes  ;  in  order  to  which  he  offered  himfelf  to 
become  a  mediator  beween  them.  He  fent  his  ambaffadors 
accordingly  to  a  place  agreed  upon  by  all  parties,  as  the 
moft  convenient  for  conferences  of  this  nature  ;  fo  did  all 
the  other  princes  and  fates  concerned  in  the  war :  But  it 
feems  there  was  a  grofs  affront  put  upon  Guillaume  de 
Furffemberg,  plenipotentiary  to  the  Elector  of  Cologne, 
by  the  Marquis  de  Grana,  ambaffador  to  the  emperor. 

This  was  deeply  refented  at  the  French  court,  as  being 
a  notorious  breach  of  the  law  of  nations  ;  and  the  king- 
published  a  manifeflo,  wherein  he  charged  the  emperor 
with  giving  order  for  this  infult,  declaring  alfo,  that  un- 
lefs  due  fatisfadlion  were  made,  he  would  withdraw  his 
ambaffadors  from  the  place  of  conference,  and  feek  juflice 
with  fword  in  hand. 

He  complained  to  the  King  of  Svvedeland  of  this  vio¬ 
lence,  and  entered  into  a  clofe  and  ftridt  league  with  him ; 
Gufavus  prefently  recals  his  ambaffadors  from  the  public 
meeting,  commanding  them  to  protef  againf  the  adfion 
of  the  Marquis  de  Grana,  as  a  violation  of  the  civil  laws ; 
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the  French  king  has  done  the  fame,  and  all  things  feem 
to  portend  a  general  diftradlion  in  Europe. 

Thofe  of  the  Roman  church  light  againft  one  another, 
as  well  as  they  combine  againft  the  proteitants,  whom 
they  efteem  as  the  common  enemy,  and  have  little  better 
regard  for  them  than  we  muffulmans  have  for  the  Perfian 

O 

kylilbafchi,  whom  we  execrate  as  abominable  heretics. 
One  fort  of  proteitants  alfo  cabal  againft  another  ;  the 
Lutherans  hate  and  perfecute  the  Calvinifts,  which  the 
latter  return  with  equal  animofity.  Thefe  infidels  are 
caught  in  the  devil’s  fnare,  where  they  bite  and  devour 
one  another  ;  they  are  in  egregious  darknefs,  tolled  a- 
bout  in  a  tempeft  of  errors  ;  they  are  furrounded  with 
enchantments  ;  their  guides  are  forcerers  and  magicians  ; 
hell  has  a  hand  in  all  their  devices. 

O  ye  true  believers,  lift  up  your  heads  ;  for  the  hour 
is  approaching  wherein  the  ancient  prophecies  mult  be 
fulfilled,  “  That  the  dragon  of  the  Eaft  (hall  wage  war 
with  the  eagle  of  the  Weft,  and  (hall  devour  him  whole 
with  all  his  feathers.”  Woe  be  ta  thee,  O  land  of  Ja- 
phet,  in  the  year  1700  of  the  Chriftian  ftile. 

Mighty  baffa,  thou  who  haft  not  numbered  half  my 
years,  mayeft  live  to  fee  thefe  things  come  to  pafs  :  As 
for  me  I  am  haftenmg  to  the  fpiiits  of  my  fathers,  to  a 
region  of  ftlence  and  eternal  retirement,  to  a  place  where 
all  the  vanities  of  this  earth  fhall  be  forgotten. 

In  the  mean  time,  live  thou  to  be  a  witnefs  of  the  grand 
revolution,  which  will  aftonilh  all  the  world.. 


Paris,  7  th  of  the  3d  Moon,  of  the  Year  1674. 
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V - To  Cara  Hali,  Phyjictan  to  the  Grand  Signior. 

Praise  be  to  God,  from  whom  alone  proceed  health, 
long  life,  and  immortal  happinefs  ;  in  the  whole  family  of 
fevers  I  never  was  much  fubjefl  to  any,  except  it  were  that 
of  love.  This  indeed  is  become  habitual  to  me  ;  it  is  grown 
a  perfect  hectic  ;  furely  it  is  more  titan  fecond  nature  ;  I 
feel  fomething  in  the  very  roots  of  my  effence,  prompt¬ 
ing-  me  to  eternal  foftnefies,  wild  melting  fits  of  frefli  Pla¬ 
tonic  tender  pafiions  ;  nothing  can  provoke  my  hatred 
but  an  obdurate  furly-tempered  fellow,  who  being  the 
offspring  of  fome  bloody  butcher,  poulterer,  or  greafy 
cook,  his  very  lace  portends  a  pfefent  maffacre,  and  all 
his  words  breathe  nothing  elfe  but  a  continued  train  of 
cruel  wrongs  and  violences  againft  the  innocent  ;  pity  to 
him  founds  like  the  news  of  famine  to  a  ftarving  man  ; 
but  if  you  would  make  him  fmile,  and  put  him  in  good 
hjimour,  tell  him  how  he  may  get  an  eftate,  by  oppreffing 
the  fatherlefs  and  widows,  or  increafe  his  wealth  by  ruin¬ 
ing  whole  families  ;  tell  him  how  he  may  over-reach  fome 
filly  credulous  young  heir,  or  outwit  his  neighbour  in  a 
bargain.  He  cherifhes  a  fpider  in  his  brain,  and  his  heart 
is  full  of  webs.  To  fuch  a  temper  as  this  I  cannot  be 
reconciled  ;  there  is  an  innate  antipathy,  an  immortal 
contrariety  in  our  fouls  ;  my  fpirit  is  daunted,  and  re¬ 
treats  within  me  at  the  fight  of  fuch  an  one  ;  a  languor 
and  faintnefs  feizes  my  limbs ;  1  am  like  one  that  has 
touched  a  torpedo. 

Surely  there  is  no  fpecies  of  four-footed  beafts,  of 
birds,  of  fifh,  of  infedls,  reptiles,  or  any  other  living  thing, 
whofe  nature  is  not  found  in  man.  Howexa&ly  agreeable 
to  the  fox  are  fome  mens  tempers,  whilft  others  are  perfe6t 
bears  in  human  fhape  !  Here  you  {hall  meet  a  crocodile, 
■who  feeks  with  feigned  tears  to  entrap  you  to  your  ruin ; 
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there  a  fly  ferpent  creeps,  and  winds  himfelf  into  your 
adedtions,  and  when  he  is  well  warmed  with  favours,  on 
a  fudden  he  will  bite  and  fting  y'ou  to  death.  Tigers, 
lions,  leopards,  panthers,  wolves,  and  all  the  monftrous 
generations  of  Afric,  may  be  feen  mafquerading  in  the 
forms  of  men  ;  and  it  is  not  hard  for  an  obferving  mind 
to  fee  their  natural  complexion  through  the  borrowed  vi¬ 
zard.  The  phyfiognomy  of  vice  and  virtue  are  eafily  di- 
dinguifhed  ;  there  are  fome  fecret  characters  in  every 
face,  which  fpeak  the  nature  of  the  perfon  ;  fo  does  Pla¬ 
tonic  love,  with  eagle  eyes,  foon  trace  the  fignatures  of 
what  is  amiable  in  the  foul.  We  read  the  hidden  quali¬ 
ties  of  men  at  the  firft  glance,  and  hence  are  lading 
friendfhips  often  contracted.  I  love  my  friends  without 
referve,  and  becaufe  thofe  are  very  few  among  our  mor¬ 
tal  race,  I  contract  familiarities  with  the  harmlefs  ani¬ 
mals  ;  I  ftudy  like  a  lover  to  oblige  and  win  their  hearts 
by  all  the  tender  offices  I  can  perform  ;  I  bear  with  pa¬ 
tience  their  wild  froward  tricks,  till  conftant  perfeverance 
vanquilhes  their  dubborn  humours  ;  then  when  we  once 
begin  to  underdand  each  other  aright,  they  make  me  a 
thoufand  fweet  returns  of  gratitude,  according  to  their 
kind ;  when  I  am  melancholy,  they  will  foon  divert  me 
with  one  pretty  trick  or  other,  as  if  they  were  fenfible  of 
my  pain. 

But  becaufe  my  love  is  large  and  ftrong,  Hill  feeking 
to  dilate  itfelf,  though  dill  recoiling  from  the  degenerate 
race  of  men,  I  go  into  the  fields  and  woods,  and  make 
my  filent  court  unto  the  trees  and  flowers,  and  fometimes 
I  converfe  in  raillery  with  echos;  I  languifh  on  the  banks 
of  crydal  dreams,  and  pine  away  for  an  old  moffy  rock  ; 
the  oak  indames  me  with  a  facred  paffion ;  when  I  behold 
her  venerable  bulk  and  (hade,  I  could  aimed  turn  druid 
for  her  fake,  and  take  my  refidence  up  for  ever  in  her 


16 


LETTERS  WRITTEN  BY 


Vol:  VIII. 


liollow  trunk,  where  the  kind  genii  of  the  air  would  vitit 
me,  and  tell  me  things  to  come,  indructing  me  in  all  the 
myfteries  of  nature  ;  for  I  am  in  love  even  with  tbofe  in- 
viiible  beings,  and  often  tell  my  paffion  to  them  in  the 
woods,  or  on  fome  mountain,  where  the  courteous  winds 
tranfport  my  words,  and  waft  their  fecret  anfwers  back 
again.  Then  is  my  foul  fnatched  up  in  facrtd  ecdacies, 
becaufe  the  immortals  condefcend  to  talk  with  me  ;  I  of¬ 
ten  fall  into  a  trance,  and  wake  not  till  the  fun  is  got 
half  way  into  the  other  hemiiphere ;  then  1  refolve  to 
pafs  away  the  night  in  this  fweet  folitude. 

Had  I  the  tongues  or  pens  of  Cicero  and  Dcmcfthenes, 
I  could  not  to  the  life  exprefs  the  pleafures  that  I  feel  at 
fuch  a  time,  when  free  and  undifturbed  I  can  for  ftveral 
hours  behold  the  motions  of  the  moon  and  liars.  Oh 
God  !  what  thoughts,  what  contemplations  rife  within 
rny  bread  !  my  ravilhed  foul  is  ready  to  break  prifon 
for  joy,  when  it  is  infpired  with  certain  demonlirations 
of  the  world’s  eternity.  Methinks  at  fuch  a  time  I  hear 
the  noife  and  buffle  of  the  worlds  above  ;  methinks  I  fee 
the  active  bufy  tenants  of  the  moon  and  ftars  trudging 
about  their  daily  bufinefs,  even  like  us  mortals  here  be¬ 
low.  Then  it  is  I  naufeate  the  narrow  principles  of  igno¬ 
rant,  fuperditious  men  ;  I  hate  to  think  of  ever  return¬ 
ing  to  the  city  again,  there  to  profane  my  reafon  with 
the  vain  difcourfe  of  felf-conceited  fools  and  idiots  ;  I  am 
cloyed  with  life,  and  wilh  to  die  amidd  thefe  charming 
fpeculations.  Thus  do  1  pafs  the  time  away  till  fair  Au¬ 
rora  ufheis  in  the  rofy-Sngered  morn  ;  then  I  begin  to 
refledt  on  my  duty  as  a  muffulman,  and  Have  to  the  Grand 
Signior  ;  I  hade  to  wadi  myfelf  in  the  next  dream,  and 
cheerfully  prodrate  myfelf  upon  the  ground,  adoring  the 
Eternal  Source  of  all  things  ;  after  which,  abundantly  fa- 
tisfied  with  thefe  r.o (fturnal  pleafures,  I  return  to  the  ci- 
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ty,  and  to  my  bufinefs,  confidcring  that  I  was  not  whol¬ 
ly  born  for  contemplation. 

Learned  Hali,  I  wifli  thee  confummate  happinefs  in 
this  life,  and  fortunate  tranfmigrations  after  death,  pray¬ 
ing  alfo  that  I  may  merit  one  day  to  enjoy  thy  company 
in  paradife,  where  we  may  difcourfe  thefe  things  more  at 
large,  and  in  a  clearer  light  than  what  this  earth  affords. 
Adieu. 

Paris,  2d  of  the  5  th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1674. 


VI. — To  Kerker  Hassan,  Bajfa. 

T  o  what  purpofe  am  I  kept  longer  in  Paris  ?  why  do 
the  minifters  of  the  Porte  put  the  Grand  Signior  to  a 
needlefs  expence  in  maintaining  here  an  old  fuperannuat- 
ed  flave,  not  worth  his  daily  bread  ?  And  yet,  God  knows, 
I  eat  not  much,  neither  can  I  tafle  any  pleafure  in  that 
little  I  eat.  My  reflections  are  like  the  entertainments  of 
magical  tables,  where  the  eye  is  deluded  with  a  fair  fhow 
of  various  delicacies,  but  the  ftomach  is  not  fatisfied  with 
any  real  food,  nor  the  body  ftrengthened  by  any  fubftan- 
tial  nourifhment  ;  only  the  languifhing  imagination  feeds 
on  fantaftic  difhes,  mere  fliadows,  and  enchanted  refem- 
blances  of  folid  meat,  while  the  man  is  ready  to  faint  for 
hunger.  So  I  feem  to  myfelf  to  eat  and  drink,  but  it  is 
with  fo  little  guff  at  prefent,  and  I  receive  fo  little  bene¬ 
fit  from  it  afterwards,  that  all  appears  no  more  than  a  vi- 
fionary  feaft,  or  a  collation  in  a  dream. 

I  have  now  paffed  the  grand  climafter  of  human  life, 
being  entered  into  the  fixty-fourth  year  of  my  age  ; 
my  fenfes  droop,  and  all  the  faculties  of  my  foul  and  bo¬ 
dy  decay  apace  ;  iny  bones  are  weary  of  fupporting  their 
accuflomed  burden  ;  my  finews  and  muffles  refufe  to  per- 
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form  the  offices  of  motion,  at  leaft  their  vigour  is  much 
fiackened  and  impaired ;  in  a  word,  the  infirmities  of  my 
body  have  ranked  me  under  a  new  predicament  ;  I  am 
become  a  three-footed  animal,  being  forced  to  walk  with 
a  ftaff,  to  prevent  the  necefiky  of  metamorphofing  my 
hands  to  feet,  and  crawling  on  all  four. 

Judge  now,  illuftrious  Arab,  after  what  I  have  faid, 
whether  I  am  fitting  to  do  the  Grand  Signior  fervice  in 
this  ftation.  As  for  the  intrigues  of  the  court,  I  am  quite 
tired  of  them  ;  befides,  here  are  now  no  more  Richlieus 
and  Mazarinis  in  being,  with  whom  I  might  inlinuate  on 
the  fcore  of  fkill  in  tranflating  Greek,  Sclavonic,  Arabic, 
and  other  Eaftern  languages  ;  Ofmin  the  dwarf  is  alfo 
dead,  from  whom  I  ufed  to  learn  many  fecrets ;  fate  has 
alfo  fnatched  away  feveral  courtiers  with  whom  I  had  in¬ 
timate  converfe.  Add  to  this,, that  Eliachim  grows  old 
and  crazy,  who  was  once  as  my  right  hand  ;  fo  prompt 
and  dexterous  in  any  bufinefs  of  difficulty  ;  faithful  alfo 
as  my  own  heart,  which  never  was  tainted  with  the  leafl 
fymptom  of  difloyalty  :  So  that,  aft  things  confidered,  I 
cannot  fee  what  the  fublime  minifters  can  propofe  in  re¬ 
taining  me  at  Paris. 

I  do  not  defire,  as  formerly,  to  travel  into  India,  or 
any  other  region  of  the  Eaft ;  I  do  not  fo  much  as  covet 
to  fee  my  own  native  country,  for  which  I  have  had 
fuch  paffionate  longings.  No,  every  place  will  be  A- 
rabia  to  me,  where  I  may  reft  from  bufinefs  of  ftate,  and 
fhut  up  my  latter  days  in  quietnefs.  It  is  time  for  me  to 
bid  adieu  to  the  adtive  life,  and  betake  myfelf  wholly  to 
contemplation.  I  would  fain  abandon,  not  only  the 
adlual  vanities  of  this  fading  world,  but  the  very  re¬ 
membrance  and  thoughts  of  them.  My  mind  is  nanfe- 
ated  with  the  ideas  of  paft  folly,  which  men  falfely  call 
pleafure  ;  and  1  find  no  guft  in  any  thing  but  the  mcdi- 
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tation  of  death,  and  the  unknown  ftate  of  departed 
fou-s  ;  all  other  things  are  uncertain  toys  and  empty 
trifles ;  but  that  great  change,  which  no  mortal  hath 
ever  yet  efcaped,  is  liable,  permanent,  and  fixed  by  defti- 
ny  ;  fate  has  fet  the  period,  which  winds  up  the  epocha 
of  every  man’s  life  in  this  vifible  ftate,  and  begins  a  new 
hegira,  whereof  we  have  no  computation,  in  regard  we 
have  no  correfpondence  with  that  unknown  world  ;  nei¬ 
ther  are  there  any  certain  hiftories  extant  which  can 
rightly  inform  us.  The  flight  of  the  foul  from  the  body 
begins  the  myfterious  date  ;  but  where  or  when  it  will 
end,  is  not  known  to  us  that  ftay  behind.  This,  there¬ 
fore,  alone  is  worthy  of  an  old  man’s  thoughts,  how  to 
prepare  himfelf  for  death,  fince  he  cannot  protraCt  the 
term  of  his  life  beyond  the  moment  allotted  by  Heaven  ; 
neither  can  he  be  allured  what  will  become  of  him  after¬ 
wards. 

Think  not,  ferene  balfa,  that  I  am  going  to  lay  a 
train  for  the  reputation  of  a  faint,  or  would  fet  up  all  cm 
a  fudden  for  an  extraordinary  pious  man.  No,  there  is 
nothing  of  that  in  it.  I  hate  the  rigid  hypocrify  of 
forced  "penance,  and  the  religious  lunacy  of  thofe  who 
never  think  they  do  enough  to  atone  for  their  fins,  unlefs 
they  outdo  humanity  itfelf  in  their  cruel  mortifications. 
Thefe  are  monfters  in  all  good  divinity,  and  their  exam¬ 
ple  is  not  to  be  followed. 

What  I  aim  at  in  this  difeourfe,  is,  that  as  according 
to  the  order  of  nature,  and  will  of  deftiny,  we  are  bora 
men,  fo  we  flvould  take  care  to  live  and  die  :  And  if  we 
have  fuffered  the  former  part  of  our  life  to  elapfe  with¬ 
out  due  reflection  on  fo  important  a  truth,  it  is  but  rea- 
fon,  that  when  we  approach  near  the  grave,  when  all 
our  fenfes,  faculties,  and  numbers,  do  the  part  of  King 
Philip’s  page,  putting  us  daily  and  hourly  in  mind  of 
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our  mortality,  it  is  but  reafon,  I  fay,  that  then  we  fhould 
begin  to  recoiled!  ourfelves,  and  to  think  whereabouts 
we  are,  that  we  may  not  be  furprifed  by  the  inevitable 
decree  of  fate,  when  it  comes  to  be  put  in  execution, 
nor  die  lefs  than  ourfelves. 

Befides,  there  is  another  advantage  in  being  thus  pre¬ 
pared  for  the  laft  things,  fmce  it  equally  arms  us  againft 
all  intermediate  calamities,  fuppoiing  we  fhould  live 
longer  than  we  reckon.  He  that  can  boldly  flare  death 
m  the  face,  will  not  eafily  turn  his  back  upon  any  mif- 
rort-une  of  tnis  inconftant  life  ;  but,  receiving  all  things 
with  an  even  temper,  renders  himfelf  happy  in  the  midft 
of  troubles,  Ioffes,  difgraces,  pains,  fickneffes,  and  other 
cafualties  which  affault  all  that  live  on  earth. 

Magnificent  baffa,  all  that  I  have  faid  is  but  a  pro¬ 
logue  to  my  main  purpofe,  which  is  to  delire  thy  media¬ 
tion  with  the  fir  ft  vilier,  that  I  may  be  recalled  from  an 
employment  wherein  I  cannot  be  fo  ferviceable  as  I  have 
been,  and  which,  at  the  fame  time,  by  impofing  on  me 
a  thoufand  cares,  takes  from  me  the  poffibility  of  pre¬ 
paring,  as  I  ought  to  do,  for  that  tranfmigration  which 
in  a  little  time  I  muft  pafs  through. 

In  a  word,  right  noble  Kerker,  I  defire  the  privilege 
to  end  my  days  in  Conftantinople  among  the  mufful- 
mans,  under  the  venerable  fhade  of  mofques  and  mina¬ 
rets,  confecrated  to  the  fervice  and  honour  of  the  Eternal 
Unity.  Let  me  not  have  worfe  ufage  than  the  ancient 
Roman  foldiers  had,  who,  when  they  had  ferved  in  the 
wars  fuch  a  certain  number  of  years,  were  difcharged 
with  an  honourable  penfion. 

This  is  all  the  favour  I  requeft,  who  have  ferved  the 
Grand  Signior  faithfully,  and  with  fuccefs,  thefe  eight- 
and- thirty  years,  in  a  country  of  infidels.  But  if  my  fu- 
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periors  (hall  determine  otherwife,  I  am  refigned  to  their 
pleafure,  and  to  the  will  of  deftiny. 

Paris,  22d  of  the  6th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1674. 


VII. — To  Ali  Rust  an  Begh,  Serafquier  in  Dalmatia. 

I  hou  fiialt  hear  how  a  famous  Chriftian  general,  the 
Marefchal  de  Turenne,  deported  himfelf  when  he  was 
lately  challenged  to  a  Angle  combat  by  the  Prince  Pala¬ 
tine  of  the  Rhine. 

It  feems  this  latter  has  been  a  great  fufferer  by  the 
prefent  war  between  France  and  the  confederate  princes ; 
for  his  country  lying  near  the  Rhine,  was  expofed  to 
both  parties,  and  the  French  iirfl  entered  it. 

There  were  fome  Engliih  troops  in  the  French  army, 
who  had  conceived  an  implacable  revenge  againft  the 
fubjects  of  the  palatine,  in  regard  many  of  their  com¬ 
rades  had  been  barbaroufly  handled  by  them ;  wherefore 
they  made  great  devastation  wherever  they  came,  burnt 
five-and-twenty  great  villages  to  the  ground,  and  five 
imall  cities  ;  in  a  word,  they  quite  ruined,  in  fifteen  days 
time,  the  whole  country,  which  is  efteemed  the  moll  plea- 
fant  and  agreeable  part  of  Europe. 

Thus  put  the  elector  all  in  choler,  and  he  wrote  a 
fliarp  letter  to  the  Marefchal  Turenne,  threatening  him 
in  a  furious  manner,  and  bidding  him  choofe  the  plaee 
where  he  might  fight  with  him  in  fingle  duel ;  but  the 
fage  marefchal  retaining  his  ufual  moderation,  and  not  at 
all  moved  at  the  palatine’s  letter,  anfwered  it  in  thefe  or 
the  like  terms  :  “  That  the  proceedings  of  the  Engliih 
regiments  were  without  his  order  or  approbation  ;  that 
he  was  infinitely  troubled  at  the  violences  which  had 
been  committed,  and  that  the  chief  authors  had  been 
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punilhed  ;  neverthelefs,  he  could  not  but  declare,  that 
the  cruel  treatment  which  the  Englifh  had  met  with, 
had  fo  exafperated  their  companions,  that  it  was  no  won¬ 
der  to  fee  them  execute  their  revenge,  even  on  the  very 
inanimate  things ;  and  that  in  the  firft  heat  and  tranfport 
of  their  fury,  they  had  not  leifure  to  examine  who  were 
guilty,  and  who  not.”  He  added  likewife,  “  That  if 
the  poll  which  the  king  his  mailer  had  appointed  him, 
would  permit  him  to  accept  of  his  challenge,  he  would 
not  refufe  it,  counting  it  an  honour  to  meafure  his  arms 
with  thofe  of  fo  illuftriousa  prince  ;  but  that  as  things 
were,  he  delired  to  be  excufed.” 

In  former  days,  fuch  an  anfwer  as  this  would  have 
been  taken  for  an  argument  of  cowardice  in  a  man  pro- 
feffing  arms.  There  was  nothing  more  common  among 
thefe  infidels,  than  to  decide  their  private  controverfies, 
grudges,  and  quarrels,  by  the  fword,  and  their  laws  al¬ 
lowed  it.  If  any  man  had  accufed  another  wrongfully, 
or  had  done  him  any  other  injury,  he  did  not  run  pre- 
fently  to  the  cadis  or  lawyers  for  redrefs,  but  had  re- 
courfe  to  his  arms,  and  whofoever  got  the  victory,  his 
caufe  was  pronounced  juft  ;  but  fince  the  commerce 
which  has  been  eftablifhed  between  the  Muffulmans  and 
the  Nazarenes,  thefe  latter  have  learned  to  forfake  fo 
impious  a  practice,  being  alhamed  that  the  followers  of 
Mahomet,  whom  they  call  infidels,  Ihould  ciitftrip  them 
in  the  peaceablenefs  of  their  tempers,  a  virtue  fo  earneft- 
ly  recommended  to  the  practice  of  all  Cnriftians  by  Jefus 
the  fon  of  Mary  ;  befides,  they  have  found  the  inconve¬ 
nience  of  thefe  private  combats,  and  they  are  generally 
forbidden  now  in  moft  countries  of  Europe.  This  is 
owing  to  the  examples  of  the  muffulmans,  whofe  anger 
againft  each  other  fcarce  ever  proceeds  to  contumelious 
words,  much  lefs  to  blows,  or  any  attempt  upon  life ; 
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for  when  a  difpute  arifes  between  two  true  believers,  and 
they  become  never  fo  little  paffionate  thereupon,  it  is  but 
for  a  third  perfon,  one  of  the  faithful,  to  interpofe  him- 
felf,  and  reproach  them  with  violating  the  laws  of  the 
prophet,  and  the  honour  of  their  profeffion,  and  they 
immediately  are  made  friends  again.  Such  magic  there 
is  in  the  force  of  thefe  words,  “  Fy,  fy  !  What !  Muf- 
fulmans,  and  quarrel  ?”  the  ufual  reprimand  of  the  by- 
danders  ;  which  is  an  evident  argument,  that  our  holy 
religion  has  a  greater  influence  on  the  hearts  and  con- 
fciences  of  thofe  that  profefs  it,  than  has  that  of  the  Na- 
zarenes  ;  for  whilft  thefe  pretend  to  believe  and  honour 
the  Meffias  as  their  lawgiver,  they  difobey  him  in  their 
daily  practice,  and  fo  give  the  lie  to  their  faith,  difcover- 
ing  that  it  has  no  efficacy  on  their  morals.  Doubtlefs 
the  Meffias  was  holy,  chafte,  peaceable,  humble,  and 
harmlefs-;  but  it  is  rare  to  And  any  of  thefe  virtues  a- 
mong  his  followers.  He  bid  them  return  good  for  evil, 
bleffings  for  curfes,  and  to  fuffer  all  injuries  patiently, 
after  his  example  ;  but  they  invert  the  older  of  his  pre¬ 
cepts,  and  read  them  backward,  as  they  fay  witches  do 
the  pater-nofter. 

When  Judas  came  to  feize  him  in  the  garden  of  Geth- 
femani,  with  a  train  of  officers  and  ruffians,  one  of  Jefus’s 
retinue  drew  his  whiniard,  and  cut  off  an  ear  from  the 
fervant  of  the  high-pried  ;  but  the  Son  of  Mary  was  fo 
far  from  commending  his  zeal  in  this,  that  he  bid  him 
put  up  his  fword,  telling  him  withal,  “  That  whofoever 
draws  the  fword,  (hall  perifh  by  the  fword.”  At  the 
fame  time,  he  redored  the  fellow’s  ear  again  by  a  mi¬ 
racle. 

Magnanimous  ferafquier,  what  I  have  faid  intrenches 
not  on  the  right  of  lawful  war  in  defence  of  one’s  coun- 
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try,  or  of  the  volume  brought  down  from  heaven.  The 
facred  combat  was  ever  allowed  of  by  God  and  man. 

Thou  art  now  engaged  in  this  caufe  againft  infidels  ; 
fight  generoufly  and  vanquilh ;  but  enter  not  into  pri¬ 
vate  duels  with  any  man,  though  he  be  a  prince,  with¬ 
out  the  Grand  Signior’s  confent ;  for  the  fafety  of  his 
royal  perfon  depends  upon  the  prefervation  of  his  faith¬ 
ful,  valiant,  and  wife  generals. 

Paris,  25th  of  the  8th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1674. 


VIII. — To  the  fame. 

I  will  now  give  thee  a  brief  account  of  the  famous  bat¬ 
tle  of  Senef,  which  makes  a  great  noife  in  Europe,  and 
is  reckoned  one  of  the  moft  terrible  that  has  been  fought 
in  thefe  parts  for  many  ages  ;  for  it  will  not  be  arr.ifs  to 
let  thee  know  the  particular  circumfiances  of  this  com¬ 
bat,  the  good  condudl  of  the  French  generals,  as  alfo 
their  overfights  and  errors,  that  thou  mayeft  make  a 
right  ufe  of  fuch  examples,  in  the  difficulties  which  may 
environ  thee  through  the  chance  of  war. 

On  the  9th  of  this  in  ft  ant  moon,  the  confederate 
forces,  amounting  to  fixty  thoufand  men,  marched  with 
their  left  wing  to  a  place  called  Arken,  and  their  right 
to  the  foreft  of  Burfieray,  where  they  encamped,  having 
before  them  a  village  called  Senef,  fituated  in  Brabant  ; 
they  tamed  there  on  the  10th  day,  and  next  morning 
parted  from  thence,  marching  in  three  lines,  counting 
the  baggage  for  one  ;  whilft  the  Prince  de  Vaudemont 
commanded  a  body  of  fix  thoufand  Spanifh  horfe,  to  co¬ 
ver  their  march,  and  to  Ikirmifh  with  the  French,  if 
there  fhould  be  occafion,  till  the  whole  army  were  in  or- 
der. 
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As  foon  as  the  Prince  of  Conde  was  advertifed  of 
thefe  motions,  he  was  refolved  to  take  advantage  of  their 
neceffity,  and  to  attack  them  before  they  could  poffibly 
get  together  into  a  body  capable  of  fuftaining  the  Ihock 
of  the  French  army,  which  was  clofely  embattled.  To 
this  end  he  caufed  one  part  of  the  army,  with  four  pieces 
of  cannon,  to  crofs  the  river  of  Pilton,  where  unfufpefted 
they'  might  obferve  the  enemies  motions  ;  another  part 
he  polled  in  a  deep  valley,  where  the  confederates  could 
not  perceive  them  ;  and  that  nothing  might  be  wanting 
to  his  full  information  of  their  advances,  he  caufed  the 
marefchal  of  the  camp,  with  a  confiderable  detachment, 
to  gain  a  certain  hill,  from  whence,  lying  under  the  co¬ 
vert  of  thick  woods,  he  might  attend  every  flep  of  the 
enemy,  without  being  difcovered  himfelf. 

When  the  prince  had  made  all  thofe  preparations,  he- 
fent  the  Marquis  de  Rannes,  and  the  Chevalier  de  Tel- 
ladet,  with  the  dragoons  under  their  command,  to  alfault 
the  confederates  not  far  from  Senef.  This  was  perform¬ 
ed  with  fo  much  vigour,  that  they  drove  them  into  the 
village,  with  uo  little  {laughter  of  the  Spaniards  ;  but 
not  fatisfied  with  this,  they  attacked  them  in  the  village 
itfelf ;  and  after  a  long  and  bloody  conflict,  the  French 
beat  them  thence  alfo,  purfuing  them  into  the  plain,  till 
at  laft  both  the  whole  armies  were  engaged  pell-mell ; 
then  was  the  fight  cruel  and  fierce,  the  officers  of  both 
fides  behaving  themfelves  with  furpaffing  bravery,  and 
the  foldiers  not  (hrinking  from  their  valiant  leaders.  But 
fortune  favoured  the  Trench,  who,  before  they  quitted 
the  plain,  became  makers  of  all  the  Hollanders  baggage, 
ammunition,  powder,  and  money,  which  they  brought 
with  them  to  pay  the  army  ;  then  the  Prince  of  Conde 
chafed  them  into  the  village  of  Dufay,  where  the  con¬ 
federates  intrenched  themfelves  under  the  covert  of  a 
'  Vol.  VIII ,  B 
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caftle,  and  a  ftrong  church.  But  that  aftive  general 
would  not  fuffer  them  to  reft  long  there  ;  he  fet  upon 
them  on  all  hands  fo  furioufly,  that  they  were  forced  to 
abandon  the  place,  and  enter  the  plain  the  fecond  time. 
The  battle  had  now  lafted  five  hours,  and  great  was  the 
daughter  on  both  fides.  The  French  took  almoft  four 
thoufand  prifoners,  .  and  killed  as  many  upon  the  fpot, 
befides  thofe  that  they  left  wounded,  which  fo  weakened 
and  difcouraged  the  confederates,  that  the  next  day  they 
retired,  and  left  the  French  rnaftcrs  of  the  field. 

Now  I  will  tell  thee,  that  had  the  Prince  of  Conde 
been  contented  with  his  tuft  victory  at  Senef,  he  had 
faved  abundance  ox  French  blood  ;  for  in  that  fight  the 
confederates  loft  above  two  thoufand  men,  and  the  French 
fcarce  an  hundred.  But  the  fierinefs  of  his  temper  car- 
ricd  him  beyond  his  judgment,  to  purfue  them  into  dif¬ 
ficult  places  ;  fo  that  in  the  winding  up  of  the  matter, 
though  the  victory  was  his,  it  coft  him  above  fifteen 
hundred  lives  of  his  foldiers,  which  might  have  been  as 
well  fpai;ed,  and  his  honour  remained  the  fame. 

Valiant  ferafquier,  I  fend  thee  this  narrative,  as  a 
chart  by  which  to  fteer  thy  courfe  in  the  like  emergen¬ 
cies,  advifing  thee  to  temper  thy  courage  with  fage  con¬ 
duct  and  prudence,  and  not  to  facrifice  thy  men  to  a  rafh 
caprice  of  martial  frenzy. 

Paris,  iztli  of  the  9th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1674. 


IX. — To  Mehemet,  an  exiled  Eunuch ,  at  Alcairo  in 

Egypt. 

Hov/  changeable  is  the  ftate  of  mortals  !  how  incon- 
flant  our  thoughts,  pafiions,  words,  and  actions !  We 
are  never  fixed  long  on  any  thing  ;  if  we  are  invited  to 
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call  anchor  a  while  in  fome  calm  and  ferene  feafon,  whilft 
we  furl  the  fails  of  human  care  and  anxiety  ;  if  we  are 
permitted  to  careen  and  recruit  our  weather-beaten  fpirits, 
enjoying  fome  fliort  interval  of  reft  and  eafe,  the  indul¬ 
gence  foon  expires,  and  we  are  forced  to  weigh  and  hoift 
with  double  diligence,  left  we  incur  a  wreck.  The  tem¬ 
pers  raifed  by  our  evil  ftars  blow  hard  upon  us  ;  we  run 
adrift,  and  are  tofied  up  and  down  on  the  billows  of 
human  mifery,  without  any  approved  pilot,  chart,  or 
compafs,  to  diretf  us  in  the  uncertain  road  of  life  ;  we 
float  at  random,  in  a  fea  of  perpetual  hazards  and  diffi¬ 
culties. 

O  Mehemet  !  I  will  not  now,  as  once  formerly  I  did, 
wilh.myfelf  in  one  of  the  Egyptian  pyramids,  or  court 
the  fociety  of  ghofts  and  demons  ;  I  will  not  take  fanc- 
tuary  in  thofe  fuperannuated  prifons  of  royal  fouls,  nor 
feek  diverfion  among  the  dead  ;  not  the  black  mafque- 
rades  of  Cheep's  fepulchre,  danced  each  night  by  antic 
fhadows,  or  wildeft  meafures  of  hobgoblins  in  the  gal¬ 
leries  eff  that  horrid  pile,  could  now  relieve  my  melan¬ 
choly,  or  eafe  my  frenetic  pain,  becaufe  the  entertain¬ 
ment  is  too  narrow,  dole  and  ftale  for  fuch  a  foul  as 
mine.  I  would  fain  ramble  through  an  infinite  fpace, 
planted  each  ftage  with  ieminaries  of  new  ideas,  uncouth 
forms,  and  ft  range  chimeras  ;  I  would  fee  the  effence  of 
all  beings  that  I  have  already  feer.,  reverfed,  turned  up- 
flde  down,  or  infide  out,  or  any  way  transformed,  fo  as  I 
might  not  know  them  again  ;  I  would  have  all  the  ele¬ 
ments  change  their  qualities  ;  the  fire  to  lofe  its  innate 
heat,  and  water  to  expunge  its  moifture  ;  the  earth  take 
fire,  and  blow  itfelf  up  into  the  ninth  fphere,  whilft  the 
air  (hall  condenfe  and  crulh  itfelf  into  a  folid  globe,  pro¬ 
ducing  a  new  race  cf  minerals,  vegetables,  and  living 
creatures,  which  our  old  purblind  world  never  faw  be- 
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fore  ;  I  would  have  flying  trees,  and  birds  whole  out- 
fpread  claws ‘take  rooting  in  the  air,  and  grow  like 
Baucis  and  Philemon  ;  their  wings  to  branches  turned, 
their  featheis  into  leaves;  befides  a  thoufand  kinds  of 
monfters,  more  than  ever  Ovid  fpoke  of  in  his  metamor- 
phofis. 

After  all  this,  I  would  go  up  and  view  the  orbs  above, 
reftore  tire  rotten  corruptible  heavens,  pull  all  the  bulls 
and  bears,  the  fcorpions,  lions,  centaurs,  and  other  anti’ 
quated  bealts  out  of  the  fky  ;  make  the  new  ftar  of  Caf- 
fiopoeia  pay  a  fwinging  fine  for  her  damned  late  unman¬ 
nerly  appearance  in  the  fenate  of  the  ftars. 

Then  would  I  fet  up  an  inquifition  for  the  comets,  to 
know  from  whence  they  are,  and  what  their  bufinefs  is 
amon<r  the  orbs  above  ;  I  would  examine  all  the  conflel- 
lations,  and  know  the  meaning  of  their  names,  and  ill- 
fhaped  figures ;  and  then  I  would  trace  the  milky  way, 
mounting  direftly  to  the  holieft  heavens  of  all. 

There,  perhaps,  I  fhould  begin  to  be  model!  and  fo- 
ber,  confidering  that  it  is  the  prefence-chamber  of  the 
Omnipotent  ;  I  would  not  broach  fedition,  nor  talk  fac- 
tioufly  before  the  King  of  all  things  ;  but  behaving  my- 
felf  like  a  courtier  during  the  public  audience,  I  would 
afterwards  retire,  and  fcamper  through  the  endlefs  fields, 
beyond  the  Coelum  Empyrasum,  where  I  would  either 
find  out  new  worlds,  or  room  for  them  ;  nothing  fhould 
confine  my  fearch  refs  than  infinity.  Is  not  our  fenfe, 
fancy,  and  reafon,  without  bounds  ?  Are  not  tnefe  paits 
of  the  univerfe  ?  And  has  God  made  any  part  greater 
than  the  whole  ?  This  is  a  contradiction  in  nature.  Tie 
has  given  us  faculties,  which,  if  rightly  ufed,  cannot  en  ; 
our  conceptions  are  fquared  to  his  eternal  model  of  the 
world,  if  we  do  not  debauch  our  own  thoughts,  or 
fuffer  them  to  be  corrupted  by  others.  He  is  the  pri- 
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native  and  original  reafon,  the  everlafting  common  fen- 
foriinn  of  nature,  in  whom,  and  by  whom,  we  all  fee  that 
we  hare  eyes,  hear  that  we  have  ears,  fmell  that  we  have 
nofes,  tafte  that  we  have  a  tongue,  and  feel  that  we  are 
all  over  full  of  fenlible  fpirits. 

Oh  God  !  thy  praifes  are  without  beginning  or  end  ; 
thou  art  an  eternal  circle  of  wonders  and  miracles  ;  thou 
furpaffeft  all  our  fublimeft  thoughts  ;  no  words  can  de¬ 
cypher  the  fkirts  of  thy  garment  ;  on  thee  infinite 
worlds  have  relied  from  eternal  ages  ;  thou  art  no  nig¬ 
gard  of  thy  gifts.  Why  Ihould  infinite  goodnefs  and 
bounty  be  traduced  by  infidels  ?  They  fay  the  world  is 
but  fo  many  thoufand  years  old,  perhaps  five  or  fix.  It 
is  a  damned  blafphemy,  thus  Ihfty  to  calumniate  the  Om¬ 
nipotent,  and  to  fay  by  craft  he  was  not  fo  early  gracious 
as  he  might  have  been.  What  Ihould  ail  the  Eternal, 
that  he  was  not  in  a  condition  to  produce  the  world  be¬ 
fore  ?  Or  was  he  in  a  fullen  humour,  that  he  Ihould  fuffer 
a  lapfe  of  indeterminate  ages,  before  he  Ihould  difplay 
his  attributes  ? 

Oh,  no  !  fuffer  not  this  dodlvine  to  take  root  in  thy 
foul,  my  dear  Mehemet,  but  remember  there  is  no  envy 
in  the  Deity  ;  doubtlefs  he  was  as  good,  powerful,  juft, 
and  wife,  from  all  eternity,  as  at  Mofes’s  hour  of  the 
creation,  or  as  he  is  now,  and  ever  will  be,  world  with¬ 
out  end,  amen  ;  as  the  Nazarenes  have  in  their  prayers. 

My  Mehemet,  let  us  lhake  off  the  prejudices  of  edu¬ 
cation,  with  all  the  prepoffeflions  and  falfe  dogmas  of  our 
early  years,  and  adhere  to  firm  reafon,  and  the  infpira- 
tions  that  are  from  beyond  the  vifible  frame. 

Take  this  as  my  laft  adieu,  for  I  am  juft  equipping  for 
the  unknown  eternal  voyage. 

Paris,  5th  of  the  nth  Moon,  of  the  Year  1674. 
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X. — To  the  Kaimacham. 

The  affairs  of  France  feem  to  be  in  a  very  flourilhing 
condition;  this  invincible  monarch  not  only  conquers  ci¬ 
ties  and  provinces  by  force,  but  fome  yield  to  him  volun¬ 
tarily,  courting  his  protection. 

Here  are  arrived  deputies  from  the  fenateof  Meffina 
in  Sicily,  to  defire  the  king  to  free  that  city  and  people 
from  the  yoke  of  Spanifh  tyranny,  and  to  number  them 
among  his  fubjedfs  ;  they  are  received  without  much  ce- 
remonv  on  the  part  of  this  court,  which  affects  to  appear 
ftately  and  referved  at  fuch  a  juncture  ;  however,  there  is 
no  point  of  humanity  or  hofpitable  ufage  neglected  to¬ 
ward  thefe  ftrar.gers ;  in  a  word,  they  are  entertained 
as  friends  of  a  lower  degree,  and  they  efteem  this  a  fuffi- 
cient  happinefs. 

It  feems  the  Spaniffi  government  was  very  fevere  and 
cruel,  laying  infupportable  taxes  on  the  inhabitants,  and 
fleecing  them  of  their  filver  and  gold  by  a  theufand  tricks 
and  inventions  of  ftate.  It  was  a  crime  to  grow  rich, 
and  no  lefs  to  be  fo  poor  as  to  deny  the  payment  of  the 
gabels  ;  the  one  put  a  man  in  danger  of  the  Inquifition, 
the  other  expofed  him  to  the  galleys,  or  feme  worfe  fla- 
very  in  the  mines  of  Peru.  On  whomfoever  the  viceroy 
or  his  officers  caft  an  ill  eyre,  that  perfon  was  fure  to  be 
ruined,  if  he  did  not  make  his  efcape,  or  prefent  his  ene¬ 
my'  with  the  value  perhaps  of  half  of  his  wealth  ;  and  he 
muff  take  it  as  a  favour  too  that  they  would  compound 
at  fuch  eafy  rates  ;  for  thefe  greedy  harpies  are  feldom 
contented  with  lefs  than  all  a  man  has. 

Infinite  other  oppreffions  the  people  fuffered  under, 
which  at  laft  fo  wearied  their  patience,  that  they  began 
to  cabal  and  form  confpiracies  againft  the  viceroy  ;  and 
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it  was  not  only  the  vulgar  that  thus  fought  after  liberty, 
but  the  chief  of  the  citizens,  and  fome  of  the  fenators. 

Thefe  all  unanimoufly  agreed  to  treat  underhand  with 
the  French  king,  to  reprefent  to  him  their  grievances, 
with  the  prefent  flate  of  the  whole  ifland  ;  for  they  had 
-heard  the  fame  and  character  of  his  perfon  and  govern¬ 
ment,  and  they  were  well  fatisfied  they  could  not  fubmit 
to  a  better  or  more  generous  mailer  than  him.  The 
king  undertakes  to  refcue  them  from  the  Spanilh  bond¬ 
age  provided  they  would  affhl  him  with  what  fuccours 
they  could  fpare,  and  inflruft  his  officers  in  thofe  things 
which  would  facilitate  the  reduftion  of  the  ifle. 

He  fent  forces  accordingly,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  under  the  command  of  the  Chevalier  de  Valbelle, 
who  acquitted  himfelf  very  fuccefsfully,  having  perform¬ 
ed  many  confiderable  exploits,  and  taken  feveral  towns, 
callles,  arid  other  ftrong  places  from  the  Spaniards. 

The  fenate  of  Meffina  being  encouraged  by  thefe  pro- 
fpeious  beginnings,  thought  it  high  time  actually  to  fur- 
render  themfelves  up  to  the  French  king  ;  and  it  is  on 
this  errand  the  deputies  are  come. 

The  king  being  informed  that  the  Chevalier  de  Val¬ 
belle  wanted  greater  forces  to  conquer  the  places  which 
remain  in  the  Spaniards  hands,  immediately  gave  orders 
for  a  certain  number  of  velfels  to  be  fitted  and  manned, 
under  the  command  of  the  Duke  of  Vivonne  ;  he  gave  a 
commiffion  alfo  to  the  Marquis  de  Velavoir,  with  a  con¬ 
fiderable  army  of  men,  ordering  him  to  make  all  fpeed 
for  Sicily,  and  to  join  the  Chevalier  de  Valbelle,  or  to  aft 
feparately,  as  occafion  offered. 

They  fay  the  Duke  of  Vivonne  will  fet  fail  with  his 
fleet  about  the  beginning  of  the  firfl  moon  :  He  is  efleem- 
ed  a  good  foldier,  though  fome  of  the  grandees  and  peers 
of  the  realm  envy  him,  in  regard  he  was  raifed  to  the 
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high  dignities  he  pofTeflfes  throiigh  the  mediation  of  his 
fitter,  Madame  de  Monteipan,  one  of  the  ting’s  concu¬ 
bines  ;  for  he  was  before  only  Count  of  Vivonne,  but  now 
he  is  duke,  peer,  and  marefchal  of  France,  as  alfo  ad¬ 
miral  of  the  Mediterranean  galleys. 

The  Prince  of  Conde,  once  in  company  with  fame  of 
the  grandees,  and  making  a  comparifon  between  the 
Marefchals  Feuillade  and  Vivonne,  he  faid  that  Feuillade 
got  his  honour  by  the  fword,  and  Vivonne  by  the  fcab- 
bard,  reflecting  thereby  on  his  fitter. 

It  was  not  the  firft  time  that  prince  ufed  the  liberty 
of  his  tongue  in  affronting  people  ;  he  was  always  daring 
and  bold  in  fuch  cafes  :  When  he  was  young,  and  travel¬ 
ling  through  Picardy,  he  was  to  pafs  by  a  certain  con¬ 
vent,  or  religious  houfe  on  the  road,  where  the  fuperior 
with  all  his  dervifes  came  out  to  meet  him,  and  to  pay 
him  the  ceremonies  and  acknowledgments  due  to  his  qua¬ 
lity.  The  fuperior  was  making  a  long  elaborate  harangue, 
in  compliment  to  the  prince,  when  he  all  in  a  frolic  called 
aloud  to  know  what  o’clock  it  was.  The  poor  dervifes 
ftriving  who  fhould  moft  readily  fatisfy  him,  cried  out  all 
together,  “  It  is  mid-day,  my  Lord  when  he  made 
them  this  wild  anfwer,  “  Then  get  you  all  gone,  and 
make  an  end  of  your  fpeech  to  the  devil  by  mid-night  ; 
for  I  will  hear  no  more  of  your  long-winded  flattery.” 

Thou  wilt  fay  this  was  an  odd  foit  of  expreffion  in  a 
prince  ;  but  it  mutt  be  imputed  to  the  fierinefs  of  his  con- 
ititution,  which  in  his  youth  fpuired  him  ou  to  a  thotP 
land  extravagancies.  He  corrected  thele  in  time,  and  in- 
ftead  of  fuch  vain  pranks  and  flatties  of  his  fparkling  na« 
ture,  he  grew  inflamed  with  noble  ardours  for  his  king 
and  country.  He  was  commonly  called  the  French  Lion 
and  Mars,  being  etteemed  the  boldeft  man  in  the  king¬ 
dom,  Marefchal  Turenne,  who  was  no  ftranger  to  his 
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genius,  ufed  to  fay,  “  That  fince  the  brave  Horatius 
Curtins,  there  never  was  a  man  born  of  woman  fo  full  of 
fire  and  fpirit  as  the  Prince  of  Conde.” 

Yet,  which  is  more  to  be  admired,  rhat  two  fuch  qua¬ 
lities  ihould  meet  in  the  fame  genius,  he  is  a  great  ftatef- 
man,  as  well  as  a  valiant  foldier  ;  he  has  a  prodigious  aim 
at  the  good  or  ill  fuccefs  of  enterprifes  ;  and  his  counfels 
are  generally  fortunate. 

As  thefe  accomplilhments  have  rendered  him  beloved 
by  tire  generality  of  the  French  nation,  fo  his  inconftancy, 
and  Tiding  with  different  fadtions,  have  made  him  fufpeft- 
ed  both  by  the  court  and  the  parliaments.  All  fides  are 
fhy  of  him,  and  referved  in  their  addreffes.  Though  he 
has  done  fervices  enough,  one  would  think,  to  efface  the 
memory  of  his  former  failings,  yet  the  civilities  he  re¬ 
ceives  from  the  king  are  only  the  faint  fprinklings  of 
court  holy  water  ;  fo  hard  a  thing  it  is  for  an  eminent 
perfon  to  recover  the  efteem  which  he  has  once  loft  by 
snaking  falfe  fteps. 

This  monarch  is  obferved  to  be  very  conftant  to  thofe 
he  loves,  never  putting  to  death  any  of  his  favourites, 
though  he  has  often  caufed  them  to  be  arrefted  ;  he  is 
very  affable,  and  of  no  difficult  accefs ;  civil  and  courte¬ 
ous  to  the  pooreft  people,  returning  the  falutes  of  his 
fubjedls  with  much  condefcenfion ;  he  is  amorous  alfo, 
and  indulges  that  foft  paffion  in  the  midil  of  all  his  glo¬ 
rious  enterprifes.;  he  had  once  three  miftreffes  together, 
one  whereof  was  of  vulgar  parentage,  the  other  was  a 
noble  woman,  and  the  third  a  nun  ;  which  occafioned  this 
jeft  to  be  put  on  him,  “  That  he  went  about  to  unite 
the  three  eftates,  and  fallen  them  to  the  intereft  of  the 
crown.” 

Among  the  other  diverfions  of  this  great  prince,  he 
takes  a  particular  pleafure  in  magnificent  buildings  ;  and 
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his  new  palace  at  Verfailles  is  efteemed  one  of  the  won¬ 
ders  of  the  world,  for  beauty  ar.d  art.  As  foon  as  it 
was  finilhed,  a  certain  poet  prefented  the  king  with  this 
dillich  : 

Non  orbis  gentem,  non  urbem  gens  habet  uila  ; 

Urbsve  domurn,  dominum  nec  domus  ulla  parem. 

Sage  minifter,  tnefe  infidels  flatter  themfelves  with  a 
wrong  idea  of  their  own  grandeur,  not  confidering  the 
invincible  Ofmans  are  by  deftiny  exalted  above  all  other 
nations,  and  that  no  city  is  comparable  to  Conftantinople 
for  beauty  and  riches,  nor  any  place  fo  magnificent  as 
the  feraglio,  which  is  the  feat  of  the  great  Sultan,  lord 
of  Alia,  Africa,  and  Europe,  arbitrater  of  the  whole 
earth. 

Paris,  17th  of  the  12th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1674. 


XI. — To  the  Visier  Bassa  at  Qonjlanthiople. 

X  am  acquainted  with  a  French  merchant  in  this  city, 
who  often  trades  to  Conftantinople,  Smyrna,  Aleppo,  and 
other  cities  of  the  Levant  ;  he  knows  nothing  of  me  or 
my  bufinefs  at  Paris,  farther  than  other  people,  who  take 
me  for  a  native  of  Moldavia,  and  one  wrhom  the  defire  of 
knowledge  has  brought  hither,  where  the  fciences  have 
taken  up  their  refidence ;  befides,  they  may  imagine  that 
the  hopes  of  preferment  in  the  church  were  one  induce¬ 
ment  to  my  travelling  thus  far  from  the  place  of  my  na¬ 
tivity,  fince  I  have  all  along  profefied  myfelf  a  ftudent 
and  candidate  of  the  priefthood,  and  it  is  generally  known 
how  familiar  I  have  been  with  Cardinal  Richlieu  and  his 
iucceffor  Mazarini.  Whatever  their  thoughts  be,  thou 
.  mayeft  allure  thyfelf;  that  in  the  in  ait)  I  have  taken  care 
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to  conceal  my  true  circumftances,  and  the  affairs  of  the 
Grand  Signior  entrufted  to  my  charge.  But  to  come  to 
the  bufinefs. 

The  merchant  of  whom  I  fpeak  is  called  Monlieur  de 
Vaubrun,  a  man  of  generous  extraction,  and  by  his  in- 
duftry  he  has  acquired  a  confiderable  wealth.  This  per-, 
fon,  not  long  fince,  came  from  Conflantinople,  and  has 
made  it  his  bufinefs,  ever  fince  his  return,  to  extol  the 
fingular  morality  and  juftice  of  the  muflulmans.  In  all 
companies  wherever  he  comes,  it  is  ufual  with  him  to  fay, 
“  The  Turks  are  perfedt  faints  in  comparifon  with  us.” 
And  to  confirm  his  affertion,  he  relates  many  pretty  paf- 
fages  of  things  happening  whillt  he  refided  at  the  im¬ 
perial  city,  all  in  honour  of  the  true  believers  ;  which  has 
drawn  upon  him  no  fmall  hatred,  envy,  and  perfecution 
from  the  priefts,  and  their  more  bigotted  followers.  How¬ 
ever,  he  fhrinks  not  from  his  word,  but  ftoutly  maintains 
the  truth  of  his  aflertions  )  and  fome  men  of  fenfe,  who 
have  heard  the  ftories  he  tells,  and  the  elegant  account 
he  gives  of  our  religion  and  morals,  cannot  forbear  cry¬ 
ing  out,  “  They  are  almoft  profelyted  to  the  Mahometan 
faith.” 

Among  the  reft,  he  recounts  an  extraordinary  occur¬ 
rence  which  happened  to  himfelf  at  his  parting  from 
Conflantinople,  which  I  thought  it  worth  while  to  ac¬ 
quaint  thee  with,  in  regard  it  is  much  taken  notice  of  in 
Paris  by  all  that  hear  it,  and  conduces  not  a. little  to  raife 
in  the  French  an  higher  efteem  of  the  muflulmans  and 
our  holy  faith  than  they  were  wont  to  have. 

It  feems  Monfieur  de  Vaubrun  had  entered  into  a  ftridf 
partnerfhip  with  Muftapha  Zari,  a  native  of  Turcomania, 
dwelling  at  Conflantinople,  and  trading  in  filks ;  their 
mutual  traffic  and  correfpondence  held  for  the  fpace  of 
four  years,  at  the  end  of  which  the  Frenchman  being 
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called  home  to  his  native  country,  by  letters  from  foir.c 
of  his  friends,  to  take  poffeffion  ox  an  eftate  newly  fallen 
to  him  by  the  death  of  an  uncle,  he  gave  his  partner  no¬ 
tice  of  it,  telling  him  his  refolution  was  fixed  to  depart 
very  fpeedily  from  the  Porte,  and  take  his  voyage  for 
1‘ ranee;  at  the  fame  time  defiring  that  the  accounts  be¬ 
tween  them  might  be  fettled,  which  was  done  according¬ 
ly  ;  and  in  calling  them  up,  it  was  agreed  upon  by  both, 
that  this  Monfieur  Vaubrun  remained  indebted  nine  hun¬ 
dred  fequins  to  Muftapha  Zari.  There  was  no  conten¬ 
tion  in  the  cafe  ;  Monfieur  very  readily  gave  him  five 
bags  fealed,  and  defired  him  to  tell  the  money.  “  No, 
(replied  Muftapha)  we  have  dealt  together  thus  long, 
and  I  have  found  you  an  honeft  man  ;  God  forbid  that  I 
Ihould  miftruft  my  friend  at  our  laft  parting.” 

This  was  done  the  day  before  Mon/feur  de  Vaubrun 
was  to  take  his  leave  of  Conftantincple  ;  for  he  had  hiied 
horfes  to  travel  by  land  to  Smyrna,  his  bufinefs  fo  requir¬ 
ing  ;  therefore  both  parties  being  well  falisfied,  they  bid 
adieu  to  each  other,  w idling  mutual  happinefs.  The  next 
day  Monfieur  de  Vaubrun  took  horfe  for  Smyrna,  hav¬ 
ing  difpatc’ned  all  his  affairs  at  the  Imperial  Porte. 

It  fo  happened,  that  as  foon  as  he  was  gone,  Muftapha 
had  occafion  to  pay  a  thoufand  five  hundred  iequins  to  a 
merchant  of  Holland  ;  wherefore,  having  newly  received 
thofe  five  bags  from  his  partner,  he,  with  them,  made  up 
the  fum  due  to  the  Dutchman,  faying  withal,  that  he 
had  not  told  the  money  in  thofe  five  bags,  in  regard  he 
took  them  on  the  credit  of  a  very  worthy  and  honeft; 
man,  who  had  been  his  partner;  but  the  jealous  Chriftian 
would  not  Ihow  fo  much  generofity  ;  for  he  pvefently 
broke  up  the  feals  in  the  prefence  of  Muftapha,  and  hav¬ 
ing  told  over  the  money,  faid  it  was  all  right,  and  was 
very  fairly  putting  it  up  again  ;  but  Muftapha,  who  had 
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a  quick  eye,  and  being  well  verfed  in  telling  of  money, 
oerceived  there  was  a  great  overplus,  above  nine  hundred 
fequins  ;  wherefore  he  bid  the  Dutchman  hold  his  hand, 
till  he  had  told  the  bags  over  himfelf,  for  he  fufpe&ed 
there  was  feme  miltake.  The  Nazarene  durft  not  deny 
a  true  believer  this  privilege  under  the  Grand  Signior’s 
protection,  whatever  he  would  have  done  in  his  own 
country  ;  fo  that  when  Muftapha  had  run  the  money 
over,  he  found  eleven  hundred  and  fifty  fequins  in  bags 
by  themfelves,  and  gave  the  reft  to  the  Hollander :  In  a 
word,  having  difpatched  that  payment,  he  fent  an  ex- 
prefs  away  immediately,  with  the  two  hundred  and  fifty 
fequins  to  Monfieur  de  Vaubrun,  who  he  knew  was  to 
tarry  forne  days  at  a  town  on  the  road,  about  twenty 
leagues  from  Conftantinople,  commanding  the  courier  to 
deliver  him  this  meflage  in  writing  :  “  My  friend,  God 
forbid  that  I  flrould  detain  any  thing  beyond  my  right, 
or  deal  with  thee  as  a  certain  Frank  would  have  done  by 
me  ;  for  thou  knoweft  that  I  took  the  money  on  thy  cre¬ 
dit,  without  telling  it  ;  but  being  to  pay  it  away  this 
day  to  a  Dutch  merchant,  he  not  having  the  fame  faith, 
would  tell  it  ;  and  finding  thefe  two  hundred  and  fifty 
fequins  over  and  above  the  fum  fuppofed  to  be  in  the 
bags,  yet  would  have  fmuggled  them  in  his  Dutch  con¬ 
fidence,  had  not  I  difeerned  his  fraud,  and  prevented 
him.  I  fend  them  to  thee  as  thy  right,  fuppofiug  it  was 
fiome  overfight.  God  prohibits  all  injuftice.” 

This  relation  I  had  from  Monfieur  de  Vaubrun’s  own 
mouth,  and  I  tell  thee  it  makes  a  great  noife  in  Paris :  I 
leave  it  to  thy  mature  refolves,  whether  that  honeft  mufi- 
fiulman  deferves  not  fome  particular  and  public  honour  to 
be  done  him,  who  by  fuch  a  rare  a&ion  of  juftice,  has 
railed  a  noble  character  of  the  muffulmans  among  the  in¬ 
fidels. 
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Moft  iliuftrious  and  ferene  balfa,  I  pray  the  all-mighty 
and  all-good  God,  to  have  thee  in  his  holy  protection, 
and  augment  thy  virtues  and  felicities. 

Paris,  nth  of  die  3d  Moon,  of  the  Year  1675. 


XII. —  To  Ibrahim  Eli  Zeid,  Hadgi,  Effendi ,  Preacher 
to  the  Seraglio. 

O 

Here  has  happened  fomething  of  late,  which  the 
priefts  magnify  as  an  apparent  miracle,  whilft,  for  ought 
I  know,  it  is  only  a  pure  effedl  of  nature. 

Thou  art  not  to  learn  that  the  Nazarenes  have  their 
faints  in  great  veneration  ;  that  they  invoke  them  in  their 
neceflities,  fet  up  their  images  and  pictures 'in  temples  to 
be  adored  ;  that  they  preferve  their  bones,  allies,  hair, 
garments,  or  any  thing  that  deferves  the  name  of  a  fa- 
cred  relic  ;  that  they  enlhrine  thefe  in  coffins,  urns,  chelts, 
and  other  velfels  of  gold  and  lilver,  adorned  with  preci¬ 
ous  Hones ;  that  they  place  them  in  their  mofques,  as  in 
fandtuaries,  fometimes  under  their  altars,  at  other  times 
upon  them  ;  fome  in  particular  oratories  or  chapels,  o- 
thers  in  the  choir  ;  that  they  carry  them  in  procefiion  in 
times  of  public  calamity,  and  on  certain  feftivals,  think¬ 
ing  by  this  means  to  pacify  the  wrath  of  Heaven,  and 
draw  down  the  divine  benediction.  Thou  art  not  igno¬ 
rant  alfo,  that  they  believe  the  faints  are  guardians  of 
certain  kingdoms,  provinces,  cities,  families,  and  even  of 
private  perfons. 

Hence  St.  Denis  is  efteemea  the  patron  of  France,  St. 
James  of  Spain,  St.  George  of  England,  and  fo  of  other 
nations.  Each  city  alfo  has  its  peculiar  guardian  faint ; 
hence  St.  Anthony  is  accounted  the  patron  of  Padua, 
St.  Mark  of  Venice,  and,  to  come  to  the  purpofe,  St. 


2 


Book  I.  A  SPIT  AT  PARIS.  39 

Geneyieve  is  adored  by  the  citizens  of  Paris  as  the  pa- 
tronefs  of  this  place. 

There  is  a  beautiful  temple  built  in  honour  of  her,  cn 
the  higheft  ground  in  the  city,  which  alfo  is  called  by 
her  name,  the  mountain  of  St.  Genevieve  ;  on  the  de¬ 
cline  of  this  there  is  a  fountain  of  delicate  water,  which 
is  called  the  fountain  of  St.  Genevieve. 

They  attribute  many  miracles  to  this  female  faint, 
fome  of  which  fhe  performed  in  her  lifetime,  others  af¬ 
ter  her  death,  if  wre  may  believe  what  the  priefts  affirm, 
and  what  is  recorded  in  the  hiftory  of  her  lire,  in  the  an¬ 
nals  of  Paris,  and  the  archives  of  the  convent  belonging 
to  her  temple  ;  for  there  is  a  certain  number  of  derviles 
of  the  chief  nobility  in  Paris,  who  confecrttte  themfeives 
for  ever  to  a  religious  life,  in  honour  of  this  virgin. 

They  meet  twice  a-day  in  the  choir  of  the  church,  all 
arrayed  in  long  robes  of  white  linen,  where  they  chant 
aloud  the  praifes  of  St.  Genevieve  ;  as  oft  they  alfemble, 
at  different  hours,  in  a  private  chapel  in  their  cloiflers,  to 
perform  the  like  devotions.  Thofe  who  are  chofen  into 
this  order,  are  all  perfons  of  fweet  and  lovely  counte¬ 
nances,  graceful  demeanour,  and  learned  education.  One 
(hall  not  fee  fo  much  regularity,  order,  and  devout  mo- 
defly,  in  any  church  in  Paris,  as  appears  in  this,  at  the 
time  of  celebrating  their  divine  myfteries.  Yet,  for  ought 
I  know,  all  this  may  be  but  hypocrify  and  pious  artifice, 
to  attract  the  greater  reverence  from  the  people  who  are 
prefent  at  their  ceremonies  ;  I  myfelf  was  aflonifhed  once, 
when  being  there,  I  faw  a  beautiful  youth  approach  the 
altar  with  a  golden  cenfer,  hanging  at  a  chain,  which  he 
held  in  one  hand,  whilfl  with  the  other  he  wafted  the 
rich  perfume  towards  the  ftatues,  which  flood  on  high 
behind  the  altar  ;  he  had  the  very  hgnature  of  virtue  in 
his  face,  befides  a  certain  luflre  that  feemed  to  fpring  all 
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on  a  fudden  into  his  eyes  and  cheeks,  difcovering  fome 
inward  rapture  of  his  foul  ;  methought  he  looked  like 
one  of  the  pages  of  Eden,  as  they  are  defcribed  in  the 
holy  Alcoran. 

I  proteft  it  was  impcffible  for  me  to  fix  my  eyes  upon 
him,  and  not  to  fe;l  the  p  ffions  of  Platonic  love  ;  he  de¬ 
ported  himfelf  with  a  grace  wh’ch  cannot  be  expreffed. 

Afterwards  I  contracted  an  intimate  familiarity  with 
him,  on  the  account  of  Arabic,  which  he  learns  of  me  ; 
he  is  a  perfon  of  excellent  natural  abilities,  and  well 
verfed  in  languages,  and  all  manner  of  divine  and  human 
learning. 

Pardon  this  d'grtffion,  venerable  hadgi,  in  regard  I 
could  not  foftear  mentioning  a  perfon  of  whom  I  have 
a  great  deal  more  to  fay  than  can  well  be  comtrifed  in- one 
letter.  Hereafter  I  will  communicate  a  farther  account 
of  him,  whilft  I  now  return  to  the  church  of  St.  Gene¬ 
vieve.  In  the  upper  part  of  the  choir,  four  pillars  of 
jafper,  with  four  golden  images  of  angels  on  the  tops, 
fupport  the  fhrine  of  this  faint,  wherein  lies  inclofed  all 
that  remains  of  her  body  ;  feveral  wax  tapers  burn  be¬ 
fore  it  day  and  night ;  the  devouter  fort  of  people  kneel 
and  kifs  the  pillars  which  fuftain  the  admirable  relics  ; 
they  bring  their  linen  and  other  veftments  to  the  prieft. 
who  is  appointed  for  this  office  ;  he  fattens  them  in  the 
cleft  of  a  long  pole,  and  then  raifes  that  end  up  to  the 
finrine,  which  is  very  near  as  high  as  the  roof  of  the 
church  ;  he  touches  the  Ihrine  with  the  linen,  &c.  and 
having  done  fo,  he  takes  it  down  again,  when  pronoun¬ 
cing  a  benedi&ion  on  it,  in  the  name  of  the  faint,  he  re- 
ftores  it  to  the  party  whofe  it  is. 

They  believe  that  linen,  or  any  thing  elfe  belonging 
to  the  body,  being  fo  touched  and  bleffed,  has  power  to 
chafe  away  maladies,  to  preferve  them  from  dangers,  te 
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eafe  women  in  child-birth,  and  to  make  them  profper  in 
all  things  ;  fo  profound  is  the  attach  which  they  have 
for  this  famous  faint. 

But  whether  there  be  any  thing  more  in  it  than  fu- 
perdition  and  bigotry,  God  only  knows  ;  however,  the 
inhabitants  of  Paris  efteem  this  fhrine,  as  the  Trojans 
did  their  Palladium,  and  the  Romans  their  Ancile,  which 
fell  from  Heaven,  as  Numa  Pompilius  made  them  be¬ 
lieve. 

When  the  city  is  threatened  with  any  public  calamity, 
this  Ihrine  is  taken  down  with  abundance  of  pomp  and 
folemnity,  and  carried  in  procefiion  through  the  ftreets, 
thinking  thereby  to  divert  the  vengeance  of  Heaven,  and 
appeafe  the  anger  of  the  Omnipotent. 

Such  was  the  cafe  here  lately  ;  there  having  fallen  fuch 
an  overplus  of  continual  rains,  as  threatened  to  deftroy 
all  the  corn  and  herbage,  with  the  fruits  of  the  earth, 
befides  the  damage  already  done  to  innumerable  perfons 
in  their  houfes  and  goods  by  the  vaft  inundations. 

This  occafioned  a  decree  to  come  out  for  the  taking 
down  the  body  of  St.  Genevieve,  and  carrying  it  in  fo- 
lemn  procefiion  to  the  temple  of  Notre-Dame  ;  which 
was  accordingly  performed  on  the  17th  of  this  moon. 
In  the  procefiion  were  feen  all  the  religious  orders  in 
this  city,  both  of  men  and  women,  the  parliament  of 
Paris,  the  chamber  of  accounts,  the  court  of  aids,  the 
court  of  moneys,  with  the  whole  body  of  the  citizens. 

But  no  fooner  was  the  fhrine  of  St.  Genevieve  brought 
into  the  open  air,  when  the  rain  ceafed,  the  clouds  dif- 
perfed,  and  the  fky  became  ferene  and  clear  ;  and  fo  it 
has  continued  ever  fince. 

The  priefts  will  have  this  to  be  an  effedl  of  St.  Gene¬ 
vieve’s  intercefiion  with  God  for  the  province  and  city 
committed  to  her  patronage  ;  and  the  people  are  wil- 
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ling  enough  to  believe  it.  If  this  flirine  be  as  efficacious 
in  caufing  rain  when  there  is  a  drought,  as  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Paris  affirm,  it  may  not  unfitly  be  compared  to 
the  Lapis  Manalis  of  the  ancient  Romans.  This  was  a 
certain  great  ftone,  which,  in  time  of  exceffive  drynefs, 
the  Romans  ufed  to  draw  into  the  city  with  vaft  ropes, 
by  the  gate  Capena,  whilft  the  priefts  of  the  god  Mars 
danced  before  it,  and  all  the  veftals  left  the  facred  fire  to 
follow  the  proceffion  ;  they  drew  the  ftone  to  the  temple 
of  the  goddefs  Flora,  where  they  ftrewed  upon  it  an 
handful  of  withered  flowers  and  herbs  ;  then  immediately 
it  began  to  rain,  and  they  let  the  ftone  lie  there,  as  a 
memorial  before  the  temple  of  the  goddefs,  till  they  had 
enough  of  that  fort  of  weather  to  fecure  the  growth  rfnd 
maturity  of  the  vegetables,  and  then  they  drew  it  back 
again  in  the  fame  manner  as  before,  only  each  veftal  now 
carried  fome  of  the  facred  fire  in  an  earthen  veffel,  where- 
as  before  they  carried  none. 

Whether  there  be  any  real  efficacy  in  thofe  religious 
ceremonies  or  no,  is  not  in  my  power  to  determine  ;  but 
it  is  certain  that  every  nation  confides  much  in  the  myf- 
teries  taught  them  by  their  priefts.  The  force  of  edu¬ 
cation  prevails  on  raoft  men,  even  to  old  age,  in  regard 
they  think  it  an  impiety  to  examine  or  queftion  the  tra¬ 
ditions  of  their  fathers,  efpecially  when  Heaven  itfelf 
confirms  their  implicit  faith,  by  feeming  to  regard  and 
anfvrer  their  religious  addreffes,  in  fo  peculiar  a  manner 
as  thefe  forementioned  instances  defcribe. 

Sage  effendi,  tell  me  whether  it  be  herefy  to  affirm, 
that  God  has  fent  piophets  into  all  nations,  each  furnilh- 
ed  with  his  inft ructions  and  doctrines  agreeable  to  the 
genius  of  the  people  whom  they  were  to  teach  ;  and  that 
he  is  not  difpleafed  at  the  various  rites  and  ceremonies 
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by  which  every  diftindl  region  and  climate  adore  his  Di¬ 
vine  Unity. 

Satisfy  me  in  this,  and  then  thou  (halt  be  more  than 
Apollo  in  my  efteem  ;  for  I  am  full  of  doubts. 

Paris,  loth  of  the  6th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1675. 


BOOK  II. 

LETTER  I. — To  Dgnet  Oglou. 

Sometimes  I  could  wifn  myfelf  without  a  fpleen,  it 
"overwhelms  me  in  fuch  deep  melancholies ;  yet  when 
I  confidcr  the  fame  vital  is  a  neceffary  iaftrument  of 
mirth  and  laughter,  I  reverfe  that  wifh  again  ;  not  that 
I  am  fond  of  a  levity  which  makes  us  refemble  apes  ra¬ 
ther  than  men,  though  the  philofophers  fay  the  contrary  ; 
but  I  correct  my  partial  thoughts,  which  would  lay  the 
fault  on  my  body,  when  my  mind  is  chiefly  to  blame  ; 
for  he  that  is  mafter  of  his  reafon  need  not  fall  into  ei¬ 
ther  extreme,  to  be  always  grinning  like  Democritus,  or 
howling  with  Heraclitus.  Refignntion  and  tranquillity 
are  the  golden  mean  ;  and  he  that  fteps  over  this  line, 
on  one  fide  or  other,  falls  into  the  fame  vanity  which 
he  bemoans  or  ridicules  in  the  reft  of  mortals. 

I  have  ftudied  to  know  this  world,  and  the  nature  of ' 
all  things,  but  am  never  the  wifer, "after  fo  many  years  of 
fearch  ;  I  have  pcrufed  many  books,  and  converfed  with 
more  men,  yet  none  of  them  all  can  inform  me  of  a  cer¬ 
tainty  what  I  am  myfelf ;  how  then  fhould  I  be  able  to 
comprehend  the  effences  of  other  tilings  ?  Henceforth  I 
will  lay  alide  this  inquifitive  folly,  and  be  carelcfs,  till 
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death  {hall  either  quite  extinguilh  fo  troublefome  a  paffion, 
or  fully  fatisfy  it  with  new  difcoveries. 

In  that  fcparate  ftate,  I  hope  to  fee  in  open  light  the 
naked  forms  of  things,  without  the  interpolation  of  a  veil 
or  glafs  to  thicken  and  dulk  the  profpecf  ;  whereas  in 
this  life,  we  are  fain  to  peep  into  the  world  through  the. 
clofe  windows  of  our  fenfes,  which  are  fo  overlaid  and 
darkened  with  the  dud  our  paffions  raife,  befides  the  na¬ 
tural  dulnefs  of  their  compolitiori,  that  we  are  fain  to 
run  from  pannel  to  pannel,  and  ufe  the  optics  of  philo- 
fophy  to  help  our  fight ;  yet,  after  all,  we  dill  are  pur¬ 
blind,  and  fo  are  like  to  be  during  this  mortal  life  ;  but 
when  once  this  prifon  of  ours  fhall  be  demoliihed  by  a 
temped  of  misfortune,  or  by  fome  bidden  difader,  or  it 
{hall  moulder  away  through  ficknefs,  age,  and  native 
weaknefs,  thus  crumbling  to  its  primitive  dud,  then  fhall 
the  foul  expand  itfelf,  and  fly  at  large  in  the  open 
firmament  of  vvifdom,  light,  and  fcience. 

My  Dgnet,  let  thou  and  I  be  content  to  bear  the  in¬ 
conveniences  of  thefe  earthly  cages  for  a  while,  and  in  a 
little  time  we  fhall  be  configned  over  to  eternal  liberty. 
I  defigned  to  have  faid  more,  but  I  tell  thee  I  am  too 
melancholy  ;  therefore  adieu  for  the  prefent. 

Paris,  19th  of  the  8th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1675. 


II. — To  Hamet,  Reis  Effendi,  Principal  Secretary  of 
the  Ottoman  Empire. 

Jr  is  above  ten  years  ago  fince  I  gave  thee  an  account 
of  the  renowned  Marefchal  de  Turcnne,  wherein  I.  did 
not  pretend  his  complete  hidcry,  or  prefent  thee  with 
his  full  character,  but  only  to  inform  thee  of  fome  re¬ 
markable  paffages  in  his  life,  and  to  draw  an  imperfect 
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idea  of  his  virtues,  which  though  they  were  very  great, 
yet  were  not  fufEcient  to  Ikreen  him  from  the  chance  of 
war,  and  the  droke  of  a  violent  death. 

On  the  fix  -and-twentieth  of  the  moon  of  July,  this 
great  general  having  given  all  neceffary  orders  for  a 
battle  with  the  Imperialids  in  Alfatia,  was  furveying  a 
certain  raifed  ground  near  Strafburgh,  on  which  he  de- 
fign'ed  to  plant  a  battery,  when  a  cannon  {hot  from  the 
town,  guided  by  fate  more  than  by  the  gunner’s  aim  or 
{kill,  came  grazing  along  on  the  earth,  and  in  its  career 
gave  this  hero  a  mortal  blow  on  the  bread,  of  which  he 
dndantly  died  without  fpeaking  a  word. 

There  was  an  officer  of  the  artillery  in  his  company, 
who  fpied  the  courfe  of  the  bullet  at  a  diftance,  and 
happily  darted  out  of  the  way.  He  reports,  that  Mon- 
fieur  Turenne  faw  the  fame,  but  whether  out  of  the 
greatnefs  of  his  fpirit,  which  would  not  fuffer  him  to 
appear  timorous  of  death,  or  whether  his  extreme  thought- 
fulnefs  on  the  approaching  battle,  kept  him  from  pro¬ 
viding  for  his  own  fafety,  it  is  certain  he  dood  immove¬ 
able,  and  fudained  the  fatal  droke  which  cod  him  his 
jife. 

The  court  of  France  laments  his  death  with  extraor¬ 
dinary  demondrations  of  forrow,  and  fo  does  all  the 
kingdom  ;  indeed  they  have  reafon,  France  having  ne¬ 
ver  fent  into  the  field  a  man  more  accompliilied  with  all 
the  virtues  and  heroic  qualities  requisite  in  a  great  gene¬ 
ral. 

They  relate  two  or  three  remarkable  paffages  of  his 
life,  which  either  happened  fince  I  wrote  my  former  letter 
to  thee  about  him,  or  at  lead  they  came  not  to  my  know¬ 
ledge  at  that  time. 

One  was  a  little  after  his  brother  the  Duke  of  Bouil¬ 
lon’s  death,  when  he  was  feen  to  weep  very  affe&ionately, 
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though  he  endeavoured  to  hide  his  pafllon  from  the 
obfervation  of  others  ;  which  was  taken  notice  of  as  an 
argument  of  his  compalfionate  temper,  and  that  all  the 
blood  which  had  been  fpilt  in  his  fight,  and  under  his 
conduct,  had  not  diminifhed  his  natural  tendernefs  and 
humanity. 

He  was  fincerely  model!,  without  giving  the  world 
any  occafion  to  judge  that  he  only  affected  to  appear  fo  ; 
for  when  any  of  his  friends  or  creatures  would  run  into 
hyperboles  in  extolling  his  aftions,  he  would  not,  by  a 
feigned  humi.ity,  and  denying  all  they  faid,  lay  a  train 
for  greater  flatteries,  but  he  io  difcreetly  moderated  his 
anfwers,  that  at  the  fame  time  he  appeared  fenfible  of  his 
true  merit,  without  the  leaft  fymptom  of  arrogance  or 
vain  glory. 

So  when  fome  lords  came  to  condole  the  lofs  of  his 
brother,  that  they  might  comfort  him,  they  turned  the 
difcourfe  to  a  panegyric  on  himfelf,  highly  extolling  the 
whole  feries  of  his  heroic  performances  ;  but  looking  on 
them  with  a  ftedfall  gravity,  and  fetching  a  deep  figh, 
he  replied,  “  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  world  that  I  am 
fomething  veiled  in  the  affairs  of  war  ;  it  would  be  an 
ungrateful  prefumption  to  oppofe  the  public  ientiment ; 
but  I  can  affure  you,  there  is  nothing  more  certain  than 
that  much  of  my  knowledge  in  this  kind  is  owing  to  my 
deceafcd  brother,  who  by  rules  taught  me  many  advan¬ 
tageous  improvements  of  martial  difcipline  ;  and  I  learn¬ 
ed  not  a  little  from  his  own  exatnplary  coududt.” 

Another  remark  they  make  is  on  the  libeiality  of  this 
general,  and  his  contempt  of  riches  ;  for  he  really  impo- 
verifhed  himfelf  to  reward  and  gratify  his  friends  ;  it  be¬ 
ing  a  word  very  common  in  his  mouth,  “  That  he  would 
live  on  the  king’s  pay,  and  his  friends  fhould  live  on  his 
edate.”  Yet  he  was  but  a  younger  brother ;  which  made 
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his  wife  often  fay,  “  That  were  it  not  for  the  king’s  mo¬ 
ney,  her  hufband  entertained  fuch  a  retinue  of  noble  beg¬ 
gars  about  him,  that  (he  feared  both  he  and  (lie  mud  in 
a  little  time  take  .up  the  fame  trade,  and  turn  mendicants 
themfelves.” 

It  is  credibly  reported  of  this  great  man,  that  he  fet 
his  heart  fo  little  on  money  as  not  to  know  one  piece  of 
coin  from  another,  nor  their  different  value  in  exchange. 

Once  he  was  heard  to  fay  thefe  words  to  fome  of  the 
nobles,  who  were  difcourfing  on  wealth,  “  I  wonder  (faid 
he)  what  pleafure  men  can  take  in  hoarding  up  great 
heaps  of  money  :  For  my  part,  if  at  the  end  of  the  year 
I  (hould  find  in  my  coffers  a  great  treafure  of  gold  left, 
it  would  naufeate  me  as  much  as  if  juft  when  I  had  made 
a  full  dinner,  I  fhould  be  forced  to  fit  ftill  and  glut  my- 
felf  by  eating  of  the  fame  dilhes  over  again.” 

And  that  which  is  moft  to  be  admired  is,  that  even  in 
his  old  age,  to  which  avarice  is  fo  natural,  his  purfe  was 
always  open,  and  he  gave  away  his  money  as  liberally  as 
.  in  his  youth  ;  fo  that  when  he  was  dead,  they  could  find 
no  more  than  five  hundred  crowns  in  his  keeping  ;  be- 
fides  he  died  much  in  debt,  which  he  contrafted  on  the 
army’s  account,  that  they  fhould  not  want  their  pay  in 
due  feafon  ;  but  it  is  faid  the  king  either  has  difcharged 
thefe  debts,  or  will  do  it  in  a  little  time. 

He  was  a  man  of  no  great  prefence,  either  for  tallnefs 
or  graceful  features,  being  of  an  ordinary  fize,  and  heavy 
countenance,  with  a  mien  and  air  more  like  a  citizen  or 
a  mechanic  than  a  fcldier,  which  juftifies  the  old  pro¬ 
verb,  “  That  the  face  is  not  always  the  true  index  of  the 
heart for  all  the  world  knows  that  he  was  a  man  of 
great  refolution  and  bravery. 

They  attribute  many  of  his  viftories  to  his  regular  and 
fage  condudf,  others  to  his  fortune  ;  whilft  they  cannot 
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deny  that  feme  were  owing  entirely  to  the  force  of  his 
invincible  courage. 

It  were  eafy  to  relate  many  inftances  of  this  kind ;  but 
I  will  not  tire  thy  patience  ;  my  letter  is  already  ftretch- 
ed  beyond  its  defigned  limits,  yet  it  comes  far  fhort  of 
reaching  the  character  of  this  prince  ;  however  it  would 
be  invidious  not  to  inform  thee  of  all  I  know  concerning 
him  worth  obfervation. 

In  the  time  of  the  civil  wars,  after  he  had  abandoned 
the  party  of  the  malcontents,  and  was  made  general  of 
one  of  the  king’s  armies,  he  gave  an  admirable  proof  of 
his  undaunted  valour ;  for  when  he  had  but  three  thou- 
fand  five  hundred  men  with  him,  and  thofe  in  a  manner 
hemmed  in  by  fourteen  thoufand  of  the  rebels,  fo  that 
there  was  but  one  pafs  left  whereby  he  might  efcape,  and 
he  was  ftrongly  preffed  to  make  ufe  of  that  advantage  ; 
“  No,  (fays  he)  I  will  not  any  longer  live  to  fee  my  fo- 
vereign  fhut  out  of  his  own  cities  ;  Orleans  barred  her 
gates  again!!  him,  even  whilft  the  king’s  forces  were  en- 
tire,  before  they  had  received  any  lofs  or  defeat,  and  can 
we  expect  they  will  be  any  where  more  favourable  to 
him,  when  they  (hall  behold  us  flying  from  our  victorious 
enemies  ?  No,  this  fatal  day  fhall  either  put  a  check  to 
their  fuccefs,  or  give  a  period  to  my  life.”  And  the  e- 
vent  anfwered  his  expectation  ;  for  he  entered  into  battle 
with  the  Prince  of  Conde,  and  routed  all  his  forces ; 
ever  fince  which  he  has  done  the  French  king  fo  many 
eminent  ferrices,  as  amply  made  amends  for  his  two  years 
revolt. 

He  is  now  gone  to  the  other  world,  not  as  to  a  cam¬ 
paign,  but  to  celebrate  an  eternal  triumph  among  the  fa¬ 
mous  heroes  of  the  earth. 

The  king  has,  in  honour  of  his  merits,  caufed  his  bo¬ 
dy  to  be  buried  in  the  temple  of  St.  Denis,  where  all 
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the  blood-royal  of  France  is  reported,  fhowing  in  this 
how  little  difference  he  makes  between  him  that  fits,  on 
the  throne,  and  him  that  well  fupports  it. 

Illuilrious  Hamet,  I  pray  Heaven  infpire  the  Saltan  to 
reward  thee  and  ail  his  faithful  minifters  and  brave  gene¬ 
rals  with  particular  honours,  proportionate  to  every  man’s 
diftimft  merits  and  fervices.  Adieu. 

Paris,  4th  ofthe  9th  Moon,  of  the  year  1675. 


III. — To  the  Kaimacham. 

T  here  happen  many  remarkable  events  in  a  year,  which 
I  cannot  prefently  tranfmit  an  account  of  for  want  of 
timely  intelligence.  My  letters  are  often  fmifhed  and 
fealed,  and  fometimes  fent  away  before  I  hear  of  the  tak¬ 
ing  of  fuch  a  city  or  ftrong  hold,  of  this  viflory  on  the 
French  fide,  or  that  fuccefs  on  the  part  of  their  enemies, 
the  Germans,  Spaniards,  .and  Hollanders  ;  and  I  do  not 
think  it  worth  while  to  trouble  the  minifters  of  the  Porte 
with  an  after-difpatch,  only  to  inform  them  of  fome  fiege, 
battle,  or  other  petty  occurrence,  as  oft  as  they  come  to 
my  knowledge  ;  choofing  rather  to  recapitulate  in  one 
letter  at  the  end  of  the  year  ali  fuch  paftages  as  were  o- 
mitted  before,  that  fo  my  intelligence,  however  disjointed 
and  parcelled  out  into  fragments,  may  yet  at  laft  be  fet 
together  again,  and  made  entire. 

Thus  the  taking  of  Belligand  in  Roufiillon  from  the 
Spaniards,  by  the  Marefchal  de  Schomberg,  was  not  a 
matter  of  that  importance  as  to  deferve  a  particular  letter 
on  purpofe  to  keep  time  with  aftion ;  yet  it  is  convenient 
to  infert  it  in  this  fummary  of  tranfa&ions  omitted  in  my 
former  letters,  that  fo  the  Ottoman  regifter  may  not  be 
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imperfect  and  defe&ive.  This  fortrefs  was  taken  about 
midfummer,  after  an  intrencliment  of  feven  days. 

But  fortune,  though  fhe  feems  to  have  declared  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  French  arms,  yet,  to  fhow  her  inconftancy, 
fometimes  turns  her  fmiles  into  frowns,  and  feems  for  a 
while  to  leave  them  in  the  lurch. 

On  the  i  ith  of  the  8th  moon,  there  happened  an  ac¬ 
cident  at  Treves,  which  occafioned  the  lofs  of  that  town 
to  the  confederate  enemies  of  France,  and  a  little  cloud¬ 
ed  the  glory  of  the  Marefchal  de  Crequi’s  arms,  who  had 
hitherto  fought  fuccefsfully,  and  gained  the  reputation  of 
a  very  wife  and  prudent  general. 

It  feems  the  governor  of  Treves,  whom  they  call  the 
Sieur  Vignoiy,  had  orders  to  come  out  of  the  town  that 
very  day,  and  join  the  Marefchal  de  Crequi  with  five 
thoufand  men  of  the  garrifon,  to  put  in  execution  fome 
defign  they  had  upon  the  confederate  forces,  which  lay 
not  far  off.  The  governor,  in  compliance  with  the  or¬ 
der,  was  marching  his  men  ove.r  a  bridge,  when  his  horfe 
fuddenly  ftarting  at  the  difeharge  of  a  piftol,  fell  with  his 
rider  into  the  ditch,  where  they  both  perifhed.  Now 
this  unfortunate  gentleman  not  having  difeovered  his  fe- 
cret  order  to  any  perfon  living,  his  lieutenant  being  igno¬ 
rant  of  the  defign,  and  troubled  at  this  unhappy  acci¬ 
dent,  caufed  the  five  thoufand  men  to  march  back  again 
into  the  town ;  in  the  mean  time,  the  Marefchal  de  Cre¬ 
qui  in  vain  expefted  the  coming  of  thefe  recruits,  and 
finding  himfelf  too  weak  to  refill  the  more  numerous 
troops  of  his  enemies,  was  forced  to  give  way,  whilft 
they  advanced  to  befiege  the  town,  the  main  thing  which 
he  aimed  to  prevent.  In  this  ftrait  he  had  nothing  elfe 
to  do  but  to  throw  himfelf  with  his  forces  into  the  town, 
that  fo  his  prefence  might  fupply  the  dead  governor’s 
rfiace,  till  the  king’s  pleaikre  were  known.  He  defend* 
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ed  the  place  with  much  refolution  and  bravery  ;  but  by 
the  treachery  of  a  certain  captain  belonging  to  the  garri- 
fon,  it  was  at  length  taken,  after  abundance  of  bloodihed. 
This  traitor’s  name  was  Bofejourdan  ;  he  held  a  private 
correfpondence  with  the  enemy,  informed  them  of  the 
difadvantages  the  town  lay  under,  corrupted  feveral  of 
the  garrifoTi,  and  did  all  things  that  might  facilitate  the 
reduction  of  the  place  ;  for  which  he  was  defervedly 
hanged,  having  ■  been  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the 
French  by  thofe  who,  though  they  made  yfe  of  the  trea- 
fon,  yet  could  not  but  abhor  the  traitor.  , 

The  Imperialifts  took  courage  upon  this  fuccefs,  and 
began  to  think  that  fince  the  death  of  Marefchal  Tu- 
renne,  fortune  had  abandoned  the  intereft  of  France,  and 
entered  into  the  confederacy  with  them.  Hereupon 
Count  Montecuculi,  on  the  20th  of  the  8th  moon,  inveft- 
ed  Haguenau,  a  ftrong  place  in  the  hands  of  the  French; 
but  the  approach  of  the  Prince  of  Conde  foon  made  him 
raife  the  liege  ;  fince  which  there  has  been  little  of  aftion 
on  either  fide,  fave  the  taking  of  Thuin,  a  town,  fituated 
on  the  Sombre,  and  which  commands  all  the  country  be¬ 
tween  that  river  and  the  Meufe.  -  It  was  furrendered  to 
the  French  about  the  beginning  of  the  nth  moon,  on 
condition  that  the  privileges  0/  the  inhabitants  ihould  be 
preferved,  and  that  they  Ihould  not  be  forced  to  maintain 
the  king’s  garrifon. 

There  have  been  lately  fome  feditions  in  the  provinces 
of  Bretagne  and  Guienne,  faid  to  be  fecretly  abetted  by 
the  parliaments  of  Bourdeaux  and  Rennes  ;  for  which  the 
king  has  fignified  his  difpleafure,  by  removing  thofe  af- 
femblies  to  other  places,  after  having  inflidled  fevere  and 
exemplary  punifhments  on  the  ringleaders  of  the  tumults. 

And  now  this  monarch  feems  to  be  weary  of  the  fa- 
tigues  of  war,  having  ptiblifhed  a  manifefto,  wherein  he 
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complains  of  the  injury  done  to  Prince  Wiiliam  of  Fur- 
ftemberg,  plenipotentiary  from  the  Bifhop  of  Cologne ; 
declares  that  he  had  reafon  to  (how  his  refentments  of  an 
affront  given  to  his  ally  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations  ; 
that  neverthelefs  he  had  laboured  for  the  general  peace 
of  Chriftendom,  and  was  now  in  the  fame  inclination  : 
On  which  account  he  fcnt  the  Sieur  Colbert,  mailer  of 
the  requells,  and  the  Count  d’Avaux  to  Nimeguen,  there 
to  afllft  at  the  conferences  of  peace. 

Some  fay  this  propofition  to  peace  is  the  effetl  of  a 
vow  the  king  made,  when  he  was  lately  affiiclcd  with  a 
violent  fever.  Be  it  how  it  will,  the  captains  and  foldjers 
on  all  fides  are  agreed  to  ceafe  from  a£ls  of- hoftility  dur¬ 
ing  this  cold  feafon,  findifig  it  much  more  comfortable  to 
wallow  in  beds  of  down,  -than  to  he  abroad  in  the  fnow, 
and  to  lay  clofe  liege  to  a  good  fire,  than  to  campaign  it 
in  trenches  full  of  water  and  ice. 

Illuftrious  minifter,  I  pray  God  make  thee  happy  all 
the  four  feafons  of  the  year  ;  but  efpecially  to  give  thee 
Jiis  winter’s  bleffing,  a  warm  houfe,  an  agreeable  bed-fel¬ 
low,  plenty  of  the  gifts  of  Ceres  and  Bacchus,  a  merry 
heart,  and  a  good  ffomach. 

Paris,  *th  of  the  11th  Moon,  of  the  "V car  16-5. 


IV. — To  Abdel  Melec,  Muli  Omar,  Prefulent  of  the 
College  of  Science s  at  Fez. 

T  hy  packet  came  juft  now  to  my  hands,  in  an  hour  or 
felicities,  under  a  noble  and  propitrous  aftenfm  :  the  con- 
fteilations  above  fmile  onMahmut  at  this  feafon ;  a  thoufand 
foft  and  ferene  pleafures  diftil  upon  my  foul  ;  a  peail  ot 
heavenly  dew  fits  on  every  blooming  thought ;  my  heart 
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i«  like  a  garden  in  the  mornings  of  an  autumn  fo’ftic.e, 
frelh  and  fragrant,  though  drooping  for  age. 

I  have  fp’ent  the  fpring  and  fummer  of  my  life  in  error, 
ignorance,  and  vanity  ;  it  is  time  that  I  fnould  provide 
for  the  winter  of  my  age  a  flock  of  folid  wifdom  and  vir¬ 
tue  ;  and  heaven,  to  fnow  its  love  and  care  of  mortals,  in- 
fpired  .thee  with  the  generous  thoughts  of  affifting  me 
once  more  by  thy  fage  inflructions.  Thy  difpatch  con¬ 
tains  fuch  a  fcheme  of  philofophy  and  reafon  as  never  can 
be  refuted  ;  thou  art  the  Apollo  of  the  age. 

Glory  be  to  God,  majeftic,  living,  and  ftrong,  eternal 
father  and  fource  of  lights,  fountain  of  intellectual  per¬ 
fections,  original  treafury  of  reafon,  with  whom  remain 
from  everlafling  ages  the  ideas  of  all  things  pafi,  prefent, 
and  to  come,  the  patterns  of  things  vifible  and  invifible, 
the  examplers  of  every  thing  that  has,  had,  (hall,  or  can 
have  exigence  in  the  univerfe :  Blefied  be  the  Word  and 
Breath  of  God,  the  Spirit  of  life  and  underftandirg,  which 
in  the  determined  periods  of  time  enters  into  holy  fouls, 
making  them  the  favourites  of  the  Moil  High  and  pro¬ 
phets. 

That  fpirit  defcends  fometimes,  and  on  fome  perfons, 
like  a  gentle  {hower  in  harveft,  but  on  thee  it  pours  down 
like  the  rivers  from  paradile,  in  vaft  and  mighty  cataraCts; 
wifdom  overflows  thy  foul  as  the  Nile  ;  the  ftreams  there¬ 
of  are  ftrong  and  rapid  as  the  currents  of  Tigris  and  Eu¬ 
phrates ;  rich  and  inebriating  as  the  waters  of  Jordan; 
thy  mind  is  covered  with  a  deluge  of  fcicnce. 

O  immarceffible  wifdom  !  blefied  is  the  man  that  has 
thee  for  his  portion  in  this  life  !  The  gold  has  no  value 
or  beauty  when  compared  with  thee  ;  the  diamond  and 
fapphire  fade  and  look  dull;  and  the  choicell  pearls  of  the 
Orient  lofe  their  lufire  in  thy  prefence.  Doubtlfis  wif¬ 
dom  Alines  for  ever,  and  is  incorruptible  ;  it  is  a  pure  re- 
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lplend<*nt  efience  flowing  from  the  eternal  glory,  a  fin* 
cere  emanation  from  the  divine  nature,  the  fpotlefs  mirror 
of  God,  wherein  he  beholds  his  own  immortal  excellen¬ 
cies  ;  it  is  ten  thoufand  times  more  ferene  than  the  light 
itfelf,  brighter  than  the  fun,  purer  than  the  Iky,  and  more 
fparkling  than  all  the  hoft  of  the  liars  ;  the  glittering 
crowd  of  angels  are  ecnpfed  in  her  prefence,  and  all  the 
radiant  orders  of  the  blellcd  above  ferve  but  as  foils  to  fet 
forth  her  fuperlative  and  all-penetrating  corufcaiions. 

God  brought  her  forth  from  the  womb  of  his  unfa¬ 
thomable  depth ;  Are  fprung  from  the  treafures  which  can¬ 
not  be  exhaulled  ;  in  the  morning  of  the  world  fne  rouf- 
ed  the  benumbed  chaos  with  her  efficacious  beams ;  her 
energy  gave  life  and  form  to  the  confufed  and  darkabyfs; 
fire  Ihines  from  one  extremity  of  the  univerfe  to  another, 
illuminating  infinite  fpaces  ;  Ihe  is  a  refulgent  circle  of 
light,  whofe  centre  is  every  where,  but  whofe  circumfer¬ 
ence  is  not  to  be  found. 

Aik  thofe  who  pitch  their  pavilions  above  all  worlds, 
the  outlying  camps  of  the  Omnipotent,  who  guard  the 
frontiers  of  the  blifsful  regions,  and  walk  the  rounds  of 
our  remotell  heaven,  the  ccelum  empyrzum,  to  fire  its  bea¬ 
cons  on  the  difeovery  of  any  foreign  invafion  threatened 
by  fome  new  upftart  republic  of  beings,  hatched  in  the 
cold  and  frozen  climates  of  the  endlefs  expanfe  ;  alk  thefe, 
I  fay,  whether  they  ever  could  trace  the  eternal  wifdom 
in  her  flights,  or  find  the  folitary  haunts  of  everlafting 
reafon  ?  They  may  purfue  the  glorious  chafe  over  the 
untraced  walles  of  the  unlimited,  unformed,  firll  matter, 
as  well  as  through  the  fenced  fields  and  parks,  the  inclof- 
cd  land-marked  grounds  of  this  known  world  ;  but  all  in 
vain  ;  there  is  no  catching  what  is  infinite  ;  the  wings 
of  all  created  fancies  are  too  fhort  and  weak  ;  the  cheru- 
bims  themfelves  and  feraphims  are  far  too  flow  to  feize  fo 
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fwift  a  prey ;  wifdom  is  wild  as  chance,  concealed  as  na¬ 
ture,  yet  fixed  as  deftiny. 

She  dwells  beyond  the  higheft  heavens  ;  her  throne  is 
inaccefiible,  yet  fhe  fills  all  things  with  her  prefence  ;  fhe 
fought  for  a  place  of  repofe  on  earth  among  the  fons  of 
men  ;  fhe  traverfed  the  nations  by  land,  and  vifited  the 
ifles  of  the  fea  ;  file  defcended  into  the  abyffes  below,  and 
made  her  fcrutinv  in  the  horrid  caverns  of  the  globe  ;  at 
length  file  found  her  reft  in  Abraham,  and  pitched  her  habi¬ 
tation  in  Ifmael,  becaufe  it  was  fo  determined  of  old  from 
fempiternal  ages,  and  recorded  in  the  archives  of  fate. 
She  was  eftablifhed  in  Mecca,  the  birth  place  of  the  pro¬ 
phet,  and  her  power  is  rooted  in  Medina  Telnabi,  the 
place  of  his  burial ;  the  holy  cities  are  ennobled  by  her 
prefenee,  and  fhe  fhines  in  the  midft  of  an  honourable 
race,  an  offspring  born  to  glory,  a  renowned  people,  a 
fandlified  progeny,  a  generation  of  worthies,  a  family  of 
heroes,  a  lineage  whereon  refts  the  favours  and  fmiles  of 
the  Omnipotent. 

Oh,  Arabia  !  well  mayeft  thou  be  called  the  Happy, 
fince  in  thee  is  the  feat  of  the  eternal  fapience.  Go  mourn, 
ye  mountains  of  Judea  !  and  all  ye  defolate  valleys  of  Pa¬ 
le  ft ine  !  for  the  dew  and  the  rain  have  forfaken  you. 
Your  foil  languifhes  for  want  of  moifture,  and  your  glebe 
is  "dried  up;  your  trees  wither  and  fade;  neither  does 
the  ground  bring  forth  any  grafs  or  flowers  ;  the  paftures 
are  become  like  a  wildernefs,  over-run  with  briars  and 
thorns,  and  your  arable  fields  are  as  the  Lybian  waftes, 
barren  and  unprofitable.  The  land  that  was  once  called 
holy,  is  now  become  execrable,  a  habitation  of  fatyrs  and 
and  demons,  becaufe  wifdom  has  tranflated  her  refidence 
from  Sion,  and  the  angels  have  decamped  from  the  cli¬ 
mate  of  Jerufalem. 

Rejoice,  O  regions,  bordering  on  the  eaft  of  the  Red 
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Sea  .  for  with  you  is  a  great  light,  even  the  law  brought 
down  from  heaven,  and  the  glory  of  the  Mod  High  cvtr- 
fliadows  you. 

Wifdom  is  exalted  in  Arabia ;  Ihe  lifts  up  her  head  a- 
bove  the  top  of  Mount  Uriel ;  die  flourifhes  like  the 
palm-tree,  and  fprcads  her  boughs  as  the  terebinth  ;  ma¬ 
ny  nations  -reft  under  the  fhadow  of  her  wide-fpread 
branches  ;  her  ways  are  uniform  and  beautiful,  like  an 
alley  of  cypreffes,  and  all  her  paths  are  fweet  as  a  garden 
of  cinnamon,  myrrh,  and  rofes  ;  her  fruit  feeds  the  Eaft 
and  the  South  ;  her  falutiferous  leaves  are  fcattered  from 
India  to  the  land  of  the  Moors,  where  thou  dwelled-; 
her  fragrant  odour  is  diffufed  from  pole  to  pole. 

'She  is  the  mother  of  fcience  and  virtue  ;  in  her  cudo- 
dy  are  the  fprings  of  life  and  health,  of  honour  and  rich¬ 
es  ;  (he  has  in  her  treafures  locked  up  innumerable  kinds 
of  felicities,  which  die  plentifully  pours  forth  on  them 
that  obey  her  infpirations ;  die  appears  cheerfully  to  them 
that  wait  upon  her,  and  no  man  ever  departed  from  her 
prefence  but  he  fell  into  fadnefs  ;  for  a  certain  enlivening 
influence  flows  from  her  countenance  ;  a  man  is  ravidied 
with  her  converfation  ;  her  breath  is  fweeter  tham  ambro- 
fla,  or  the  vapour  of  eaflern  incenfe  ;  her  thoughts  are  fra¬ 
grant  as  the  aromatic  exhalations. of  nardus,  onyx,  and 
dacte  ;  all  words  are  too  fhort  to  exp:  efs  her  praiies,  nei¬ 
ther  is  there  any  dyle  or  language  that  can  Jefcribe  her  in¬ 
comparable  worth  ;  therefore,  with  reverence  I  defid 
from  faying  any  more  at  this  time  on  fo  fublime  a  fub- 
jeft,  left  while  I  am  prolonging  the  panegyric  of  wifdom, 
I  proclaim  my  own  foil-,  to  a  fage  who  is  familiar  with 
her,  and  bed  know:  her  character. 

In  the  mean  ..me,  vouchfafe  to  accept  of  thele  lines  as 
a  tedimony  of  .he  pr  veneration  I  have  for  thee, 

who  art  known  through  ail'Afric  and  other  parts  of  the 
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world  to  be  one  of  the  firlt  rank  among  wifdom’s  favour¬ 
ites. 

Adieu,  great  lamp  of  Mauritania,  and  believe  that 
Mahmut  is  no  flatterer. 

Taris,  19; h  of  the  3d  Moon,  of  the  Year  1676. 


V. — To  the  Captain  Bassa. 

If  I  write  oftdn  to  the  baflas  of  the  land,  I  do  not  for¬ 
get  the  duty  I  owe  to  him  of  the  fea  ;  only  that  element 
has  not  been  the  ftage  of  fo  many  remarkable  actions  as 
The  other  ;  there  are  no  forts,  caftles,  or  ftrong  cities 
built  upon  the  waves  ;  no  fettled  camps,  or  formal  lieges, 
tinleio  it  be  upon  the  frosen  feas  within  or  near  the  Arc¬ 
tic  circle,  and  there  they  only  imitate  the  trade  of  war 
to  exercife  their  youth. 

However,  on  the  other  parts  of  the  ocean  there  are  fly¬ 
ing  campaigns,  battles  en  pnffant  ;  and  this  year  has  af¬ 
forded  fome  marine  engagements  between  the  French, 
Hollanders,  and  Spaniards,  not  altogether  unworthy  of 
thy  knowledge. 

On  the  8th  of  the  ift  moon,  there  happened  a  naval 
fight  between  the  Sieur  de  Quefne,  lieutenant-general  of 
the  French  fleets,  and  De  Ruiter,  vice-admiral  of  the 
Dutch,  wherein  the  latter  fuffered  confiderable  damage  ; 
but  far  greater  was  their  lofs  on  the  22d  of  the  fourth 
moon  following,  when  the  famous  de  Ruiter  was  killed^, 
and  feveral  of  the  Dutch  (hips  funk,  burnt,  and  taken. 
Y et  that  which  makes  the  greateft  noife,  Was  a  battle 
fought  on  the  2d  of  this  prefent  moon,  between  the  Ma- 
refchal  de  Vivonne,  commander  of  the  French  fleet  on  the 
coaft  of  Sicily,  and  the  united  naval  forces  of  Spain  and 
Holland.  • 
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I  have  a  particular  account  of  this  combat,  and  becaufe 
I  know  thou  delighted:  in  relations  of  this  nature,  I  will 
acquaint  thee  in  fhort,  how  they  firft  encountered  each 
other,  and  what  methods  the  French  ufed  to  gain  a  glori¬ 
ous  victory  over  two  fleets  much  more  numerous  in  fhips 
than  their  own. 

It  was  not  far  from  the  old  dangerous  flrait  between 
Charybdis  and  Scylla,  where  the  Duke  de  Vivonne  de- 
fcried  the  hoftiie  navies  making  toward  the  place  where 
he  lay  with  his  fleet  at  anchor  :  The  alarm  was  quickly 
given,  and  all  hands  to  the  cable  :  As  foon  as  they  had 
weighed,  they  made  all  the  fail  they  could  towards  the 
enemy  :  The  Spaniards  and  Hollanders  had  feven-and- 
twenty*  flops  of  war,  nineteen  galleys,  and  four  fire-fhips  ; 
the  French  had  but  nineteen  fhips  of  war,  feven  galleys, 
and  five  fire-fhips.  Thefe  got  the  wind  of  their  enemies, 
and  attacked  them  fo  fiercely,  that  they  drove  feveral  of 
their  capital  veflels  on  thofe  dangerous  rocks  and  fands, 
where  they  were  loft  ;  and  they  burnt  thirteen  more  of 
their  heft  fhips,  among  which  were  the  admiral  of  Spain, 
and  the  vice-admiral  of  Holland. 

I  ceafe  to  fay  more  of  this  remarkable  fight,  fare  that 
it  is  efteemed  only  fecond  to  the  famous  battle  of  Lepan- 
to. 

Prince  of  the  fea,  I  wifh  thee  equal  fuccefs  whenever 
thou  fighteft  againft  the  enemies  of  God  and  his  pro¬ 
phet. 

Paris,  14th  of  the  6th  Mood,  of  the  Year  2676. 
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VI.- — To  the  Sage  of  Sages,  the  Myjlenotis  Eremite,  the  Great 
Mohammed  of  Mount  Uriel  in  Arabia. 

rn 

X  here  is  no  man  in  this  mortal  life  who  has  not  chan¬ 
ged  his  opinions  one  time  or  other  ;  and  whether  it  be 
an  argument  of  wifdom  or  folly,  knowledge  or  ignorance, 
to  be  thus  mutable  in  our  thoughts,  we  find  few  tenaci¬ 
ous  in  their  old  age  of  the  notions  they  entertained  in 
their  youth. 

We  have  fome  natural  and  proleptic  ideas  born  with 
us,  others  impofed  upon  us  by  our  parents,  nurfes,  and 
tutors  ;  our  infant  fancies  are  tender,  flexible,  and  recep¬ 
tive  of  any  impreffions,  like  gold  that  yields  to  every 
ftamp  and  coin  of  a  new  fovereign.  So  in  the  mint  of 
human  converfation,  our  thoughts  are  moulded  and  formed 
by  each  prevailing  genius  that  keeps  us  company  ;  nay,  a 
new  book  that  we  have  an  inclination  for,  fhall  quite  obli¬ 
terate  all  that  before  was  current  reafon  with  us,  and 
transform  our  faculties  into  another  figure  ;  fo  true  it  is 
that  mankind  delights  in  novelty. 

Whether  it  be  an  effeft  of  this  general  weaknefc  in 
human  nature,  or  of  my  own  particular  inconftancy,  or, 
in  fine,  of  more  correil  and  mature  confideration,  I  will 
not  determine  ;  but  this  I  am  fure  of,  that  I  cannot  think 
now  of  feveral  things  as  I  have  done  formerly,  without 
offering  great  violence  to  my  prefent  reafofn  I  am  as  apt 
now  to  fufpedl  myfelf  of  dotage  at  thefe  years  as  other 
men  are  inclined  to  flatter,  themfelves  into  a  conceit  of 
their  own  wifdom,  and  to  boafl  of  it  to  others  at  the  fame 
age  ;  however,  it  appears  evident  to  me,  that  every  man’s 
experience  perfedls  his  fpeculations ;  and  he  who  traffics 
in  the  mart  of  philofophy  on  the  flock  of  his  own  dif- 
coveries,  is  in  a  fairer  way  to  improve  himfelf  th{in  a  man 
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that  trades  altogether  on  the  credit  of  other  men’s  con- 
ceptions. 

The  latter  is  but  wifdom’s  faftor,  or  he  may  be  called 
a  broker  in  the  fciences,  or  a  banker  of  other  men’s  ima¬ 
ginations  ;  he  frequents  the  common  exchange,  or  burfe, 
of  learning  ;  reads  the  books  of  the  ancients  ;  converfes 
with  the  wits  and  moft  accomplilhed  fpirits  of  the  pre- 
fent  age ;  yet  after  all,  he  has  but  a  retail  profit ;  nor 
fhall  he  ever  have  better,  fo  long  as  he  dares  not  venture 
fomething  of-  his  own. 

Whereas  the  former  is  a  rich  fubftantial  merchant  deal¬ 
ing  on  his  own  bottom  ;  he  ventures  on  the  wide  ocean 
of  the  world’s  peevifin  cenforious  humour ;  runs  the  ha¬ 
zard  of  fhipwreck,  and  corfairs  ;  the  winds  and  {terms 
of  human  malice  do  not  fright  him,  nor  all  the  rocks  of 
fuperftition,  eltablifhed  by  the  laws  of  nations  ;  no  fands 
or  (helves,  or  any  undermining  private  intereft,  can  baulk 
his  courage,  whiht  he  has  the  gales  of  truth  and  tide  of 
primitive  reafon  on  his  fide  ;  for  then  he  knows  the  com¬ 
mon  fortune  will  be  his  pilot,  and  fteer  him  fafe  through 
all. 

From  what  I  have  faid,  thou  wilt  expefit  fome  new  re¬ 
fined  thefis  to  drop  from  my  pen,  fome  very  folid  dogma 
to  be  broached,  after  fuch  a  tedious  prelude  ;  but  I  tell 
thee  plainly  I  hardly  know  what  I  am  to  write  next, 
fave  only  that  I  have  fome  general  notions  different  from 
whai  I  had  before,  concerning  the  eternity  of  the  world. 

It  was  formerly  my  opinion,  and  I  paiTed  it  upon  all 
my  friends,  that  not  only  the  matter  of  the  world  ii 
everlafting,  but  its  prefent  form  alfo  ;  but  now  I  believe 
the  contrary,  on  more  rational  grounds.  It  is  not  fo 
perfefil  as  I  efteemed  it ;  every  year  of  my  life  convinces 
me  of  its  decaying  ftate  it  manifeftly  droops  and  crum¬ 
bles  away  ;  therefore,  by  proportion  of  argument  we 
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ought  to  conclude,  “  It  is  corruptible  in  its  firft  prin¬ 
ciples,  and  confequently  had  a  beginning,  and  {hall  have 
an  end.” 

I  do  not  believe  it  (hall  be  annihilated  or  reduced  to 
nothing  ;  nature  abhors  that  thought  ;  but  it  {hall  be 
changed,  metamorphofed,  and  transformed.  Una  dies 
dabit  exitio,  One  day  fhall  coniign  it  to  ruin,  as  Lucretius 
fays  ;  ancf  the  fame  {hall  give  it  a  brighter  form  than  ever 
it  had,  when  the  earth  {hall  become  pure  cryllal,  and  the 
ftars  {hall  outfnine  the  fun,  and  the  fun  himfelf  {hall  be 
diffolved  into  his  eternal  principles  of  l’-ght.  The  philo- 
fophers  who  have  fpoke  of  the  lait  day,  agree  that  the 
world  fhall  be  calcined  by  fire,  efpecially  thofe  of  the  Eaft 
and  South  ;  for  they  poiitively  afTert,  “  That  when  the 
moifture  of  the  univerfe  fhall  be  exhaufted  and  fpent, 
the  elements  will  pour  forth  flames,  fays  Hermes  Trif- 
megiftus  ;  a  treafury  of  fire,  fays  Sophocles  *  ;  and  Ovid 
afferts  that  the  feas  (hall  be  dried  up,  and  all  the  firma¬ 
ment  fhall  appear  like  a  furnace  ;  heaven  and  earth  fhall 
be  mingled  pell-mell  together ;  the  Greeks  fay,  the  world 
fhall  boil  up  and  fcum  off  its  impurities,  ftrfjidov,  with  a 
noife  like  that  of  a  tempeft  or  a  whirlwind  ;  the  Italians 
exprefs  it  otherwife,  by  the  found  a  clock  makes  juft  be¬ 
fore  it  ftrikes  the  hour  ;  for  it  moves  in  an  even  and  re¬ 
gular  courfe,  and  has  a  fteady  pulfe  till  then  ;  but  when 
the  laft  minute  is  expired,  the  wheels  rufh  all  together 
with  a  louder  noife  ;  fo  {hall  the  orbs  above;  and  thefe 
inferior  elements,  when  their  courfe  is  done,  break'  all 
their  harmony,  and  with  confufed  cracks  and  rattlings  dif- 
gorge  their  effences  into  the  lap  of  their  eternal  chaos, 
there  to  be  renewed  and  changed  again  into  far  nobler 
forms,  although  the  original  fubftance  ftill  remains  the 
fame  ;  for  I  believe  the  firft  matter  to  be  unchangeable 
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and  eternal,  without  beginning  or  end.  But  there  have 
paffed  many  millions  of  ages,  in  the  production  of  fuch 
an  infinite  variety  cf  forms;  perhaps  the  grounds  of  aero¬ 
logy  are  true,  and  that  there  were  of  old  certain  periods 
of  time  affixed,  firft  for  the  product  of  the  heavenly  figns 
and  conftellations,  then  for  the  planets,  and  afterwards 
for  the  nativity  of  all  the  other  beings  below  the  moon. 
But  Mofes,.  the  lawgiver  and  chief  philofopher  of  the 
Jews,  is  of  a  contrary  judgment  ;  for  he  fays,  the  vege¬ 
tables  had  exiftence  before  the  ftars  :  And  fo  one  does 
not  know  what  to  think  among  them  all.  For  ought  I 
know,  any  man’s  reafon  might  be  received  with  as  much 
applaufe  as  that  of  Mofes,  who  Ihould  affert,  “  That 
there  are  certain  horfes  formed  of  the  pureft  light,  gal¬ 
loping  up  and  down  the  infinite  expanfe  for  an  indeter¬ 
minate  feries  of  ages,  the  dud  of  whofe  feet  firft  raifed 
the  elements  out  of  nothing,  and  then  their  hoofs  link¬ 
ing  againlt  the  original  flints  of  nature,  begat  the  fparks 
which  fhall  fet  the  world  a-fire  at  lad.”  And  God 
knows  whether  the  late  conflagration  at  the  imperial  city 
was  not  owing  to  a  fcratch  of  one  of  thofe  horfes  nails, 
though  they  are'  pleafed  to  lay  it  on  the  giafres  and  ky- 
filbafchi. 

By  my  foul,  I  believe  all  things  proceed  from  eternal 
chance.  All  that  we  admire  fo  much  in  the  world,  is  a 
mere  higgledy-piggledy  of  things  whjch  may  be,  or  may 
not  be,  only  they  are  ;  and  fo  we  mull  not  quarrel  with 
any  thing  that  has  exiftence.  We  behold  the  fun,  moon, 
and  ftars  over  our  heads  ;  they  give  us  their  fucceffivc 
light  by  night  and  day  ;  we  trample  upon  the  earth  un¬ 
der  our  feet,  and  fail  on  the  open  fea,  to  which  we  can 
give  no  great  trull  ;  at  the  fame  time,  we  know  not  the 
natures  of  thefe  different  beings ;  the  fun  may  be  but  an 
eternal  carbuncle,  for  ought  we  know,  and  the  moon  but 
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a  crefted  fapphire,  the  reft  of  the  planets  but  the  re- 
fra&ions  of  thel’e  bright  effences,  and  all  the  fixed  liars, 
but  fo  many  fplinters  of  the  eternal  torch  which  lights 
the  world  ;  and  after  all  the  reft,  this  earth  whereon 
we  tread  may  be  but  a  wart  or  mole,  a  little  iilly  excref- 
cence  or  fuperfluous  tumor  of  the  elements,  if  not  a 
gangrene  in  nature. 

Oh  Mohammed  !  I  have  faid  too  much  to  a  man  of 
thy  abftrufe  fpeculations,  but  thou  wilt  pardon  one  that 
fpeaks  with  faith  and  fincerity. 

Let  me  put  in  one  word  more  with  thee,  Oh,  chief  of 
the  folitaries  !  prince  of  the  fylvans  !  glory  of  Arabia  ! 
thou  hidden  one  of  the  Eaft  !  thou  plicenix  of  all  gene¬ 
rations  !  Nobody  was  born  for  himfelf  ;  nobody' is  wife 
at  all  times  ;  and  this  is  a  particular  feafon  wherein  the 
Grand  Signior’s  fervice  requites  me  to  be,  as  it  were,  a 
little  foolilhly  merry.  Therefore,  begging  thy  pardon 
and  prayers,  I  bid  thee  adieu. 

Paris,  r3th  of  the  8th  Moon,  of  the  Year  i6j6. 


VII. — 7o  Pesteli  Hali,  his  Brother ,  Majler  of  the 
Cujloms ,  and  Superintend  ant  of  the  Arfenal  at  Coif  an¬ 
ti  noplc. 

It  will  do  thee  no  hurt  to  carry 'the  following  news  to 
Ilatnet  Reis  Effendi  :  I  '  intrench  on  the  poll’s  time  and 
my  own  health,  it  being  very  late  in  the  night,  on  pur- 
pofe  that  the  minifters  of  the  Porte  may  have  the  earlieft 
account  of  the  taking  of  Philip'fburgh  from  the  French, 
by  the  confederate  princes  and  Hates. 

This  is  a  town  of  great  importance,  and  very  ftrong  : 
The  Spaniards  became  mailers  of  it  in  the  year  1633, 
through  the  treachery  of  the  governor  ;  next  year  follow- 
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ing,  the  Swedes  put  it  again  in  the  French  king’s  hands, 
but  that  monarch  not  being  able  to  repair  its  fortifica¬ 
tions,  by  reafon  of  the  winter,  it  was  furprifed  by  the 
Imperialids  on  the  23d  of  the  firlt  moon  1635,  in  whofe 
hands  it  remained  till  the  year  1644,  when  in  the  9th 
moon  it  was  taken  by  the  Duke  Enguien,  now  Prince  of. 
Conde,  after  he  routed  the  Duke  of  Bavaria  at  Fribourg. 
The  French  have  had  it  in  poffefiion  ever  fince  chat  time, 
till  about  four  days  ago  it  was -furrendered,  upon  condi¬ 
tions,  to  the  Imperialills,  who  had  blocked  it  up  above  a 
year,  and  formally  befieged  it  four  moons. 

It  is  a  lofs  which  this  court  refents  with  no  fmall  grief, 
Philiplburgh  being  a  town  of  more  value  than  twenty 
others  in  thole  parts.  The  French  have  taken  Conde, 
Bouchain,  and  Aire,  but  they  do  not  think  thefe  an  e- 
quivalent  reprifal  ;  neither  can  this  campaign  laft  long 
enocigh  to  give  them  an  opportunity  of  feeking  farther 
fatisfaclion. 

Brother,  I  mud  conclude  abruptly,  becaufe  the  poll 
tarries.  God  have  thee  in  his  keeping,  and  preferve  thee 
from  the  fnares  and  malicious  ambufcades  of  devils,  who 
are  let  loofe  from  their  infernal  dens  to  range  above 
ground  from  this  hour  to  the  crowing  of  the  cocks. 

Paris,  izth  of  the  9th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1576. 


VIII. — To  Sep H at,  Abercromil,  Vannt,  Effendi, 
Preacher  to  the  Sultan. 

A  bout  five  years  ago  I  fent  thee  a  difpatch,  contain¬ 
ing  an  account  of  the  kind  reception  thy  dodlrines  found 
in  Europe,  and  of  the  fwift  progrefs  they  made  in  con¬ 
verting  the  honefter  fort  of  Nazerenes ;  I  alfo  acquainted 
thee  with  the  oppofition  that  was  made  againft  the  writ- 
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ings  of  Francis  Malevqlla,  by  the  Jefuits  and  Domini¬ 
cans  ;  now  I  fhall  inform  thee  farther  of  the  prodigious 
advances  this  facred  inftitution  of  life  has  made  in  Italy, 
France,  and  Spain,  with  Germany,  and  other  regions  in 
the  Weft. 

There  is  an  eminent  man  in  Rome,  whom  they  call 
Father  Petrucci,  a  perfon  of  great  learning  and  confpicu- 
ous  knowledge  ;  his  piety  indeed  has  been  by  him  induf- 
trioufty  concealed,  as  much  as  lay  in  his  power,  but  yet 
his  moft  reclufe  good  works  took  air,  and  all  men  of  in¬ 
tegrity  conceive  a  veneration  for  him.  He  having  read 
the  works  of  Malevella,  grew  enamoured  of  fo  fublime  a 
fvftem  of  fpiritual  rules,  and  wrote  to  all  his  friends,  by 
way  of  recommendation  of  the  author  and  his  fubjeft  ; 
thofe  letters  afterwards  were  put  in  print,  and  it  is  not  to 
be  exprefied  what  powerful  influence  they  had  on  all  im¬ 
partial  readers.  He  publiihedalfo  many  learned  treatifes, 
in  the  defence  and  praife  of  a  contemplative  life  j  and  the 
reputation  of  this  refined  theology  daily  increafed,  and 
fpVead  abroad  in  every  corner  of  the  Chriftian  world. 

Among  the  reft  of  learned  profelytes,  a  certain  Spa- 
niih  prieft,  and  doiftor  of  the  Chriftian  law,  whom  they 
call  Michael  de  Molino,  appeared  upon  the  ftage  ;  and 
in  the  year  1675  publifhed  a  comprehenfive  treatife  of 
rnyftical  religion.  The  book  was  approved  and  licenfed 
by.  the  archbilhop  of  Rheggio,  by  the  general  of  the 
Francifcans,  an  officer  of  the  Inquifition,  and  by  Martin 
ceEfparfa,  an  eminent  jefuit  belonging  to  the  fame  court, 
and  proleftor  of  theology  at  Rome.  The  prefs  had  no 
fooner  delivered  this  myfterious  treatife  to  the  world,  but 
every  body  catched  it  up  ;  fo  that  the  firft  edition  being 
foon  difperfed  in  Rome,  Ferrara,  Naples,  and  other  cities 
of  Italy,  it  was  neceffary  to  ftart  a  new  itnpreffion  of  fo 
acceptable  a  thing,  that  the  remaining  provinces,  ftates, 
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and  principalities,  might  not  want  their  {hare  of  fo  divine 
a  copy  ;  that  Spain  might  be  reformed  by  one  of  her  own 
natives  ;  and  generous  France,  forgetting  her  averfions, 
might  not  aifdain  the  fage  inftruftions  of  a  hated  Spa¬ 
niard.  In  a  word,  Molino’s  book  is  had  in  fecond  ve¬ 
neration  with  the  gofpel ;  his  friendftiip  is  coveted  by  the 
greateft  men  in  Rome,  efpecially  the  fecular  clergy  are 
ambitious  to  confirm  the  honours,  dignities,  and  benefices 
they  already  pofftfs  in  the  church,  by  gaining  the  favour 
of  his  acquaintance;  they  confult  him  as  an  oracle  in  knot¬ 
ty  problems  of  divinity;  and  many  cardinals  court  hiscor- 
refpondence,  not  valuing  their  rank  in  the  red  lift  of  ec- 
clefiaftical  princes,  unlefs  they  are  alfo  enrolled  in  the  hap¬ 
py  number  cf  Molino’s  friends;  fuch  are  Carpegna,  Azo- 
lini,  Caffanta,  Odefcalchi,  and  the  French  Cardinal  d’ 
Eftrees. 

This  laft  is  famous  for  his  learning  and  accomplifhments, 
being  educated  in  the  Sorborme,  and  a  familiar  of  Mon« 
fieur  De  Launay,  a  great  reformer  of  errors  in  the  doc¬ 
trine  and  difcipline  of  the  Roman  church.  Being  tlfua 
predifpofed  to  favour  any  one  who  would  expofe  himfeif 
to  ftem  the  torrent  cf  corruptions,  the  tide  of  vain  and 
fuperftitious  pradlices  advancing  daily  higher  and  higher,' 
and  threatening  to  overflow  the  banks  of  folid  piety,  fin- 
cere  devotion,  and  all  moral  virtue,  the  generous  cardinal 
appeared  the  public  patron  of  Molino,  and  in  private  they 
had  many  conferences.  The  Spaniard  laid  afide  his  na¬ 
tive  jealoufy  of  foreigners,  and  the  Frenchman  mortified 
his  pique  againft  that  nation  ;  they  both  converfed  with 
opennefs  of  heart,  and  unrefer'ved  freedom. 

The  cardinal  alfo,  after  this,  brought  him  acquainted 
with  feveral  eminent  men  in  France,  between  whom  and 
Molino  was  held  a  ftrict  intelligence.  The  new  pope, 
who  was  before  called  Cardinal  Odefcalchi,  has  given  him 
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an  apartment  in  his  own  palace,  and  done  him  many- 
other  honours ;  in  a  word,  he  is  grown  fo  confiderable, 
that  the  greateft  part  of  the  Nazarenes  look  upon  him  as 
a  prophet  fent  from  God. 

I  take  complacency  to  fee  Mahometanifm  thus  maf- 
querade  it  in  the  heart  of  Christendom,  and  the  mod  re¬ 
fined  draught  of  our  religion  copied  in  the  lives  and  prac¬ 
tices  of  the  mofc  excellent  among  the  Nazarenes.  It  is 
a  fair  fign,  methinks,  that  by  degrees  they  will  inquire  a 
little  farther,  and  with  more  humility,  into  our  facred 
law,  that  they  will  not  Humble  at  circumcifion,  waffling, 
and  other  purifications  and  ceremonies  appointed  by  the  * 
prophet,  fince  they  are  all  performed  in  honour  of  the 
Eternal  Unity,  and  not  to  images  or  pictures.  However, 
at  leaft,  fuch  pious  and  contemplative  men  as  thefe,  will, 
by  a  neceffarv  confequencej  raii’e  up  a  feeret  fadtion  for 
us,  and  qualify  the  bitter  zeal  and  fpite  which  Chriftians 
generally  bear  againft  the  true  believers  ;  for  the  follow¬ 
ers  ofMalevelia,  Petrucci,  and  Molino,  are  already  brand¬ 
ed,  and  diffinguifhed  from  the  reft  of  the  Nazarenes  by 
the  odious  name  of  heretics,  which  is  next  door  to  the 
more  opprobrious  title  of  infidels,  the  bell  and  kindeft. 
epithet  they  can  afford  the  faithful  muffulmans. 

To  fum  up  all  in  brief,  they  reckon  an  hundred  thou- 
fand  of  this  new  fed!  in  Italy,  as  many  more  in  France 
and  Spain,  and  not  much  fewer  in  Germany,  befides  Po« 
land,  Hungary,  and  other  regions  ;  lo  that  if  an  army 
of  muffulmans  fhould  appear  on  the  Italian  fhores  with 
Vani  Effendi  at  the  head  of  them,  and  a  declaration 
fhould  be  fpread  about,  containing  that  you  aim  at  no¬ 
thing  but  to  propagate  the  truth,  and  to  protedt  the  in¬ 
jured  molinifts  or  quietifis  (for  fo  they  nickname  this  con¬ 
templative  fedt),  they  would  all  rife  and  fly  to  the  Ma* 
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hometan  ftandard,  as  formerly  the  malcontents  of  Italy 
did  to  the  afylum  of  Romulus.  God’s  will  be  done. 

.Paris,  ad  of  the  12th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1676. 


IX.— To  Ml  rm  ado  lin,  Sant  one  of  the  Vale  of  Si  don. 

Blesseii  are  they  who  honour  the  virtues  of  holy  men, 
and  ftrive  to  imitate  their  examples.  The  infidels  count 
them  mad  whom  the  great  lord  of  all  things  has  infpired 
with  his  love,  which  is  the  fpirit  or  breath  of  the  Omni¬ 
potent,  giving  life  to  all  things  ;  their  fouls  are  fnatched 
away  in  facred  ecftacies ;  they  are  carried  to  the  bright 
fiiining  worlds,  borne  up  on  the  wings  of  a  wind  from 
paradife  ;  they  behold  marvellous  things,  and  the  wonders 
of  the  Iky  ;  wafted  from  ilar  to  liar,  they  are  ravifhed 
with  the  fight  of  fojnany  radiant  fplendours,  and  expire  in 
tranfports  of  divine  pleafure,  when  they  confiderthe  beau¬ 
tiful  economy  of  the  univerfe. 

O  Ariel !  chief  of  the  choirs  above,  who  fettefl  the 
tunes  of  the-fpheres,  and  art  matter  of  the  eternal  mulic  ; 
who  taughteft  Sultan  David  to  play  on  the  harp,  ancl 
and  learnedft  him  the  fongs  of  paradife  ;  fend  down  fome 
azured  meffenger,  fome  purpled  poll  from  Eden,  to  in- 
fpire  my  foul  with  divine  harmonies,  whilft  I  celebrate 
the  praifes  of  Alla,  the  firtt  and  the  laft,  whofe  glory  is 
expanded  through  the  infinite  abyfs,  and  enlightens  end- 
lefs  1'paCes.  The  whole  univerfe  is  full  of  his  majefty,  but 
the  place  of  his  retirement  is  above  the  heaven  of  hea¬ 
vens  ;  there  he  kteps  his  court,  guarded  by  feventy  times 
fever,  millions  of  angels,  who  always  ftand  on  their  watch 
to  prevent  the  invafions  of  Orofmades  the  prince  of  dark- 
nefs,  the  root  and  fource  of  all  evil. 

God  came  from  heaven  in  the  days  of  Mofes}  with  an 
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army  not  to  be  numbered  ;  Michael  was  his  dandard- 
bearer,  whole  chariot  was  a  carbuncle  of  paradife  ;  they 
marched  through  the  milky  way,  and  made  their  defcent 
on  the  rock  of  the  defart  Sinai  ;  the  artillery  of  the  ce- 
leftial  hod  was  thunder  and  lightning  ;  they  were  encom- 
paffed  with  thick  clouds  of  fmoke ;  the  world  was  af¬ 
frighted  at  the  dreadful  noife,  and  Orofmades  durd  not 
appear  to  abide  the  battle,  but  fled  into  the  caverns  of 
the  earth  with  all  his  legions,  where  they  are  barred  up 
to  the  day  of  judgment ;  they  often  drive  to  break  loofe, 
which  occafrons  horrid  earthquakes,  but  the  chain  which 
binds  them  is  fadened  to  the  throne  of  God  ;  he  keeps 
the  keys  of  thofe  infernal  prifons,  and  bars  up  all  the  a- 
venues  of  hell ;  there  darknefs,  horror,  and  pain  have  ta¬ 
ken  up  their  refidence  for  ever  ;  one  abyfs  fupplies  ano¬ 
ther  with  eternal  doods  of  confufion  and  mifery  ;  but  a- 
bove  the  furface  of  the  earth  he  has  edablifhed  light,  li¬ 
berty,  joy,  and  peace,  to  them  that  revolt  not  from  bis 
love  and  obedience. 

God  came  from  Arval,  and  the  holy  one  was  feen  to 
fly  from  the  thickets  of  Schair  in  the  Ead  j  he  bent  his 
courfe  towards  the  Red  Sea,  and  pitched  his  tents  in  the 
meridian  of  Mecca.  On  that  day  the  kebla  was  turned 
towards  the  South,  and  the  faces  of  the  faithful,  in  time 
of  prayer,  regarded  the  houfe  of  Abraham,  the  fquare 
temple,  and  the  place  appointed  by  dediny  for  the  tomb 
of  the  prophet.  Then  Medina  Ttlnabi  became  bright 
and  illudrious  ;  the  glory  of  Jerufalem  faded,  and  was 
eclipfed  at  the  dawning  fplendouv  of  this  new  fandluary, 
a  city  ennobled  by  the  prefence  of  deputies  from  heaven, 
even  Gabriel  and  Ifraphiel,  who  came  down  to  vifit  the 
determined  place  of  the  prophet’s  red. 

They  brought  with  them  rules  and  models  of  divine 
arc'hitedture,  that  the  dormitory  of  the  meffenger  of  God 
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might  be  majeftic  and  glotious.  They  difclofed  their  er¬ 
rand  to  Zaphid  and  Al-Kepher,  two  cunning  artificers  in 
the  city,  and  (bowed  them  the  celeftial  pattern  of  the  fe- 
pulchre  ;  thefe  kept  fecret  the  matter  till  the  time  was 
accompliihed  which  the  angels  enjoined  them  ;  then  they 
declared  themfelves,  and  undertook  the  building  of  a  fa¬ 
bric,  which  has  rendered  Medina  famous  throughout  the 
world. 

Oh  Medina  Telnabi !  how  fweet  is  thy  name  among 
the  mufiulmans!  The  roads  of  Alia  and  Afric  are  covered 
with  the  caravans  of  fuch  as  bring  prefents  unto  thee,  the 
devout  pilgrims  who  travel  from  far  to  kifs  the  pavement 
of  the  temple  where  the  bones  of  our  divine  lawgiver  are 
repofited. 

I  faw  the  elephants  and  dromedaries  of  the  Eaft  with 
joy  bow  down  and  couch  to  the  earth,  while  facred  bur¬ 
dens  were  laid  on  their  backs  ;  the  camels  alfo  of  the 
feuth  of  Egypt,  and  the  land  of  Moors  ;  they  perform¬ 
ed  the  facred  pilgrimage  with  humility  and  refignation  ; 
they  failed  four,  five,  ten,  or  fourteen  days  each,  as  they 
were  able,  in  token  of  their  devotion  and  thankfulnefs, 
in  that  they  were  permitted  the  honour  of  vifiting  the  ho¬ 
ly  region,  and  the  fepulchre  of  him  who  taught  the 
dumb  beafts  the  difcipline  of  wifdom,  and  the  way  to  pa- 
radife. 

Ever  fince  that  time  the  animal  generations  have  in- 
ftru&ed  each  other  in  the  precepts  of  the  prophet  who 
could  neither  write  nor  read  5  in  their  mute  language 
they  perform  morning  and  evening  the  appointed  orifons, 
and  preach  to  their  young  ones  by  inarticulate  founds  the 
doCtrines  of  faith  clear  and  intelligible. 

Oh  Mohammed  !  every  letter  of  thy  myfterious  name 
is  full  of  benediction  and  praife  ;  each  fy liable  is  com¬ 
pounded  of  fecrets  not  to  be  revealed  till  the  confumm'a- 
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tion  of  all  things  ;  thou  art  a  treafury  of  wonders  which 
cannot  be  exhaufted  or  valued. 

I  heaid  the  eaftern  wind  record  thy  praifes  on  a  flute, 
whilll  gentle  zephyrs  blew  foft  vocal  harmonies,  wherein 
were  often  celebrated  the  glorious  names  of  Mahomet 
and  Hali  ;  to  thefe  great  Boreas  joiped  in  concert  with 
his  deep-lunged  organ,  fweetened  in  counter-tenor  by 
the  fouthern  wind ;  they  whiffled,  fung,  and  played  in 
parts,  till  all  the  younger  fans  of  zEolus  came  in  to  fill 
the  choir  ;  then  was  the  mufic  loud  and  flirill ;  it  awak¬ 
ened  all  the  woods  and  forefts  on  the  earth  ;  the  trees 
and  all  the  vegetable  race  11  ruck  up  in  unifon  with  the 
winds,  the  birds  put  in  their  cheerful  notes,  the  ft  reams 
and  rivers  murmured  grateful  airs,  the  fea  railed  up  her 
billows  to  the  clouds,  whilft  jovial  tritons  founded  high 
levets  of  marine,  anfwered  in  verfe  by  rumbling  timbrels 
of  the  Iky ;  there  was  an  univerfal  joy  and  rant ;  nat-ure 
herfelf  was  hi  a  frolic,  and  kept  holiday. 

Why  did  the  Moft  High  decamp  from  Arval,  and  the 
Eternal  remove  his  refidence  from  Schair  in  the  Eaft  i 
Why  did  he  caufe  his  armies  to  lie  down  in  the  South, 
and  his  pavilions  to  cover  the  regions  of  Mecca  ?  Doubt- 
lefs  he  did  all  this  in  honour  of  the  law  which  he  fent 
from  heaven,  and  of  the  birth-place  of  his  favourite,  that 
all  nations  might  know  and  confefs,  “  That  there  is  but 
one  God,  and  Mahomet  his  apoftle.”  The  beafts  of  the 
earth  acknowledge  this,  the  fowls  alfo  of  the  air,  and 
-the  fifh  of  the  fea  ;  the  elements  and  inanimate  beings 
are  fenfible  of  a  joy  which  they  cannot  exprefs,  and  the 
univerfe  is  all  diffolved  in  rapture,  whilft  it  lies  ftretched 
out  at  large,  unfolded  into  endlefs  Ikirts,  and  refts  for¬ 
ever  on  the  all-propping  Unity. 

Mirmadolin,  I  am  part  of  the  univerfe,  and  therefore 
cannot  but  be  touched  with  a  fenfe  of  the  blifs  which  at 
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certain  feafons  tranfports  the  whole.  Thou  who  art  al¬ 
ways  in  a  divine  ecftacy,  wilt  not  wonder  at  the  fhort  en- 
thufiafms  of  thy  Have  Mahmut,  who  covets  nothing 
more  ambidoufly  than  to  imitate  thy  blamelefs  life. 

Farewell,  in  God  ;  for  we  cannot  be  out  of  him,  fo 
long  as  we  are  in  ourfelves. 

Paris,  1 7*h  of  the  2d  Moon,  of  the  Year  1677. 


X. — To  the  Kaimacham. 

The  French  are  refolved  to  make  bold  efforts  this  cam¬ 
paign,  to  repair  the  lofs  of  Philipfburgh,  which  was 
taken  from  them  laft  year  ;  the  king  is  impatient  of  any 
check  given  to  the  progrefs  of  his  arms,  and  fpares  nei¬ 
ther  men  nor  money  to  keep  up  the  reputation  and  iame 
of  a  conqueror  ;  and  if  this  character  (grown  familiar  to 
to  him,  as  it  were,  by  prefcription,  after  a  long  and  al- 
mofl  uninterrupted  ferics  of  victories) ,  happen  <t  any 
time  to  be  leffened  by  fome  unfuccefsful  attempt  upon 
the  enemy,  he  cannot  be  at  reft  till  he  has  recovered  it 
again  by  Inch  renowned  exploits  as  may  be  anfwerable  to 
the  rmeatnefs  of  his  foul,  and  the  formidable  puiffance  of 
his  fword,  known  to  all  Europe. 

He  has  many  and- great  armies  in  pay;  and  whether 
it  be  an  effedt  of  his  fortune  or  his  judgment,  it  is  ob- 
-ferved  that  he  is  always  Hefted  with  the  ableft  generals 
in  Cirri  ft  end  om. 

The  firft  thing  he  enterprifed  was  the  fiege  of  "V  alen- 
ciennfes,  a  city  feated  on  the  frontiers  of  the  Spanifh 
Netherlands,  a  very  important  place,  and  confiderable 
for  its  commerce,  inhabited  alfo  by  a  flout  warlike  peo¬ 
ple,  and  of  very  difficult  accefs,  by  reafon  of  a  certain 
river,  with  whofe  waters  they  can  at  pleafure  drown  all 
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the  country  round  about.  It  was  inverted  by  the  Duke 
of  Luxemburgh  on  the  28th  of  the  2d  moon,  and  form¬ 
ally  befieged  on  the  4th  of  the  3d;  on  the  17th  there 
was  a  general  aflault  given,  and  the  French  entered  the 
town,  which  fo  terrified  the  inhabitants,  that  they  threw 
themfelves  upon  the  king’s  mercy  ;  he  accepted  their 
fubmifiions,  and  fo  put  a  ftop  to  the  common  violence  in 
fuch  cafes. 

Another  time  this  had  been  enough  to  have  crowned  a 
whole  campaign,  and  fatisfied  the  ambition  of  the  French 
generals,  but  now  the  remembrance  of  laft  year’s  lofs  and 
difgrace  fpurs  them  on  to  new  revenges-;  and  to  convince 
the  world  that  this  monarch  is  not  eafily  to  be  daunted, 
but  that  he  is  jealous  of  his  glory,  he  has,  fince  the  tak¬ 
ing  of  Valenciennes,  befieged  two  ftrong  cities,  Cambray 
and  St.  Orners. 

The  former  of  thefe  is  efteemed  one  of  the  ftrongeft 
places  in  all  Flanders  ;  it  is  fituated  on  the  river  Efcaut, 
and  was  the  ancient  patrimony  of  the  French  croWn  ever 
fince  the  reign  of  Clodion  II.  King  of  France,  who 
made  himfelf  mafter  of  it  in  the  year  445  of  the  Chrirti- 
ans  hegira  ;  alterwards  it  fell  to  the  rtrare  of  Charles  the 
Bald  in  the  year  843,  and  in  the  year  870  it  became  the 
occafion  of  a  war  between  the  Kings  of  France,  the  Em¬ 
perors,  and  the  Counts  of  Flanders,  in  which  conteft  one 
of  the  Baldwins  got  it,  and  left  it  to  his  fon  ;  but 
Charles  V.  overreached  him,  and  by  means  of  the  bi- 
Ihop’s  correfpondence  took  pofieffion  of  the  place  ;  he 
put  a  rtrong  garrifon  in  it,  and  built  a  citadel,  which 
rendered,  the  town  almoft  impregnable.  In  procefs  of 
time  it  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Duke  of  Alanfon,  bro¬ 
ther  to  Henry  III.,  when  he  was  made  Count  of  Flan¬ 
ders,  in  the  year  1582  ;  but  in  the  year  1595  the  Spani¬ 
ards  took  it,  and  have  held  it  ever  fince,  till  the  6th  of 
Vol.  Fill.  d 
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the  4th  moon  of  this  prefent  year,  when  the  gates  were 
fet  open  to  let  in  the  French  troops,  and  on  the  17th  the 
citadel  was  furrendered  upon  articles. 

As  for  St.  Omers,  it  is  a  great  city,  and  well  fortified, 
having  on  one  fide  the  river  Aa,  with  its  marrties,  and 
on  the  other  being  defended  by  a  caftle,  flanked  with 
good  bartions,  ana  encompaffed  with  an  extreme  broad 
and  deep  ditch.  About  the  beginning  of  this  moon  it 
was  inverted  by  the  French  king’s  forces,  and  within 
three  or  four  days  it  was  formally  beueged,  but  not  gain¬ 
ed  without  a  bloody  combat,  fought  between  the  French 
and  the  Prince  of  Orange,  who  came  with  a  confiderable 
army,  defigning  to  throw  fuccours  into  the  place.  I 
will  npt  trouble  thee  by  reciting  all  the  particulars  of  the 
fight ;  only  be  affured,  that  the  French  got  the  vidfory, 
put  the  others  to  flight,  remained  mafters  of  the  field, 
took  thirteen  pieces  of  cannon,  feveDteen  ftandards,  all  the 
enemy’s  baggage,  and  almoft  three  thoufand  prifoners. 

The  ftage  of  this  great  adlion  was  a  place  called  Mont 
Cartel,  rot  far  from  St.  Omers  ;  a  fpot  of  ground  ob¬ 
served  to  have  once  before  been  propitious  to  the  French 
arms,  when  Philip  of  Valois  fought  there  with  the  Spa¬ 
niards,  and  gave  them  an  entire  defeat.  He  was  reckon¬ 
ed  the  valianteft  prince  of  that  age. 

The  inhabitants  of  St.  Omers,  hearing  of  the  defeat 
that  was  given  to  the  Prince  of  Orange,  were  in  fo  great 
a  confternation,  that  in  a  few  days  they  voluntarily  fur- 
rendered  to  the  French  king. 

Illuflrious  kaimacham,  this  puiflant  monarch  takes 
fuch  wife  methods,  as  thou  wilt  fay  cannot  fail  in  the 
ordinary  courfe  of  war  to  bring  him  fuccefs  ;  be  is  an 
excellent  paymafter,  and  never  gives  occafion  for  his  fol- 
diers  to  repine  or  murmur  for  want  of  their  daily  allow¬ 
ance,  nor  puts  them  upon  impatient  expeditions  of  their 
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arrears ;  on  the  contrary,  he  is  very  munificent  and  li¬ 
beral  to  all  men  of  merit ;  and  the  meaneft  foldier  who 
fignalifes  himfelf  by  any  notable  exploit  or  attion  of 
bravery,  is  fure  to  be  diftinguiflied  from  the  reft  by  fome 
royal  reward  in  money,  if  he  be  not  advanced  to  the 
dignity  of  a  commander,  and  fometimes  they  are  honour¬ 
ed  with  both.  This  conduct  makes  his  men  fight  like 
lions,  each  being  emulous  of  his  fellows,  and  all  freely 
hazarding  their  lives  to  gain  their  mailer’s  efteem,  count¬ 
ing  that  the  moil  glorious  poll  which  is  moil  expofed  to 
danger. 

He  is  fevere  to  thofe  provinces  and  towns  which  refufe 
to  fnbmit  to  his  arms,  and  full  of  clemency  to  fuch  as 
willingly  embrace  his  government. 

In  a  word,  his  donatives  and  largeffes  to  his  own,  his 
condcfcenfions,  and  the  immunities  he  gives  to  others, 
together  with  the  exa£lnefs  of  his  juftice  to  all,  to  faci¬ 
litate  the  progrefs  of  his  arms,  increafe  his  conquefts, 
and  render  him  the  greateft  prince  in  the  weftern  parts. 

Sage  minifter,  I  kifs  the  hem  of  thy  veil,  and  with 
humble  obeifance  retire  from  thy  prefence. 

Paris,  23th  of  the  4th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1677. 


XI. — To  Hamet,  Reis  Effendi,  Principal  Secretary 
of  the  Ottoman  Empire. 

T he  love  of  women  is  natural  to  our  fex,  and  there  is 
no  man  who  at  one  time  or  other  has  not  felt  the 
warmths  of  this  amorous  paffion  ;  but  it  is  ftrange  to  ob- 
ferve  after  what  a  different  manner  this  flame  difcovers 
itfelf  in  people  of  various  nations,  ages,  qualities,  for¬ 
tunes,  and  conftitutions ;  young  men  are  lafcivious  and 
ardent  in  their  love  j  old  men  are  ridiculous  and  formal ; 
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the  poor  man  Rudies  to  pleafe  his  mifirefs  by  abjedl  fub- 
miffions  and  humble  obfequioufnefs ;  the  rich  ftrives  to 
win  her  by  munificent  gifts  and  prefents  ;  the  vulgar 
make  their  court  by  feafting  the  coy  damfel,  and  regaling 
her  with  junkets  and  wine  ;  the  noble  entertain  her  with 
plays,  mafquerades,  ballets,  and  other  pompous  diver- 
tifements. 

The  ingenious  Italian  lets  upon  his  mifirefs  with  a 
kind  of  polilhed  wantonnefs,  hot  making  romantic, 
whining  addreffes,  but  with  a  refined  impudence,  his 
eyes,  his  hands,  his  tongue,  and  all  his  actions  foon 
make  her  fenfible  where  his  pain  lies  ;  he  celebrates  her 
prailes  in  verfe,  and  hires  mufic  to  ferenade  her;  finally, 
he  never  leaves  till  he  gains  her,  or  revenges  himfelf  on 
his  rival,  by  fending  him  out  of  the  world,  and  on  her, 
by  turning  all  his  compliments  into  curfes  and  fianders  ; 
but  if  he  gets  her,  he  (huts  her  up  for  ever,  and  makes 
her  chamber  her  prifon. 

The  headfirong  Spaniard,  burning  with  defire,  and 
impatient  of  delay,  flung  with  refilefs  concupifcence,  be¬ 
haves  himfelf  like  a  madman  ;  he  flamps,  flares,  and 
raves,  walks  furioufly  backward  and  forward,  rolls  his 
eyes  after  a  hideous  manner  ;  he  Harts,  Hands  Hill,  lays 
his  hand  upon  his  fword,  looks  up  to  Heaven,  invokes 
the  faints,  talks  to  himfelf,  threatens  the  diffolution  of 
all  things,  if  he  be  baulked  of  his  love  ;  in  this  humour 
lie  runs  to  his  miHrefs,  falls  at  her  feet,  makes  doleful 
and  paflionate  complaints,  throws  himfelf  upon  her  mer¬ 
cy,  adores  her,  and  does  all  things  which  are  proper  for 
a  defperate  lover  ;  if  by  thefe  means  he  enjoys  her,  he 
foon  grows  weary  of  her,  and  either  kills  her,  or  profii- 
tutes  her  fecretly  for  gold  ;  but  if  he  cannot  obtain  her, 
then  he  macerates  and  torments  himfelf,  and  is  refolved 
to  die. 
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Different  from  both  thefe  is  the  wanton  Frenchman, 
who  courts  his  miftrefs  after  a  jolly  fafhion,  with  fongs, 
dances,  mufic,  and  jefts  ;  he  is  all  life  and  mirth  when 
in  her  company,  and  abounds  with  a  thoufand  forts  of 
comical  humours  ;  if  he  gets  her,  after  a  little  time  the 
fickle  fpark  is  cloyed,  and  falls  in  love  with  another;  if 
he  fail  of  his  purpofe,  he  is  not  much  concerned,  for  all 
his  love  was  but  counterfeit  ;  yet  he  makes  a  ftiow  of 
difcontent,  he  threatens  and  fputters  at  her  for  a  while, 
but  this' tongue-tempeft  is  foon  laid,  and  a  new  face  pro¬ 
duces  a  calm. 

But  the  phlegmatic  German  is  very  hard  to  be  kind¬ 
led  up  to  this  paffion,  and  then  needs  a  great  deal  of  art 
to  blow  him  into  a  flame  ;  he  is  cold  and  wary,  thought¬ 
ful  and  flow,  provident  and  dull ;  yet,  when  once  touch¬ 
ed  with  this  affe&ion,  he  is  very  liberal  of  his  gifts, 
which  is  the  mafter-piece  of  his  courtflu'p  ;  if  he  obtains 
his  miftrefs,  he  foon  returns  to  his  primitive  frigidity  ; 
and  if  he  be  fruftrated,  he  is  but  where  he  was,  far  from 
killing  himfelf  for  a  peevifh  female. 

The  Frenchman  profeffes  more  love  than  he  has  ;  the 
German  endeavours  to  hide  the  fervour  of  his  paffion  ; 
the  Spaniard  pcrfuades  himfelf  that  he  is  beloved  by  his 
miftrefs ;  whilft  the  Italian  takes  the  neareft  courfe  to 
be  b. loved  by  her  in  reality.  The  Frenchman  loves  a 
pleafant  witty  maid,  though  fhe  be  deformed  ;  the  Spa¬ 
niard  prefers  beauty  to  wit  and  good  humour  ;  the  Ita¬ 
lian  is  for  a  female  of  a  timorous  fpirit  ;  whilft  the  Ger¬ 
man  adores  a  irago.  The  Frenchman,  by  his  wander¬ 
ing  loves,  of  a  wife  man  becomes  a  fool,  and  exchanges 
his  health  for  a  thoufand  maladies';  the  German,  having 
prsfufely  fpent  all  in  amorous  liberalities,  at  length,  from 
a  fool,  though  late,  becomes  a  wife  man  ;  the  Spaniard 
undertakes  heroic  enterprifes  to  pleafe  his  miftrefs  ;  whilft 
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the  Italian  defpifes  honour,  and  every  thing  elfe,  that  he 
may  enjoy  her. 

Certainly  the  greateft  men  in  the  world  have  been  fub- 
jedt  to  this  foft  paffion,  and  have  facrificed  their  reputa¬ 
tion,  glory,  and  virtue,  with  their  very  reafon,  to  the  re¬ 
gards  of  love.  How  enfnared  was  Micl  ridates  in  Pon- 
tus,  by  a  beautiful  woman  ?  How  did  Hannibal  iuffer 
his  courage  to  be  enervated  with  the  luxuries  of  Capua  ? 
So  Hercules  of  old  left  the  glorious  toils  of  war,  and 
fuffered  his  arms  to  ruft  for  the  fake  of  his  Iole  ;  fo 
Ulyffes  was  captivated  by  Circe,  Achilles  by  Brifeis,  and 
Ctefar  by  Cleopatra  ;  and  thou  knoweit  that  our  annals 
record  ilrange  things  of  the  amours  of  our  glorious  mo- 
narchs. 

There  is  no  nation  free  from  the  fentiments  of  love, 
yet  every  age  and  region  vary  in  their  condudt  toward 
women.  Here  in  the  Weil  they  are  all  for  intriguing 
and  gallantry'  ;  they'  accufe  the  muffulmans  for  having 
more  wives  than  one,  and  for  keeping  as  many  concu¬ 
bines  as  they  pleafe,  whilft  they  themfelves  have  their 
wives  almoil  in  common,  and  lie  with  every  wench  that 
comes  in  their  way  ;  adultery  paffcs  with  them  for  good¬ 
breeding,  and  fornication  is  efteemed  as  innocent  an  ac¬ 
tion  as  eating  and  drinking  ;  whereas  thou  knoweft  a- 
mong  the  true  believers  thefe  crimes  are  punilhed  with 
death.  Promifcuous  copulation  was  forbid  by  Mofes, 
Jefus,  and  Mahomet,  and  in  general  by'  all  the  prophets  ; 
it  is  a  fufficient  indulgence,  that  every  man  may  marry' 
four  wives,  and  enjoy  as  many  other  women  as  he  either 
takes  captives  from  the  enemy  in  wars,  or  purchafes  with 
his  money.  But  thefe  infidels  had  rather  follow  the 
fentiments  of  the  old  heathen  lawgivers,  and  the  examples 
of  idolatrous  nations,  than  obey  God  and  his  mefiengers  ; 
they  applaud  Solon,  the  great  lawgiver  of  the  Athenians, 
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calling  him  a  wife  man,  as  he  was  pronounced  by  the 
Delphic  oracle,  and  a  generous  patriot,  for  procuring 
harlots  to  accompany  the  youths  of  the  city,  and  build¬ 
ing  a  temple  to  Venus  out  of  the  money  they  got  by 
proftituting  themfelves. 

It  is  certain  whores  were  much  efteemed  in  thofe  days 
among  the  Grecians,  for  the  magiftrates  built  them  pub¬ 
lic  houfes  on  purpofe,  and  free  for  all  comers ;  they  alfo 
made  laws  to  prated  them  from  injuries  ;  and  fo  great 
was  the  veneration  that  befotted  people  had  for  them, 
that  when  Perfes  invaded  Greece,  the  harlots  of  Corinth 
undertook  to  intercede  for  their  country  in  the  temple  of 
Venus  ;  nay,  whatfoever  extraordinary  favour  they  had 
to  aflc  of  that  goddefs,  it  was  .done  by  the  mediation  of 
the  whores  ;  and  there  feems  fome  reafon  on  their  fide, 
fince  Venus  herfelf  was  tranfiated  to  heaven,  and  made 
a  goddefs  for  being  the  greateft  whore  and  bawd  that 
ever  lived  :  She  firft  taught  the  Cyprian  women  to  pro- 
ftitute  their  bodies  for  gain. 

What  a  work  did  Afpafia  make,  who  filled  all  Greece 
with  whores  ?  For  the  love  of  her  and  her  wenches  it 
was  that  Pericles  begun  the  Peleponnefian  war  that  laft- 
ed  fo  many  years,  and  is  fo  much  talked  of  in  ancient 
hiltory.  There  were  alfo  learned  whores ;  as  Sappho, 
the  rniftrefs  of  Phaon  ;  Sempronia,  Leaena,  and  Leon- 
tiurn,  who  wrote  publicly  in  vindication  of  their  lewd 
practice,  and  inveighed  againft  marriage.  There  were 
alfo  noble  whores  ;  as  Rhodope,  who  built  one  of  the 
Egyptian  pyramids  with  the  money  given  her  by  the 
king  ;  Thais  the  Corinthian,  who  was  fo  furpafiing  beau¬ 
tiful,  that  fhe  fcorned  to  lie  with  any  but  kings  and 
prmces:  But  Meffalina,  the  wife  of  Claudius  Casfar,  ex¬ 
ceeded  them  all  in  the  falacioufnefs  of  her  temper.  I 
will  not  omit  to  mention  Joan,  Queen  of  Naples,  who 
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eaufed  her  firft  huiband  to  be  hanged,  becaufe  he  could 
not  fatisfy-  her  luft  ;  hi?  name  was  Andrew,  fon  to 
.Elizabeth  Queen  of  Hungary :  Her  fecond  huiband,  to 
repair  the  fault  of  the  firft,  fo  wafted  his  ftrength  in  the 
conjugal  embraces,  that  in  a  little  time  he  killed  himfelf : 
Her  third  huiband  was  James,  King  of  Majorca,  whom 
fhe  beheaded  for  lying  with  another  woman  :  Her  fourth 
and  laid  fpoufe  was  O'.ho  Duke  of  Brunfwick  ;  he  lived 
to  fee  her  hanged  in  the  fame  place  where  her  firft  huf- 
band  had,  by  her  order,  buffered  the  fame  fate.  This 
was  the  revenge  cf  Charles  Prince  of  Dyrachium,  coufin- 
german  to  Andrew  before-mentioned.  This  lafcivious 
queen  world  have  the  company  of  ten  or  twelve  young 
men,  one  after  another,  the  fame  night. 

What  ftv.dl  I  fay  of  Semiramis,  Emprefs  of  the  Af- 
fyrians  ;  of  Pafiphae,  wife  to  Minos  King  of  Crete  ;  or 
of  an  hundred  other  royal  whores  ;  when  it  is  obfervable, 
that  the  moft  illuftrious  heroes  on  earth  have  fprur.g  from 
adulterous  beds  ?  Witnefs  Hercules,  Alexander,  Cloao- 
veus  King  of  the  Franks,  Theodoric  the  Goth,  William 
the  Norman,  Raymir  of  Arragon,  and  many  more,  too 
tedious  to  be  recited  ;  nay,  few  kings  and  princes  are 
born  of  lawful  mothers. 

Doubtlefs  the  infidel  nations  live  in  great  corruption  of 
manners  ;  they  confound  and  blend  together  divine  and 
profane  maxims,  from  whence  refult  monftrous  and  abo¬ 
minable  pradtices,  and  a  general  uncleannefs  of  life  in  all 
thing's.  But  the  chafte  followers  of  Mahomet  have  all 

O 

cuftoms  in  abomination  that  defile  the  foul  and  rob  it  Gf 
its  native  purity  ;  we  obey  the  traditions  of  Ibrahim, 
Ifmael,  and  the  reft  of  the  holy  line,  who  never  touched 
any  woman  but  their  own  lawful  wives  and  concubines, 
veiling  contented  with  this  indulgence  of  the  Omnipo¬ 
tent  ;  we  put  in  practice  the  law  brought  down  from 
heaven,  and  the  precepts  of  the  prophet,  which  forbid 
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all  adultery,  fornication,  and  inceft  ;  we  preferve  in  our 
veins  the  pure  and  unpolluted  blood  of  our  fathers,  and 
tranfmit  the  fame  to  our  children,  and  the  pofterity  to 
come,  that  the  promifes  made  to  Ibrahim,  the  glorious 
patriarch  of  the  Eaft,  may  not  be  difannulled  by  the  fins 
of  his  offspring,  but  may  be  verified  till  the  day  when  the 
moon  flrall  be  cancelled  in  the  heavens,  and  all  the  liars 
be  blotted  out. 

Oh  fage  Harriet !  we  are  of  a  facred  lineage,  and  ii- 
Iuilrious  pedigree  ;  our  progenitors  were  the  favourites 
of  Heaven,  and  lords  of  the  earth,  by  the  fpecial  bene¬ 
diction  of  God  ;  the  light  of  the  Eternal  fhines  upon 
the  Ottoman  houfe,  and  is  reflected  from  thence  on  all 
the  empire.  I  pray  Heaven  that  we  may  not  forfeit 
thefe  privileges  by  our  own  folly,  and  caufe  an  ill  report 
to  be  whifpered  of  us  among  the  angels,  faints,  and  pro¬ 
phets,  and  throughout  the  precinCts  of  paradife. 

I  confign  thee  to  the  cuftody  of  God,  and  thy  guar¬ 
dian  genius,  wifhing  thee  all  manner  of  enjoyments  that, 
may  confift  with  purity  and  innocence. 

Paris,  7th  of  the  5  th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1677. 


XII. — To  the  Captain  Bassa. 

By  (hips  newly  arrived  from  America,  advice  is  brought 
to  this  court  of  a  fignal  defeat  given  to  a  fquadron  of 
Dutch  (hips  in  thofe  parts,  and  of  the  taking  the  ifle 
Tobago  by  the-  French.  This  exploit  was  performed 
under  the  condudl  of  the  Count  d’Eftrees,  an  admiral  of 
p-ifing  fame  here  in  the  Well. 

But  in  my  opinion  the  French  magnify  this  enterprife. 
beyond  its  true  value,  for  they  loft  as  many  (hips  and 
men  as  the  Hollanders  ;  and  all  the  gain  they  can  boaft 
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of  is  a  place  which  will  cofc  them  more  to  defend  than 
it  is  really  worth. 

I  wonder  this  potent  monarch  does  not  rather  fet  out 
a  fleet  of  fhips  well  manned,  and  provided  of  all  necef- 
faries,  to  make  fome  difcoveries  in  that  vatt  track  of  land 
called  by  geographers  the  Southern  Unknown  World  ; 
it  runs  along  from  eaft:  to  weft,  between  the  tropic  of 
Capricorn,  and  the  antarclic  circle,  taking  up  the  whole 
fouthern  temperate  zone,  or  at  lead;  the  greateft  part  of 
it.  There  have  been  many  fabulous  relations  of  that 
diftant  part  of  the  globe  ;  fome  of  the  ancients  mention¬ 
ed  it,  and  modern  writers  have  uttered  various  conjec¬ 
tures  about  it ;  one  will  have  it  to  be  the  original  para- 
dife  of  Adam  and  Eve  ;  another  fuppofes  it  to  be  the 
place  whither  the  ten  tribes  of  Ifrael  retired,  that  were 
carried  away  captives  by  Salmanafiar  King  of  Aflyria  ; 
which  has  occafioned  fo  many  difputes  and  controverfies 
between  different  hiftorians. 

Be  it  how  it  will,  the  delightful  fituation  of  that  quar¬ 
ter  has  given  perhaps  encouragement  for  fuch  kind  of 
thoughts,  which  I  fhoidd  think  were  alfo  invitation  fufii- 
cient  to  draw  thither  the  arms  of  fome  magnanimous 
prince,  befides  the  pure  novelty  of  the  defign,  and  the 
glory  of  making  a  defeent  and  conqueft,  where  no  mor¬ 
tals  of  our  known  world  had  ever  fet  foot  before.  Surely 
Jfhey  are  not  afraid  that  it  is  enchanted  ground,  or  that 
they  {hall  encounter  an  army  of  devils  at  their  firit  land¬ 
ing  ;  that  they  fhall  be  trepanned  into  hidden  fnares  of 
magic,  or  be  furprifed  by  fome  infernal  ambufh.  What 
fatal  timoroufnefs,  what  panic  fufpicion  is  it,  that  renders 
potentates  of  the  earth  thus  inglorioufly  prudent,  and 
wretchedly  cautious,  to  fpare  their  men,  their  {hips  and 
money,  when  fo  noble  an  undertaking  feems  to  challenge 
their  courage;  and  awaken  their  utmeft  refolution  to 
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combat  a  few  difficulties,  which  being  once  vanquilhed, 
eternal  honour  and  renown  follow  ? 

What  difcouragements,  lets,  and  obstacles,  did  not  the 
brave  Columbus  meet  with,  when  he  fought  the  affiifance 
of  feveral  princes  and  Hates  to  fet  him  out  to  fea,  that 
he  might  difcover  the  then  unknown  weftern  world  ? 
How  coldly  was  this  project  entertained  at  Genoa,  his 
own  native  country,  and  at  lafl,  after  long  waiting,  ut¬ 
terly  rejected  ?  No  better  reception  found  he  in  the  court 
of  England,  though  a  nation  claiming  the  firft  rank 
among  the  feafaring  people.  What  fatigues  did  he  not 
undergo,  in  travelling  up  and  down,  by  fea  and  land, 
from  one  kingdom  and  country  to  another  ?  Neither  reli¬ 
ed  he  till  he  had  accompliflred  his  defire,  and  procured 
veffels,  men,  and  money,  from  the  King  of  Spain,  to 
carry  on  his  enterprife. 

Yet  he  had  no  other  ground  to  believe  there  was  any 
unknown  continent  beyond  the  Atlantic  Sea,  fave  his 
own  conjecture,  ftarted  from  the  obfervations  he  had  made 
on  the  courfe  of  the  fun,  and  the  inequality  of  the  known 
part  of  the  earth  compared  with  the  vaft  body  of  waters 
which  muft  be  fuppofed  neceffary  to  make  up  an  entire 
globe,  if  there  were  not  fome  unknown  land  extant  to 
fupply  their  room,  and  prevent  a  vacuum  in  nature  ;  for 
he  confidered,  that  though  this  unequal  balancing  of  the 
globe  might  pals  m after  in  the  fchool  of  natural  philofo- 
phy,  yet  it  could  not  anfwerthe  ftridl  fcrutiny  of  the  ma¬ 
thematics,  but  that  there  mull  be  an  even  counterpoife  of 
earth  and  water  to  keep  this  ball  fall  in  its  vortex,  and 
regular  in  its  circulation  ;  fo  that  this  great  man  built  all 
his  well-pitched  and  happy  defign  upon  a  bare  geometri¬ 
cal  fpeculation,  whereas  there  is  evident  matter  of  fad! , 
the  teffimony  of  many  authentic  ,eye-witneffes  to  prove 
that  there  is  fuch  a  land  as  what  I  have  been  fpeaking 
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or ;  and  all  £hat  ever  pafs  the  Magellanic  Straits  mult 
have  feen  it  if  they  were  not  blind. 

I  counfel  thee,  therefore,  mighty  baffa,  to  reprefent 
thefe  things  effe&ually  to  the  Grand  Signior  ;  it  will  be 
no  difgrace  if  he  hearken  not  to  thy  propofals ;  (how  him 
the  eafmefs  of  the  undertaking,  if  a  finall  fleet  be  fitted 
up,  and  fent  by  way  of  the  Red  Sea,  to  make  difcove- 
ries  toward  the  fouth  ;  let  them  be  well  manned  and  vic¬ 
tualled,  provided  alfo  with  all  forts  of  arms  and  ammuni¬ 
tion,  in  order  to  a  defcent,  with  materials  and  infiruments 
to  raife  a  fortrefs,  if  there  be  occafion.  It  is  a  thoufand 
to  one  if  the  inhabitants  of  thofe  unknown  regions  have 
ever  found  out  the  ufe  of  guns,  which  will  be  a  prodigi¬ 
ous  advantage  on  our  fide  ;  the  very  thunder  of  the 
muffulman  artillery  will  terrify  them  into  obedience;  they 
will  either  furrender  as  to  gods,  or  fly  as  from  devils, 
leaving  all  the  maritime  coafts  to  the  invaders  poflfeffion, 
where  colonies  of  true  believers  may  be  foon  planted  and 
eftabliflied,  to  the  glory  of  God  and  his  prophet,  and  the 
eternal  exaltation  of  the  Ottoman  empire. 

Great  commander  of  the  marine,  I  defire  thee  to  par¬ 
don  the  liberty  I  take  in  this  difcourfe,  and  to  efteem  what 
I  have  faid  only  as  the  humble  fuggeftions  of  an  honelt 
flave,  who  is  zealous  for  his  mailer’s  honour,  the  glory 
of  the  Ottoman  houfe,  and  the  general  good  of  mankind, 

Paris,  1.5th  of  the  6th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1677. 


XIII. — To  Dgnet  Oglou. 

I  am  convinced  by  long  and  manifold  experience,  that 
God  and  the  world,  and  every  thing,  appear  to  man  in 
what  figure  he  pleafes  ;  we  may  make  our  own  optics, 
though  the  generality  of  men  take  up  with  thofe  which 
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ate  prepared  for  them  by  their  fathers  and  tut&rs  ;  we 
ufe  the  prejudices  and  prepoffefiions  of  education,  as  the 
Spaniards  wear  their  fpe&acles  even  at  dinner-time  for 
fafnion  fake,  young,  and  old,  that  they  may  appear  grave 
and  regular  ;  we  adhere  to  the  opinions  we  received  in 
our  infancy,  with  a  partial  fciffnefs  and  pride,  that  we 
may  not  feem  to  call  in  queftion  the  wifdom  of  our  an- 
ceftors,  or  appear  wavering  or  inconftant  ourfelves.  So 
the  Chrillian  gallants  fvvallow  down  whole  dozens  of  ve¬ 
nomous  oyfters  without  faying  grace,  only  becaufe  it  is 
the  mode,  though  they  will  not  venture  on  a  cruft  of 
wholefome  bread  without  conjuring  a  bleffing  on  it,  by 
making  the  fign  of  the  crofs,  and  fquinting  two  or  three 
magical  glances  at  heaven,  feconded  by  hocus  pocus  whif- 
pers  to  complete  the  charm. 

But  let  thou  and  I  be  more  rational  in  our  principles 
and  practice.  There  is  no  God  that  will  be  bantered  with 
vain  mummery,  or,  by  mufic,  be  melodioufly  wheedled  out 
of  his  eternal  reafon  ;  no  incenfe  can  be  of  proof  to  nofe 
the  fenfe  of  the  Omnifcient,  nor  the  moft  elegant  words 
delude  him,  who  is  perfect  in  knowledge ;  he  takes  no 
delight  in  the  pompous  addrefles  of  the  great,  nor  is  he 
to  be  moved  by  the  multitude  of  folemn  ceremonies  ;  all 
that  he  requires  of  man  is  a  heart  conform  to  the  divine 
will,  and  aftions  void  of  offence. 

But  the  lawgivers  and  governors  of  nations  obferving 
that  there  was  a  certain  religious  fear  and  reverence  of 
fome  divine  power  as  it  were  planted  in  the  natures  of  all 
men,  and  confidering  .that  this  might  be  improved,  with 
good  management,  to  the  advantage  and  intereft  of  the 
commonwealth,  they  invented  fet  forms  of  discipline,  and 
exterior  offices  of  worfhip,  which  they  termed  holy  rites 
and  myfteries  ;  thefe  they  fortified  with  fevere  laws  and 
fanCtions,  inflicting  grievous  penalties  on  the  contemners 


&6 


LETTERS  WRITTEN  BY 


Vol.  VIII. 

cf  the  public  fervice  performed  to  the  gods  ;  fo  Hermes 
Trifmegiftus  firft  taught  the  Egyptians  ;  Meliffus,  the 
fofter-father  cf  Jupiter,  inftructed  the  inhabitants  of  Crete; 
Faunus  and  Janus  the  Latins  ;  Numa  Pompilius  the  Ro¬ 
mans  ;  Orpheus  the  Grecians ;  or,  as  fome  fay,  Cadmus 
the  fon  of  Agenor,  firft  inftrufted  that  nation  in  the  fo- 
-  lemnities  which  were  counted  divine,  and  which  he  him- 
felf  learned  in  Phoenicia ;  he  inftituted  the  confecration 
of  images  and  ftatues,  the  burning  of  incenfe,  the  build¬ 
ing  of  temples  and  altars,  with  the  hymns,  facrifices,  and 
other  magnificent  rites  by  which  they  honoured  the  pow¬ 
ers  above. 

Now  that  all  this  religious  pageantry  was  eftabliftied 
only  for  the  ends  of  policy  and  ftate,  is  evident  from 
lienee,  that  the  chief  magiftrates  took  the  liberty  of  mak¬ 
ing  what  gods  they  pleafed,  and  of  iucreafmg  or  diminiih- 
ing  their  number  at  diferetion  ;  fo  that  in  procefs  of  time 
there  were  reckoned  no  lefs  than  thirty  theufand  gods 
in  the  Roman  catalogue,  though  at  firft  their  kalender 
could  fhow  but  five-and-twenty  divinities;  but  when  once 
they  had  found  out  a  way  to  diftinguifti  thefe  divinities  into 
feveral  claftes  or  ranks,  terming  fome  gods  of  the  greater 
nations,  others  of  the  leffer,  having  alfo  their  tutelar  ge¬ 
nii,  their  demi-gods,  their  rural  and  houfehold  gods,  &c. 
there  was  no  limiting  the  crafty  devices  of  the  priefts  and 
vulers*in  impofing,  or  the  fuperftition  of  the  credulous 
people  in  believing  and  adoring  an  infinite  rabble  of  new, 
young,  and  unheard-of  divinities. 

They  took  alfo  the  fame  freedom  to  change  and  alter 
the  eftablifhed  rites  and  ceremonies,  fometimes  abolifhing 
the  old  and  primitive  inftitutions,  and  fuperinducing  new 
ones  in  their  ftead,  or  at  leaft  adding  to  the  heap  of  in- 
fignificant  ceremonies  in  every  age  fome  myfterious  no¬ 
velty  which  might  pleafe  the  people,  and  fallen  them  io 
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a  devouter  obedience  and  veneration  of  their  pious  guides 
and  leaders. 

Hence  fprung  the  dedication  of  temples,  fanes,  cha¬ 
pels,  oratories,  and  certain  days  in  the  year,  to  the  fer- 
vice  of  particular  gods  ;  hence  arofe  the  invention  and 
ufe  of  fo  many  forts  of  veffels  of  filver  and  gold,  and  o- 
ther  materials  in  their  facriiices  ;  of  lights,  flowers,  and 
perfumes  ;  of  mulic,  piftures,  and  other  decorations;  be- 
lides  the  rich  and  majeftic  veftments  of  the  priefls,  their 
grave  and  compofed  carriage,  looks,  and  geftures ;  all 
deligned  purely  to  catch  the  rude  and  unpoliihed  multi¬ 
tude  in  the  fnares  of  prieftcraft,  to  ftrike  their  unwary 
minds  with  an  awe  and  profound  attach  for  religion,  that 
fo  being  once  made  thus  flexible,  they  might  warp  them 
to  what  bent  they  pleafed,  and  for  ever  lead  them  in  a 
blind  implicit  admiration  of  they  know  not  what. 

It  is  certain  that  religion  has  this  effcdl  on  the  vulgar, 
to  make  them  more  obedient  to  their  governors,  juft  to 
one  another,  and  zealous  for  the  public  welfare ;  1  mean 
the  religion  allowed  by  the  ftate  ;  for  where  the  fubjedls 
dare  to  make  innovations  and  fchifms,  to  fet  up  new  fedts 
and  paities,  the  greater  zeal  each  fadlion  has  for  their 
own  way  of  worfhip,  the  more  cruel  and  tragical  difor- 
ders  are  generally  committed  ;  fo  fatal  a  thing  it  is  to  be 
opinionative  in  religion,  to  invade  the  prieft’s  preroga¬ 
tive,  and  to  dilburb  the  quiet  ftream  of  traditions  run¬ 
ning  in  the  channel  of  public  faith  from  one  generation 
to  another. 

My  dear  Dgnet,  let  thou  and  I  ftiun  the  devout  fuper- 
ftition  of  bigots,  and  the  wanton  profanenefs  of  liber¬ 
tines  and  athiefts,  adoring  one  God  with  fincere  faith, 
and  a  veafon  void  of  error  ;  let  us  alfo  keep  our  lives  free 
from  all  injuftice  and  vice,  which  will  be  of  more  com- 
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fort  tc  us  tlian  it  we  had  facrificed  every  day  a  thcufand 
bulls. 

Paris,  15th -of  the  9th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1677. 


XIV.—  Tj  Kerker  Hassan,  Brjfa. 

Th  e  fubjecf  of  mofc  men’s  difcourfe  at  prefent  in  this 
city  is  the  taking  of  Fribourg  by  the  French  :  This  is  a 
city  of  Germany,  whereof  I  made  frequent  mention  in 
my  letters  when  I  firit  came  to  Paris  ;  it  is  fituated  on  a 
certain  height  near  a  fmall  river,  and  is  encompaffed  with 
two  walls,  ftrengthened  alfo  by  a  citadel,  four  bullions, 
and  other  fortifications  ;  the  emperor  has  likewife  aftrong 
rarnfon  in  it. 

O 

On  the  10th  of  this  moon,  the  Marefchal  de  Crequi 
befietred  it,  and  preffed  it  with  fuch  vigorous  affaults  and 
continual  batteries,  that  the  governor  found  himfelf  o- 
bliged  to  furrender  it  on  the  17th,  when  the  marefchal 
took  pofieffion  of  it  in  the  name  of  the  French  king. 

The  imperialifts  cannot  boaft  of  equal  fuccefs  when 
they  befiege  towns  or  fortreffes  in  the  hands  of  the 
French  ;  for  not  long  before  this  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
general  of  the  confederate  armies  in  Flanders,  undertook 
the  fiege  of  Gharleroy,  a  place  of  ftrength  in  thofe  parts ; 
but  the  want  of  provifions,  together  with  the  flout  re¬ 
finance  of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  Duke  of  Luxem- 
burgh’s  approach  with  the  French  army,  forced  him  to 
decamp  and  retire. 

The  Duke  of  Luxemburgh  is  a  valiant  and  fage  gene¬ 
ral,  in  high  efteem  with  the  Fiench  ;  but  his  enemies  fay 
he  is  a  magician,  and  deals  with  the  devil,  becaufe  of  the 
good  fuccefs  which  generally  crowns  his  enterprifes  ;  fo 
impoffible  it  is  for  a  man  of  extraordinary  virtues  and  he- 
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roic  endowments  to  efcape  without  envy  and  fcandalous 
afperiions.  It  is  as  natural  for  the  vulgar  to  inveigh  a- 
gainft  generous  fouls,  as  it  is  for  dogs  to  hark  at  the 
moon  ;  yet  that  planet  appears  impaffable,  and  not  being 
moved  at  the  fnarls  of  invidious  animals,  keeps  on  her 
heavenly  courfe  in  majeity  and  fdence  :  So  do  fouls,  that 
are  truly  noble,  contemn  the  cenfures  of  the  inferior  part 
of  men,  and  never  ftop  till  they  arrive  at  the  meridian  and 
zenith  or  perfection. 

Molt  ferene  and  illuftrious  Arab,  thou  art  a  lively  ex¬ 
ample  of  this,  and  I  dare  fay  no  more  left  I  offend  thy 
mojlefty.  May  perpetual  benediction  and  glory  crown 
thy  years  that  are  yet  to  come. 

Paris,  29th  of  tire  nth  Moon,  of  the  Year  1697. 


BOOK  III. 

LETTER  I. — To  the  Wifejl  of  the  Wife,  the  Mofl  Ve¬ 
rier  all  e  Mufti. 

I  obey  thy  commands  without  the  leaft  demur  ;  and 
now  proceed  to  write  of  the  Macedonian  empire.  I  re¬ 
member  a  difpatch  of  mine  to  thy  venerable  predeceffor, 
of  facred  memory,  wherein  I  touched  upon  fome  paffage* 
of  the  life  of  that  heroic  and  magnanimous  oropbet  A- 
lexander  the  Great  ;  but  now  I  will  inform  thee  more  at 
large  concerning  his  birth,  education,  and  renowned  per¬ 
formances. 

Alexander,  as  the  Greeks  and  Latins  call  him,  with 
all  the  nations  of  the  Weft,  or  fcander,  Afcander,  and 
Zu'karneck,  according  to  the  ftyle  of  the  Arabians,  Per- 
ftans,  Indians,  Tartars,  and  other  people  of  the  Eafl,  was 
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born  in  the  106th  olympiad,  398  years  after  the  building 
of  Rome,  and  in  the  year  of  the  world  3628,  on  the  6th 
day  of  the  moon  Loo,  or  Hecatombason,  according  to 
the  ftile  of  the  Grecians  ;  the  fame  night  was  the  temple 
of  Diana  at  Ephefus  fet  on  fire  ;  and  on  the  fame  day 
two  eagles  came  and  perched  on  the  top  of  his  father’s 
houfe,  where  they  fat  all  the  day,  which  was  taken  as  an 
omen  of  the  double  empire  he  was  to  have  over  Europe 
and  Afia. 

Philip  King  of  Macedon,  and  hufband  to  Olympias, 
was  the  reputed  father  of  Alexander,  as  fhe  was  his  known 
mother ;  but  fome  hiftorians  fay  that  a  certain  magician 
called  Necxanebus,  by  his  enchantments,  difguifing  him- 
felf  in  the  form  of  Jupiter  Ammon,  lay  with  Olympias, 
and  begot  Alexander ;  others  affirm  that  Olympias  her- 
felf  confeffed  to  Philip  that  Alexander  was  not  his  fon, 
but  that  fhe  had  conceived  him  of  a  prodigious  great  fer- 
pent  ;  whence  it  came  to  pafs  that  Philip  himfelf,  a  little 
before  his  death,  openly  declared  that  Alexander  was  not 
his  fon  ;  and  for  the  fame  reafon  he  divorced  Olympias 
as  an  adulterefs  by  her  own  confeffion. 

Thcfe  reports  were  fo  common  at  that  time,  that  Alex¬ 
ander  afterwards  hearing  the  flory  of  his  fuppofed  ferpen- 
tine  genealogy,  and  that  other  of  Nedfanebus  in  the  maf- 
querade  of  a  god,  when  he  marched  through  Egypt  took 
advantage  of  the  latter  to  impofe  upon  the  credulity  and 
fuperfirition  of  his  foldiers  ;  for  being  to  pafs  by  the  tem¬ 
ple  of  Jupiter  Ammon,  he  made  a  halt  to  vifit  the  ora¬ 
cle  ;  but  he  had  privately  fent  before  fome  of  his  trufty 
friends  to  acquaint  the  priefts  with  his  defign,  and  to  tell 
them  what  manner  of  words  and  addrefs  they  fhould  ufe 
to  him  as  he  entered  the  temple,  in  the  hearing  of  his  fol¬ 
lowers. 

Having  thus  prepared  thofe  holy  cheats,  he  with  much 
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ceremony  and  feeming  devotion  made  his  approaches  to 
the  temple  :  As  foon  as  he  fet  his  foot  within,  the  por¬ 
tico,  the  feniors  of  the  priefts  met  him  in  their  pontifical 
robes,  with  cenfers  in  their  hands,  and  thus  faluted  him, 
“  All  hail,  fon  of  Jupiter  Ammon.”  Alexander  being 
pleated  at  this,  afleed  them  farther,  “  If  all  his  father’s 
murderers  were  punilhed,  or  if  any  yet  furvived  ?”  To 
which  it  was  anfwered,  “  O  fon  of  the  immortal  gods  ! 
thy  father  cannot  be  murdered,  or  die  ;  as  for  King 
Philip,  his  blood  is  fully  revenged  on  them  that  had  a 
hand  in  (hedding  it.”  Then  he  added  another  queflion 
concerning  his  future  fuccefs  ;  to  which  the  oracle  re¬ 
plied,  “  The  vitlory  (hall  be  thine  in  all  battles ;  thou 
(halt  become  lord  of  all  the  Eaft.”  The  fame  mouth  al¬ 
io  gave  in  charge  to  the  retinue  of  Alexander,  “  That 
they  (hould  adore  him  not  as  a  king,  but  as  a  god.”  Re¬ 
turning  from  thence,  he  built  Alexandria,  calling  it  after 
his  own  name. 

I  have  not  obferved  a  due  method  in  relating  this  (lory 
fo  foon,  whilil  I  was  but  reprefenting  the  new-born  htro 
in  his  cradle  ;  but  I  did  it  to  convince  thee,  that  the  va¬ 
rious  opinions  concerning  Alexander’s  father  are  not  the 
fidlions  of  wanton  writers,  but  fuch  as  employed  the  care 
and  diligence  of  Alexander  himfelf  to  improve  them  to 
his  own  interell  and  his  mother’s  honour  ;  for  it  was  ac¬ 
counted  a  glorious  thing  to  be  impregnate  by  a  god. 

To  return  therefore  to  the  infant  prophet,  he  grew 
apace,  and  difeovered  early  figns  of  a  prodigious  wit  and 
courage  ;  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  he  was  committed 
to  the  care  and  tutelage  of  Ariftotle,  under  whom  he 
ftudied  the  fciences  five  years  ;  and  then  his  father  Philip 
being  murdered,  he  fucceeded  in  the  throne.  The  fame 
year  alfo,  Darius  Codomannus  obtained  the  empire  of 
Perfia  ;  againft  whom  Alexander,  with  the  common  con- 
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lent  of  aim  oft  all  Greece,  prepared  to  go  with  a  well  dif- 
ciplined  army,  that  he  might  carry  on  the  war  which  his 
father  had  begun  ;  only  the  Lacedemonians,  Thebans, 
and  Athenians  thwarted  his  delign,  being  corrupted  by 
Demofthemes  the  orator,  who  for  that  purpofe  had  re¬ 
ceived  vaft  fums  of  gold  from  Darias ;  but  Alexander 
foon  reduced  thefe  factious  ftates  and  kingdoms  to  their 
duty,  utterly  deftroying  the  city  of  Thebes,  with  the 
daughter  of  9;, goo  of  the  citizens,  befides  30,000  cap¬ 
tives.  This  was  executed  on  the  13th  of  the  moon  Boe- 
dromion,  in  the  2d  year  of  the  mth  olympiad  ;  he  on¬ 
ly  fpared  the  holt  cf  Philip  his  father,  when  he  was  left 
as  a  pledge  in  that  city,  whole  houfe  was  left  untouched, 
as  alfo  that  of  Pindar’s  pofterity. 

From  thence  paffing  the  Hellefpont,  he  marched  into 
Afia,  in  the  year  of  the  world  3650,  and  in  the  third 
year  of  his  reign.  He  had  in  his  army  30,000  fooc  and 
4500  horfe.  As  foon  as  he  fet  foot  on  the  ground  of 
Afia,  he  made  the  royal  corban  and  vows  for  victory  ; 
then  he  darted  a  javelin  into  the  earth,  in  token  of  de¬ 
fiance  ;  after  which,  when  he  came  to  Troy,  he  perform¬ 
ed  certain  holy  rites  and  myftcries  at  the  tombs  of  de¬ 
funct  heroes,  who  fell  in  the  Trojan  war.  When  thefe 
ceremonies  were  accomplished,  he  marched  diredlly  againft 
the  Perfians,  who  were  in  number  6co,eoo  fighting  men. 
I  will  not  tire  thee  with  all  the  particularities  that  hap¬ 
pened  in  their  march  ;  fuiftce  it  to  fay,  that  Amxander 
with  his  handful  of  Macedonians,  a*ter  many  victories 
obtained  of  the  Pe.fians,  at  length  quite  louted  the  army 
of  Darius,  and  took  polTcflion  of  that  once  formidable 
empire. 

But  there  are  fome  remarkable  paflhges  i  1  this  expe¬ 
dition  which  deferve  to  be  remembered  ;  as  his  wonder¬ 
ful  continence  and  humanity  toward  the  mother,  wiie, 
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and  daughter  of  Darius,  whom -he  entertained  in  his  camp 
after  they  fell  into  his  hands,  rather  as  the  kindred  of 
fome  beloved  friend,  than  of  a  profeffed  enemy.  The 
ftory  alfo  of  his  looling  the  Gordian  knot  is  not  unwor¬ 
thy  thy  knowledge. 

It  feerns  in  former  times  one  Gordias,  as  he  ploughed 
the  fields,  was  furrounded  with  a  flight  of  birds  of  all 
kinds.  Being  troubled  at  this,  he  left  his  work  and 
haded  to  the  next  city,  there  to  inquire  of  the  augurs 
what  the  meaning  of  this  fhould  be  :  As  he  entered  the 
gate  of  the  city,  he  met  a  virgin  of  incomparable  beauty, 
of  whom  he  allied,  “  Where  he  might  find  the  mod  fkil- 
ful  fage,  with  whom  he  might  confult  about  a  matter  of 
fome  importance  ?”  Then  he  told  the  inqnifitive  damfel 
what  had  happened  to  him  in  the  field ;  as  foon  as  fhe 
heard  this,  being  well  verfed  in  thefe  myfterious  and  pro¬ 
phetic  fciences,  fhe  told  him,  “  That  he  fhould  be  made 
a  king  and  to  confirm  him  in  the  belief  of  what  fhe 
faid,  fhe  promifed  to  become  his  wife,  that  fo  fhe  might 
be  partner  of  his  future  happinefs.  In  a  word,  they  wrere 
married,  and  foon  after  there  arofe  a  flrife  among  the 
Phrygians,  which  was  like  to  prove  of  dangerous  con- 
fequence  ;  therefore  the  people  confulted  .the  oracle, 
“  What  was  to  be  done  in  this  cafe,  to  prevent  the  pub¬ 
lic  defolation  ?”  It  was  anfwered,  “  That  the  only  re¬ 
medy  for  thefe  difeords  was  to  choofe  them  a  king.” 
And  when  they  aflced,  “  What  perfon  they  fhould  choofe 
to  this  dignity  ?”  It  was  anfwered  again,  “  That  they 
fhould  ele£l  that  man  for  their  king,  whom  they  firft  met 
with  a  waggon,  as  they  went  thence  to  the  temple  of 
Jupiter.”  Gordius  proved  the  man,  and  they  obeyed 
the  oracle,  faluting  him  as  their  fovereign.  Gordius,  as 
a  memorial  of  this  event,  fet  up  his  wain  in  the  temple 
of  Jupiter,  confecrating  it  to  the  royal  majefly. 
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After  him  his  fon  Midas  reigned,  who  filled  Phrygia 
with  religious  obfervations ;  whence  arofe  the  common 
oracle,  **  That  whofoever  fhould  loofe  the  knot  of  the 
thongs  in  the  waggon  of  Gordius,  fhould  obtain  the  em¬ 
pire  of  all  Afia.” 

Alexander  hearing  this,  and  being  fpurred  on  by  am¬ 
bition,  befieges  Gordia,  and  having  taken  the  city,  makes 
hafte  to  the  temple  of  Jupiter,  where  he  underftood  the 
waggon  was  laid  up  ;  as  foon  as  he  faw  it,  he  tried  to 
find  out  the  ends  of  the  thongs,  that  fo  he  might  loofe 
the  knot ;  but  perceiving  that  it  was  impoffible  to  come 
at  them  without  ufing  violence,  he  interpreted  the  oracle 
in  the  fenfe  of  a  foldier,  and  cut  the  uttermoft  foldings 
of  the  knot  with  his  fword  ;  upon  which  all  the  ends  of 
the  thongs  appeared,  and  fo  he  eafily  performed  the  fatal 
taflc. 

Yet  this  heroic  prophet,  as  he  had  great  virtues,  fo 
had  he  no  Iefs  vices ;  he  was  very  cruel  to  his  neareft  re¬ 
lations  and  friends,  killing  Caranus,  his  brother  by  a 
ftepmother,  Clytus,  his  old  dear  friend,  Parmenio,  Phi- 
lotas,  Amyntas,  Attalus,  Eurylochus,  Paufanias,  and 
many  other  Macedonian  princes,  fome  of  which  were  cf 
his  own  blood  ;  add  to  this,  his  barbarous  ufage  of  Ca- 
lifthenes  the  philofopher,  who  was  brought  up  with  him 
under  Ariftotle.  This  poor  unfortunate  man,  refufing  to 
flatter  the  king’s  pride  in  calling  him  a  god,  fo  difgufled 
Alexander,  that  feigning  himfelf  very  angry’,  he  charged 
him  with  being  acceffary  to  the  plots  and  confpiracics 
that  were  formed  againft  him  ;  then  he  caufed  all  his 
limbs  to  be  mangled  and  chopped  after  an  inhuman  fa- 
fhion  ;  he  commanded  alfo  his  ears,  nofe,  and  lips  to  be 
cut  off,  which  not  only  gave  the  poor  wretch  infinite  tor¬ 
ment,  but  alfo  rendered  him  a  moft  deformed  and  mifer- 
able  fpeftacle  to  others ;  and,  to  complete  his  revenge, 
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he  caufed  him  in  this  doleful  plight  to  be  {hut  up  in  a 
cage  with  a  dog,  and  fo  to  be  carried  about  to  the  tenor 
of  others. 

Then  Lyiimachus,  one  of  Alexander’s  generals,  and  a 
difciple  of  Calidhenes,  taking  pity  on  fo  great  a  fage, 
who  differed  all  this  barbarous  ufage,  not  for  any  real 
crime  that  he  had  committed,  but  only  for  ufing  that 
freedom  in  his  words  and  adtions  which  becomes  a  philo- 
fopher,  gave  him  poifon,  to  rid  him  at  once  of  fo  many- 
horrid  calamities. 

But  Alexander  took  this  fo  heinoufly,  that  he  com¬ 
manded  Lyfrmachus  to  be  thrown  to  a  very  fierce  lion  ; 
as  foon  as  the  furious  bead  faw  him,  he  roared  and  paw¬ 
ed  the  ground  for  joy,  and  ran  upon  him  with  an  impe¬ 
tuous  force ;  but  Lyfimachus  not  lofing  his  courage, 
wrapped  his  hand  in  his  mantle,  and  thrud  it  down  the 
lion’s  throat,  where  laying  faft  hold  of  his  tongue,  he 
pulled  it  out  by  the  roots,  and  left  the  lion  for  dead. 

When  this  was  told  the  king,  he,  admiring  the  invin¬ 
cible  virtue  of  the  man,  not  only  forgave  him  this  of¬ 
fence,  but  had  him  in  higher  efteem  all  his  life  after¬ 
wards. 

We  mud  not  omit  that  memorable  a&ion  of  Alexan¬ 
der,  when  domaching  the  fur-render  of  Sidon  to  his  vic¬ 
torious  arms,  in  that  it  was  delivered  up  by  the  people 
againd  the  will  of  Strato  their  king,  the  conqueror  pro¬ 
nouncing  Strato  unworthy  of  the  crown,  bid  Hephedion 
place  him  on  the  throne  whom  the  Sidonians  fhould  ap¬ 
prove  as  Strato’s  fucceffor.  Hephedion,  willing  to  pre¬ 
fer  to  that  dignity  a  noble  young  Sidonian,  who  was  his 
favourite,  offered  him  the  crown  ;  but  the  generous  youth 
refufed  the  honour,  alleging  that  it  was  againd  the  laws 
of  his  country  for  any  man  to  reign  who  was  not  of  the 
royal  blood.  Hephedion  admiring  the  greatnefs  of  his 
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foul,  faid,  “  God  increafe  your  virtues  and  graces,  il- 
luftrlous  friend,  who  art  the  firll  that  ever  underltood 
how  much  more  magnanimous  it  is  to  defpife  than  to  ac¬ 
cept  a  crown.  Be  it  therefore  in  your  power  to  bellow 
the  kingdom  on  any  man  of  the  royal  blood  whom  you 
think  fit  for  fo  great  a  charge.”  Then  he  pitched  upon 
one  Abdolonymus,  a  poor  gardener  in  the  fuburbs  of 
Sidon,  who  was  of  the  race  of  the  Sidonian  kings,  but 
through  extreme  poverty  was  grown  obfcure,  and  forced 
to  take  up  that  employment  to  get  his  bread.  Hephe- 
ftion  approved  the  choice  ;  and  this  noble  youth,  with 
fome  of  his  friends,  immediately  went  with  the  royal 
robes  and  enfigns  of  majefly  to  look  out  Abdolonymus, 
whom  they  found  weeding  his  garden  in  a  very  dirty  fqua- 
lid  condition.  Saluting  him  therefore  king,  in  the  name 
of  Alexander  the  Great,  they  walhed  and  anointed  him 
wnth  precious  oils  of  the  Eaft,  and  having  put  on  the 
robes  of  fovereign  majefly,  they  conduced  him  to  the 
conqueror,  who,  among  other  difeourfes,  allied  him, 
“  How  he  was  able  fo  patiently  to  endure  that  extreme 
poverty  which  had  hitherto  been  his  lot  1”  To  which  he 
replied,  “  I  wilh  I  may  endure  the  burden  of  a  crown 
with  the  fame  eafe.  Thefe  hands  ferved  the  necefiities 
of  life,  and  my  wants  were  anfwerable  to  my  polfelTions, 
even  none  at  all.”  Alexander  perceiving  by  this  anfwer 
the  greatnefs  of  his  fpirit,  gave  him  all  the  royal  furni¬ 
ture  of  Strato,  with  much  of  the  Perfian  booty,  and 
added  all  the  countries  round  about  Sidon  to  his  govern¬ 
ment. 

Much  about  the  fame  time,  Alexander  going  to  Jeru- 
falem,  was  met  by  Jaddus  the  high  priefl  in  his  pontifical 
habit,  who  falling  at  the  conqueror’s  feet,  to  implore 
favour  and  mercy  for  his  city  and  people,  Alexander  railed 
him  up,  and  embracing  him  in  his  arms,  bid  him  “  fear 
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nothing,  for  that  God  had  appeared  to  him  in  Macedo¬ 
nia,  in  the  fame  figure  and  form  as  the  high  prieft  made, 
exhorting  him  to  carry  on  tiie  Perfian  war,  and  promifing 
him  certain  viftory.”  After  this,  the  high  pried  con¬ 
ducted  him  into  the  city  and  temple,  where  he  facrificsd 
and  made  corban  ;  he  alfo  gave  the  Tews  many  ample 
privileges. 

There  is  one  thing  more  in  the  life  of  Alexander, 
which,  becaufe  it  has  fomething  very  fingular  in  it,  I  will 
infert  in  this  difpatch. 

After  the  conqueft  of  Perfia,  as  Alexander  was  march¬ 
ing  forward,  that  he  might  extend  his  empire  through 
all  the  Eaft,  Thaleftris,  Queen  of  the  Amazons,  hearing 
of  his  fame,  took  a  journey  of  five-and-twenty  days, 
through  many  populous  nations,  attended  only  by  three 
hundred  women,  and  came  to  his  camp,  courting  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  his  bed  ;  for  fire  had  conceived  an  infatiable  de¬ 
fire  of  having  a  child  by  him,  whom  all  the  Eaft  pro¬ 
claimed  the  greateft  hero  in  the  world.  Alexander  grant¬ 
ed  her  requeft  ;  and  when  Ihe  had  enjoyed  his  company 
thirteen  days,  fire  departed  well  fatisfied  to  her  own  coun¬ 
try,  promifing,  that  if  Ihe  brought  forth  a  male,  lire 
would  fend  him  to  his  father,  according  to  the  manner 
of  the  Amazons,  but  if  a  female,  fire  would  keep  it  her- 
felf. 

From  hence  Alexander  marched  againft  Beffus,  who 
had  murdered  Darius,  and  caufed  himfelf  to  be  proclaim¬ 
ed  King  of  Perfia  by  the  name  of  Artaxerxes  ;  having 
overcome  him  and  punifhed  his  treafons,  he  proceeded 
and  fubdued  all  the  regions  running  along  the  foot  of 
Mount  Caucafus  ;  in  fine,  he  extended  his  conquefts  to 
the  utmoft  borders  of  India,  even  to  the  Oriental  Sea, 
where  he  took  flipping,  and  returned  to  Babylon,  partly 
by  fea,  and  partly  by  land.  An  aftrologer  of  great  re 
Vol  VIII.  E 
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putation  met  him  by  the  way,  and  diiTaaded  him  by  all 
the  arguments  he  could  ufe  from  entering  the  city,  allur¬ 
ing  him  that  place  would  be  fatal  to  his  perfon  ;  but 
though  Alexander  made  fome  demur  at  firlf,  and  feemed 
to  credit  the  words  of  the  fage,  yet  being  overruled  by 
the  counfel  of  Anaxarchus  the  philofopher,  he  entered 
Babylon,  where  he  died,  fome  fay  of  poifon,  others  af¬ 
firm  that  he  furfeited  himfelf  with  too  much  wine.  This 
was  in  the  thirty-third  year  of  his  life,  and  the  twelfth 
of  his  reign. 

There  was  a  deep  and  melancholy  lilence  throughout 
Babylon,  when  once  it  was  known  that  the  conqueror 
of  the  world  was  dead  ;  every  one  was  poke  fled  with 
various  thoughts  and  cares,  according  to  their  different 
actions  and  interefts  ;  the  Macedonians  inwardly  rejoiced, 
as  if  they  were  now  rid  of  fome  great  and  formidable 
enemy,  curfing  his  feverity  and  refllefs  temper,  which 
had  expofed  them  to  fo  many  toils  and  perils  of  war  ; 
befides,  the  princes  flattered  themfelves  with  a  profpecl 
of  enjoying  every  one  his  fhare  in  fo  vail  an  empire  ;  and 
the  private  foldiers  had  their  eyes  intently  fixed  on  the 
immenfe  treafures  of  gold  which  Alexander  left  behind 
him,  and  which  they  hoped  to  fhare  among  them ;  for 
there  were  at  that  time  fifty  thoufand  talents  in  bank,  1 
and  three  hundred  thoufand  coming  in  yearly  by  way  of 
tribute  and  cuftom. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  conquered  nations  would  not  at 
firfl  give  credit  to  the  report  of  thofe  who  carried  the 
news  of  Alexander’s  fate  ;  for  they  thought  he  mull 
needs  be  immortal,  whom  they  had  always  found  invin¬ 
cible  ;  but  when  couriers  upon  couriers  had  removed  their 
incredulity,  bringing  frefh  expreffes  from  Babylon,  they 
mourned  for  him,  not  with  bare  outward  ceremonies,  as 
for  an  enemy  that  had  fubdued  them,  but  with  real  for- 
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row,  as  for  a  father  that  had  protected  and  cherifhed 
them. 

More  efpecially  the  grief  of  Darius’s  mother  was  re- 
markaoie,  who,  though  (he  had  loft  eighty  of  her  bre- 
thren,  with  their  father,  all  cruelly  murdered  by  Ochus  ; 
though  (lie  had  loft  Darius,  the  only  furviving  of  feven 
fons,  and  was  herfelf  call  down  from  the  height  of  ma- 
jefty  to  the  abjed  ftate  of  a  captive,  yet  (lie  bore  all  with 
an  e\en  mind,  till  Alexander’s  death,  whofe  indulgence 
alone,  whilft  living,  had  fupported  her  under  Co  many 
grievous  calamities  ;  but  as  foon  as  he  had  forfaken  the 
earth,  fhe  grew  weary  of  tarrying  any  longer  on  it  too  ; 
not  that  die  efteemed  an  enemy  above  her  father,  bre¬ 
thren,  and  her  fon,  but  becaufe  die  had  experienced  in 
him,  w nom  die  dreaded  as  an  enemy,  the  goodnefs  and 
piety, ^  the  modefty  and  regard  of  all  thefe  relations. 

1  his  great  monarch  being  dead,  and  not  having  ap¬ 
pointed  a  fucceffor,  there  arofe  almoft  as  many  kings  a» 
there  were  governors  of  provinces,  and  leaders  in  the 
army  ;  hence  fprung  innumerable  confudons,  wars,  and 
diiorders,  in  the  empire  ;  there  were  tumults  and  infur- 
rcffions  in  Greece,  efpecially  at  Athens,  where  the  ci¬ 
tizens,  under  the  conduft  of  Leofthenes  their  captain,  in¬ 
vited  tne  reft  of  the  Grecians  to  affert  their  liberty  by- 
taking  arms  ;  nor  were  there  lefs.  ftirs  in  Afia  and  Egypt ; 
every  where  men’s  minds  were  unfettled,  and  defirous  of 
novelty.  Ptolemy  had  Egypt  for  his  diare  of  the  can- 
tornfed  empire ;  there  he  eftablifhed  himfelf  and  his  po- 
ftenty  by  the  name  of  kings;  Seleucus  took  pofl’effidn 
of  Babylon  and  Syria,  with  the  fame  title;  Caftander 
eigned  ovei  Macedon  and  Greece  ;  Antigonus  governed 
Alia,  and  Lyfimachus  Thrace  ;  but  Antigonus  foon  loft 
us  empire,  being  overcome  and  killed  in  a  battle  by  Pto- 
emy  and  his  tfonfederates  ;  fo  did  the  reft  either  in  their 
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own  perfons,  or  in  their  poflerity,  yield  to  the  prevailing 
fortune  of  their  enemies,  till  at  length  all  thefe  {battered 
remains  of  the  Macedonian  empire  became  provinces  of 
the  Roman  ;  of  which  I  will  fay  fomething  in  my  next. 

In  the  mean  while,  I  triumph  to  think  that  the  Otto¬ 
man  empire  is  now  become  more  formidable,  large,  and 
victorious,  than  all  that  went  before  it.  May  God  in- 
creafe  the  felicities  and  honours  of  true  believers,  till  the 
day  of  the  final  metamorphefis. 

Paris,  i ath  of  the  4th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1678. 


II. — To  Musu  Abu’l,  YahyAN,  ProfeJpjr  of  Philofophy 

at  Fez. 

X  received  thy  venerable  difpatch  with  great  fatisfac- 
tion,  and  am  glad  to  find  thou  art  fo  far  from  being  tired 
with  what  I  have  already  faid  concerning  Constantinople, 
that  thou  challenged:  me  with  a  promife  I  formerly  made 
thee,  of  giving  thee  a  farther  account  of  what  I  have 
obferved  there  moll  remarkable. 

In  deferibing  this  imperial  city,  I  have  imitated  the 
painters,  who,  when  they  would  draw  a  beauty  to  the 
life,  do  not  go  arithmetically  to  work,  or  obferve  any 
order  in  their  rough  draughts  ;  but  following  the  con- 
duft  of  a  wild  and  flmng  fancy,  they  dafh  their  pencil 
here  and  there,  as  that  volatile  faculty  infpires  them,  re¬ 
garding  only  the  fymmetry  of.  the  picture,  without  pre¬ 
ferring  one  part  to  another,  or  being  curious  in  delineat¬ 
ing  every  little  Angularity  :  So  I,  in  pourtraying  this 
queen  of  cities,  this  fuperlative  beauty  of  the  whole 
earth,  draw  my  flrokes  at  random,  not  defigning  to  pre- 
fent  thee  with  an  anatomy-lecture  over  her,  or  to  unveil 
all  her  interior  lecrets,  but  only  to  give  thee  a  tranfient 
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view  of  thofe  parts  which  appear  tnoft  eminent,  and  at¬ 
tract  the  eyes  of  all  travellers  ;  and  this  I  do  not  perform 
all  at  once,  (it  were  too  great  a  talk)  but  even  like  them, 
by  fits  and  Harts,  as  I  find  my  opportunities. 

I  have  hitherto  prefented  thee  with  a  profpedl  of  very 
magnificent  and  curious  objects,  as  temples,  mofques,  a- 
quedu&s,  columns,  obeiiiks,  bazars,  &c.  ;  now  prepare 
thine  eyes  for  an  entertainment  of  another  nature  :  I  will 
firow  thee  thing*,  though  perhaps  not  fo  i.luftrious  to 
outward  appearance,  or  ftrutting  with  royal  grandeur, 
yet  fufficiently  great  and  fplendid,  to  perpetuate  the  me¬ 
mory  of  the  founders,  and  to  convey  their  fame  to  all 
generations ;  things  alfo  of  public  ufe  and  fervice,  dc- 
figns  of  charity,  policy,  and  generous  wifdom,  under¬ 
takings  of  a  noble  and  heroic  character,  as  thou  wilt  per¬ 
ceive  by  the  following  account. 

No  traveller  can  furvey  the  ftreets  of  Conflantinoplc, 
and  not  have  his  eyes  arreited  here  and  there  by  mofi  ca¬ 
pacious  and  ample  caravanferas,  where  all  difireffed  foreign¬ 
ers,  and  fuch  as  are  deftitute  of  a  more  convenient  lodg¬ 
ing,  may  in  any  of  thefe  find  a  Ihelter  and  fandluary  from 
the  injuries  of  open  air,  from  night  robbers,  and  other 
inconveniencies ;  thefe  caravanferas  are  in  number  three 
hundred  and  tnree,  built  at  the  expences  of  Ottoman 
princes  and  bafTas. 

There  are  alfo  in  this  city  ninety  hofpitals,  where  the 
poor  are  nourifhed,  and  the  fick  attended  with  extraordi¬ 
nary  piety  and  care. 

Befides  all  thefe,  there  are  five  colleges  where  the 
fciences  are  publicly  profeffed  and  taught,  and  where  a 
certain  number  of  young  men  are  educated  and  main¬ 
tained  at  the  Grand  Signior’s  coft,  being  conflant  ftipen- 
diaries  to  the  fultan.  There  are  many  fuch  colleges  fcat- 
tered  up  and  down  Caramania,  Natolia,  and  throughout 
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Greece,  and  the  Leffer  Alia  ;  fo  that  the  number  of  Un¬ 
dents,  in  thefe  countries,  is  computed  to  be  above  nine 
thoufand,  not  reckoning  thofe  in  Arabia,  Syria,  and  E- 
gypt,  where  flouriih  innumerable  Seminaries  of  divine  and 
human  wifdom. 

But  to  return  to  Couflantinople  the  next  thing  worthy 
of  obfervation  is  the  ferayan,  or  houfe  of  equipages, 
where  are  made  all  forts  of  trappings  for  horfes,  efpecial- 
ly  faddles  of  imm'enfe  coll,  and  admirable  workmanfhip  ; 
this  place  is  alfo  environed  with  high  walls,  and  fhut  in 
with  ftrong  gates ;  there  cannot  be  a  more  agreeable 
light  to  fuch  as  take  pleafure  in  horfes  and  riding,  than 
to  fee  four  thoufand  men  here  daily  at  work  in  their 
/hops,  each  ftriving  to  excel  the  reft  in  the  curiofity  of 
his  artifice  :  You  Shall  fee  one  bufy  in  fpangling  a  fad- 
dle  with  great  oriental  pearls,  and  unions  intermixed,  for 
fome  Arabian  hotfe,  belonging  perhaps  to  the  Vifier 
Azem  ;  another  fitting  a  curb,  or  bit  of  the  pureft  gold 
to  a  bridle  of  moft  precious  Ruffian  leather  ;  fome  a- 
dorn  their  trappings  with  choice  Phrygian  work,  others 
with  diamonds,  rubies,  and  the  moft  coftly  jewels  of  the 
Eaft  ;  in  a  word,  there  is  fo  illuftrious  a  variety  of  thefe 
accoutrements,  that  the  eye  is  aftonifhed  at  the  fight  of 
them,  and  I  have  heard  many  travellers  acknowledge, 
that  the  like  is  not  to  be  feen  in  any  city  of  the  world 
befide  Conftantinople.  I  know  not  what  may  be  in  your 
cities  of  Morocco  and  Fez,  in  regard  the  Moors  are 
great  cavaliers. 

There  are,  moreover,  two  other  palaces  in  the  city, 
encompafied  with  peculiar  walls ;  in  thefe  the  janizaries 
are  pofted,  who  are  the  Guards  du  Corps  to  the  Grand 
Signior  ;  they  are  under  the  command  of  decurions 
without  whofe  leave  no  janizary  dare  fet  a  foot  out  of  the 
palace. 
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Next  is  the  arfenal  of  the  city,  built  on  the  fea  fhore, 
containing  an  hundred  and  eighty  arches,  under  which 
are  very  elegant  porticos  or  piazzas  where  people  walk  ; 
there  are  above  forty  thoufand  men  daily  at  work  in  this 
arfenal,  and  eighty  great  galleys  lie  there  always  in  rea- 
dinefs  for  any  hidden  expedition. 

Befides,  there  is  another  in  the  fuburbs,  wherein  there 
always  lie  an  hundred  and  fifty  great  galleons  on  the 
hocks,  and  fixty  fitted  up  with  all  necefiaries  conllantly 
lie  in  the  water. 

The  granaries,  or  ftore-houfes  for  corn,  prefent  tbem- 
felves  next ;  they  are  built  in  a  corner  of  the  city  toward 
Pera,  where  the  walls  are  far  fironger  than  in  any  other 
part,  and  the  gates  are  of-  iron.  Here  is  always  laid  up 
an  immenfe  quantity  of  wheat  and  barley,  as  alfo  of  other 
grain,  as  if  it  were  to  ferve  for  many  years,  yet  it  is 
changed  for  new  corn  every  three  years  ;  they  fay,  that 
in  the  reign  of  Amurat  III.  there  was  an  incredible 
abundance  of  millet  found  there,  whofe  virtue  was  much 
admired,  in  that  it  had  lain  there  eighty  years  found,  and 
free  from  any  corruption. 

I  have  purpofely  omitted  to  fpcak  of  the  two  royal 
feraglios,  fince  the  leaft  of  them  will  require  a  large  let¬ 
ter  by  itfelf,  to  be  deferibed  exactly  ;  only  this  I  will 
fay  in  fliort,  that  the  leaft  is  a  French  league  in  circuit, 
or  three  Italian  miles,  and  the  biggeft,  wherein  the 
Grand  Signior  dwells,  is  a  league  and  two-thirds,  or  five 
Italian  miles  ;  the  former  is  called  Efchy  Saiav,  or  the 
old  palace,  the  latter  is  named  Bryuch  Saray,  or  the 
great  feraglio.  If  thou  defireft  a  farther  and  more  par¬ 
ticular  defeription  of  thefe  royal  courts,  I  will  fend  it 
thee  in  future  difpatches,  for  it  will  be  too  large  for 
one. 

In  the  mean  time  I  mull  not  forget  the  m.ofque  of 
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As  t;-j  pafs  from  this  place,  it  is  impoffible  to  avoid 
-oght  or  a  p  :_u.  which  fboots  ttp  from  the  top  of  a 
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what  manner  of  government  there  is  m  it,  and  how  the 
law3  are  executed. 

The  chief  magi  tlrate  is  called  Stamhoi  Cadifi,  or  judge 
of  Conflantinople  ;  before  him  are  pleaded  all  cauies  both 
criminal  and  civil ;  he  has  four  deputies  under  him,  who 
Separately  govern  the  four  chief  piecindts  of  tiie  city  ; 
'here  is  likewife  an  officer  called  Sabaffi,  whofe  bulinefs 
is  to  take  cog-nifance  of  ‘every  one’s  crime  that  is  feiz- 
ed  in  the  ftreets  or  houfes,  and  to  refer  it  to  the  fu- 
preme  vifier  ;  he  has  alio  four  deputies  under  him  ; 
and  all  men  are  bound  to  affiib  him  in  cafe  of  difficulty. 

The  common  prifon  of  Conflantinople  is  divided  into 
two  parts,  the  upper  and  the  lower  ;  the  upper  is  only 
lor  civil  offences,  and  has  an  airy  green  court  in  the 
middle  of  it,  with  a  fountain  continually  fpouting  up 
water,  which  fomething  diminiffies  the  fqualidnefs  of  the 
place  ;  the  lower  is  for  capital  crimes,  and  is  a  very  fink 
of  honor  and  loathfomenefs. 

Flower  of  philofophers,  I  pray  God,  who  gave  us  our 
fenfes,  always  grant  them  agreeable  objects,  and  defend 
us  from  all  noifome  feents,  efpecially  from  the  peflilential 
fumes  of  hell,  which,  they  fay,  at  certain  times  tranfpire 
through  the  chinks  and  crannies  of  the  earth,  inferring 
this  upper  world  with  deplorahle  contagions.  May  the 
odours  of  paradife  refrefh  us  for  ever,  O  fenfible  Mufu  ! 

Paris,  19th  of  the  4th  Moon,  of  die  Year  1678. 


III. — To  Ksrker  Hassan,  Bajfa. 

Every  year  the  French  gain  ground  of  their  enemies  ; 
they  make  profperous  campaigns,  and  always  come  off 
conquerors. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  3d  moon,  the  king  caufed 
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Ghent  to  be  befieged  by  the  Marefchal  d’Humiers  : 
This  city  is  the  capital  of  all  Flanders,  and  is  divided 
into  feveral  quarters  or  ifles  ;  fo  is  the  country  round 
about  it,  by  certain  rivers  and  canals,  which  render  it  of 
extreme  difficult  accefs,  and  fpoil  all  communication  ; 
it  is  one  of  the  greateft  cities  in  Europe,  and  is  defended 
by  a  counterfcarp,  a  large  ditch,  good  ramparts,  and 
many  baftions.  The  inhabitants  boaft  that  it  was  found¬ 
ed  by  Julius  Cmfar.  They  have  been  able  to  raife  an 
army  of  fifty  thoufand  men  among  themfelves,  whenever 
they  have  been  inclined  to  revolt  from  their  fovereign  ; 
yet  they  could  not  hold  out  above  ten  days  againft  the 
prefent  arms  of  France,  but  feeing  the  vigour  with  which 
they  were  attacked  on  all  fides,  and  defpairing  of  any 
fuccours,  they  furrendered  on  articles- 

Next  to  this,  the  city  of  Ypres  was  furrendered  to 
them  on  the  25th  of  the  fame  moon,  after  a  fiege  of 
eight  days  ;  this  is  another  confiderable  city  in  Flan¬ 
ders. 

Nor  ffiive  the  French  arms  been  unfuccefsful  in  Ca¬ 
talonia,  under  the  command  of  the  Duke  de  Noailles  ; 
this  general  having  taken  Puicerda,  the  capital  city  of 
that  province,  and  a  place  of  great  ftrength,  being  feated 
on  the  top  of  the  Pyrenean  mountains,  and  defended  by 
a  caftle  built  on  a  rOck.  The  Prince  of  Conde  won  it 
in  the  year  1664,  but  it  was  afterwards  reftored  to  the 
Spaniards  again  by  "  the  treaty  of  the  Pyrenees,  who 
fortified  it  anew  with  all  the  modern  forms.  This  city 
has  under  its  command  above  eighty  villages,  and  draws 
contributions  from  all  the  province  of  Cerdaigne  ;  it  fe- 
cures  the  polfeffion  of  RouffiHon,  covers  the  frontiers  of 
Languedoc,  and  is  efteemed  fecond  only  to  Barcelona 
of  all  the  cities  in  thefe  parts. 

From  Germany,  and  the  provinces  bordering  on  the 
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Rhine,  fame  tranfports  hither  fucceffive  relations  of  battles 
fought  between  the  French  and  the  Imperialifts,  wherein 
the  former  always  get  the  victory.  The  Marefchal  de 
Crequi  engaged  with  them  hr  ft  near  Grotzinghen,  where 
the  Prince  of  Baden,  and  forty  officers  of  note,  were 
wounded  on  the  enemies  fide  ;  the  Count  of  Liqueville, 
a  commander  under  the  Duke  of  Lorrain,  with  many 
others,  were  taken  prifoners.  The  French  took  from 
them  a  great  number  of  ftandards,  killed  abundance 
of  their  men,  and,  in  fine,  remained  matters  of  the 
field. 

N®  lefs  advantage  had  they  in  the  7th  moon,  on  the 
plains  of  the  -Rheinfeldt,  near  the  river  Rhine,  where 
they  killed  above  eight  hundred  Imperialifts  upon  the 
fpot  ;  and  the  bridge  of  Rheinfeldt  was  fa  crammed 
with  dead  bodies,  that  they  ferved  as  a  barrier  to  ftop 
the  French  from  purfuing  their  victory  to  the  gates  of 
the  city. 

The  Marefchal  de  Crequi  alfo  defeated  a  body  of  fix 
thoufand  horfe  and  dragoons,  commanded  by  the  Duke 
of  Lorrain  near  to  Offembourgh,  which  was  followed  oy 
the  taking  of  Ortamburg  cattle,  and  the  fort  of  Kehl, 
which  the  marefchal  razed  to  the  ground  ;  he  took  alfo 
the  fort  of  Zolhauflen,  and  encountering  the  Duke  of 
Lorrain,  near  a  place  called  Lauterbourg,  he  fet  upon 
him,  and  killed  four  hundred  of  his  men,  as  they  were 
paffing  a  bridge  of  the  Rhine,  and  took  three  hundred 
prifoners. 

If  they  go  on  at  this  rate  year  after  year,  it  will  be  dif¬ 
ficult  to  fet  the  limits  of  their  continually  growing  em¬ 
pire  ;  only  we  need  not  fear  that  they  will  ever  be  able 
to  joftle  the  faithful  Ofmans  out  of  the  patrimony  ap¬ 
pointed  them  by  deftiny. 
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.Serene  minister,  the  crefcent  outfhines  the  crols,  the 
Alcoran  fuperfedes  the  Bible,  and  all  things  yield  to  the 
invincible  arms  of  true  believers. 

Paris,  19th  of  the  8th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1678. 


IV. — To  Dalimalched,  the  JVidoiu  of  Pejieli  Halt,  his 
Brother,  Majler  of  the  Cifloms,  and  Superintendant  of 
the  Arfenal  at  Confiantinople . 

Thou  mayeft  be  allured  it  is  no  compliment  when  I  tell 
thee  I  condole  thy  lofs  ;  he  that  is  dead  was  my  brother, 
a3  well  as  thy  hulhand,  and  the  friendlhip  which  was  be* 
tween  us  united  us  more  clofely  than  did  our  blood  ;  we 
never  thought  any  thing  too  much  to  perform  in  the  fer- 
\'ice  of  each  other,  provided  it  did  not  intrench  upon  our 
honour,  but  we  greedily  fnatched  every  opportunity  of 
demonftrating  our  mutual  affections. 

He  is  gone  to  infinite  joys,  to  a  place  of  refrefhment, 
where  he  banquets  on  the  reverfion  of  his  good  works  in 
this  life  ;  he  revels  at  large,  and  without  contradiction, 
or  murmuring  of  women,  in  full  bowls  of  the  ambrofia  of 
paradife ;  no  peevilh  female  interrupts  his  joy,  or  turns 
his  fmiles  to  frowns  by  her  unworthy  carriage  ;  he  iies 
ftretched  out  at  eafe  upon  the  crimfon  beds  of  Eden,  with 
pages  waiting  on  him,  whofe  eyes  are  like  the  polilhed 
pearl ;  each  bears  a  golden  goblet,  crufted  with  fapphires 
in  his  hand,  full  charged  with  wine,  which  mortal  kings 
would  give  their  kingdoms  for  ;  thofe  heavenly  youths 
perform  their  parts  with  admirable  grace,  and  dutiful  ex- 
aftnefs ;  they  wait  the  minute  of  their  lord’s  defire  ; 
with  humble  refignation,  the  fair  Cupids  hand  encompaff- 
ing  his  bed,  each  being  emulous  of  the  reft,  all  ftriving, 
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with  an  agreeable  generality,  who  (hall  ferve  their  mailer 
firll,  and  with  the'greateft  promptnefs. 

When  Pefteli  pleafes  to  divert  himfelf  with  women,  it 
is  but  to  wilh,  and  one  more  fair  than  ever  Apelles  drew 
prefents  herfelf,  chafte  as  Diana,  yet  as  kind  as  Venus  ; 
no  coy  demurs  protradl  the  enjoyment  of  his  wifh,  nor  is 
there  the  leaft  iign  of  impudence  to  pall  it  ;  but  in  per- 
fe£l  love  they  meet  each  other,  and  unite  their  hearts,  and 
fo  they  pafs  their  time  in  conilant  urtrepented  blifs. 

He  traverfes  the  pleafant  walks  of  Eden,  and  fits  him 
down  upon  the  banks  of  her  immortal  rivers,  rivers  that 
ilream  with  wine,  and  milk,  and  honey  ;  under  the  (hade 
of  happy  trees,  he  lies  upon  the  flowery  green,  in  the  ca- 
reffes  of  fome  lovely  daughter  of  paradife,  wliilft  aroma¬ 
tic  winds  infpire  him  with  diviner  pafiions  than  Endymion 
felt  in  the  embraces  of  Diana.  O  happy  (late  of  feparate 
fouls  that  part  from  earth  in  purity  !  their  pleafures 
know  no  bounds  or  end. 

For  what  I  have  faid  is  only  emblematical,  deferibing 
in  fenfible  (hort  flgures  thofe  raptures  and  tranfcendent 
.joys  which  cannot  otherwife  be  exprefled.  Whatever  e- 
levated  fancy  can  conceive  of  blifs,  is  all  by  infinite  odds 
furpaffed  in  the  enjoyments  of  the  happy  fouls  above. 
There  is  no  number,  weight,  or  meafure  of  their  eternal 
and  fuperlative  felicities  ;  they  pafs  from  joy  to  joy,  and 
fport  in  endlefs  circles  of  beatitude.  O  region  ever  to  be 
defired  !  O gardens  of  incomparable  beauty  !  where  the 
liberal  Monarch  of  the  univerfe  regales  the  wearied  fouls 
of  mortals  with  banquets  of  ineftimable  price,  and  urn- 
matched  delicacy,  after  their  toilfome  pilgrimage  on  earth. 

If  Pefteli  could  hear,  I  would  congratulate  his  happi- 
nefs,  inftead  of  condoling  thy  misfortune  in  lofing  fuch  a 
hufband  ;  he  has  efcaped  the  (hipwrecks  of  this  lower 
world,  this  fea  of  grief  and  tragedies  j  he  is  got  fafe  into 
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the  harbour  of  eternal  reft,  the  port  of  peace,  and  landed 
on  the  ftrand  of  the  Omnipotent’s  feraglio,  where  guards 
of  angels  waited  on  him  to  the  throne  of  Alla,  with  ten 
thoufand  thoufand  flambeaux  burning  in  the  walks  oi" 
Eden. 

But  tell  me,  Dalimalched,  were  not  you  fomething  in 
the  fault,  that  the  generous  Pefteli  left  us  both  fo  foon  ? 
Did  you  not  fret  and  teaze  his  high-born  foul  with  words 
which  might  have  well  been  fpared  to  a  man  of  fo  quick 
fenfe?  Doubtlefs  he  needed  not  your  fuming  leCtures,  and 
more  ftient  difcipline  of  pouts.  If  he  committed  faults,  (as 
who  does  not?)  he  foon  was  fenfible  without  a  reprimand ; 
there  was  no  occafton  to  keep  him  half  a  moon  in  parox- 
yfms  of  melancholy  and  grief ;  this  was  too  hard  a  pe¬ 
nance  for  his  fpirit  to  bear :  But  you  women  have  ways 
by  yourfelves,  unintelligible  to  our  fex;  your  windings 
and  turnings  are  intricate  as  thofe  of  ferpents ;  Daedalus 
himfelf,  were  he  now  alive,  though  once  the  glory  of  la¬ 
byrinth-makers,  yet  would  be  puzzled  to  trace  your  fex, 
in  all  your  fecret,  wild,  unknown  meanders  ;  ye  are  all 
the  very  changeable  things  of  the  earth  ;  nobody  knows 
what  to  make  of  you. 

Dalimalched,  I  tell  thee  a  woman  never  commands  a 
man,  unlefs  he  be  a  fool,  but  by  her  obedience;  that  way 
the  wins  his  heart,  and  makes  a  thorough  conqueft  of  his 
affections  ;  ihe  wheedles  him  out  of  his  fovereignty,  by 
cunning  complaifance  and  proper  capitulations,  or  at  leaft 
by  this  method  fhe  faves  herfelf ;  (he  will  not  thwart  him 
in  the  torrent  of  his  pafiion,  but  meekly  yields  to  the 
mighty  ftream,  and  will  not  fuffer  her  tongue  to  move 
but  in  the  eddy  of  his  wrath. 

In  a  word,  a  good  woman  confults  her  hufband’s  plea- 
fure  in  all  things;  and  if  thou  haft,  done  fo,  the  world  has 
nothing  to  fay  to  thee  ;  but  if  otherwife,  I  advife  thee  to 
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remain  a  widow,  left  the  next  man  that  marries  thee 
'fhould  revenge  the  injuries  my  brother  received  at  thy 
hands  ;  for  this  is  one  way  of  taming  Ihrews. 

Paris,  27th  of  the  10th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1678. 


V. — To  Hamet,  Reis  EJ/indi,  Principal  Secretary  of  the 
Ottoman  Empire. 

I  hope  thou  wilt  pardon  me,  moft  illuftrious  minifter, 
that  I  have  thus  long  delayed  to  give  thee  a  farther  ac¬ 
count  of  the  ftates  of  Europe  ;  but  now  I  will  proceed, 
and,  according  to  thy  command,  begin  where  I  left  off. 

Having  already  difcourfed  of  Germany,  I  will  defcend 
into  the  Netherlands,  which  is  as  natural  as  for  a  man 
that  has  furveyed  the  upper  town  of  Buda,  or  any  other 
•city  feated  like  that,  to  fall  into  the  lower  ;  for  fo  the 
Netherlands  feem  to  be  a  kind  of  outlying  borough,  near 
the  fuburb  to  the  German  empire. 

They  are  called  the  Netherlands,  by  reafon  of  their 
low  fituation  near  the  feay  which  makes  the  country  ap¬ 
pear  like  a  marfh  or  moor  ;  they  contain  feventeen  pro¬ 
vinces,  ten  whereof  are  under  the  jurifdidtion  of  the  King 
of  Spain  ;  the  other  feven  make  up  a  diftindt  and  inde¬ 
pendent  republic  among  themfelves. 

The  circumference  of  the  feventeen  provinces  is  a 
thoufand  Italian  miles ;  and  within  that  compafs  there 
are  two  hundred  walled  towns  and  cities,  an  hundred 
and  fifty  other  places  which  enjoy  the  fame  privileges 
and  power  as  the  former  ;  and  there  are  fix  thoufand  vil¬ 
lages. 

In  the  time  of  Julius  Caefar,  this  track  of  ground  was 
called  Belgic  Gaul  by  the  Romans  ;  it  was  inhabited  by 
a  warlike  people,  impatient  of  fervitude,  and  ftout  af- 
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ferters  of  their  native  liberty,  as  the  fame  Caefar  found 
by  experience  when  he  warred  among  them  ;  nay,  and’ 
fince  that  time  the  mufiulmans  themfelves  have  felt  their 
valour  ;  witnefs  the  famous  expedition  of  Godfrey  of 
Bullen  to  recover  the  Holy  Land  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  Saracens  ;  and  that  other  of  Baldwin  the  Fleming, 
who  made  himfelf  mailer  of  Conftantincple  and  the  Gre¬ 
cian  empire. 

The  ancient  Romans  ufe  to  fay,  That  the  Gauls 
fought  for  their  liberty,  the  Germans  for  booty,  and  the 
Dutch  for  glory  and  honour  ;  hence  it  came  to  pafs  that 
the  Roman  emperors  in  thofe  days  had  always  a  feledl 
guard  about  their  perfons,  chofen  out  of  thefe  provinces ; 
alio  the  Hollanders  and  Friezelanders  were  called  the 
friends  and  affociates  of  the  Romans. 

But  though  thefe  provinces  formerly  had  each  a  di- 
ftindl  fovereign,  with  a  peculiar  government  and  laws, 
yet  afterwards  they  were  all  reduced  under  the  dominion 
of  the  Dukes  of  Burgundy,  from  whom  they  devolved  to 
the  Archdukes  of  Auftria,  and  laft  of  all  to  the  Kings  of 
Spain,  who  claim  a  title  to  ten  of  them  at  this  day  ;  but 
the  King  of  France  has  poffdfion  of  a  great  part  :  As 
for  the  other  feven,  they  are  quite  emancipated  and  free, 
it  being  an  eftablifhed  maxim  with  them,  That  the  long- 
eft  fword  gives  the  heft  title  to  a  government  ;  and,  for 
.  ought  I  fee,  this  principle  is  praftifed  throughout  the 
world. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  Netherlands  are  generally  tall 
and  ftrong  bodied  people,  comely,  civil,  open  hearted, 
courteous,  prompt,  and  laborious ;  more  addidled  to 
wine  than  to  women,  equally  forgetful  of  benefits  and 
injuries,  great  muficians,  expert  feamen,  cunning  mer¬ 
chants,  accurate  painters,  and  very  ingenious  in  all  arts  j 

they  are  not  jealous  of  their  women,  as  moft  other  na- 
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tions  are,  but  fuffer  them  to  walk  abroad  openly,  and 
convtrfe  with  men  in  the  ftreets  :  Neither  will  any  of 
thefe  females  refufe  an  invitation  to  a  bottle  of  wine  ;  as 
foon  as  .you  come  into  any  houfe,  the  daughter  of  the 
family  meets  you  with  a  bottle  of  wine,  or  other  ftrong 
bevtrage,  in  her  hand,  and  drinks  it  off  to  you,  and  if 
you  do  not  very  readily  anfwer,  and  pledge  her,  it  paffes 
for  a  ilgn  of  rudenefs  and  ill  manners. 

Thefe  people  are  very  rich,  by  reafon  of  their  mer- 
chandife  and  traffic  with  other  nations,  for  they  export 
the  produdl  of  their  foil,  and  their  own  manufactures, 
vending  or  exchanging  them,  at  a  prodigious  advantage, 
in  the  remoteft  regions  of  the  earth. 

They  have  very  ftrong  forts  and  caftles  up  and  down 
the  country,  with  cities  which  are  in  a  manner  inexpug¬ 
nable.  As  for  the  religion  of  the  Netherlaridcrs,  the  ten 
provinces,  which  are  fubjeCt  to  the  King  of  Spain  or 
France,  are  called  Catholics ;  the  other  feven  reprefent 
the  celebrated  tower  of  Babel,  where  the  languages  were 
firft  confounded,  as  Mofes  relates ;  for  fuch  is  the  hodge¬ 
podge  and  gallimaufry  of  religions  tolerated  in  Amfter- 
dam,  Leyden,  and  other  cities  of  Holland,  and  in  gene¬ 
ral  throughout  all  the  Seven  United  States ;  neither  have 
they  much  more  regularity  and  order  in  other  matters. 
Wonder  not,  therefore,  if  my  pen  obferves  no  method  in 
treating  of  a  country  which  is  the  very  emblem,  proverb, 
and  centre  of  ataxy  and  confufion  ;  however,  I  will  now 
begin  to  make  more  particular  diftindlions  than  in  the 
former  part  of  my  letter. 

Zealand  has  a  bad  air,  efpecially  in  the  fummer  time, 
when  the  fun  exhales  ftinkir.g  and  infe&ious  vapours 
from  the  lakes  and  pools,  of  which  there  is  a  great  num¬ 
ber  in  that  province ;  yet  it  has  an  excellent  foil,  abound¬ 
ing  with  wheat  and  other  corn,  alfo  with  good  pafturage 


LETTERS  WRITTEN  BY 


Vol.  VIII. 


114 

for  fheep  and  cattle.  There  is  little  more  to  be  faid  of 
this  province. 

Holland  has  this  obfervable  in  it,  that  frequently  the 
earth  trembles  there  under  the  burden  of  coaches,  Wag¬ 
gons,  horfes,  See.  which  is  an  argument  that  the  ground 
is  hollow  underneath,  and  full  of  caverns.  To  confirm 
this  opinion,  they  fay,  that  a  cow  once  falling  into  a 
gap  or  chafm  in  the  earth,  was  found  dead  three  days 
afterwards  in  the  fea,  being  known  by  the  owner  to  be 
the  fame.  Hence  a  part  of  Holland,  in  the  language  of 
the  country,  is  called  Waterland,  which  at  firft  hearing 
founds  like  a  contradiftion  ;  but  they  mean  by  it,  a  land 
fituated  in  the  waters  ;  for  fo  indeed  the  whole  province 
appears  to  be  divided  into  fmall  ifiands  by  innumerable 
canals,  lakes,  and  pools,  that  every  where  expofe  them- 
felves  to  your  eye.  This  province  deferves  moil;  properly 
of  all  the  reft  the  appellatio'n  of  Netherland,  it  being 
funk  fo  very  low,  that  in  many  places  the  fea  rifes  high¬ 
er  than  it,  which  compels  the  Hollanders  to  fortify  their 
Ihores  with  high,  and  firong  banks,  which  with  great  coft 
they  continually  keep  repaired. 

They  have  but  little  corn  or  fruit  of  their  own  growth, 
being  fupplied  with  thofe  things  from  Germany,  Poland, 
and  other  countries  ;  but  there  is  an  immenfe  quantity  of 
grafs  to  nourifti  millions  of  fheep,  oxen,  and  horfes.  And 
what  I  have  faid  of  thefe  two  provinces  may  be  in  fome 
degree  applied  to  all  the  reft,  Friezeland  only  excepted, 
which  is  more  fertile  of  corn,  yields  abundance  of  pulte 
and  fait,  and  is  well  clothed  with  woods. 

As  to  the  manners  of  thefe  people,  the  Zealanders  are 
of  a  ready  wit,  provident,  and  fubtle,  of  ftature  gener¬ 
ally  very  tall,  as  will  appear  by  a  woman  of  this  pro¬ 
vince,  whom  William  Count  of  Holland  fent  to  the  nup¬ 
tials  of  Charles  the  Fair  King  of  France  ;  fhe  was  of  to 
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vaft  an  height  and  bulk,  that  the  French  looked  like 
pigmies  or  dwarfs  in  comparifon  of  her  ;  and  fuch  was 
her  ftrength,  that  {he  could  lift  from  the  ground  a  beam, 
and  carry  it  on  her  ihoulders,  which  eight  labouring  men 
could  hardly  ftir. 

It  is  obferved  of  Guelders,  that  it  was  the  firft  of  thefe 
provinces  which  fubmitted  to  the  riling  fortune  of  the 
Roman  empire,  and  again  the  firft;  that  (hook  off  the 
yoke  when  that  empire  was  in  its  wane. 

In  Utrecht  there  are  abundance  of  nobles,  who  are 
more  foft  and  polite  in  their  converfation  than  the  reft  of 
the  Hollanders ;  the  women  of  quality  there  go  veiled. 

The  public  affairs  of  all  thefe  provinces  are  managed 
by  thofe  whom  they  call  the  States  General  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Provinces  ;  thefe  are  a  convention  or  affembly  of  the 
chief  nobles,  principal  magiftrates,  and  moil  eminent  ci¬ 
tizens  in  every  province. 

Courteous  effendi,  thefe  are  the  chief  things  which  I 
know  of  the  United  Provinces,  unlefs  thou  wouldft  have 
me  write  their  complete  hiftory,  which  would  be  too  te¬ 
dious  for  letters.  Accept  of  my  labours,  which  though 
mean,  yet  are  voluntary,  cheerful,  and  done' at  a  jerk. 

Paris,  4th  of  the  x2th  Moon,  of  the  year  1578. 


VI. — To  the  Same. 

Thou  wilt  fay  I  am  all  upon  the  extremes.  In  my  laft 
I  dragged  thee  through  the  moft  dirty,  nafty,  abjeft  val¬ 
ley  of  all  the  earth  ;  I  mean  Holland,  with  the  reft  of 
the  United  Provinces ;  now  I  am  going  to  lead  thee  out 
of  thefe  fenny  bogs,  and  give  thee  a  breathing  up  the  fa- 
hibricus  hills  and  mountains  of  Helvetia  or  Swifferland. 
It  is  true  this  cannot  be  done  without  a  confiderable  leap 
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over  many  provinces  of  Germany,  part  of  Lorrain  and 
Alface  ;  but  having  fpoken  formerly  of  the  empire,  and- 
from  thence  in  my  next,  by  a  kind  of  natural  defcent, 
fallen  into  the  Low  Countries,  the  confederation  of  their 
form  of  government  put  me  in  mind  of  the  other  repub¬ 
lics  in  Europe,  among  which,  that  of  Swilferland  lying 
next  to  the  United  States,  I  chofe  to  make  it  the  fubjett 
of  this  letter,  dehgning  to  give  thee  an  account  of  Venice, 
Genoa,  Lucca,  and  the  reft  in  order. 

Know  then,  that  Helvetia  or  Swilferland  was  once  a 
province  of  Germany,  but  now  it  is  a  commonwealth  fub- 
fifting  by  itfelf,  and  not  fubjedl  to  any  foreign  power  ; 
it  is  divided  into  thirteen  cantons  or  provinces;  I  will  not 
trouble  thee  with  the  names  of  each  diftridl,  or  with-their 
feveral  characters  :  The  whole  country  in  general  looks 
like  a  great  bunch  of  rocks  and  mountains,  feparated  by 
fmall  but  very  pleafant  valleys ;  and  though  the  moun¬ 
tains  feem  rough,  yet  their  tops  and  brows  ilourilh  nolefs 
with  all  forts  of  trees  and  herbage,  than  the  faireft  plains. 
The  inhabitants  nourifh  abundance  of  fheep  on  them,  be- 
ftdes  goats,  hinds,  horfes,  with  many  other  kinds  of  beafts; 
for  there  is  great  plenty  of  animals  in  this  country,  both 
wild  and  tame.  The  air  is  piercing  and  ferene  ;  the  foil, 
though  not  of  itfelf  fertile,  yet  is  made  fo  by  theinduftry 
of  the  inhabitants ;  in  fome  parts  they  have  vineyards 
which  produce  a  grape  of  wonderful  delicacy,  the  wine  of 
which  is  much  efteemed  in  thofe  parts.  The  lakes  alfo 
and  rivers  abound  with  fhh  of  all  forts ;  neither  is  there 
any  fcarcity  of  fowls,  or  of  any  thing  elfe  which  imme¬ 
diately  ferves  the  neceftities  of  human  life  ;  only  things 
tending  to  luxury,  and  other  kinds  of  wantonnefs,  are  not 
to  be  found  in  this  happy  region  :  It  is  a  fecond  Scythia 
or  Tartary;  and  indeed  the  inhabitants  of  Swifferland  are 
thought  to  come  out  of  thofe  more  northern  regions. 
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They  have  ever  been  famous  for  their  invincible  con- 
itancy  and  valour  in  war;  Julius  Csefar  himfelf  was  afraid 
of  them,  and  built  a  wall  to  hinder  them  from  going  into 
France  or  Gaul,  when  he  remembered  that  L.  Cafiius, 
a  Roman  conful,  was  vanquifhed  by  them,  and  his  whole 
army  routed.  Some  authors  affirm,  that  in  the  times  of 
old,  the  inhabitants  of  the  north  of  Europe  were  fo  pro- 
digioufly  multiplied,  that  fome  of  them  were  forced  to 
feek  new  feats  ;  wherefore,  ruffiing  through  Germany, 
and  paffing  the  Rhine,  they  were  met  by  the  Gauls, 
whom  they  overcame  and  defeated  ;  upon  which  news 
the  neighbouring  nations  being  terrified,  fent  ambafl'adors 
to  them  defiling  peace  :  The  conquerors  replied,  they 
came  not  to  wage  war,  or  difturb  the  peace  of  mankind ; 
that  they  only  fought  a  place  to  live  in  quietly,  where 
they  might  manure  the  ground,  without  hurting  any  bo¬ 
dy.  Then  Helvetia  wras  granted  to  them,  where  their 
pofterity  live  to  this  day. 

As  to  the  manners  of  the  modern  Swifs,  they  anfwer 
exactly  the  ancient  character,  being  w'holly  addicted  to 
war,  hardy  to  bear  all  inconveniencies  of  hunger,  third, 
cold,  and  other  afflictions  of  nature,  providence,  dediny, 
cr  chance  ;  a  little  money  ferves  their  turn  to  defray  the 
expences  of  eating,  their  diet  being  veiy  plain  and  or¬ 
dinary,  confiding  chiefly  of  milk  and  cheefe.  If  they 
are  chargeable  in  any  thing,  it  is  in  wine  and  other  drong 
liquors;  for  you  fflall  find  but  mean  and  fqualid  hou- 
fes,  and  contemptible  furniture,  and  they  wear  garments 
anfwerable  to  the  red  ;  but  they  are  given  to  drink¬ 
ing  above  meafure  ;  they  will  confume  whole  days  and 
nights  fucceffively,  without  intermiffion,  in  their  drunken 
debauches  ;  nor  can  any  friendlhip  be  contracted  among 
them,  but  over  their  cups  ;  for  he  who  drinks  mod,  and 
is  mod  froliefome  and  debonair,  is  taken  for  a  man  of 
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integrity  ;  whereas  he  that  feems  timorous  of  his  health, 
or  makes  any  frivolous  excufes,  is  looked  upon  as  a  break¬ 
ing  fellow,  not' worthy  of  fuch  good  company;  nay,  fome- 
tirnes  their  madnefs  grows  to  that  height,  as  to  fet  a  dag¬ 
ger  to  his  throat  who  refufes  to  pledge  in  his  turn. 

And  yet  after  all  this  reproach,  it  muft  be  confefied 
that  thefe  people  are  very  prudent  and  circumfpect,  both 
in  their  private  and  public  affairs;  for  notwithftanding  the 
pleafure  they  take  in  h’beral  compotations,  yet  every  man, 
when  the  frolic  is  over,  is  intent  on  his  buflnefs,  ufing 
double  induftry  and  diligence  to  make  good  the  expen- 
ces  of  his  laft  vanity  ;  they  work  to  drink,  and  drink 
that  they  may  better  work  again  ;  fo  in  the  public,  it  is 
evident  that  they  are  not  defective  in  policy,  fince  they 
have  been  able  for  fo  many  centuries  of  years  to  maintain 
their  union  and  confederated  liberties  againft  fo  many 
princes  who  have  endeavoured  to  bring  them  under  a  fo¬ 
reign  yoke  ;  and  not  only  fo,  but  fuch  is  the  Angularity 
of  their  conduct,  that  the  moil  mighty  monarchs  in  Eu¬ 
rope  are  glad  to  enter  into  a  league  with  them,  and  fend 
yearly  vaft  fums  of  money. 

Thou  wilt  not,  after  what  I  have  faid,  expect  to  find 
in  Swifferland  the  riches  of  Arabia  and  Babylon,  nor  the 
reft  of  the  luxurious  and  magnificent  fuperfluities  of  the 
Eaft  ;  the  fituation  of  the  country,  and  nature  of  the 
foil,  denies  thefe  glittering  vanities;  it  is  fufficient  that  it 
brings  forth  enough  to  nourish  the  inhabitants. 

They  fear  no  foreign  invafion,  both  on  the  account  of 
this  national  poverty,  and  the  inacceffible  heights  of  the 
Alps,  with  which  they  arc  on  all  fidcs  environed  as  by  a 
wall;  add  to  this,  the  invincible  refolution  of  the  people, 
who  abhor  and  fear  fubjedtion  more  than  death  itfelf ;  fo 
that  no  prince  in  Europe  dares,  or  thinks  it  worth  his 
while  to  carry  a  war  into  this  country,  knowing,  that  if 
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he  fliould  conquer  it,  the  revenues,  with  all  the  fpcil  of 
his  new-gotten  poffefiions,  would  not  counterbalance  the 
expene'es  of  one  Ihort  campaign  :  Behdcs,  their  union  is 
fo  dried:  and  clofe,  that  it  is  almoft  impoGfible  to  break  or 
diffolve  it.  Tlien  they  have  fome  very  ilrong  cities,  caf- 
tles,  forts,  and  other  places  of  defence,  which  would  give 
no  fmall  diverhon  and  incumbrance  to  him  who  fhould 
undertake  fuch  an  expedition.  In  fine,  fuch  are  their 
circumdances,  that  all  the  courts  round  about  them 
think  it  fafer  to  court  this  untameable  nation,  than  to 
threaten  or  buff  them. 

I  will  relate  to  thee  a  dory  by  way  of  indance  or  ex¬ 
ample,  from  whence  thou  mayed  comprehend  more  clear¬ 
ly  the  humour  of  this  people. 

In  former  times,  as  I  have  already  faid,  Swiderland 
was  a  province  of  the  German  empire,  oi  at  lead  reputed 
fo  ;  and  there  were  certain  prefers  or  governors  fet  over 
them  by  Caefar,  one  fucceeding  another  ;  fome  of  thefe, 
for  their  infolence,  were  driven  out  of  the  nation,  others 
were  killed  by  reafon  of  their  tyrannous  and  cruel  prac¬ 
tices.  Among  the  red,  one  of  thefe  governors,  being 
difguded  at  a  certain  Swifs,  commanded  him  to  be  yoked 
with  oxen  that  drew  burdens  in  a  cart;  but  when  neither 
by  fair  nor  foul  means  they  could  force  him  to  this  vile 
condefcenfion,he  commanded  his  eyes  to  be  put  out,  which 
was  done  accordingly.  This  was  murmured  at  ;  but  be¬ 
ing  the  hid  effay  of  his  cruel  difpoiition,  they  winked 
at  it. 

A  while  after,  the  fame  governor  commanded  a  woman 
in  her  hufband’s  abfence,  to  prepare  a  hot  bath  for  him, 
which  when  the  chade  matron  refufed  to  perform  till  her 
hufband  came  home,  he  druck  her  dead  with  an  axe. 
This  alfo,  though  heightening  the  choler  of  the  Swifs, 
was  paffed  by  in  meditation  of  future  revenge. 
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At  laft  he  grew  fo  fbolilhiy  proud  and  imperious,  that 
walking  one  day  in  the  ftreets  of  the  city,  he  ftuck  his 
cane  in  the  ground,  and  placed  his  turban  or  bonnet 
thereon,  commanding  all  that  paffed  by  to  give  honour 
to  it,  which  when  a  certain  honeft  Swifs  refufed  to  do,  he 
commanded  him  to  ilrike  off  an  apple  from  his  fon’s  head 
with  a  (hot  from  his  crofs-bow  ;  the  good  father  for  a 
long  time  refufed  thus  to  hazard  his  fon’s  life:  butbeirm- 
overcome  by  the  tyrant’s  importunate  menaces,  he  rather 
ventured  to  truft  to  providence  the  life  of  his  fon,  than  to 
{Sacrifice  both  that  and  his  own  to  the  implacable  malice 
of  a  barbarian-;  fo  he  {hot,  and  hit  the  apple  off,  without 
touching  his  fon’s  head.  The  governor  feeing  this,  and 
taking  notice  that  he  brought  two  arrows  with  him,  aik- 
ed  him  the  reafon  of  it ;  to  whom  the  Swifs  anfwered, 
“  If  I  had  fnot  amifs,  and  hurt  my  fon  with  the  firft  ar- 
row,  I  was  refolved  to  have  pierced  thy  heart  with  the 
fecond.”  Upon  this  all  the  people  gave  a  {hout,  and  run- 
r.ing  together,  feized  upon  the  governor,  and  tore  him  to 
pieces  ;  neither  would  they  ever  afterwards  endure  or  ad¬ 
mit  any  man  into  their  cities  from  the  emperor,  unlefs  he 
came  in  the  quality  of  an  ambaffador. 

Serene  minifter,  if  thcfe  memoirs  are  in  the  leaf!;  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  thee,  it  is  but  to  command,  and  thou  {halt 
find  I  have  a  ftock  not  eafy  to  be  exhaulted. 

Adieu,  adieu,  for  the  prefent.  May  the  curtains  of 
God’s  pavilion  be  unfurled  about  us,  to  fkreen  us  from 
the  injuries  of  demons  who  hunt  by  night  for  mortals  ; 
for  it  is  now  their  hour. 

?ji is,  6th  of  the  2d  Moon,  of  the  Year  l6yj. 
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VII. — To  Dgket  Oglou  at  Damafcits. 

I  could  hardly  beiieve'my  own  eyes,  when  I  firft  read 
thy  letter,  and  underflood  that  thou  art  turned  hufband- 
man  at  laft,  and  fettled  in  a  place  the  moil  delettable  on 
earth,  the  very  centre  and  rendezvous  of  all  pleafures,  and 
whatfoever  is  agreeable  to  mortals.  Thou-  art  a  wary 
man,  refolved  to  be  fure  of  one  paradife  at  leaf!,  though 
it  be  by  mortgaging  thy  title  to  the  other;  thou  wilt  not 
fuller  God  Almighty  to  go  upon  tick  with  thee,  nor  truft 
all  his  promifes  for  heaven  in  reverfion  ;  yet  I  cannot  aif- 
commend  thy  cautioufnefs ;  we  know  not  what  (ball  be- 
fal  us  after  death,  and  therefore  nature  prompts  us  to  fe- 
cure  to  ourfelves  fome  (hare  of  happinefs  in  this  life,  and 
to  antedate  the  uncertainties  of  a  future  blifs,  by  carving 
out  our  own  heaven  on  this  fide  the  grave.  However,  I 
wilh  thou  mayeil  not  furfeit  on  thy  prefent  enjoyments, 
and  fo  render  thy  foul  incapable  of  the  voyage  to  eternal 
beatitude.  I  tell  thee,  my  Dgnet,  thou  art  a  bold  man, 
to  venture  on  a  place  by  choice,  which  the  meffenger  of 
God  purpofely  fhunned  as  the  mod  dangerous  on  earth  ; 
but  I  would  not  difeourage  thee  ;  that  city  was  then  in 
the  hands  of  infidels,  a  feat  of  profanation  and  idolatry  ; 
now  it  is  fanftiiied  by  the  prefence  of  true  believers,  by 
the  preaching  of  the  law  brought  down  from  heaven,  and 
by  the  mofques  of  perfect  holinefs. 

As  for  the  manner  of  life  thou  haft  made  choice  of,  I 
highly  applaud  it,  as  the  mod  primitive,  innocent,  de¬ 
lightful,  and  happy  above  all  others;  many  great  princes 
and  kings  have  exchanged  the  toilfome  glory,  and  royal 
fatigues  of  empire,  for  the  fweet  tranquillity  and  eafe  of 
a  country  farm,  and  wholefome  exercifes  of  agriculture  : 
Thus  Dioclefian,  a  Roman  emperor,  quitted  his  throne 
for  the  fake  of  a  private  life,  and  thofe  hands  which  had 
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been  accufcomed  to  wield  the  fceptre,  became  at  laft  vo¬ 
luntarily  familiar  with  the  fpade,  the  plough,  and  the  har¬ 
row  ;  fo  the  grand  Cyrus,  monarch  of  the  Perfians,  ufed 
to  boaft  of  the  gardens  planted  and  fowed  with  his  own 
hands  ;  and  it  is  certain,  that  the  Fabii,  the  Lentuli,  the 
Ciceros,  the  Pifos,  with  many  of  the  nobleft  families  in 
ancient  Rome,  derived  their  names  from  thofe  kind  of 
vegetables  which  they  fignify,  and  which  their  fathers 
took  delight  in  planting. 

How  many  great  authors  have  written  in  praife  of  huf- 
bandry  ?  Attains  and  Archelaus,  two  kings,  extolled  it  ; 
Xenophon  and  Mago,  two  generals,  patronifea  it  ;  and 
Oppian  the  poet  celebrates  it  in  verfe,  befides  Cato,  Varro, 
Pliny,  Columella,  Virgil,  and  many  others.  Some  have  pla¬ 
ced  fupreme  felicity  in  this  kind  of  life  ;  Virgil  pronoun¬ 
ces  hufoandmen  fortunate,  and  Horace  calls  them  bleffed; 
hence  it  was,  that  the  Delphic  oracle  declared  a  certain 
man,  named  Aglaus,  to  be  the  happieft  of  all  mortals,  be- 
caufe  he  was  bufied  in  nothing  but  manuring  and  culti¬ 
vating  a  little  farm,  never  molefting  himfelfwith  vain  cares 
©r  palfions,  nor  increafing  the  miferies  of  human  life,  by 
tampering  with  foreign  and  unneccffary  pleafures,  which, 
though  full  of  blandilhments,  and  fweet  in  the  front,  yet 
carry  a  fling  in  their  tail,  embittering  all  our  joys. 

Thou  art  fituate  in  the  mod  pleafant  fuburb  of  Damaf- 
cus  ;  for  I  have  furveyed  that  city,  and  all  its  precinfts, 
with  no  final!  curiofity  ;  the  houfe  is  encompaffed  with 
lovely  gardens  and  meadows  ;  it  was  formerly  the  feat  of 
Abul  Mecharib,  the  famous  fhcpherd,  who  took  fandtu- 
ary  there  from  the  perfecution  of  Ifmael,  beglerbeg  of 
Diarbekir. 

Thou  knoweft  the  ftory,  and  I  need  fay  no  more  than 
to  wilh  thee  as  good  fortune  in  poflelfing  that  rich  fpot 
of  ground  as  he  had,  who,  as  it  is  recorded  in  the  regifter 
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of  Damafcus,  died  worth  an  hundred  purfes  of  gold,  moll 
of  it  got  by  the  increafe  of  his  cattle  in  thofe  lucky  fields. 

For  my  part,  I  cannot  pretend  to  Ikill  in  thefe  things, 
but  it  appears  to  me  like  a  good  omen  that  thy  predecef- 
for  was  fo  profperous  in  that  farm.  I  advife  thee  to  take 
his  meafures,  and  flock  thy  ground  with  flieep,  oxen,  ca¬ 
mels,  horfes,  and  other  animals  of  profit ;  think  it  no 
fcorn  to  follow  an  employment  ennobled  by  the  examples 
of  Romulus  and  Remus,  the  firfl  founders  of  the  Roman 
empire,  of  Paris  the  fon  of  Priam  us,  of  Anchifes  the  fa¬ 
ther  of  uEneas,  of  Endymion  the  beloved  of  Diana,  who 
were  all  herdfmen  or  fhepherds  ;  fo  was  Polyphemus  and 
Argus,  fo  was  Apollo,  who  tended  the  flocks  of  Adme- 
tus  King  of  Theflaly.  What  fliall  I  fay  of  Mercury,  the 
firfl  inventor  of  the  hautboy,  and  prince  of  fliepherds, 
and  of  Proteus,  another  divinity  ?  Was  not  Ibrahim,  the 
father  of  muffulmans,  a  herdfman,  and  Mofes  the  prophet 
familiar  with  God,  and  David  the  prince  of  poets  ?  In  a 
word,  my  friend,  the  moil  illuftrious  heroes  among  the 
ancient  Greeks,  Romans,  and  other  nations,  were  all 
keepers  of  flieep,  goats,  oxen,  &c.  as  the  Arabians  are 
at  this  day,  with  the  Tartars,  and  other  nations  of  the 
Eaft. 

Do.ubtlefs  the  rural  life,  as  it  is  the  moil  ancient,  fo  it 
affords  the  fincereft  pleafures,  and  mod  unrepented  joys 
in  nature,  provided  a  man  enjoys  it  with  innocence  and 
juflice  ;  but  I  would  have  thee  avoid  the  common  temp¬ 
tations  to  which  this  kind  ®f  life  is  more  expofed  than 
any  other,  that  is,  hunting  and  fowling  ;  thefe  are  really 
deteftable  exercifes,  tragical  fports,  and  altogether  inhu¬ 
man  ;  it  is  a  labour  unworthy  of  man,  to  watch  from  day 
to,  day,  and  one  night  after  another,  the  haunts  of  our 
fellow-animals,  that  we  may  deftroy  them  ;  it  is  a  cruel 
plt^fure  that  muft  be  maintained  at  the  expence  of  fo 
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much  innocent  blood,  and  a  barbarous  triumph,  to  infult 
over  a  poor  mangled  hare,  or  hind,  after  you  have  ha- 
raffed  them  up  and  down  the  country  for  many  hours  to¬ 
gether,  with  an  army  of  dogs  and  men. 

It  is  recorded  that  the  Thebans  were  the  fir  ft  invent¬ 
ors  of  this  unhappy  fpqrt,  a  nation  infamous  for  deceit, 
thefts,  perjuries,  murders,  and  inccfts,  from  whom  it  paff- 
ed  to  the  Phrygians,  a  people  no  lefs  wicked,  but  more 
foolifti  and  eafy,  light  and  credulous,  and  for  that  reafon. 
they  were  defpifed  by  the  Athenians  and  Lacedemonians 
at  firft  ;  however,  thofe  graver  nations  in  a  little  time 
learned  the  trade  of  hunting  of  them,  fo  infectious  is  the 
company  and  very  neighbourhood  of  ill  men,  fo  prevalent 
the  examples  of  fuch  as  are  bold  to  lead  the  way  in  new 
paths  of  vice. 

By  the  God  whom  I  adore,  my  Dgnet,  it  appears  to 
me  fo  foolifti  a  paftime,  an  exercife  fo  unbecoming  the 
majefty  of  a  rational  fpirit,  to  mn  yawling  with  a  parcel 
of  hounds,  perhaps  a  whole  day  together,  after  fome  ti¬ 
morous  animal,  that  I  wonder  men  are  not  afhamed  to 
praftife  it,  efpecially  great  men  and  princes,  who  fliould 
excel  others  in  the  juftice  and  clemency  of  their  nature  j 
yet  thefe  are  molt  guilty  of  rapine,  injuries,  and  fpoil. 

My  dear  friend,  imitate  not  their  pernicious  examples, 
but  tread  in  the  fteps  of  juft  and  holy  men,  whom  the 
birds  and  beafts  would  obey  at  a  nod,  becaufe  they  could 
not  fmell  the  lead  odour  of  evil  in  them.  How  many  pro¬ 
phets  have  been  fed  by  ravens,  hinds,  cats,  and  other  ani¬ 
mals  ?  Nay,  the  very  ferpents  and  dragons  of  the  defart, 
with  the  amphibious  monfters  of  Egypt,  have  quitted 
their  native  venom,  to  ferve  an  innocent  man  ;  and  when. 
Omer  the  caliph  was  hard  purfued  by  a  troop  of  Egyp¬ 
tian  idolaters,  even  to  the  banks  of  the  Nile,  he  com¬ 
manded  a  crocodile,  which  he  fpied  in  the  river,  to  come 
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and  ferry  him  over  on  his  back,  and  the  pious  beaft 
was  obedient  to  his  word  ;  doubtlefs  this  was  a  lingular 
grace  in  the  dumb  creature,  and  he  was  tranflated  to  pa- 
radife,  if  our  dodlors  fay  true. 

Dguet,  Ibid  thee  adieu,  and  wifh  thee  a  plentiful  lnar- 
veft,  which  is  the  moll  feafonable  prayer  I  can  make  for 
thee  at  this  time  of  the  year. 

Paris,  14th  of  the  2d  Moon,  of  the  Year  1679. 


VIII. — To  Achmet  Cupriogli,  the  Mojl  Exalted  and 
Sage  Vifier  Azem. 

T  he  face  of  affairs  here  in  the  Weft  is  now  quite  change 
ed  ;  a  general  peace  is  eftabliihed  between  the  Nazarene 
princes  and  ftates  :  France,  which  a  while  ago  was  at 
mortal  jars  with  the  Hollanders,  Spain,  and  the  German 
empire,  is  lately  reconciled  to  them,  whiift  new  friend- 
ftrips  and  alliances  have  banifhed  all  thoughts  of  former 
Amities  and  feuds.  This  year  commences  a  civil  jubilee 
in  Europe. 

There  has  been  a  treaty  of  peace  in  agitation  at  Nimc- 
guen,  and  conferences  held  about  it  any  time  thefe  four 
or  five  years,  whereof  I  formerly  gave  a  hint  in  one  of 
.my  lettets  to  the  Porte.  The  conclufion  of  it  is  owing 
to  the  powerful  mediation  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain, 
who  is  made  guarantee  of  the  articles  pand  the  fubmiffive 
addreffes  of  the  Bifnop  of  Strafburg  to  the  King  of 
France,  contributed  not  a  little  to  the  univerfal  agree¬ 
ment  ;  for  this  great  monarch  is  flow  in  his  advances  to¬ 
wards  an  accommodation  with  thofe  who  have  injured 
him  or  his  allies ;  he  affefts  to  imitate  the  (lately  referv- 
ednels  of  the  Eaftern  princes,  thinking  his  majefty  would 
be  violated,  Ihonld  he  condefcend  too  foon,  and  on  too 
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cafy  terirs,  to  the  propofals  of  his  neighbours  ;  he  has 
learned  this  from  the  maxims  of  the  fublime  Porte,  the 
refuge  of  mankind,  whofe  arms  are  ever  open  to  receive 
and  embrace  all  that  fue  for  the  Grand  Signior’s  friend¬ 
ship  and  protection,  in  a  way  not  intrenching  on  the 
glory  of  the  Ottoman  houfe,  a  family  deftined  to  fubdue 
the  world. 

This  temper  of  the  French  king  is  fo  well  known  and 
obferved  in  thefe  parts,  that  he  has  got  a  new  character 
by  it  both  among  foreigners  and  thofe  of  his  own  na¬ 
tion  ;  for  they  fpare  not  to  call  him,  The  Moil  Chriftian 
Turk,  by  way  of  mockery  ;  and  this  is  the  fatirical  ftyle 
even  of  his  fubjedls,  in  their  feditious  cabals,  when  they 
are  a  little  warmed  with  wine,  and  each  man  as  great  as 
a  king  himfelf  in  his  own  conceit. 

Bv  the  At'ift  fiafhes  of  lightning,  which  caufe  the  heart 
to  pant,  and  dazzle  the  eyes  of  mortals ;  by  the  aftonifh- 
ing  noife  of  thunder,  which  raifes  the  vapours  of  the 
fpleen,  and  fills  us  with  hypochondriac  dread,  I  fwear  the 
King  of  France  is  a  great  hero,  and  deferves  the  honour 
which  thefe  infidels  have  unfeignedly  done  him,  in  liken¬ 
ing  him  to  the  undoubted  arbiter  of  the  earth  ;  he  really 
determines  the  differences  and  quarrels  of  a  great  part  of 
it ;  and  though  he  be  a  Chrillian  in  profeffion,  and  ftyled, 
The  Eldeft  Son  of  the  Church,  yet  he  is  no  enemy  to' 
the  followers  of  Mahomet,  who  vouchfafe  him  their 
friendfhip  :  Thou  knoweft  he  is  the  moft  primitive  ally  of 
the  Ottoman  empire  among  the  weflern  princes  of  the 
law  of  Jefus  ;  he  has  eftablifhed  a  more  remote  friend- 
fhip,  for  the  fake  of  commerce,  and  fpreading  his  re¬ 
nown,  with  the  Grand  Mogul,  and  the  King  of  Perfia  ; 
his  fqme  flrikes  all  the  Eaft  wfith  admiration  and  refpeft, 
for  they  have  heard  of  his  continual  victories  and  fucceff- 
ful  exploits,  even  to  the  utmoft  borders  of  the  continent  ; 
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yet  the  fame  fortune  procures  him  only  the  fpite  and  en¬ 
vy  of  the  princes  in  the  Weft. 

However,  they  are  glad  to  diflemble  their  malice  at 
this  juncture,  and  enter  into  an  agreement  with  him,  al- 
moft  upon  his  own  teims. 

The  treaty  between  France  and  Holland  was  publilhed 
in  this  city  on  the  firft  of  the  tenth  moon,  the  year  pre  • 
cedent :  Now  to  affure  the  world  that  there  is  a  perfedf 
amity  and  peace,  the  Dutch  have  fent  their  ambaffadors 
extraordinary,  to  acknowledge,  that  the  king  has  prefer¬ 
red  the  repofe  of  Chriitendom  to  the  glory  which  his 
viftorious  arms  acquired  him,  and  that  the  United  States 
of  the  Low  Countries  being  the  firft  who  have  felt  the  ef- 
fe£ts  of  his  generality,  they  thought  themfelveS  obliged 
to  prevent  others  in  the  earlinefs  of  their  application, 
Yefterday  was  alfo  publilhed  the  peace  between  France 
and  the  emperor. 

I  take  my  conge,  moft  magnanimous  vifier,  and  friend 
of  France,  in  the  humbleft  pofture  of  adoration,  wilhing 
thee  honour,  riches,  and  pleafures  which  fhall  have  n# 
end. 

Paris,  27th  of  the  4th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1679. 


IX.— To  Meh  emet,  an  exiled  Eunuch ,  at  jdlcaire  in 
Egypt. 

Th  ere  are  certain  critical  periods  in  our  lives,  whether 
ordained  by  fate,  or  falling  out  in  an  eternal  circulation 
of  chances,  I  am  not  able  to  determine  ;  but  this  I  per¬ 
ceive,  that  at  fuch  feafons,  fomething  very  ftrange  and 
unufual  happens  to  us,  above  or  befide  the  ordinary  courfe 
of  nature,  or  at  leaft  appearing  fo  to  me.  I  will  not 
pretend  to  unravel  the  web  of  deftiny,  or  deferibe  the 
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mcomprehenfible  finenefs  of  that  artifice  which  has  fram¬ 
ed  the  worlds  ;  I  will  not  undertake  to  difcover  the  fe- 
crets  of  God,  the  myfteries  of  nature,  and  thofe  things 
which  are,  under  a  feal,  fhut  up  from  mortals  in  infcruta- 
ble  darknefs ;  I  wall  not,  by  a  vain  prefumption  and  im¬ 
pious  arrogance,  claim  to  myfelf  the  right  of  omnifcience, 
and  dive  into  other  men’s  conftitutions  and  thought  ;  fuf- 
fice  it  that  I  comprehend  my  own. 

Thou  knoweft,  my  Me’nemet,  that  I  have  been  a  man 
of  many  circumftances,  fubjedl  to  various  changes  and 
viciffitudes  in  this  mortal  ftate  ;  my  life  has  been  alter¬ 
nately  checkered  with  good  and  evil ;  virtue  and  vice 
have  had  their  turns  in  the  feries  of  my  adtions,  profpe- 
rity  and  adverfity  in  the  courfe  of  my  years  ;  and  I  would 
fain  find  out  the  man  that  can  with  truth  boaft  the  con¬ 
trary.  Doubtlefs  we  are  all  born  to  the  adventures  w’hich 
happen  in  the  pell-mell  of  human  converfation  :  Fates- 
errant  encounter  one  another ;  fometimes  they  are  agree¬ 
able  and  complaifant  ;  at  other  feafons  they  will  clalh  and 
tilt,  break  lances,  draw  {words,  and  all  the  weapons  of 
nature’s  pride  and  fury  lhall  be  ufed  in  mere  defence  of 
idiofyncrafies,  conceits,  antipathies,  felf-interell,  preferva- 
tion,  or  any  thing  but  w’hat  is  generous  and  good. 

O  horrid  date  of  men  !  a  life  to  be  deplored  beyond 
the  favage  courfe  of  lions,  tigers,  wolves,  and  other 
beafts  of  prey,  who  always',  in  extreme!!  hunger,  fpare 
their  proper  fpecies  !  Yet  man,  in  perfect  wantonnefs, 
devours  his  brother,  and  gloiies  in  his  cruelty  and  in- 
juft  ice. 

As  for  me,  I  have  not  been  guilty  of  any  of  tliefe 
black  crimes,  which  make  a  riot  in  the  tranquillity  of  the 
foul,  difturb  its  peace,  darken  its  light,  and  cover  it  with 
a  cloud  of  guilty,  defperate  thoughts.  No  ;  if  I  have 
been  enemy  to  any  body,  it  has  been  to  myfelf ;  the  very 
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beafts  cannot  challenge  me  with  opprefiion,  or  any  bar* 
barous  ufage  ;  much  lefs  would  I  torment  one  individual 
of  our  human  race  ;  but  I  have  had  my  frailties  as  well 
as  other  men,  and  there  is  all  can  be  laid  of  it.  Thou 
art  acquainted  with  my  temper,  and  nobody  knows  any 
worfe.  It  is  true  I  have  had  to  do  with  abundance  of 
people  in  my  life  time  ;  I  have  bulled  it,  lioned,  lambed, 
and  fometirnes  foxed  it  in  the  world  ;  I  have  always  pur- 
fued  the  chafe  of  nature  ;  come  life,  come  death,  I  have 
made  no  baulks  in  the  appointments  of  fate,  or  ever  put 
the  eternal  deiliny  to  a  hand  ;  I  never  halted,  boggled, 
or  framed  a  {fumble  at  a  genet  ous  and  noble  aflion,  a 
bold  and  godlike  enterprise  ;  but  from  my  cradle  I  dif- 
dained  and  chcriihed  infant  abhorrences  for  an  inhuman, 
barbarous,  perfidious,  cowardly  thought. 

Indeed,  I  have  been  too  great  a  lover  of  good  com¬ 
pany,  too  eafy,  flexible,  and  free  in  drinking  wine,  and 
other  inebriating  liquors,  whofe  life  is  taught  from  hea¬ 
ven,  and  is  the  genuine  product!  of  eternal  reafon  ;  but 
the  excefs  is  fare  derived  from  hell,  the  feat  of  everlafting 
evil,  vanity,  and  error.  And  yet  to  whom,  or  to  what 
cauie  or  principles,  fliall  I  aferibe  the  many  extravagan¬ 
cies  of  this  kind  that  I  have  committed  ?  I,  that  have 
fuffered  the  thaws  of  a  thoufand  putrid  fevers,  let  all 
my  radical,  effential,  neceflary  juices  and  humours, 
(though  never  fo  well  and  firmly  congealed  by  the  force 
of  an  excellent  and  happy  conffitution  of  body)  melt 
and  dilfolve  away,  in  horrid  fluxes,  fweats.  See.  rather 
than  baulk  my  fiiends,  or  the  Grand  Signior’s  caufe, 
rather  than  fneak  away  from  boon  companions,  in  a  prin¬ 
ciple  of  fordid  prudence  !  To  fpeak  all,  I  am  no  ftartsr 
from  the  juice  of  the  grape,  when  it  ishanded-to  me  by 
men  of  fenfe  and  good  humour,,  cfpecially  when  it  is  to 
Serve  my  fovereign  ;  and  I 'know  not  how  to  perform 
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that  fervice  better,  at  fome  times,  thari  by  giving1  nature 
an  efcapade,  as  the  French  call  it,  from  the  too  fevere 
reftraints  of  conftant  fobriety  :  I  was  not  fent  to  Paris, 
that  I  fhould  lead  the  life  of  an  hadgi,  but  to  dive  in¬ 
to  the  fecrets  of  the  infidels,  which  a  man  cannot  do  bet¬ 
ter  than  over  a  glafs  of  generous  wine,  for  that  unlocks 
the  cabinets  of  the  heart,  and  reveals  all  fecrets. 

I  tell  thee  plainly,  Mehemet,  I  drink  wine  liberally 
and  frequently,  finding  no  devil  in  the  quality  of  it,  but 
only  in  the  excefs ;  and’fuch  a  devil  appeared  to  me  lad 
week,  in  the  night-time  ;  I  had  caroufed  it  like  a  Ger¬ 
man  for  fome  whole  days  together,  in  order  to  the  carry¬ 
ing  on  an  intrigue  of  moment,  yet  I  found  myfelf  no 
ways  difordered,  neither  could  any  body  elfe  perceive,  by 
one  falfe  ftep  in  my  carriage,  that  I  was  more  than  ci¬ 
villy  and  cheerfully  elevated. 

It  was  the  hotted  feafon  in  all  the  year,  which  prompt¬ 
ed  me,  and  thofe  that  kept  me  company,  to  regale  our- 
felves  after  the  mod  refrefiiing  manner  we  could  invent  ; 
our  drink  was  an  artificial  mixture  of  the  wine,  water,  the 
juice  of  lemons,  odoriferpus  and  cephalic  herbs,  fruits, 
and  whatfoever  elfe  could  render  it  cooling  and  delicious 
to  the  palate,  medicinal  to  the  brain,  heart,  and  ho¬ 
rn  ach. 

I  will  not  detain  thee  in  impatience  with  any  more 
particularities,  only  1  thought  it  neceffary  to  acquaint 
thee  with  the  method  of  my  drinking,  that  thou  m  aye  ft 
form  the  more  accurate  judgment  on  the  confequence 
which  I  am  going  to  relate. 

It  was  in  the  evening  of  the  day  dedicated  to  Saturn 
by  the  Gentiles  (which  is  the  fame  as  the  Jews  Sabbath) ; 
our  drinking  ended  the  day  before,  and  I,  iri  a  very  me¬ 
lancholy  humour,  went  to  bed  ;  I  flept  till  midnight  pro¬ 
foundly,  but  then  awaiting,  I  was  furprifed  with  the  ap- 
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parition  of  an  old  man,  much  refembling  myfelf ;  he 
feemed  to  look  very  ftudious,  and  full  of  care,  fitting  in 
a  chair,  and  leaning  on  the  table,  in  juft  fuch  an  habit 
as  I  wear,  with  fuch  a  beard,  and  every  thing  that  can 
be  called  my  true  portraiture  ;  I  lay  mufing  and  gazing 
for  the  fpace  of  about  twenty  minutes  on  this  amazing 
objeft ;  I  muftered  up  all  that  little  philofophy  I  am  ma¬ 
iler  of,  to  conhder  the  nature  of  the  phantafm  ;  I  argu¬ 
ed  with  myfelf,  fummoned  all  my  reafon,  fubpcenaed  my 
fenfes*  fat  up  in  the  bed,  took  my  polvita,  reached  my 
head  as  far  as  I  could  without  tumbling  out  of  the  bed, 
and  the  more  I  roufed  myfelf,  the  plainer  did  this  fami¬ 
liar  figure  of  myfelf  appear  by  the  light  of  a  lamp  which 
always  burns  in  my. chamber. 

Yet  being  naturally  incredulous  of  the  common  ftories 
of  ghofts,  apparitions,  hobgoblins,  &c.  I  ftill  fufpeft 
that  I  was  either  all  this  while  in  a  dream,  or  at  leaft,  if 
awake,  that  my  imagination  was  vitiated  and  impofed  up¬ 
on  ;  wherefore,  to  fatiufy  myfelf  more  thoroughly,  I 
jumped  out  of  the  bed ;  no  fooner  had  my  feet  touched 
the  floor  of  the  chamber,  but  a  facred  horror  poffefled 
my  nerves  ;  I  trembled  at  the  now  more  apparent  vifion  ; 
however,  refuming  courage,  and  refigning  myfelf  to  God, 
I  went  forward,  and  approached  fo  near  the  uncouth 
fpedtre,  that  it  was  within  the  reach  of  my  hand,  which 
I  ftretched  forth  to  touch  it,  thinking  this  way  to  unde¬ 
ceive  myfelf ;  but,  O  my  Mchernet !  no  tongue  nor  pen 
can  ever  exprefs  the  dreadful  metamorphofis  I  faw  ;  for 
inftead  of  the  fame  face  which  I  faw  before,  my  eyes 
weie  now  accofted  with  the  dreadful  countenance  of  a 
lion,  gnafhing  his  teeth,  and  darting  perfeft  fparks  of 
fire  from  his  looks,  befides  the  horrid  twirling  of  his 
head,  and  manly  beard,  with  all  the  other  natural  mo¬ 
tions  of.  that  animal  in  its  fiercenefs. 
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I  know  not  what  would  have  become  of  me,  if  a 
good-natured  ape  had  not  come  in  to  my  relief,  who 
peeped  and  grinned  upon  me  over  the  lion’s  flioulders  ; 
nay,  thought  I,  if  you  are-10  merry  in  fuch  company,  I 
will  not  difturb  you,  good  Mr.  Ape  !  and  lo  I  fairly 
took  my  leave,  turned  my  back,  and  went  to  bed  again. 

It  is  my  nature  not  to  be  afraid,  or  fhrink  from  the 
imagination  of  a  ghoft  or  fpe.&re,  or  what  you  pleafe  to 
call  it,  lor  I  am  latisfied  there  is  no  more  than  pure  ima¬ 
gination  in  it ;  but  I  retired  in  complaifance  to  my  own 
•fancy,  which  I  perceived  was  upon  the  creative  frolic  ; 
had  I  flood  ftill,  perhaps  a  dragon  had  darted  next,  or 
'fome  more  dreadful  animal  ;  or  it  is  poffibie  I  had  been 
terrified  with  a  herd  of  lynxes,  leopards,  tigers,  bears,  and 
whatfoever  elfe  is  favage  and  morofe  in  nature  ;  for  I  tell 
thee  I  was  then  in  a  condition  to  paint  the  walls  with 
any  figure  which  Ihould  rife  within  my  overheated 
brains. 

At  fuch  a  time  there  are  emiffions  from  the  eyes,  for¬ 
cible  as  the  pencils  of  a  limner  ;  a,  man’s  fermented  op¬ 
tic  nerves  will  draw  the  portraiture  of  faints  or  devils,  or 
any  thing  that  can  be  named,  except  the  Everla fling 
Source  of  all  things. 

He  indeed  is  altogether  ineffable,  who  cannot  be  ex- 
preffed  by  tongue  or  pen,  or  by  any  other  way,  but  hum¬ 
ble  negatives ;  there  runs  a  filent  fountain  by  the  door  of 
his  tremendous  and  inviolate  recefs,  of  which  the  call  rate 
angels  drink  at  certain  fet  appointed  feafons,  and  then  the 
univerfe  is  all  inebriated  with  the  reverfion  of  his  cup  ; 
for  it  is  the  ceremony  of  the  court  above,  that  he  ihould 
leave  no  fnuffs  or  fupernaculums  behind  him,  but  fcatter 
them  abroad,  to  treat  the  thirfty  world  below.  Blelfed 
is  the  man  who  has  a.  (hare  in  this  celeftial  compota* 
tiom 
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Pardon  me  for  thus  digreffing  in  perftft  piety  ;  for  we 
ought  not  to  name  the  High  and  Holy  One  without  ad¬ 
ditional  reverence. 

In  Ihort,  I  lay  but  the  fpace  of  half  an  hour  gazing 
on  this  odd  kind  of  apparition,  which  had  now  refumed 
my  phyfiognomy  again  ;  at  laid1  it  vanilhed  all  on  a  hid¬ 
den,  whilft  my  eyes  were  intently  fixed  upon  it.  It  is 
impoffible  to  exprefs  exaftly  the-manner  how  it  difappear- 
ed  ;  but  according  to  the  bell  idea,  and  propereft  form 
of  words  I  have,  it  feeined  to  be  difperfed  juft  as  a  fmoke 
or  vapour  is  refolved  or  rarefied  into  the  purer  air,  or  as 
the  moon’s  pale  light,  which  Ihines  within  your  chamber, 
is  unawares  extinguifhed  in  appearance  by  fome  interven¬ 
ing  cloud ;  fo  did  this  fpcdlre  fade  and  melt  away. 

If  thou  wilt  have  my  judgment  in  this  cafe,  1  think 
there  was  nothing  in  it  but  the  pure  force  and  energy  of 
my  over-agitated  fpirits,  which  darted  the  impreffion  of 
their  own  ideas  on  the  next  folid  body  that  was  within 
the  fphere  of  their  activity  :  The  air  itfelf  at  fuch  a  time 
is  more  than  ordinary  flexible  and  duftile  ;  it  yields  by 
fympathy,  and  is  conformable  to  the  tranfient  image;  it 
helps  to  patch  up  the  defe&s  and  ragged  forms  of  our 
frail  fancies ;  millions  of  atoms  run  to  relieve  the  weaken¬ 
ed  half-fpent  efflux  of  their  attradlive  and  magnetic  kin¬ 
dred  particles  ;  pell-mell  they  ruflr  together,  yet  fall  into 
their  proper  ranks  without -diforder  or  confufion  ;  every 
one  Hops  a  gap,  prevents  a  vacuum,  and  fo  the  abortive 
figure  is  completed..  Nature  is  fometimes  pleafed  thus  to 
divert  herfelf  with  lirange  chimeras  ;  even  fo  this  world 
of  ours  was  formed,  if  we  may  believe  Democritus  and 
Epicurus. 

Thou  and  I,  my  dear  Meheraet,  are  but  two  different 
lumps  of  particles,  tacked  and  Hitched  and  glewed  to¬ 
gether  by  the  birdlime  of  chance. 
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I  wifh,  when  that  g!ew  {hall  be  duTolved,  we  may  {cam¬ 
per  at  large  in  the  endlefs  element  of  light. 

Paris,  3d  of  the  7th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1679. 


X.—To  the  t’A  LIDESQUER  of  Romsti. 

M  v  rnind  is  at  tills  time  in  an  aftral  difpofition,  as  they' 
c  11  it,  tender,  and  receptive  of  any  impreffions  j  I  am 
like  a  young  libertine  newly  converted  from  his  lewd 
courfes  and  impiety,  whole  heart  a  devout  compun&ion 
and  remorfe  of  fin  has  foftened,  opened,  and,  as  it  were, 
duTolved  like  wax,  fo  that  it  becomes  equally  capable  of 
any  new  (lamp,  whether  of  vice  or  virtue.  Thus  pliable 
and  ductile  am  I  at  prefent,  through  a  kind  of  fatal  fu> 
pinenefs  or  inadlivity  of  fpirit,  which  takes  from  me  the 
power  of  forming  one  fubftantial,  lively  thought  of  my 
own,  or  exerting  any  ftrong  and  laborious  a£I  of  reafon, 
yet  at'the  fame  time  lays  me  open  to  the  invafion  of  all 
foreign  ideas,  and  expofes  me  to  be  taken  captive  by  e- 
very  bold  argument,  or  fiy  ambufir  of  human  fophiftry.. 
In  a  word,  I  am  of  a  fudden  fo  weak  and  unmortified, 
that  I  dare  not  enter  the  field  of  religious  eontroverfies, 
or  fo  much  as  ftand  and  behold  the  battle  between  the 
different  fedls  that  are  perpetually  difputing  agaiftft  one 
another  in  the  world,  left  a  random  fhot  from  one  party 
or  other  fhould  reach  my  unguarded  foul,  and  give  my 
intelledl  a  mortal  wound. 

Forbearing  therefore  to  enlarge  in  giving  thee  a  parti¬ 
cular  account  of  all  the  nice  differences  that  are  of  late 
years  fprung  up  among  thefe  weftern  infidels,  in  matters 
of  opinion  and  church  difeipline,  I  will  on'y  inform  thee 
in  fiiort,  that  thofe  who  firft  revolted  from  the  Bifhop  of 
Rome,  ftill  retained  an  inviolable  attach  and  dutiful  reve- 


Book  ill. 


A  SPY  AT  PARIS. 


1 3  5 

fence  for  their  own  national  bifhops,  fubmitting  to  their 
conduct,  and  owning  them  as  fathers  and  guides  of  their 
refpetlive  churches. 

But  as  there  is  no  end  of  divifions,  when  once  the  uni¬ 
ty  of  a  people  is  broken,  which  is  the  only  cement  that 
fallens  all  focieties,  fo  this  firll  feparation  from  the  Ro¬ 
man  epifcopacy  foon  begat  another  from  all  epifcopacy 
in  general,  through  moll  of  the  reformed  or  Protellant 
nations  in  Europe,  efpecially  in  Scotland,  the  theatre  of 
many  bickerings  and  animalities  on  this  account,  of 
•  bloody  combats,  and  civil  wars,  and  finally,  now  in  this 
year,  the  liage  of  a  barbarous  murder  committed  on  the 
perfon  of  the  chief  mufti,  or  archbilhop  of  that  nation. 

He  was  a  man  of  an  accurate  and  extraordinary  fpirit, 
and  in  his  very  youth  gave  early  marks  of  a  refined  ge¬ 
nius  in  fciences,  to  which  he  brought  no-finall  reputation 
and  honour  through  the  vallnefs  of  his  abilities,  his 
profound  judgment,  and  dexterous  fagacity  in  all  things 
that  he  undertook. 

This  is  the  charafler  given  him  by  thofe  of  his  nation 
refident  here  in  Paris,  of  whom  there  are  always  great 
numbers  ;  and  the  Kings  of  France  were  formerly  never 
without  a  feleft  guard  of  Scots  about  their  perfons 
which  cuftom  had  been  obferved  ever  fince  the  reigus  of 
Charles  the  Great,  and  of  Achaius  King  of  the  Scots, 
between  whom  this  was  agreed  upon  in  a  folemn  league, 
and  was  obferved  through  the  reigns  of  on'e-and-forty 
Kings  of  France,  and  fix-and-forty  of  Scotland.  The 
Scots  alfo  ufed  to  fend  them  auxiliary  forces  in  time  of 
war  ;  nay,  fo  great  was  the  affection,  and  fo  conllant  the 
fidelity  of  that  people  to  the  French,  that  when  at  one 
time  a  war  has  threatened  France,,  they  have  drawn  ii  in¬ 
to  their  own  country,  have  fuffered  the  lofs  of  ten  thou- 
fand  men  in  one  battle,  and  feen  their  king  taken  cap- 


LETTERS  WRITTEN  BY 


Vol.  VIII. 


136 

tive  ;  at  another  time,  fighting  for  the  French  againftthe 
Enghlh,  though  inhabiting  the  fame  ifland  with  them- 
felves,  they  have  had  fourteen  thoufand  of  their  foldiers, 
with  their  king,  killed  upon  the  fpot. 

And  that  nothing  might  be  wanting  to  confirm  and  e~ 
ftablilh  the  friendfliip  of  nations,  it  was  cuftomary  to 
make  reciprocal  marriages  one  with  another,  that  fo  the 
French  and  Scots  blood  might  be  mutually  mixed  in 
both  countries. 

Th  us  ‘Lewis  XI.  when  he  was  Dauphin  of  France, 
married  Margaret,  daughter  of  James  I.  King  of  Scot-, 
land  ;  at  which  time  the  grandees  and  courtiers  of  France, 
in  imitation  of  the  dauphin’s  example,  (fuch  is  the  force 
of  French  complaifance)  married  above  an  hundred  and 
forty«*Scots  ladies  of  illufirious  birth  and  quality,  among 
whom  were  two  fillers  of  the  Scots  queen,  one  becom¬ 
ing  wife  to  the  Duke  of  Little  Bretagne,  the  other  to 
the  Count  of  Flanders  :  The  Scots  nobility,  on  the  o- 
ther  hand,  married  many  French  ladies  of  great  extrac¬ 
tion,  tranfporting  them  to  Scotland,  where  they  fettled 
and  bore  children. 

The  Kings  of  France  being  moved  with  gratitude  for 
the  frequent  aids  and  good  offices  they  received  from  the 
Scots,  as  alfo  regarding  the  Ioffes  which  the  Scots  had 
fuftained  in  their  quarrels,  and  the  ftridl  affinities  that 
wer.e  made  between  the  princes,  nobles,  and  other  people 
of  both  nations,  refolved  to  teftify  to  the  world  how  ac¬ 
ceptable  this  obfequioufnefs  of  the  Scots  was  to  them, 
by  honouring  them  with  benefits  and  privileges  above  all 
other  nations. 

Therefore,  fome  of  the  Scots  grandees  were  made 
great  conftables  of  France,  which  is  the  greateft  office 
and  dignity  in  the  kingdom,  next  to  that  of  the  fove- 
rcignty  itfelf ;  others  were  made  marlhals,  dukes,  and 
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peers  of  France,  generals  of  the  French  armies,  viceroys 
of  tributary  provinces  and  kingdoms  :  All  the  Scots  in 
general  were  had  in  high  honour  and  efteem  at  the  French 
court,  and  enjoyed  the  fame  rights  and  immunities  as  the 
very  natives  themfelves,  by  the  fpecial  grant  of  Henry 
II.  but  with  this  condition,  that  they  fhould  perfevere 
in  their  fidelity  and  friendfhip  to  the  French,  and  that  the 
French  who  dwelt  in  any  part  of  Scotland  Ihould  enjoy 
the  fame  rights  and  privileges  as  the  natives  of  the  coun¬ 
try.  The  Parliament  of  Paris  fubfcribed  to  this  grant, 
and  it  was  confirmed  by  Henry  IV.  about  the  year  1599. 

Likewife  Charles  XI.  confirmed  to  the  Scots  mer¬ 
chants  all  thofe  privileges  and  immunities  which  their  an- 
ceftors  had  enjoyed,  that  they  Ihould  be  free  from  all 
exactions,  impofts,  and  cuftoms,  which  are  ufually  paid 
for  merchandifes. 

As  to  the  original  rife  of  the  Scots  guards  about  the 
French  king’s  perfon,  I  will  tell  thee  as  briefly  as  I  can. 

Lewis,  who  acquired  the  title  of  faint,  for  warring  in 
perfon  again!!  the  muffulmans,  when  he  marched  towards 
Paleftine,  appointed  four-and-twenty  Scots  foldiers  to 
have  the  guard  of  his  perfon  night  and  day  ;  Charles  V. 
augmenting  their  number  to  feventy-fix,  yet  ftill  referv- 
ing  this  honour  for  the  fir!!  four-and-twenty,  that  they 
fhould  have  the  command  of  the  reft. 

Thus  the  cuftody  of  the  king’s  body  remained  with 
the  Scots  for  the  fpace  of  feventy  years  and  upwards ; 
Charles  VII.  being  willing  to  oblige  the  French,  appoint¬ 
ed  a  guard  of  them  to  be  about  his  perfon  under  one 
ftandard  ;  Lewis  X.  added  another  ftandard  ;  and  Fran¬ 
cis  I.  adjoined  a  third  ;  but  without  intrenching  on  the 
prerogatives  of  the  twenty-four  Scots,  which  they  ftill 
enjoyed  by  right  of  antiquity  and  prefeription,  as  alio  by 
the  fandtion  of  St.  Lewis,  for  whom  the  French  profefs 
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a  great  veneration.  Thefe  twenty-four  Scots  kept  the 
keys  c£  the  royal  palace  after  fun-fet ;  they  alone  guard¬ 
ed  the  king  when  he  was  in  the  temple  at  mafs ;  they  a- 
lone  carried  the  king,  when  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  the 
ceremonies  of  itate  required  him  to  he  carried  on  men’s 
Ihoulders ;  they  guarded  the  ihips  when  the  king  went 
by  water ;  and  to  them  were  the  keys  of  every  town  de¬ 
livered  through  which  the  king  palled  in  his  travels  by 
land,  with  many  other  lingular  honours. 

But  after  the  death  of  Henry  II.  when  the  Earl  of 
Montgomery,  the  laft  commander  of  the  Scots  guards, 
was  removed  from  his  office,  and  a  French  officer  placed 
.over  them  in  his  head,  that  command  always  fell  into  the 
hands  of  Frenchmen,  who  by  degrees  fubftituting  thofe 
of  their  own  nation  in  the  room  of  the  Scots  who  died, 
it  came  to  pafs  at  length  that  there  remained  but  a  very 
few  Scots  in  the  guards,  and  thofe  were  bereft  of  all  their 
ancient  privileges. 

Pardon  this  tedious  digreffion,  great  patriarch  of  the 
faithful,  fince  it  contains  fome  curious  memoirs  in  it ;  and 
I  naturally  fell  into  it  by  fpeaking  of  the  Scots,  who  are 
very  numerous  in  Paris  to  this  day,  and  from  whom  I 
learned  the  foregoing  character  of  their  murdered  arch- 
bifhop,  who  was  the  prime  patriarch  of  all  the  land,  hi* 
ordinary  title  being  Arcnbilhop  o£  St.  Andrews. 

This  great  and  higheft  eccleliaftical  dignity  was  given 
him  by  the  prefent  King  of  England,  at  his  return  from 
a  twelve  years  exile,  as  a  debt  to  his  great  abilities,  and 
a  reward  of  his  merits  and  fervices,  in  labouring  might 
und  main  to  effedl  the  king's  reftoration. 

From  the  moment  that  he  acquired  this  honour,  fuch 
as  were  equally  enemies  to  the  government  of  kings  and 
bifhops  perfecuted  him  with  flanders  and  invedlives ;  the 
ftreets  fwarmed  with  libels  againit  him,  and  men's  tongues 
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were  as  bufy  ns  their  pens  in  railing  at  him,  beeaufe'he 
was  .efolved  to  endeavour  his  utmoft  that  epifcopacy 
might  be  reftored  in  Scotland  as  it  was  in  England, 
though  it  had  been  fubverted  in  both  nations  during  the 
ufurpation  of  Oliver  the  tyrant.  It  was  this  drew  upon 
him  the  malice  and  revenge  of  tjie  feditious,  and  they 
fparea  not  in  public  to  threaten  his  death  ;  nay,  fome 
years  before  he  was  murdered,  one  of  thefe  furiofos  fhot 
at  him  in  the  open  ftreets  of  Edinburgh,  but  miffed  him  ; 
then  the  feditious  publifhed  libels,  wherein  they  gloried 
in  the  attempt,  and  only  were  forry  that  it  took  not  ef- 
fjetl  ;  they  alfo  prophefied  that  he  fhould  die  a  violent 
death  ;  and  it  was  eafy  for  them  to  prefage  this  which 
they  were  refolved  to  execute  themfelves. 

Accordingly  in  the  3d  and  4th  moons  of  this  year, 
they  were  ready  to  give  the  fatal  blow,  but  his  watchful- 
nefs  prevented  them  ;  however,  on  the  3d  of  the  moon  of 
May,  as  he  was  travelling  with  his  eldeft  daughter  in  his 
coach,  with  two  or  three  fervants  attending  him,  he  was 
fet  upon  at  mid-day  by  nine  of  thefe  religious  ruffians, 
who  having  iirft  wounded  his  beloved  daughter,  to  en* 
hance  his  dying  grief,  then  hacked  and  hewed  him  in  a 
butcherly  and  barbarous  manner,  till  at  length  they  left- 
him  dead  on  the  fpot. 

Venerable  cadilefquer,  .1  pray  God  defend  thee  from 
popular  envy,  malice,  and  revenge,  from  the  wounds 
given  by  the  pens  of  libellers,  and  the  tongues  of  the 
Ipiteful ;  but  above  all,  I  pray  Heaven  guard  thee  from 
being  maffacred  by  religious  affaffins  and  bloody  zealots 

Paris,  17th  of  the  pth  Moon,  of  tire  Year  1679. 
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XI. — To  He  BA  toll  A,  jjfi'r  ^4rgun,  Superior  of  the  Der- 
Tfes  at  Cogni  in  Natolia. 

Doubtless  there  never  was  any  creature  formed  of 
fklh  and  blood  comparable  to  the  Meffias,  no  mortal  like 
the  Son  of  Mary ;  Jefus  was  replenished  with  all  the  natu¬ 
ral  excellencies  and  perfections  ot  the  univerfe. 

I  am  not  fo  profane  or  prefumptuous  as  to  think  or 
fay  any  thing  in  contempt  of  Mahomet,  though  I  take 
the  liberty  to  celebrate  the  high  praiies  of  the  Word  In¬ 
carnate,  the  firlt-born,  and  moil  illultrious  of  all  beings 
on  this  fide  the  Eternal  Father  ;  the  Holy  Ghoft  itfelf 
comes  behind  him. 

When  the  Everlafting  Intellect  had  from  indeterminate 
ages  lain  dreaming  on  the  foft  and  downy  bed  of  chaos, 
er  the  firfl  matter,  in  the  grand  cabin  of  uncircumfcribed 
darknefs,  and  enveloped  with  the  curtains  of  old  night ; 
when  he  had  tumbled,  tolled,  and  rolled  from  fide  to  fide; 
when  he  had  ilretched  his  endlefs  limbs  for  eafe,  to  feek 
one  corner  of  the  infinite  expanfe,  where  he  might  abate 
the  fempiternal  heat  of  love,  at  laft  he  fixed  his  foot  up¬ 
on  the  cool  idea  of  this  world  of  ours. 

Then  fprang  the  Word  from  the  all-fertile  womb  ;  the 
melancholy  fad  abyfs  rejoiced  ;  for  in  the  Word  wa3 
light  and  life,  which  darting  through  the  eternal  heap 
of  fluggifii  ard  inactive  matter,  with  divine  chemiftiy 
firll  drew  an  extract  of  the  pure  11  parts  which  formed  the 
firmament ;  next  ro:e  the  fun,  the  moon,  and  liars,  and 
then  the  grolfer  elements,  with  all  their  different  pro¬ 
ductions. 

Thefe  are  the  generations  of  the  univerfe,  when  Gcd 
made  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  and  the  angels  llarted 
out  of  the  grand  energy  like  volatile  lpirits  from  Balneo 
Maria?. 
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All  things  vifible  and  invifible  proceed  from  the  Word, 
and  the  moll  excellent  of  created  beings  owe  their  origi¬ 
nal  to  him  that  was  the  only  instrument  by  which  the 
Eternal  Architect  contrived  and  framed  this  valt  machine, 
fo  incomprehenfible  and  glorious. 

O  Hebatoila  !  who  can  enough  admire  this  mighty 
product  of  the  Eternal  Mind  ?  And  yet  the  greateft  and 
moll  excellent  threatre  of  beings  is  hid  from  mortal  eyes. 
Therefore  leaving  thole  high  and  lofty  fpeculatidns,  let 
us  defcend  to  the  Word  Incarnate,  or  the  Breath  of  God, 
walking  and  converfing  on  earth  with  men,  in  the  hum¬ 
ble  difguife  of  flefli  and  blood.  The  fame  was  the  Mef- 
fias  of  the  Chriftans,  as  the  alcoran  in  feveral  places  affures 
us,  and  the  Chriftian  gofpel  of  the  Eagle  confirms  it, 
where  it  fays,  “  In  the  beginning  was  the  Word,  and 
the  Word  was  with  God,  &c.  and  the  Word  became 
flefii,  and  pitched  his  tent  among  us.” 

Doubtlefs  he  was  conceived  of  the  Virgin  Mary  by  the 
fin  ell  of  that  rofe  which  the  angel  Gabriel  brought  to 
her  from  paradife  ;  for  lie  was  not  begot  by  the  will  of 
man,  or  through  the  iuft  of  concupifcen'ce,  but  by  a  hid¬ 
den  infufion  of  the  divine  virtue.  The  power  of  the  Om¬ 
nipotent  overlhadowed,  furprifed,  and  ravifhed  the  holy 
maid  in  a  tranfport  of  joy  ;  file  took  the  flower  from  the 
hand  of  Gabriel,  which  fhe  had  no  fooner  fmelt  to,  but 
file  was  ready  to  diffolve  and  faint  away  in  an  ecflacy  of 
love;  but  the  angel  cheriflied  her  with  comfortable  words, 
and  file  became  refigned  to  the  wall  of  the  All-meiciful  and 
Gracious. 

At  the  end  of  nine  months  Jefus  was  born  of  her,  not 
after  the  manner  of  other  children  ;  for  as  the  book  of 
myfterious  fecrets  tells  us,  “  He  came  forth  from  be¬ 
tween  her  breads,  wrapt  up  in  a  mantle  of  aromatic 
rofes.” 
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^  The  daughters  of  paradife  came  down  and  waited  on 
the  virgin  mother,  at  the  hour  of  her  unfpeakable  child¬ 
birth  ;  they  took  the  holy  infant  in  their  arms,  and  o- 
ver  the  vefture  of  his  nativity  they  put  on  garments 
brought  from  Eden,  robes  of  their  own  handiwork,  arid 
then  they  fed  him  with  the  wine  and  milk  of  paradife  ; 
after  they  had  performed  what  was  neceflary  to  the  in¬ 
fant  Meffias,  and  his  immaculate  mother,  the  heavenly 
maids  returned  to  their  blifsful  feats  above,  and  fent 
down  Ariel,  with  a  choir  of  angels,  to  declare  the  birth 
of  Jefus  to  this  world  below,  and  to  celebrate  the  high 
praifes  of  God  :  They  were  feen  in  the  upper  regions  of 
the  air,  by  certain  ffiepherds  who  watched  the  flocks  by 
night  ;  their  voices  were  alfo  heard  from  afar,  chanting 
aloud  the  hymns  of  Eden,  and  the  feieci  anthems  of  p;i- 
radife  ;  great  was  the  aftonilhment  of  thofe  rude  and  ig- 
norant  mortals ;  their  eyes  were  dazzled  at  the  luftre  of 
the  heavenly  troop,  and  their  ears  were  ravifhed  with  the 
fuperlative  fweetnefs  of  the  mufic  ;  thofe  that  were  upon 
the  roads  of  Judea,  the  caravans  of  Arabia,  Syria,  'and 
Egypt,  the  travellers  from  Damafeus,  Tyre,  and  Sidon, 
faw  the  furprifmg  vifion  ;  they  were  equally  feized  with 
wonder  and  joy  ;  they  heard  the  harmonious  tongues  of 
angels  warbling  forth  immortal  melodies  ;  then  their 
hearts  melted  within  them,  and  they  proft rated  themfelves 
On  the  earth,  and  praifed  the  Moft  High,  the  King  of 
all  things. 

The  fame  of  fuch  extraordinary  events  foon  fpread 
through  the  adjacent  regions,  and  to  the  utmofl  borders 
of  the  South  :  The  Magi  of  Perfia  made  a  pilgrimage  to 
Bethlehem,  to  viflt  the  infant  Meffias ;  they  fell  down  at 
the  feet  of  the  holy  babe,  prefenting  him  with  gifts,  gold, 
incenfe,  and  myrrh. 
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Thus  Jefus  grew  up,  increafing  in  wifdom,  knowledge, 
and  virtue. 

I  will  not  run  over  the  hiftory  of  his  life,  having  done  , 
that  already  in  one  of  my  former  letters  to  thee  ;  all  that 
I  aim  at  in  this  difpatch,  is,  to  teftify  the  profound  ve¬ 
neration  I  have  for  that  molt  Holy  Prophet,  who  was  no 
other  than  the  breath  and  word  of  God  incarnate.  It 
becomes  all  good  muffulmans  to  fpeak  of  him  with  ho¬ 
nour  and  reverence,  for  he  is  feated  on  high,  and  in  para- 
dife,  where  are  the  approaches  to  God. 

O  Hebatolla  !  pray  for  Mahmut,  that  the  entangle¬ 
ments  of  this  mortal  life  may  not  hinder  him  from  fit¬ 
ting  with  Jefus  and  Mahomet  in  the  kingdom  ofeverlaft 
ing  blifs. 

Paris,  15th  of  the  icth  Moon,  of  the  Year  1679. 


XII. — To  Kerker  Hassan,  Bajfa. 

Thou  required;  an  account  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  Eng¬ 
land,  with  a  character  of  their  king,  in  regard  ^there  are 
various  rumours  among  the  merchants  at  the  imperial  ci¬ 
ty,  of  certain  commotions  and  rebellious  efiays  of  mal¬ 
contents  in  that  ifland. 

The  name  of  the  king'  who  reigns  there  at  prefent  is 
Charles  II.  eldeft  fon  of  Charles  I.  and  heir  apparent  of 
the  Britifh  crowns  ;  for  his  empire  confifts  of  three  king¬ 
doms,  which  he  has  in  aftual  poffefiion,  befides  many  vaft 
territories  and  dominions  in  America,  not  to  infill  on  his 
titular  claim  to  the  realm  of  France. 

He  is  a  prince  of  great  wit  and  policy,  nor  of  lefs  cou¬ 
rage  where  a  juft  occafion  requires  the  difcovery  of  that 
virtue  ;  he  underwent  innumerable  hardfhips  and  misfor¬ 
tunes  during  his  twelve  years  exile  from  his  native  throne. 
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forced  to  fly  into  foreign  countries  by  a  prevailing  faftion 
of  rebels,  tyrants,  and  ufurpers  ;  of  humour  debonair  and 
amorous ;  much  addicted  to  wine  and  women  ;  munifi¬ 
cent  in  his  gifts  and  rewards  to  p^rfons  of  merit,  and  to 
thofe  who  have  the  happinefs  to  pleafe  him  in  his  recrea¬ 
tions,  efpecially  to  his  concubines,  who  are  moil  of  them 
nobly  extratted.  By  thefe  females  he  has  had  feveral 
fons,  who  are  all  dukes  and  peers  of  the  realm  ;  he  is  in 
peace  with  all  the  world  abroad,  except  the  Moors  of 
Sallee ;  yet  this  prince  cannot  be  called  happy,  in  that 
he  is  harafled  at  home  by  domeftic  feditions,  factions, 
plots,  and  confpiracies  of  his  own  fubjetts. 

Here  is  a  report  that  the  Roman  catholics  of  that  na¬ 
tion  have  lately  attemped  to  take  away  the  life  of  this 
monarch  ;  whilft  others  fay  this  accufation  is  forged  by 
their  enemies,  to  render  them  odious,  and  that  to  this 
end  they  have  fuborned  falfe  witnefles  to  fwear  againft 
them.  One  does  not  know  what  to  believe  among  fo 
many  contrary  rumours  ;  neither  does  it  much  concern 
us  that  are  muflulrnans,  whether  party  of  thefe  infidels  be 
right  or  wrong. 

This  prince,  as  I  have  faid  before,  has  feveral  nations 
under  his  dominion,  and  it  is  thought  he  fcarce  knows 
the  juft  extent  of  his  territories  in  America:  There  is  a 
region  in  that  continent  inhabited  by  a  people  whom  they 
call  Tufcoraras  and  Doegs  ;  their  language  is  the  fame 
as  is  fpoken  by  the  Britifh,  or  Welfh,  a  nation  that  for¬ 
merly  pofieffed  all  ' the  ifland  of  Great  Britain,  but  were 
by  degrees  driven  out  of  it  into  a  mountainous  corner  of 
the  ifland,  where  their  pofterity  remain  to  this  day. 

Thole  Tufcoraras  and  Doegs  of  America  are  thought 
to  defcend  from  them,  being  the  pofterity  of  fuch  as  fol¬ 
lowed  the  fortune  of  one  Madoc,  a  Britifh  prince,  who, 
about  five  or  fix  hundred  years  ago,  being  difeontented  at 
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home,  refolved  to  feek  adventures  abroad;  wherefore,  be¬ 
ing  provided  with  Blips,  men,  and  all  other  neceffaries,  he 
made  a  voyage  towards  the  Weft  over  the  Atlantic  ocean, 
not  knowing  what  would  be  the  event  of  his  undertaking  ; 
however,  the  moon  hadfcarce  twice  completed  her  voyage 
through  the  zodiac,  when  an  end  was  put  to  his  on  the 
fea,  by  landing  in  America,  where  he  planted  a  colony 
of  Britons,  and  then  returned  to  his  native  country;  but 
foon  after  he  put  to  fea  again,  and  failed  dire&Iy  to  the 
fame  place.  What  became  of  him  afterwards  is  not  cer¬ 
tainly  known  ;  but  the  inhabitants  of  that  province  have 
a  tradition,  “  that  he  lived  to  a  great  age,  and  faw  his 
people  multiplied  to  many  thoufands  before  he  died 
For  in  the  fecond  voyage  he  carried  over  Britifh  women 
with  him  for  the  fake  of  pofterity.  They  fhow  his  tomb 
to  this  day,  with  beads,  crucifixes,  and  other  relics. 

It  is  certain  that  when  the  Spaniards  firft  conquered 
Mexico,  they  were  furprifed  to  hear  the  inhabitants  dif- 
courfe  of  a  ftrange  people  that  formerly  came  thither  in 
corraughs,  who  taught  them  the  knowledge  of  God  and 
of  immortality,  inftrufted  them  alfo  in  virtue  and  moralF 
ty>  au^  prefcribed  holy  rites  and  ceremonies  of  religion. 
It  is  remarkable  alfo,  what  an  Indian  king  faid  to  a  Spa¬ 
niard,  viz.  “  That  in  foregoing  ages,  a  ftrange  people  ar¬ 
rived  there  by  fea,  to  whom  his  anceftors  gave  hofpitable 
entertainment,  in  regard  they  found  them  men  of  wit  and 
courage,  endowed  alfo  with  many  other  excellencies;  but 
he  could  give  no  account  of  their  original  or  name.”  And 
Montezuma,  Emperor  of  Mexico,  told  Fernando  Cortez, 
the  Spanifh  king’s  amballador,  and  general  in  thofe  parts, 
“  That  his  own  anceftors  landed  there  as  ftrangers,  bein- 
conducted  by  a  certain  great  man,  who  tarried  there  °a 
while,  and  then  departed,  having  left  a  conftderable  num- 
ber  of  his  followers  behind  him :  After  a  year,  he  re- 
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turned  again  with  a  greater  company  ;  and  that  from  him 
the  Emperors  of  Mexico  derived  their  pedigree,  and  his 
fubjedts  from  the  reft.”  The  Britifh  language  is  fo  pre¬ 
valent  here,  that  the  very  towns,  bridges,  beafts,  birds, 
rivers,  hills,  See.  are  called  by  Britifh  or  Welfh  names; 
and  a  certain  inhabitant  of  Virginia  (a  place  fubjedt  to 
the  King  of  Great  Britain)  ftraggh'ng  not  long  ago  into 
the  wildernefs,  by  chance  fell  among  a  people,  who,  ac¬ 
cording  to  fome  law  of  cuftom  of  theirs,  condemned  him 
to  death,  when  he,  in.  the  hearing  of  them,  made  his 
prayer  to  God  in  the  Britifh  tongue,  upon  which  he  was 
releafed. 

Who  can  tell  the  various  tranfmigratiofis  of  mortals 
©n  earth,  or  trace  out  the  true  originak  of  any  people  ? 
The  whole  globe  has  fuffered  divers  changes,  and  every 
particular  nation  has  had  its  metempfyehofis.  What 
grows  obfolete  and  antiquated  in  one  country  becomes  a 
new  aifeovery  in  another  ;  the  houfes  of  the  living  are 
built  on  the  bGnes  of  the  dead  ;  children  lay  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  their  grandeur  in  the  ruin  of  their  fathers  ;  and 
the  generations  to  come  will  pradtife  this  chemiflry  on 
our  relics  that  are  now  living;  they  will  extradl  their  for¬ 
tune  out  of  our  allies. 

By  the  white  flone  which  Adam  brought  with  him 
out  of  paradife,  and  which  fell  by  inheritance  to  Abra¬ 
ham,  Ifmael,  and  his  offspring  for  ever;  that  flone  which 
at  this  day  lies  under  the  mofque  at  Mecca,  and  grows 
black  by  the  touch  of  Turners  ;  I  fwear  the  Arabians  are 
an  aboriginal  people,  a  nation  eftablifhed  from  all  antiqui¬ 
ty,  a  flayed  race,  not  canted  up  and  down  hither  and  thi¬ 
ther  by  every  caprice  of  fortune. 

Wherefore  be  affured,  noble  Arab,  that  befides  my 
particular  obligations,  I  honour  thee  for  the  fake  of  thy 
defeent,  thy  purified  blood,  and  pacific  temper  ;  wifhing 
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for  nothing  more  ardently  than  the  happinefs. of  biffing* 
the  border  of  thy  veil  in  this  life,  or  at  leaf!  of  feeing 
thee  in  the  paradife  of  perpetual  veil,  from  whence  there 
are  no  farther  tranfmigrations. 

Paris,  2d  of  the  nth  Moon,  of  the  Year  1679. 


XIII. — To  the  m.ojl  magnanimous  and  invincible  Vifier 

Azem. 

In  the  4th  moon  of  thisyear,  I  fent  thee  an  account  of 
the  treaties  concluded  and  publiihed  between  France  and 
the  Hollanders,  as  alfo  of  a  peace  eftabliihed  with  the 
German  empire  ;  now  I  ihall  acquaint  thee  that  a  like  a- 
greement  is  publiihed  with  Spain  ;  the  two  haughty  mo* 
narchs  feetn  perfectly  reconciled  ;  and  to  convince  the 
world  that  they  are  fo  really,  the  King  of  Spain  has  mar¬ 
ried  this  king’s  daughter. 

The  Marquis  de  los  Balbafes  made  his  public  entry  In¬ 
to  Paris  on  the  1  ith  of  the  6th  moon,  in  quality  of  am* 
baffador-extraordinary  from  the  catholic  King  ;  and  his 
chief  bufinefs  was,  to  teftify  the  fincere  joy  and  fatisfac- 
tion  his  mailer  took  in  the  hopes  he  had  of  feeing  a  laft- 
ing  peace  fettled,  not  only  between  thefe  two  crowns,  but 
alfo  throughout  Europe;  that  fo  the  Chriftian  princes, 
who fe  arms  had  been  hitherto  employed  againii  one  ano¬ 
ther,  to  the  general  detriment  of  Chriftendom,  might  now 
be  united  againft  the  common  enemy,  by  which  he  meant 
the  faithful  Ofrnans.  In  order  to  this,  he  defsred  that 
the  daughter  of  France  might  be  given  to  his  mailer  in 
marriage,  as  a  confirmation  of  the  peace  between  them. 

This  was  foon  granted  him  ;  and  the  news  was  no 
fooner  arrived  at  Madrid,  but  the  Spaniih  king  exprefled 
•a  more  than  common  complacency,  caufing  their  Te  Deum 
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to  be  publicly  Tung,  to  give  God  thanks  for  fo  great  a 
happinefs.  The  ftreets  of  Madrid  were  illuminated  alfo 
with  all  manner  of  fire-works  ;  but  the  ceremony  of  be¬ 
trothing  was  not  performed  till  the  8th  moon  ;  it  was 
done  at  Fontainbleau,  the  court  being  there  at  that  time, 
and  the  Marquis  de  los  Balbafes  was  the  King  of  Spain’s 
proxy.  After  which  time,  Mademoifelle,  as  they  called 
her  before,  held  her  rank  at  court  as  Queen  of  Spain  ; 
and  in  that  quality  flic  received  the  compliments  and  ad- 
dreffes  of  the  Archbiflnop  of  Paris,  at  the  head  of  his  chap¬ 
ter  ;  as  alfo  of  the  parliament,  the  chamber  of  accounts, 
the  court  of  aids,  the  court  of  moneys,  the  univerfity,  and 
fo  of  the  great  council,  and  the  French  academy.  Now 
this  great  prir.cefs  is  gone  towards  Spain,  to  take  poffef- 
fton  of  her  new  royalty,  which  is  no  better  than  a  fplen- 
did  lervitude  or  glorious  imprifonment  during  her  life  ; 
for  the  laws  and  cuftoms  concerning  women  are  as  fevere- 
ly  obferved  in  the  court  of  Spain  as  in  any  part  of  that 
country,  and  the  queen  herfelf  is  no  more  exempted  from 
keeping  them  than  the  meaneft  of  her  fubje&s.  There 
are  certain  fet  hours,  out  of  which  fne  cannot  fee  fo  much 
as  the  king  himfelf ;  for  his  time  is  parcelled  out,  and  di¬ 
vided  between  the  fervice  of  the  public  and  of  his  own 
perfonal  neceffities,  the  affairs  of  ftate,  of  religion,  and  of 
nature  ;  fo  that  the  queen  muff  be  altogether  flrut  up 
from  the  fight  of  men,  unlefs  it  be  when  any  ambaffador 
has  audience  of  her,  or  when  (he  goes  to  church,  or  to  fee 
the  public  fport  of  bull-baiting,  with  fuch  like  fpe&acles, 
or  laflly,  when  her  confeffor  comes  to  vifit  her  ;  at  other 
times  flie  is  only  a  companion  of  women,  a  mere  rfeclufe, 
chambered  up  in  her  own  melancholy  apartment,  without 
the  liberty  of  ranging  the  palace  ;  whereas,  in  France 
the  women  converfe  with  men,  and  go  abroad  when  they 
pleafe,  with  an  unreftrained  freedom  ;  they  difcourfe  of 
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ftate  matters,  and  of  religion  ;  they  undertake  to  cenfure 
both  civil  and  canon  laws,  corredt  philofophy,  and  reform 
the  morals  of  the  ancients ;  in  a  word,  the  French  ladies 
take  a  particular  pride  in  appearing  very  learned  and 
knowing,  as  if  they  had  been  educated  in  the  academies; 
they  alfo  go  a-hunting,  hawking,  fifhing,  and  fowling,  e- 
ven  as  the  men  :  There  is  hardly  any  game  or  exercife, 
ftudy  or  recreation*  which  is  not  common  to  both  fexes; 
whereas  the  Spanifh  females  are  kept  in  ignorance,  and 
have  no  more  liberty  than  captives ;  only,  as  I  faid,  the 
queen  is  permitted  to  fee  the  bull-baitings,  but  it  mull  be 
in  company  with  her  hufband,  as  well  as  other  ladies. 

This  celebrated  fport  of  baiting,  or  courting  the  bull, 
is  fo  well  known  to  thee  who  haft  been  an  eye-witnefs  of 
it  at  Tunis,  and  other  cities  of  Barbary,  that  I  need  fay 
no  more  of  it,  but  to  obferve  that  the  Spaniards  firft 
learned  it  from  the  Moors,  when  thofe  Africans  dwelt 
among  them,  having  conquered  that  kingdom. 

But  to  return  to  the  fervile  life  which  the  Queens  of 
Spain  lead :  They  are  obliged  to  go  to  bed  at  a  certain 
precife  ftroke  of  the  clock  every  night,  with  this  only 
difference,  that  it  is  an  hour  later  in  fummer  than  in  win¬ 
ter.  Befides  her,  there  is  no  other  married  woman  fuffer- 
ed  to  lie  in  the  king’s  palace,  fo  that  the  queen  is  attend¬ 
ed  only  by  virgins  or  widows;  neither  can  fhe  herfelf  ever 
marry  again  after  the  king’s  death;  and  fo  naturally  jea¬ 
lous  are  the  Spaniards  of  their  wives,  that  if  the  queen 
fall  into  any  difafter,  by  chance  or  confpiracy,  as  to  be 
thrown  down  by  her  gennet,  even  to  the  breaking  of  her 
limbs  and  hazard  of  her  life,  none  of  her  pages,  nor  any 
other  man  whatfoever,  dares  to  lift  her  up,  or  any  other 
way  affift  her,  nay,  not  fo  much  as  by  flopping  the  horl’e, 
if  he  fhould  drag  her  in  thenftirrup.  Judge  now,  magni¬ 
ficent  viiier,  whether  it  be' a  defirable  thing  for  a  French 
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prlncefs  to  be  made  Queen  of  Spain.  A  princefs  bred 
tip  in  a  court  abounding  with  all  forts  of  gentilefies,  gal¬ 
lantries,  and  delightful  liberties,  mull  needs  think  herfelf 
in  a  monaftery,  or  fome  worfe  place  of  confinement,  after 
fhe  has  been  but  a  day  or  two  in  the  court  of  Spain.  But 
reafons  of  ftate  fuperfede  all  thefe  inconveniencies.  It  is 
the  peculiar  unhappinefs  of  the  princes  here  in  the  Weft, 
that  they  marry  for  interred  more  than  for  love. 

There  is  another  match  going  forward  between  the 
Dauphin  of  France,  and  the  Princefs  Anna  Maria  Vic- 
toire,  filter  to  the  Duke  of  Bavaria  ;  thefe  infidtls  are 
Uniting  their  fcattered  ftrengths  and  interefts ;  it  looks 
as  if  they  had  fome  fecret  defign  againft  the  true  be¬ 
lievers. 

Illuftrious  prince  of  the  princes  who  ferve  the  Grand 
Signior,  I  pray  that  the  empire  of  the  faithful  may  be 
exalted,  and  Hand  firm  till  the  angel  of  the  cave  found 
his  trumpet. 

Paris,  10th  of  the  12th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1679. 


XIV. — To  the  Veneralle  Mufti. 

T hat  I  may  give  thee  a  clearer  idea  of  Rome’s  origi¬ 
nal,  it  is  necelfary  to  ftep  farther  backward  in  antiquity, 
and  call  our  eyes  on  the  ruins  of  Troy,  fet  on  fire,  by  the 
Greeks,  and  laid  in  allies  after  a  war  of  ten  years,  to  re¬ 
venge  the  rape  of  Helena,  wife  to  Menelaus,  whom  Paris, 
the  Trojan  prince,  and  gueft  to  Menelaus,  carried  away 
with  him  by  force. 

From  the  deplorable  flames  of  Troy,  Antenor  and  JE- 
neas  efcaped,  and  got  to  fea  ;  the  former  being  forced 
by  diftrefs  of  weather  on  that  part  of  Italy  which  is  now 
under  the  dominion  of  Venice,  where  he  built  Padua  : 
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the  latter  came  with  a  fleet  of  two-and-twenty  {hips  to 
Latham,  now  called  Campagna  di  Roma-,  and  St.  Peter’s 
Patrimony,  being  the  eftate  of  the  church. 

At  that  time  Latinus,  the  fon  of  Faunus,  or,  as  forne 
fay,  of  Hercules,  reignecjl  in  Latium,  before  whom  there 
had  been  but  four  king3  in  the  country  ;  thofe  were  Ja¬ 
nus,  Saturnus,  Picus,  and  Faunus.  Whilft  Janus  reigned, 
Saturn  beiug  expelled'  by  his  ion  Jupiter,  fled  to  Italy, 
where  being  hofpitably  received,  he  built  a  caftle,  calling 
it  after  his  own  name  Saturnia  ;  at  length  he  obtained 
the  kingdom  of  Latium,  which  he  left  to  his  fon  Picus, 
and  he  to  Faunus. 

In  his  time,  Evander  failed  out  of  Arcadia,  and  came 
to  Italy,  fixty  years  before  the  deftrudtion  of  Troy  ;  he 
built  a  town  called  Pallantium,  where  afterwards  Rome 
was  built.  Much  about  the  fame  time  the  Pelagians 
went  out  of  Theffaly  into  Epirus  and  Dodona  firft,  and 
then  palling  over  into  Italy,  joined  themfelves  with  the 
aboriginal  Arcadians,  who  were  got  thither  before  them; 
thefe  united  their  forces,  and  expelled  the  Sicilians  from 
the  country,  who  pafling  over  to  -Trinacria,  or  the  ifland 
of  Three  Capes,  gave  it  the  name  of  Sicilia,  which  it  re¬ 
tains  to  this  day.  When  Evander  had  been  five  years  in 
Italy,  Hercules,  with  a  company  of  Greeks,  landing  on 
the  fame  fhore,  was  kindly  entertained  by  him. 

At  length  the  kingdom  of  Latium  fell  to  Latinus,  in 
whole  reign “FEneas  came  thither,  and  having  entered  in¬ 
to  a  league  with  Latinus,  married  his  daughter  Lavinia, 
from  whofe  name  he  called  a  town  which  he  built  in  thofe 
parts  Lavinium.  Then  Turnus,  Fling  of  the  Rutuli,  be- 
ing  angry  that  Latinus  had  given  his  daughter  to  a  ftran- 
ger,  rather  than  to  him  who  was  a  native,  and  to  whom 
{he  was  before  betrothed,  invaded  his  country  ;  but  the 
■ftutu’i  were  overcome  battle,  and  both  Turnus  and 

G  4 


LETTERS  WRITTEN  BY  Vol.  VIII. 


lS2 

u-atinus  loft  their  lives,  fo  that  the  kingdom  fell  to  JE- 
neas ;  but  he  enjoyed  it  not  long  ;  for  the  Rutuli,  at 
three  years  end,  came  againft  him,  under  the  conduct  of 
Mezentius,  King  of  the  Tyrrhenians,  now  called  Tufcans; 
and  -dineas  being  killed  in  the  battle,  his  fon  Afcanius 
took  pofieffion  of  the  kingdom.  He  having  made  peace 
with  Mezentius,  and  quelled  the  reft  of  his  enemies,  built 
a  city  which  he  called  Longa  Alba,  the  thirtieth  year 
from  the  builaing  of  Lavinium.  In  this  city  of  Longa 
Alba,  there  reigned  after  Afcanius  fourteen  kings,  even 
to  the  time  of  Romulus,  and  the  foundation  of  Rome'; 
the  fourteenth  of  thefe  kings  was  Amulius,  who  over¬ 
reached  his  brother  Numitor,  to  whom  the  kingdom  be¬ 
longed  by  right  of  primogeniture  ;  and  to  be  fecure  of 
all  things,  he  made  Sylvia,  the  only  daughter  of  Numi¬ 
tor,  a  veftal,  that  he  might  have  no  fear  of  Numitor’s 
pofterity  ;  yet  Sylvia  was  got  with  child  by  fomebody, 
and  brought  forth  twins,  who  were  called  Romulus  and 
Remus :  Thefe  were  expofed  to  the  wide  world  by  the 
command  of  King  Amulius,  and  privately  nourifhed  by 
Fauftulus,  till  they  came  of  years  ;  then  being  informed 
of  their  birth  and  extraflion,  with  the  true  ftate  of  things, 
they  flew  Amulius,  and  reftored  their  grandfather  Numi¬ 
tor  to  his  kingdom,  in  the  fecond  year  of  whofe  reign, 
Romulus  built  the  city  of  Rome. 

In  the  eighteenth  year  of  his  age,  Romulus  was  laluted 
king,  when  he  had  killed  his  brother  Remus,  for  leaping  in 
contempt  over  the  ditch  he  had  made  round  the  city:  Thus 
he  confecrated  the  fortifications  of  the  city  with  his  own 
blood.  But  all  this  while  Romulus  had  built  but  the 
fliadow  of  a  city,  fince  there  was  no  inhabitants  to  people 
and  defend  it ;  however,  he  quickly  pitched  upon  a  me¬ 
thod  to  fupply  this  defedl ;  there  was  a  grove  hard  by, 
which  he  made  a  fanfluary  for  all  perfons  in  diftrefs,  and 
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who  were  willing  to  make  their  fortunes  upon  hazard  : 
This  was  proclaimed  in  the  neighbouring  regions,  and  an 
innumerable  multitude  of  criminals,  debtors,  and  malcon- 
tents,  flocked  thither  from  all  parts,  befldes  fhepherds 
and  other  perfons,  who  only  through  a  natural  inconftan- 
cy  fought  a  change  of  life  ;  fo  that  there  was  a  gallimau- 
fry  of  Trojans  who  came  over  with  ./Eneas,  of  Arcadians 
who  followed  Evander,  and  of  feveral  other  nations,  be- 
fides  the  natives  of  Tufcany  and  Latium ;  out  of  thefe, 
as  out  of  fo  many  elements,  Romulus  extracted  the  body 
of  a  commonwealth  ;  but  he  confidered  withal,  that  this 
new  republic  could  not  fubflft  beyond  the  age  and  lives 
of  thofe  men  who  formed  it,  they  being  without  hopes 
of  pofterity,  as  having  no  women  among  them  :  To  pro¬ 
vide  for  this  inconvenience,  they  treated  with  the  border¬ 
ing  people  about  marriages,  which  being  denied  them, 
they, had  recourfe  to  ftratagems  and  violence;  they  invit¬ 
ed  the  Sabines  and  other  neighbours  to  come  and  fee 
fome  plays,  which  they  promifed  to  exhibit  in  honour  of 
Neptune. 

The  bait  took,  and  multitudes  of  both  fexes,  efpecially 
the  younger  fort,  thronged  thither  to  be  fpedlators  of  the 
Roman  novelties  ;  when  on  a  fudden,  a  certain  fignal  be- 
ing  given,  the  Romans  leaped  from  their  places,  and  ruffl¬ 
ing  among  the  ftrangers,  every  man  feized  the  female  that 
beft  pleafed  him,  or  that  firft  came  to  hand,  and  made  her 
his  wife. 

This  was  the  caufe  of  fpeedy  wars;  for  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  people,  who  had  been  thus  robbed  of  their  women, 
took  up  arms  to  revenge  the  injury ;  but  they  were  rout¬ 
ed,  put  to  flight,  and  one  of  their  towns  laid  walte  ;  the 
Romans  alfo  took  rich  fpoils  from  them,  which  they  con- 
fecrated  to  their  gods. 
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In  the  mean  time  the  city  of  Rome  was  delivered  into 
the  hands  of  the  Sabines,  by  Tarpeia  a  virgin,  who,  as 
fome  fay,  was  corrupted  with  gold  by  Tatius,  the  captain 
of  the  Sabines  ;  whilft  others  affirm  that  fhe  did  it  inno¬ 
cently,  and  with  a  defign  to  fave  the  city,  inftead  of- be¬ 
traying  it ;  for  fhe  aflced,  as  a  reward  of  her  fuppofed 
treafon,  the  fluelds  of  the  Sabines,  thinking,  that  being 
thm  in  part  difavmed,  they  might  eafily  be  overcome  by 
the  Romans;  but  they,  fenfible  of  her  ftratagem,  promif- 
ed  what  fhe  demanded,  and  performed  it  accordingly,  but 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  plainly  difcoVered  their  revenge  of  an 
injury,  rather  than  their  gratitude  for  a  kindnefs  ;  for 
they  threw  their  fhields  fo  thick  upon  her,  that  they  preff- 
ed  her  to  death. 

Then  entering  the  city  pell-mell,  there  commenced  a 
furious  battle  between  the  Romans  and  the  Sabines  ;  the 
ftreets  flowed  with  blood,  till  the  wives  of  the  Romans, 
for  whofe  fake  this  war  began,  came  tearing  their  hair, 
and  running  between  the  two  armies,  at  length  brought 
them  to  a  truce  and  agreement  :  Then  a  folemn  league 
was  made  between  Romulus  and  Tatius  ;  and  what  is 
more  wonderful,  the  Sabines  leaving  their  native  feats, 
came  with  all  their  wealth  to  live  in  Rome,  communicat¬ 
ing  part  of  their  riches  to  their  fons-in-law  by  way  of 

The  forces  of  the  Romans  being  thus  increafed  by  the 
acceffion  of  the  Sabines,  Romulus  applied  himfelf  to  the 
public  adminiilration  with  all  care  and  policy  :  He  ap¬ 
pointed  the  youth  to  be  always  in  arms  on  horfeback, 
that  they  might  ,be  conflantly  upon  their  guard,  and  rea¬ 
dy  equipped  againft  the  furprifes  of  war  ;  that  the  chief 
council  of  the  commonwealth  fhould  confift  of  the  feniors^ 
•who  were  called  fathers  for  their  authority,  and  fenators 
for  their  age. 
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Affairs  being  thus  difpofed,  one  day,  when  there  was 
a  full  fenate,  Romulus  being  prefent  was  on  a  fudden  ta¬ 
ken  from  their  fight  :  Some  think  he  was  murdered  by 
confpiracy,  and  cut  into  fmall  pieces  by  tae  fenators ;  o- 
thers  fay  he  was  poifoned  ;  but  the  general  report  was 
that  he  was  deified.  Julius  Proculus  was  the  author  o i 
this,  who  taking  notice  that  there  arofe  a  violent  tempeft 
at  the  fame  inftant  that  Romulus  difappeared,  and  that 
the  fun  was  juit  then  eclipfed,  infinuated  to  the  people 
that  Romulus  was  become  a  god ;  nay,  he  took  an  oath, 
that  he  faw  him  in  a  much  more  auguft  form  than  whillt 
he  was  a  mortal;  and  that  Romulus  commanded  them  to 
adore  him  for  a  god,  affirming  that  he  was  called  Quiri- 
nus  in  heaven,  and  affuring  them  that  Rome  flxould  con¬ 
quer  the  whole  earth.  •  . 

Numa  Pompilius  fucceeded  Romulus,  being  invited  to 
the  kingdom  by  the  Romans,  who  had  a  veneration  for 
him  on  the  bare  fame  of  his  fanctity  and  religion  :  He 
taught  them  holy  rites  and  ceremonies,  with  whatfoever 
pertained  to  the  worihip  of  the  immortal  gods;  he  di¬ 
vided  the  year  into  twelve  months,  and  appointed  the  ho¬ 
lidays  ;  he  ordained  the  pontiffs,  augurs,  falii,  with  other 
ranks  of  priefts;  he  gave  them  the  Ancilia  and  Palladium, 
which  came  down  from  heaven  ;  and  he  inftituted  the 
veftal  fire  ;  in  a  word,  he  perfuaded  them,  that  whatfoe¬ 
ver  he  taught  them,  he  received  from  the  goddefs  Egeria, 
and  this  wrought  fo  efficacioully  on  the  minds  of  the 
rude  and  ignorant  people,  that  they  came  at  length  to 
govern  that  empire  with  juftice  and  religion,  which  they 
got  by  robbery  and  oppreffion. 

Prince  of  the  muftis,  I  will  referve  the  reft  of  the  Ro  ¬ 
man  hiftory  for  another  difpatch, 

Paris,  9th  of  the  id  Moon,  of  the  Year  1680. 
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XV . —  To  William  Vospel,  a  Reclufe  of  Aujlrla . 

Thy  laft  letter  appears  magifterial  and  peremptory,  like 
a  fuinmons  from  the  inquifition  :  Thou  require!!  an  ac¬ 
count  of  my  faith,  and  what  idea  I  have  of  religion,  fu- 
fpecting  that  I  am  inclined  to  hereiv.  This  proceeds 
from  the  freedom  I  formerly  took  in  difcourfing  againft 
the  pope’s  infallibility,  the  newly  canonifed  faints,  and 
the  doctrine  of  No  falvation  out  of  the  Roman  church.  I 
fee  thy  zeal  makes  thee  peevilh  and  morofe  ;  indeed  it  is 
a  grace  that  foon  turns  four,  if  it  be  not  kept  in  a  clean 
heart,  and  a  temperate  air,  free  from  the  vapours  of  fu- 
perftition  ;  however,  I  am  willing  to  fatisfy  thy  demand 
as  well  as  I  can,  and  tranfmit  my  foul  to  thee  in  effigy. 

Though  we  cannot  pourtray  negatives,  yet  every  pic¬ 
ture  has  its  back  fide,  whereon  the  cunning  painter  may 
draw  the  reverfe  of  his  firft  defign,  or  at  leaft  the  fpedla- 
tor’s  imagination  may  fupply  the  painter’s  office,  and 
form  ideas  quite  contrary  to  the  original  piece.  That 
thou  mayeft  therefore  the  better  comprehend  what  I  am 
in  point  of  religion  and  faith,  I  will  firft.  reprefent  what  I 
am  not. 

Conceive  then,  that  I  am  no  narrow-fouled  Jew,  who 
confines  falvation  to  the  lineage  of  Jacob,  and  lays  an  he¬ 
reditary  claim  to  heaven,  becaufe  for  the  wickednefs  of 
his  execrable  race,  he  is  not  allowed  to  poffefs  a  foot  of 
land  on  earth  ;  who  to  ftrengthen  his  title,  produces  the 
fcheme  of  his  genealogy,  proving  that  he  defcended  in  a 
right  line  from  one  of  thofe  parricides  who  murdered  the 
Meffias,  and  for  that  reafon  avouches,  that  paradife  is  en¬ 
tailed  to  him,  among  the  reft  of  his  brethren,  on  the  fcore 
of  his  forefathers  merit. 

Neither  am  I  a  Chriftian  hypocrite,  who  mocks  him- 
felf,  and  all  that  fee  him,  with  his  empty  formalities  ; 
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who  conftantly  calls  upon  Jefus  every  morning  to  fandtify 
his  refolution  of  finning  againft  God  before  night  ;  who 
tires  out  the  patience  of  the  faints  and  angels  with  the 
crambo  of  his  vain  repetitions,  his  Ave  Marias ,  Ora  pro 
nobis,  and  the  reft  of  his  religious  jargon  ;  who  goes  to 
church  that  he  may  get  the  whip-hand  of  the  devil,  and 
meeting  him  on  holy  ground,  may  whifper  treafon  againft 
God  Almighty  over  his  beads,  or  his  prayer-book,  as  the 
Germans  do  againft  the  emperor  over  their  bottle,  fub 
rofa,  without  any  obfervators  or  tell-tales. 

I  am  no  worfiiipper  of  images,  pictures,  old  rotten 
worm-eaten  bits  of  wood,  or  other  pretended  relics  of 
Chrift  and  his  faints  }  I  cannot  be  perfuaded  that  God  is 
well  pleafed  to  fee  me  make  a  fool  of  myfelf,  and  trot  up 
and  down  in  pilgrimage,  to  honour  five  or  fix  fham 
heads  of  St.  John  the  Baptift,  for  in  fo  many  feveral  pla¬ 
ces  do  they  pretend  to  fhow  that  one  facred  relic,  which 
cannot  be  multiplied  ;  neither  can  I  believe  the  miracu¬ 
lous  vegetation,  and  conftant  growth  of  the  crofs,  which 
they  pretend  to  fhow  whole  and  entire  at  Cefarea,  whilft 
it  is  exhibited  alfo  in  millions  of  pieces  throughout  Chrift- 
endom,  fo  that  there  is  fcarce  a  Chriftian  gentleman  of 
any  quality  in  Europe,  Afia,  Africa,  or  America,  who 
does  not  boaft  his  /hare  of  this  wonderful  relic  ;  if  all 
which  pieces  were  put  together,  they  would  probably 
make  a  thoufand  fuch  croffes  as  that  which  is  kept  in  Pa- 
leftine  for  the  fuppofed  true  crofs  whereon  Jefu3  fuffered 
death,  and  yet  they  are  all  faid  to  be  cut  off  from  that. 

Indeed,  Father  William,  I  have  no  great  ftomach  to 
fwallow  down  thefe  great  wooden  fables  ;  the  very  chips 
are  enough  to  choak  me ;  but  then  comes  the  milk  of 
the  bleffed  virgin  to 'my  relief,  with  which  I  may  rinfe 
my  unbelieving  throat,  almoft  in  every  parifti  or  monaftic 
church  I  come  at }  for  I  dare  fay  there  is  more  of  this  to 
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be  found  in  fuch  places,  than  an  Hungarian  cow  would 
give  in  feven  year's  together ;  but  it  curdles  in  my  fto- 
mach,  and  makes  me  Tick:  The  very  idea  of  thefe  ghild- 
abfurdities  is  as  operative  as  the  draught  of  an  antimonial 
cup. 

It  would  be  too  tedious  to  turn  up  all  the  negative  fide 
of  my  religion,  and  explain  in  an  hundred  more  particu¬ 
lars  what  I  am  not ;  let  us  now  therefore  reverfe  the  ta¬ 
blet,  and  fee  what  I  pofitively  am. 

And  here  I  am  at  a  lofs  for  a  compendious  title  or 
name  to  give  myfelf,  faving  that  of  a  Chriftiar, ;  for  I  know 
not  to  what  more  particular  predicament  I  belong.  As 
for  the  diftinguifning  chara&erittics  of  Papift,  Proteftant, 
[Lutheran,  -Calvinift,  Socinian,  &c.  I  elleem  them  no  o- 
therwife  than  the  brands  of  fo  many  religious  factions 
in  the  church  ;  and  the  particular  title  of  Roman  Ca- 
fholic  looks  like  a  folecifm  in  common  fenfe :  I  would 
therefore  be  taken  for  a  Chriftian,  who  neither  makes 
parties,  nor  fides  with  any  ;  but,  honouring  Jefus  as  our 
common  lord  and  matter,  I  endeavour  to  obey  his  laws 
peaceahly  and  like  a  ldyal  fubjeft. 

I  lay  for  a  foundation  of  all  my  practice  toward  men, 
this  golden  rule  which  he  gave  us :  “  Not  to  do  that  to 
another,  which  I  would  not  have  done  to  myfelf.”  Up¬ 
on  this  bafis  is  built  the  whole  fabric  of  human  juftice.  I 
endeavour  to  regulate  my  own  paffions,  and  to  bear  with 
thofe  of  others  ;  to  be  angry  with  myfelf  for  the  leaft 
peccadillo,  but  to  frame  excufes  for  the  errors  and  offen¬ 
ces  which  my  neighbour  commits.  Here  rifes  the  fuper- 
ftructure  of  all  virtue,  fupported  by  patience,  hope,  and 
faith,  cemented  by  charity,  meeknefs,  and  temperance, 
and  adorned  all  over  with  good  works. 

In  a'  word,  Father  William,  the  fum  and  Cubftance  of 
jny  religion  confifts  in  thefe  few  rules:  To  fear  God, 
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ferve  my  king,  honour  and  obey  my  parents,  love  my 
friends,  and  to  do  juftice  to  all  men,  without  troubling 
myfelf  about  empty  formalities,  and  needlefs  ceremonies, 
or  being  concerned  in  what  nation,  climate,  or  fociety  of 
Chriftians  I  live,  fmce  God  regards  not  one  man  more 
than  another  for  thefe  exterior  differences. 

Reverend  monk,  adieu  ;  and  from  what  I  have  faid, 
conclude  me  a  catholic  in  the  propereft  fenfe. 

Paris,  26th  of  the  2d  Moon,  of  the  Year  1680. 


XVI. — To  Murat  Bassa. 

The  y  are  extremely  merry  here  in  Paris  ;  nothing  but 
dancing,  finging,  roaring,  drinking,  ringing  of  bells, 
making  of  bonefires  and  other  illuminations,  (hooting 
of  guns,  flirting  about  fquibs,  crackers,  ferpents,  roc¬ 
kets,  and  all  manner  of  gun- powder  compofitions.  If  it 
fhould  hold  but  two  hours  longer,  I  believe  they  would 
be  in  danger  of  running  all  mad.  This  is  the  houf  of 
midnight,  and  yet  they  are  in  the  height  of  their  jollity, 
which  is  not  cuftomary.  in  thefe  weltern  parts,  though  no 
wonder  in  the  Eaf.  I  wifh  there  were  an  army  of  Ot¬ 
tomans  near  us  ;  I  would  give  them  the  fignal,  and  flow 
them  the  way,  when  and  how  to  enter  the  town,  and 
take  pofleffion  of  the  richeft  city  in  France  ;  for  they 
fufpeft  nothing,  and  the  very  guards  themfelves  are  all 
drunk  ;  it  were  an  eafy  thing  to  furprife  them,  and  take 
them  napping.  But  there  is  a  time  and  a  chance  for  all 
things  under  the  moon,  and  this  is  their  lucky  feafon. 

Wouldft  thou  know  the  occalion  of  all  this  joy  and  fe- 
curity  ?  It  is  double  ;  of  one  fide  the  news  comes  rolling 
from  Spain  of  the  new  queen  found"  there  ;  and  on  the 
other  hand  they  ar,e  tranfported  with  the  marriage  of 
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Monfeigneur  the  Dauphin  of  France  with  the  Princefs 
Anna  Maria  Vidtoire,  fitter  to  the  Duke  of  Bavaria. 

I  mentioned  that  advances  were  made  in  order  to  this 
match  the  latter  end  of  the  foregoing  year ;  the  fame 
was  completed  in  all  its  ceremonies  on  this  very  day. 

The  French  king  parted  from  Verfailles  about  the  be- ' 
ginning  of  this  moon,  with  the  dauphin  his  fon,  to  meet 
the  princefs  :  Their  firft  interview  was  at  a  place  called 
Vitry.  As  foon  as  the  dauphinefs  (for  fo  we  rsiuft  call 
her  now)  faw  the  king  alight  from  his  horfe,  fhe  leaped 
out  of  her  coach,  and  threw  herfelf  upon  her  knees  ;  but 
he  foon  raifed  and  embraced  her  with  royal  cardies,  ex- 
preffing  the  mighty  joy  he"  felt  at  this  firft  fight  of  her, 
on  whom  refted  the  hopes  of  France  for  heirs  to  the 
crown;  Then  he  prefented  the  dauphin  to  her,  who  alfo 
was  not  wanting  on  his  part  to  difeover  the  feotiments  he 
had  for  a  princefs  of  io  great  birth,  merit,  wit,  and  vir¬ 
tue. 

The  queen  did  not  fee  her  daughter-in-law  till  they 
came  to  Chalons,  and  there  fire  carefled  her  with  all 
tendernefs  imaginable  in  outward  appearance  ;  but  God 
knows  what  is  in  the  hearts  of  thefe  royal  fouls,  or  how 
long  their  friendftu’p  maylaft. 

The  ceremony  of  the  efpoufals  was  performed  at  that 
town  yefterdayby  the  Cardinal  of  Bouillon,  grand  almoner 
of  France,  in  the  chapel  of  the  bifhop’s  palace  ;  and  to¬ 
day,  as  I  have  faid,  he  finifhed  the  whole  bufinefs  in  the 
temple  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  the  chief  cathedral  of  this 
city,  in  the  prefence  of  the  king  and  queen,  with  divers 
lords  and  ladies  of  the  court.  There  were  other  bifhops 
to  affift  him,  whofe  titles  I  have  forgot,  but  I  think  they 
were  of  Orleans  and  Condom  :  This  laft  makes  a  con.fi- 
derable  figure  in  the  kingdom,  and  is  created  firft  almo¬ 
ner  to  Madam  the  Dauphinefs.  He  appears  very  zealous 
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in  converting  the  huguenots ;  and  I  have  a  great  deal 
more  to  fay  of  him  than  I  have  time  to  write  now. 

Affure  thyfelf  that  I  eherifh  a  profound  refpeft  for 
thee  ;  and  that  as  I  never  was,  fo  I  never  will  be  defec¬ 
tive  or  tardy  in  fending  thee  thy  proportion  of  weftern  in¬ 
telligence  ;  for  I  muft  divide  it  among  the  baflas  and 
other  minifters  of  the  Porte. 

Reft  contented  with  thy  lhare,  and  in  the  name  of  God 
farewel. 

Paris,  8th  of  the  3d  moon,  of  the  year  1680. 


BOOK  IV. 

LETTER  I  .—To  Hamet,  Reis  Effendi ,  Principal  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Ottoman  Empire. 

By  the  mofque  of  Sultan  Jub,  1  fwear  thefe  petty  re¬ 
publics  of  the  Franks  are  not  worth  a  muffulman’s 
thought ;  however,  to  fatisfy  thy  curious  and  inquifitive 
genius,  I  will  fay  fometliing  of  each  as  briefly  and  com- 
pendioufly  as  I  can. 

In  my  two  laft,  I  dilcourfed  of  the  United  Nether¬ 
lands,  and  the  Swifs  Cantons  ;  nov^  I  will  ferry  thee  over 
the  Leman  Lake,  and  land  thee  in  Geneva,  the  mother, 
nurfe,  and  centre  of  the  Calvinifts.  Thefe  are  a  fort  of 
proteftants,  diffenting  from  the  opinions  of  Luther  and 
his  affociates,  who  was  the  firft  author  of  what  they  call 
the  Reformation  here  in  Europe. 

The  city  of  Geneva  is  very  ancient,  and  was  not 
young  in  the  time  of  Julius  Caefar,  as  appears  by  his 
Commentaries,  where  he  makes  mention  of  its  being  feat- 
ed  on  the  river  Rofne,  juft  at  the  entrance  of  the  Lemaji 
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Lake ;  it  Hands  very  pleafantlv,  and  has  a  fertile  foil 
round  about  it,  where  Ceres  drives  to  outdo  Bacchus  in 
her  liberalities ;  for  though  there  be  very  good  vineyards- 
in  thefe  parts,  yet  not  in  fo  great  plenty  as  to  match 
the  abundance  of  corn,  pulfe,  hay,  oats,  melons,  and 
all  manner  of  herbs  and  fruits  that  the  climate  ufually 
bears. 

The  air  is  pure  and  wholefcme  ;  the  winter  is  not  fo 
cold  as  in  Germany,  nor  the  fummer  fo  hot  as  in  fome 
parts  of  France. 

The  people  are  generally  corpulent,  morofe,  inhofpi- 
table  to  ftrangers,  efpecially  •  to  thofe  of  the  Romdn 
church,  whom  they  always  fufpedt  as  fpies  ;  they  are 
very  frugal,  continent,  and  fober  ;  and,  above  all  things, 
they  affedl;  a  lingular  gravity  in  their  carriage  and  garb. 

As  for  riches  they  can  boaft  but  little  ;  and  were  it 
not  for  their  art  in  making  filks  and  printing  books,  of 
which  infinite  quantities  and  numbers  are  exported  to  o- 
ther  nations,  this  commonwealth  could  not  fupport  its 
cwn  charges. 

Indeed  their  military  {Length  is  confiderable  for  the 
bignefs  of  the  place,  the  city  being  fenced  by  nature  as 
well  as  art  with  impregnable  fortifications.  They  keep 
an  exquifite  watch  on  the  walls,  and  at  the  gates;  neither 
can  any  foreigner  have  entrance  or  lodging  there  without 
undergoing  a  fevere  fcrutiny.  They  have  a  magazine  in 
the  city,  furnifhed  with  all  forts  of  arms,  and  with  every 
thing  that  is  necelfary  to  fuftain  a  long  fiege  :  Add  to 
this,  the  friendfhip  and  patronage  of  the  French  kings, 
who  have  for  many  y^ars  fheltered  this  little  republic 
from  the  invafions  and  incroachment6  of  theDukes  of  Sa¬ 
voy,  who  claim  a  title  to  it. 

There  were  formerly  three  forts  near  the  town,  in  the 
poiicffion  of  the  Sayoyards,  which  much  annoyred  the 
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inhabitants,  and  threatened  the  ruin  of  the  city  itfelf, 
with  the  (hot  of  great  brafs  ordnance,  which  were  placed 
there  for  that  purpofe  ;  but  Henry  IV.  of*  France  took 
one  from  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  and  demoli/hed  it  in  the  year 
1600;  he  alfo  caufed  another  to  be  pulled  down,  which 
equally  endamaged  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  city  ;  t*nd  a 
third  the  inhabitants  themfelves  laid  even  with  the 
ground,  being  aided  by  the  French. 

If  thou  wouldft  know  by  what  title  the  Dukes  of  Sa¬ 
voy  pretend  a  right  to  Geneva,  I  will  tell  thee  in  a  few 
words  :  In  former  times  there  was  a  feud  between  the 
Counts  of  Geneva  and  herBifhops  about  the  government, 
each  claiming  it  as  his  due  :  At  length  a  certain  biihop 
procured  the  principality  of  Geneva  from  Frederick  I. 
Emperor  of  German}’.  This  occafioned  a  civil  war  be¬ 
tween  him  and  the  Count  of  Geneva,  which  lafting  many 
years,  and  confirming  the  money  and  forces  of  the  town, 
the  inhabitants,  with  the  ccnfent  of  the  biihop,  implored 
the  protedlion  of  the  Count  of  Savoy.  He  raifed  an 
army,  and  marched  againft  the  Count  of  Geneva,  taking 
many  towns  and  fortrefies  from  him  which  belonged  to 
the  republic  ;  then  he  advanced  with  the  army  near  to 
the  walls  of  Geneva,  more  like  an  enemy  than  a  friend  to 
the  biihop  and  people  ;  for  not  content  with  his  new 
conquefts,  he  demanded  as  much  money  as  would  quit 
the  charges  he  had  been  at  in  this  expedition.  The  bi¬ 
ihop  reprefented  to  him,  “  That  he  ought  to  be  content 
with  thofe  places  he  had  won,  and  that  they  Ihould  be 
acknowledged  feudatories  of  Sayoy  but  this  did  not 
fatisfy  the  greedy  count,  who  threatened  the  city  if  they 
would  not  reimburfe  him  with  money.  The  inhabitants 
being  poor,  and  fearing  worfe  confequences  Ihould  they 
provoke  this  prince  too  far,  at  taft  agreed  with  him, 
“  That  he  Ihould  pofiefs  as  much  right  in  the  city  as  the 
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Counts  of  Geneva  had  done  before  this  war  began 
and  this  was  done  by  way  of  pledge  or  mortgage.  The 
Savoyard  therefore  entering  the  city  with  his  forces,  op- 
prefted  the  inhabitants  with  cruel  tyranny  ;  fo  that  being 
provoked  to  defperate  courfes,  they  confpired  together, 
and  chofe  rather  to  call  back  the  Count  of  Geneva  to  his 
native  pofleffion,  from  which  he  had  been  violently  caft 
out  by  the  ufurping  bifhop,  than  to  fubmit  to  a  foreign 
jurifditlion,  which  began  fo  early  to  afflift  them  with  in- 
fupportable  calamities. 

But  this,  inilead  of  a  remedy,  proved  an  aggravation 
of  their  misfortunes ;  for  the  Count  of  Geneva  coming 
againft:  him  of  Savoy  with  fome  forces,  was  overcome  in 
battle,  and  fo  Geneva  was  reduced  to  greater  ftraits  than 
before  ;  for  the  Savoyards  entering  the  houfes  of  the 
citizens,  drew  the  confpirators  from  their  lurking  holes, 
and  killed  them,  committing  a  thoufand  other  infolencies 
againft  the  inhabitants  ;  nor  did  this  ceafe  till  the  whole 
race  of  the  Counts  of  Geneva  was  quite  extinft.  Then 
Amadeus,  the  Count  of  Savoy,  finding  that  ftill  the 
Bifhop  of  Geneva  gave  him  as  much  trouble  as  the 
counts  had  done  before,  obtained  of  the  Emperor 
Charles  IV.  to  be  made  vicar  of  the  empire  in  his  pro¬ 
vinces,  thinking  by  the  greatnefs  of  this  title  and  autho¬ 
rity  to  fupprefs  the  power  of  the  bifhop  ;  but  the  eccle- 
fiaftic  prince  fo  ftrongly  oppofed  the  fecular,  that  he 
maintained  his  own  jurifdi&ion,  and  the  liberty  of  the 
people,  till  the  time  of  Amadeus  VIII.  who  was  his 
fucceffor,  and  the  firfl  who  was  created  Duke  of  Savoy> 
being  afterwards  elefted  to  the  papacy,  which  he  enjoyed 
by  the  name  of  Felix.  Before  his  affumption  to  this 
height  of  ecclefiaftic  dignity,  he  had  obtained  of  Pope 
Martin  the  jurifdidtion  of  Geneva  in  temporal  matters  ; 
but  he  found  as  much  trouble  in  it  as  his  predeceflors  had 
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done  before ;  and  fo  have  all  his  fucceffors  to  this  very 
day ;  for,  though  they  boaft  of  the  title,  yet  they  have 
no  more  authority  in  the  town  than  the  King  of  Ban¬ 
tam. 

This  city  is  governed  by  a  fyndic,  and  twenty- five  fe- 
nators,  who  meet  every  day  to  confult  about  the  affairs 
of  the  commonwealth,  and  to  decide  all  caufes,  whether 
criminal  or  civil. 

It  is  their  chief  interefi  to  hold  a  good  correfpondence 
with  France,  without  whofe  protection  they  would  fuffer 
many  injuries  ;  therefore  the  better  fort,  as  it  were  by 
way  of  flattery  and  complaifance,  drefs  themfelves  after 
the  French  fafhions,  and  make  ufe  of  that  language, 
though  imperfectly,  in  all  their  letters  and  converfation, 
but  the  vernacular  is  the  fame  with  that  of  Savoy. 

Accomplifhed  minifter,  in  regard  thou  complained:  of 
the  length  of  my  letters,  I  will  hereafter  be  more  con* 
cife,  and  refrefh  thee  often  with  brief  accounts  of  the 
ftates  in  Europe  yet  remaining  to  be  fpoke  of. 

In  the  mean  time,  think  of  doing  poor  Mahmut  fome 
kind  office  in  the  divap,  for  I  am  macerated  with  zeal, 
care,  ficknefs,  and  old  age.  Surely  I  cannot  live  much 
longer,  or  rather  I  fhall  not  be  much  longer  a-dying ;  for 
this  mortal  life  is  but  death  in  inafquerade. 

Paris,  4th  of  the  6th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1680. 


II. — To  Achmet  Bassa. 

Some  maxims  of  ftate  or  religion,  which  you  pleafe, 
(for  they  are  much  one)  have  moved  the  King  of  France 
to  publilh  a  deciee,  which  they  call  a  regulation,  where¬ 
by  he  reftrains  the  huguenots  from  certain  liberties  and 
privileges  which  they  enjoyed  before. 
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If  thou  wouldft  know  the  character  of  thefe  hugue¬ 
nots,  I  will  give  it  thee  as  well  as  I  can,  not  perfedf  and 
full  thou  mayeft  fwear,  but  true,  as  far  as  it  goes. 

In  the  firft  place,  therefore,  it  is  neceftary  for  thee  to 
know,  that  about  two  hundred  years  paft,  a  certain  friar, 
or  dervifc  in  our  ilyle,  named  Martin  Luther,  being  of¬ 
fended  at  his  lord  and  mafter  the  Pope  or  Bifhop  of 
Rome,  fet  up  for  himfelf,  as  the  only  preacher,  doctor, 
reformer',  and  apoftle  of  that  age  ;  he  drew  abundance  of 
people  after  him,  and  not  a  few  princes  and  nobles  ;  the 
known  fcandalous  vices  of  the  Roman  clergy  on  one 
fide,  and  the  epidemical  inclination  which  mortals  have 
for  novelty  on  the  other,  facilitated  his  innovation.  He 
grew  famous  in  Wirtemberg,  Augfburgh,  and  other 
parts  of  Germany  where  he  lived  ;  in  a  word,  his  new 
doctrines  were  like  an  earthquake  to  the  whole  empire  ; 
he  ftaggered  many  wife  and  honelt  men,  and  overthrew 
whole  thoufands  of  fools  and  knaves. 

Among  the  reft  of  the  lafc  gang,  one  Calvin  embraced 
Luther’s  tenets,  a  very  learned  man,  and  of  great  abili¬ 
ties,  but  very  partial,  revengeful,  ?md  anftere  in  his  hu¬ 
mour  :  At  firft  he  was  very  zealous  and  uniform  in  all 
things,  according  to  the  model  of  his  upftart  mafter,  but 
upon  fome  difpute  between  them,  he  takes  fnuff,  flings 
off  the  yoke,  and  revolts  from  his  new  diredlor.  There 
have  been  feveral  fuch  hot-headed  fparks  fince  that  time, 
every  one  afpiring  at  the  chara&er  of  an  apoftle  or  pro¬ 
phet  ;  Zuinglius,  Oecolampadius,  Melandrthon,  Bucer, 
Beza,  and  a  rabble  of  other  new  lights  and  faviours  of 
the  world. 

Now  the  huguenots,  as  I  am  informed,  are  the  dif- 
ciples  of  Calvin  ;  fo  is  the  commonwealth  of  Geneva, 
with  fome  parts  of  SwiiTerland,  Holland,  and  the  coun¬ 
try  of  the  Grifcns :  As  for  England,  Swedeland,  Den- 
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mark,  Norway,  Saxony,  Brandenburgh,  and  Helfe- 
Calfel,  they  are  all  Lutherans,  faving  that  the  Englifli, 
whom  I  firft  mentioned,  have  made  twelve  feveral  altera¬ 
tions  in  their  religion  fince  the  days  of  Luther. 

.  It  is  obfervable  of  that  nation,  that  they  are  flexible, 
and  receptive  of  any  foreign  irnprcffion.  The  French 
fay,  “  The  Englifh  would  as  foon  embrace  Mahometan- 
iftn  as  any  other  religion,  could  ye  but  once  get  the 
length  of  their  foot.”  This  is  an  Englifh  adage.  It  is 
certain  they  are  a  very  mutable,  inconflant,  rebellious 
people  ;  they  furfeit  on  the  plenty  which  nature  hath  gi¬ 
ven  them,  which  makes  them  ftill  uneafy,  difcontented, 
and  delicate  ;  they  fpew  out  their  own  happinefs  to  eafe 
the  ftomach  of  that  intemperate  nation,  and  prepare  it 
for  foreign  (ham-banquets  of  magicians  :  Of  old  they 
were  brave,  and  ftedfaft  to  their  principles  ;  then  then- 
renown  was  fpread  far  and  wide  ;  “  when  a  baronet  of 
England  (as  it  is  recorded  in  the  hiftories  of  France, 
which  mull  be  impartial  in  this  point)  killed  five-and- 
twenty  Frenchmen,  among  whom  were  two  marquifes, 
four  knights,  and  nine  nobles  of  the  lelfer  order.” 

But  now  they  have  quite  loll  their  ancient  fame  and 
valour ;  they  are  corrupted  with  a  thoufand  debauche¬ 
ries  ;  they  are  as  fickle  as  the  wind,  and  as  moveable  as 
the  dull  it  raifes  in  the  llieets  ;  in  fine,  they  are  nothing  at 
all  but  the  obloquy  and  fcorn  of  other  nations. 

But  to  return  to  the  French  huguenots,  and  Calvin 
their  mailer  :  I  was  once  acquainted  with  a  very  ancient 
dervife,  or  friar,  when  I  firft  came  to  Paris,  who  confi¬ 
dently  affirmed,  that  he  had  often  heard  his  own  father 
fay,  “  That  Calvin,  in  his  prefence,  once  thrall  his  right 
hand  into  the  fire,  wilhing  it  had  been  burnt  to  alhes, 
when  it  diredled  his  pen  in  writing  again!!  the  real  pre¬ 
fence  of  the  body  of  Jefus  the  Mcffias,  in  the  facrament 
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of  the  altar-  j  but  fince  he  had  written  that  fatal  treatife, 
he  could  do  no  lefs  in  honour  than  defend  it  to  the  laft.” 
And  yet  this  is  one  of  the  cardinal  and  moft  important 
points  in  controVerfy  between  the  catholics  and  the  hu¬ 
guenots,  whereon  the  whole  body  of  religion  depends, 
and  turns  to  the  right  hand  or  to  the  left ;  fo  that  in  the 
main,  the  huguenots  have  no  other  ground  for  their  re¬ 
paration  from  the  Roman  church,  than  the  confeffed  ob- 
ftinacy  of  their  ringleader  :  And  I  tell  thee  plainly,  they 
are  the  difciples  of  his  humour,  as  well  as  of  his  dodlrines  : 
There  is  not  fuch  a  pertinacious  fort  of  people  living,  fo 
Angular,  partial,  felf-conceited,  wilful,  and  incorrigible. 
We  mall  always  except  out  of  this  character  fome  of  the 
gentry,  moll  of  the  nobles,  and  all  th^  beaux  efprits  of 
that  profedion,  as  they  call  them,  that  is,  the  men  of 
fenfe  ;  for  they  defpife  the  bigotry  of  their  brethren,  and 
go  to  their  public  affemblies,  rather  in  complaifance  to 
their  parents,  friends,  and  kindred,  or  fot  the  fake  of  in- 
tereft,  than  out  of  any  real  regard  for  a  religion  of  fo 
young  a  date,  fo  mean  and  contemptible  a  figure,  and 
which  is  fhut  up  within  fuch  narrow  limits. 

They  are,  in  Ihort,  fo  bad,  or  at  lead  grown  fo  odious 
at  the  court,  that  the  king  is  quite  angry  with  them,  and 
refolved  to  extirpate  them  and  their  new-fangled  herefy 
out  of  the  nation.  In  order  to  this,  he  proceeds  gradu¬ 
ally,  like  a  politician,  being  not  willing  to  tempt  them 
to  a  general  revolt,  by  provoking  the  whole  party  at 
once,  and  rendering  them  defperate.  No,  no  ;  he  is  cun- 
ninger  than  to  draw  a  civil  war  upon  himfelf  and  his 
kingdom,  by  giving  fo  loud  an  alarm  to  a  people  who 
are  very  rich,  potent,  and  whofe  intereft  is  much  interwo¬ 
ven  with  that  of  the  catholics.  I  believe,  to  fpeak  mo- 
deftly,  they  are  able  to  keep  fifty  thoufand  men  of  arms 
in  pay,  as  they  can  contrive  the  bufinefs  among  them- 


Book  IV. 


A  SPY  AT  PARIS. 


169 

felves.  Therefore,  knowing  that  though  the  preachers 
all  profefs  the  fame  religion,  yet  every  one  is  not  fo  zeal*- 
ous  as  another  in  defending  and  propagating  it,  he  has 
made  fuch  a  politic  decree,  as  only  touches  thofe  parti¬ 
cular  mollas,  (or  minifters,  as  they  call  them  here)  who 
are  convicted  of-profelyting  any  catholics  to  their  here- 
fy  ;  whereby  alfo  is  threatened  to  the  catholics  theih- 
felves,  who  ihall  forfake  the  religion  of  their  fathers,  per¬ 
petual  banilhment,  the  lo.fs  of  their  right  hand,  which 
was  lifted  up  in  their  abjuration,  and  other  grievous  pe¬ 
nalties.  „ 

In  the  mean  time,  the  bilhops  and  inferior  priefts  are 
very  induffrious  to  confirm  the  catholics  in  their  native 
faith  and  obedience,  and  to  convert  the  huguenots  from 
their  fuppofed  error’s  :  I  call  them  fuppofed  errors,  be- 
caufe  it  is  much  one  to  us  that  are  muffulmans  and  fol¬ 
lowers  of  Mahomet,  whether  one  party  of  the  Nazarenes 
be  in  the  right  of  it  or  the  other,  only  we  muft  regard 
the  intereft  of  the  Ottoman  empire.  They  are  all  equally 
heretics  and  infidels,  fo  long  as  they  are  enemies  to  the 
mefl'enger  of  God,  the  feal  of  the  prophets. 

He  that  is  the  moll  vigorous,  and  takes  the  greateft 
pains  in  converting  the  huguenots,  is  the  Bilhop  of 
Meaux,  a  man  of  prodigious  eloquence,  fenfe,  and  wit. 
This  age  does  not  afford  his  equal,  in  the  perfections  of 
the  mind  and  intellect ;  he  is  profoundly  learned,  a  man 
of  univerfal  reading,  ikilful  in  moft  languages,  an  oracle 
in  philofophy,  aftronomy,  and  the  other  fciences  of  na¬ 
ture  ;  he  is  the  laureat  among  the  poets,  the  crown  of 
orators,  the  very  encyclopaedia  of  human  knowledge. 

It  is  true  he  is  very  zealous  for  the  authority  and  in¬ 
fallible  veracity  of  the  Roman  church  ;  but  he  afferts 
thefe  things  with  fo  much  grace  and  moderation,  with 
fuch  a  mafculine  reafon,  and  with  all  the  fymptoms  of  a 
Vol  VIII . 
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iincere  piety,  that  I,  who  regard  no  one  feft  of  the  Franks 
more  than  another,  cannot  bat  admire  the  natural  abili¬ 
ties  and  perfections  of  his  fold.  He  is  learned  as  Abdel 
Melee  Mali  Omar  at  Fez  ;  pious  as  Hebatolla  Mir  Ar¬ 
gun  at  Cogni  in  Natolia  ;  abftinent  as  Mohammed  in  A* 
rabia  ;  holy  as  the  abflracfed  Mirmadolin,  fantone  of  the 
Vale  of  Sidon  ;  a  man  every  way  accompiilhed,  and  in- 
fpired  with  divine  munificence. 

O  great  balfa,  accufe  me  not  for  this  eulogy  of  a  Chri- 
i’cian  ;  but  let  thou  and  I,  and  all  true  believers,  profit  by 
the  beft  examples,  yvherever  or  in  whatfoever  religion  we 
find  them,  whether  they  be  giafres  or  muflulmans. 

Paris,  13th  of  the  8th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1680. 


III. — To  the  Venerable  Mufti. 

So  long  as  thou  doft  not  complain  of  my  too  frequent 
letters,  I  lhall  not  murmur  at  the  pains  of  writing  them. 
It  is  a  pleafure  thus  to  revolve  the  hiftories  of  pad  ages  ; 
and  whilft  I  with  my  own  hand  confign  them  to  paper, 
they  adhere  the  falter  to  my'  memory.  I  Ihonld  not  be 
forty  if  I  were  to  fpend  the  remainder  of  my  days  in  e- 
pitomifmg  all  the  authentic  records  and  memoirs  that  are 
extant  in  the  world ;  fuch  an  exercife  would  be  a  con- 
itant  relief  of  melancholy,  by  lighting  abundance  of 
flambeaux  and  lamps  in  the  foul  to  difperfe  the  mills  and 
darknefs  which  naturally  make  it  fad.  I  ended  my  laft 
letter  with  the  reign  of  Numa  Pompilius  over  the  Ro¬ 
mans,  who,  as  if  he  had  made  the  kingdom  hereditary 
only  to  men  of  virtue,  was  no  fooner  dead,  but  the  peo¬ 
ple  ele&ed  Tullus  Plollilius  for  their  king,  in  confidera- 
tion  of  his  excellent  endowments  and  merits. 
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He  inftrufted  the  Romans  in  .a  more  perfeft  military 
discipline,  and  improved  the  art  of  war ;  fo  that  having 
trained  up  the  youth  to  a  wonderful  promptnefs  and  {kill 
in  arms,  he  ventured  to  fend  a  defiance  to  the  Albans, 
and  invade  their  territories,  though  they  were  a  llout 
people,  and  had  lorded  it  a  long  time  in  Italy  ;  but 
when  many  battles  had  been  fought  between  them,  with 
equal  damage  to  both  fides,  at  length,  to  put  an  end  to 
the  war,  and  make  the  Ioffes  of  the  vanquiftied  more  com¬ 
pendious,  they  mutually  agreed  to  decide  the  victory,  by 
a  combat  of  three  brothers  on  one  fide,  againft  as  many 
on  the  other.  Thofe  bn  the  Roman  part  were  called 
Horatii,  the  Alban  brothers  Curiatii. 

The  fight  was  fair  and  dubious,  and  had  an  admirable 
event ;  for  all  the  three  Curiatii  were  wounded,  and  two 
of  the  Horatii  killed,  fo  that  it  feemed  difficult  to  de¬ 
termine  which  had  the  advantage,  one  found  and  untouch¬ 
ed  Roman,  or  three  faint  and  weakened  Albans.  How¬ 
ever,  the  Surviving  Horatius,  not  prefuming  too  much 
on  his  own  ftrength  againft  fuch  an  unequal  number  of 
enemies,  added  policy  to  his  courage,  and  made  ufe  of 
this  ftratagem : 

He  counterfeited  a  flight,  that  fo  he  might  Separate  his 
adverfaries,  and  engage  with  them  Singly,  one  after  ano¬ 
ther,  according  as  they  overtook  him.  His  plot  took, 
and  he  vanquiflied  all  three  :  But  he  Sullied  his  vidfory 
with  the  blood  of  his  After,  whom  at  his  return  he  killed, 
becaufe  (he  met  him  not  with  joy  and  triumph,  but  with 
grief  and  tears  for  the  lofs  of  her  fpoufe,  who  was  one 
of  the  three  Alban  brethren.  He  was  called  in  qucftion 
for  the  bloody  fafl,  but  his  merit  fuperftded  his  crime  ; 
and  the  fact,  which  at  another  time  would  have  coft  him 
his  head,  now  Served  but  to  augment  his  glory. 
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Not  long  after  this,  there  broke  out  a  war  between  the 
Romans  and  the  Fidenates,  a  people  of  Latium  or  Tuf- 
cany.  The  Albans,  according  to  their  late  league,  were 
obliged  to  aid  the  Romans  in  their  wars,  wherefore  they 
fent  auxiliary  forces,  under  the  command  of  Metius  Suf- 
fetius  :  But  this  captain  proved  treacherous ;  for  juft  as 
the  two  armies  were  going  to  enter  into  battle,  he  with¬ 
drew  his  Albans  to  the  top  of  a  hill,  where  they  Hood 
neuters,  to  behold  the  fortune  of  the  fight,  that  fo  they 
might  join  the  ftrongeft  party,  which  when  Tullus  per¬ 
ceived,  he  politicly  cried  out  with  a  loud  voice,  in  the 
hearing  of  both  armies,  “  That  Metius  had  done  this  by 
his  command.”  Then  the  Romans  took  courage,  and 
their  enemies  being  ftruck  with  terror,  were  fcon  routed 
and  overcome  ;  after  which,  the  Roman  king  canfed  the 
traitor  Metius  Suffetius  to  be  tied  with  cords  to  two  cha- 
liots,  and  torn  in  pieces  by  wild  horfes.  He  alfo  ruined 
and  quite  demoliihed  Alba,  not  looking  on  that  city  new 
as  the  parent,  but  the  rival  of  Rome  ;  however,  he  firft 
tranfported  to  Rome  all  the  riches  of  Alba,  with  the  in¬ 
habitants,  that  fo  that  city  might  not  feem  to  perifh,  but 
only  to  remove  its  fituation,  and  be  incorporated  with 
Rome. 

Ancus  Martius  fucceeded  Tullus  Holtilius,  being  the 
grandchild  of  Numa  by  his  daughter :  He  inherited  his 
qualities  alfo,  as  well  as  his  blood  ;  he  encompafled  the 
city  with  walls,  and  joined  the  banks  of  Tiber,  which 
ran  through  the  middle  of  it,  with  a  bridge  ;  he  likewife 
built  the  port  Oftia,  juft  by  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
•where  it  flows  into  the  fea,  planting  there  a  colony  of 
Romans,  as  if  he  had  then  prefaged  what  afterwards 
came  to  pafs,  that  the  merchandifes  of  the  world  fliould 
be  brought  in  thither,  as  into  the  maritime  ftorehoufe  of 
the  city  deftined  to  conquer  all  things. 
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To  him  fucceeded  Tarquinius,  afterwards  furnamed 
Prifcus :  He  was  of  foreign  extraction,  yet  obtained  the 
fovereignty  by  his  eloquence  and  wit ;  for,  being  the  fen 
of  Lucumo,  a  Corinthian,  who  abandoned  his  country, 
and  fled  into  Tufeany,  where  he  was  made  king,  this  Tar- 
quinius,  polifliing  his  Greek  nature  with  Italian  arts,  in- 
finuated  fo  far  with  the  Romans,  that  they  chofe  him 
for  their  king  :  He  augmented  the  number  of  fenators, 
and  added  three  hundred  foldiers  to  the  troops  that  were 
already  eftablilhed,  which  was  all  he  durft  do,  in  regard 
Attius  Naevius,  an  augur  in  high  requeft  among  the 
Romans,  had  forbid  any  greater  number  to  be  added. 
Thefe  augurs  were  a  fort  of  diviners,  who  foretold 
things  to  come,  from  the  chirping,  flying,  feeding,  and 
other  aftions  of  birds.  Tarquinius  one  day  aflced  this 
Attius  Naevius,  “  Whether  the  thing  could  poffibly  be 
done,  which  he  had  then  thought  upon  ?”  The  augur, 
confulting  his  art,  anfwered,  “  It  might  be  done.”  Then 
faid  the  king,  “  I  was  confidering  whether  I  could  cut 
this  whetllone  with  a  razor.”  “Yes,  you  may,”  replied 
Attius..  And  the  king  did  it.  From  that  time,  the  cob 
lege  of  augurs,  firft  founded  by  Romulus,  was  held  in 
facred  efteem  by  the  Romans.  Ifliould  have  called  them 
the  Triumvirate  of  Augurs,  for  there  were  but  three  at 
firft,  one  out  of  every  tribe;  but  Servius  Tullius,  the 
next  king,  added  a  fourth.  Thefe  were  all  nobles.  But 
afterwards  they  were  increafed  to  nine,  and  laft  of  all  to 
fifteen,  in  the  dictatorlhip  of  Sylla. 

To  return  to  Tarquinius  :  He  was  no  lefs  profperoua 
in  war  than  in  peace  ;  for  he  fubdued  twelve  cities  of  the 
Tufcans,  with  the  territories  belonging  to  them  ;  he  in¬ 
vented  robes,  and  enfigns  of  Hate  ;  the  ivory  feats  of  cha¬ 
riots,  wherein  the  fenators  were  carried  to  the  council  ; 
the  gold  ring«,  a!U]  magnificent  horfe -trappings,  which 
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were  given  to  the  Roman  knights,  as  badges  of  honour ; 
alfo  the  purple  and  fcarlet  robes  ;  the  triumphal  chariot 
of  gold  ;  the  painted  Phrygian  robe,  worn  by  a  vittori- 
ous  general,  when  he  celebrated  a  triumph  ;  with  many 
other  ornaments  and  public  decorations,  to  fet  forth  the 
majefty  and  grandeur  of  the  Roman  (late. 

Tarquinius  being  mortally  wounded,  his  wife  Tanaquil 
perfuaded  the  people,  that  all  was  well  with  him;  that  his 
wounds  were  not  dangerous  ;  that  he  was  only  laid  in  a 
(lumber  ;  and  that  in  a  little  time  they  (hould  fee  him 
well  again ;  in  the  mean  while,  (he  faid,  it  was  his  will 
and  pleafure  that  they  (hould  obey  Servius  Tullius,  a  fa¬ 
vourite  of  her’s,  who  would  adminifter  juftice,  and  go¬ 
vern  the  people  wifely  during  the  king’s  illnefs. 

This  Servius  Tullius  was  the  fon  of  a  Prince  of  La- 
tium,  who  being  killed  in  a  battle  with  the  Romans,  his 
wife  was  carried  captive  to  Rome,  and  being  prefented 
to  Queen  Tanaquil,  lived  free  from  fervitude  under  her 
protection  ;  and  being  with  child,  was  delivered  of  Ser¬ 
vius  Tullius  in  TanaquiPs  palace.  The  queen  took  a  (in-' 
gular  fancy  to  the  noble  infant,  and  gave  him  royal  edu¬ 
cation,  prefaging  from  a  flame  which  (lie  faw  environing 
his  head,  that  he  would  be  a  famous  man  in  time.  It 
was  for  this  reafon  (he  perfuaded  the  people  to  receive 
him  as  the  king’s  fubilitute  or  deputy,  for  a  while,  not 
doubting  but  that  after  they  had  tailed  the  fvveetnefs  of 
his  government,  and  the  death  of  Tarquin  (hould  be 
known,  they  would  eafily  fubmit  to  him  as  Tarquin  s 
fucceffor.  Her  (Iratagem  had  its  delired  effecl  ;  for  Ser¬ 
vius  Tullius  improved  his  time  fo  well  in  pleafing  the  peo¬ 
ple,  that  the  kingdom,  which  he  obtained  by  craft,  was 
acknowledged  by  all  as  due  to  his  merit  and  virtues.  He 
uril  brought  the  people  of  Rome  under  an  afleffment, 
whereby  every  man’s  eftate  was  valued  ;  he  divided  them 
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Into  clafles,  wards,  and  colleges ;  and  the  commonwealth 
was  brought  Into  fucii  order,  by  the  exquifite  policy  or 
this  wife  king,  that  the  difference  of  every  man#s  patri¬ 
mony,  dignity,  age,  trade,  and  office,  was  regiftered  in 
public  tables,  which  rendered  the  economy  of  this  great 
ftate  as  regular  and  eafy  as  that  of  a  private  family  or 
houfe. 

The  laid  of  all  the  kings  was  Tarquinius,  furnamed 
the  Proud,  fot  the  morofe  and  difdainful  haughtinefs  of 
his  temper  :  He  married  the  daughter  of  Servius  Tullius, 
in  hopes  of  fucceeding  in  the  kingdom  ;  but  he  not  hav¬ 
ing  patience  to  wait  for  the  natural  death  of  his  father- 
in-law,  hired  ruffians  to  murder  him,  and  then  feized  up¬ 
on  the  kingdom  by  violence  ;  neither  did  he  govern  the 
ftate  with  lefs  wickednefs  and  cruelty,  .than  that  by  which 
he  obtained  it ;  for  he  denied  burial  to  his  murdered  fa¬ 
ther-in-law,  faying,  “  That  he  deferved  not  better  ufage 
than  Romulus,  -who  perilhed  without  a  fepulchre.”  He 
alfo  flew  the  chiefs  of  the  nobles  whom  he  fufpedfed  to 
be  in  Servius’s  intereft.  And  bis  wife  Tullia  was  as  bad 
as  he  ;  for  as  foon  as  fhe  had  faluted  her  hufband  by  the 
title  of  king,  fhe  caufed  herfelf  to  be  driven  in  a  chariot 
over  ihe  dead  carcafe  of  her  father.  Both  of  them  ex- 
ercifed  great  cruelty,  and  maflacred  many  of  the  fena- 
tors  :  But  the  pride  of  Tarquin  was  intolerable  to  all, 
till,  at  length,  when  he  had  fpent  enough  cf  his  rage  at 
home,  he  turned  it  againft  his  foreign  enemies  abroad, 
and  took  many  ftrong  towns  in  Latium.  However,  not- 
withftanding  all  his  vices,  he  gave  the  world  this  proof  of 
his  piety,  that  out  of  the  fpoils  which  he  took  from  his 
enemies,  he  raifed  money,  and  finiihed  therewith  the 
Temple  of  Jupiter  in  the  Capitol,  which  his  father  Tar¬ 
quinius  Prifcus  had  begun.  The  ftory  fays,  that  as  they 
were  laying  the  foundations  of  this  temple,  they  found  the 
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head  of  a  man,  which  they  interpreted  as  a  good  omen, 
that  Rome  fhould  be  the  feat  of  a  vad  empire,  and  mif- 
trefs  of  the  whole  earth,  as  it  afterwards  came  to  pafs. 

The  people  of  Rome  bore  with  the  pride  of  Tarquin, 
but  would  not  bear  with  the  lull  and  tyranny  of  his  fons, 
oneof  which  ravi(hedL.ueretia,a  woman  of  admirable  beau¬ 
ty  and  virtue  :  The  chafte  matron  expiated  the  difgrace 
by  dabbing  herfelf ;  and  as  fire  breathed  her  laft,  fhe 
charged  Brutus  and  Collatinus,  two  princes,  to  revenge 
her  caufe  ;  wherefore  they  dirred  up  the  people  to  afiert 
their  liberty,  and  abrogate  the  kingly  government,  which 
was  as  readily  done  as  mentioned  ;  and  here  was  an  end 
put  to  the  tyranny  of  kings. 

In  my  next  I  will  relate  the  increafe  and  progrefs  of 
the  Roman  date,  under  the  government  of  confuls  and 
emperors,  which  will  comprehend  the  mod  memorable 
events  of  peace  and  war,  even  to  the  catadrophe  of  the 
empire. 

Paris,  22d  of  the  9th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1680. 


IV;— 7a  Orchan  Cabet,  Student  of  the  Sciences,  and 
Penfioner  to  the  Sidtan. 

A  bout  the  fdul  ;  that  is  the  thought  I  am  upon,  that 
is  the  word  I  am  going  to  write  ;  whether  it  (hall,  after 
the  grand  divorce  from  the  body,  go  to  heaven  or  hell, 
(as  they  are  commonly  reprefented)  or  whether  it  dial! 
not  rather  be  more  happily  or  miferably  dilpofed  of,  or 
if  lefs,  yet  at  lead  in  a  more  proportionate  order  of  eter¬ 
nal  judiee.  Methinks  I  tade  and  feel  the  original  mean¬ 
ing  of  the  word  Ncmefis,  which  though  it  pafs  for  primi¬ 
tive  Greek  among  the  mod  learned  of  the  wedern  fcho- 
lars,  yet  I  can  prove  it  to  be  a  Phoenician  derivative  from. 


A  SPY  AT  PARIS. 


Book  IV . 


the  Chinefe,  and  I  can  demonftrate  likewiie  that  it  is  full 
of  inyfteries, 

Every  fyllable  of  it  is  fa'cix-d  and  myfterious  as  the 
Mene,  Mene,  Tekel,  Upharsin,  of  Beljha%nar ; 
Numcravit,  Numeravit,  slppendit,  Divjfit ;  that  is  the  fenfe 
of  it ;  fo  are  words  become  the  Eternal  Mind. 

The  very  letters  which  compofe  words  (I  fnould  have 
laid  the  fyllables  firft,  in  good  manners)  are  all  the  pro- 
du£ls  of  the  mathematics;  I  mean,  of  the  original  fcience, 
not  of  thofe  paltry  fragments,  fcraps,  and  offals,  that  are 
taught  in  fchools  and  academies  ;  fuch  as  the  Elements  of 
Euclid,  the  Rudiments  of  Algebra,  Benazer,  Kiflud,  or 
any  other  learned  pen.  There  is  fomething  more  within 
the  verge  of  human  fcience  than  what  has  been  divulged 
hitherto  in  the  world,  or  at  leaf!  more  than  what  is  now 
extant,  arid  has  efcaped  the  ruin  of  fires,  floods,  earth, 
quakes,  and  the  jaws  of  all  devouring  time. 

Learned  Orchan,  I  will  not  be  prolix  ;  but  anfwer  me 
one  queftion  about  the  foul:  Can  ft  thou  believe  the  fiories 
of  the  priefts  concerning  purgatory,  hell,  and  the  two  other 
limbos?  haft  thou  faith  enough  to  f wallow  the  ridiculous 
figments  of  the  book  intitled,  Speculum  Exemplorum,  a 
trad  fo  highly  celebrated  and  magnified  among  the  fu- 
perftitious  Nazarenes  of  the  Roman  church  ?  Believe  me, 
thefe  dodrines  are  the  pure  effeds  of  anthropomorphifm, 
or  the  religion  of  thofe  who  reprefent  God  under  the 
form  of  a  mortal  man ;  for  they,  poor  fouls,  are  fo  in¬ 
capable  of  rifing  above  this  grofs  and  earthly  thought, 
that  they  even  prefume  to  draw  and  paint  the  effigies  of 
the  Eternal  Divinity,  which  has  fio  figure  or  refemblance ; 
they  pourtray  him  like  a  very  old  man,  with  grey  hairs 
on  his  head  and  beard,  and  then  they  fet  the  idol  ud  in 
temples  to  be  adored :  The  rude  and  ignorant  vulgar 
dare  not  contradid  their  guides,  whom  they  revere  as  o- 
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racles ;  they  bow  before  the  facred  vanity,  paying  divine 
honours  to  the  work  of  human  art.  Thus  fuperftition 
and  error  fpread  abroad  and  take  firm  root  in  the  world ; 
from  hence  the  duller  part  of  men  derive  their  notions  of 
man’s  foul. 

They  cannot  conceive  how  it  fhould  fubfift  after  death, 
without  juft  fuch  a  body  of  flefh  and  blood  as  it  has  in 
this  life  ;  and  yet  they  contradidl  that  very  opinion,  by 
aflerting  that  it  cannot  have  fuch  a  body  till  the  general 
refurre&ioq,  whilft  at  the  fame  time  they  aftert,  that  it 
fhall  enjoy  all  the  pleafures,  or  fuffer  all  the  pains,  which 
none  but  corporeal  beings  are  capable  of.  Doubtlefs  the 
infidels  are  involved  in  a  labyrinth  of  herefies. 

We  mortals  know  not  the  ftaie  of  departed  fouls,  whe¬ 
ther  they  go  upwards  or  downwards,  to  the  eaft  or  weft, 
north  or  fouth  ;  we  are  wholly  ignorant  of  the  climates 
wherein  the  blefled  and  the  damned  are  feparately  difpof- 
ed  of.  Perhaps  the  dodtrine  of  tranfmigration  taught  by 
Pythagoras,  Empedocles,  and  all  the  eaftern  Indians,  may 
be  true,  from  wThich  belief  few  muffulmans  do  diffent ;  or 
it  may  be  we  (hall,  as  the  gentile  poets  wrote  myfteri- 
oufly,  fall  into  Lethe’s  lake,  into  the  region  of  forgetful- 
nefs,  where  we  fhall  be  as  though  we  had  never  been. 
This  is  the  foul’s  inactive  ftate,  if  any  fuch  there  be  in 
nature  for  an  incorporeal  fpirit  ;  and  then  the  Millenaries 
hr  Chialifts  among  the  Chriftians,  may  be  much  in  the 
fight  of  it,  who  taught  the  fleep  of  the  foul  until  the  re- 
furredlion.  Indeed,  in  my  opinion,  this  life  itfelf,  where¬ 
in  we  think  ourfelves  fo  much  awake,  to  hear,  fee,  tafte, 
fmell,  feel,  and  revel  in  the  pleafures  of  the  univerfe,  is 
but  a  dream  or  trance,  a  grand  deliquium  of  the  foul,  the 
univerfal  apoplexy  of  human  nature  ;  for  the  true  genuine 
life  is  only  to  be  found  above,  in  the  pure  regions  of  the 
air,  or  more  refined  Ikies  j  or  if  not  there,  at  leaft  and 
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lowed  rate,  in  the  tupevlative  heights  beyond  the  liars, 
remote  from  narrow  and  polluted  matter,  where  rfedl 
ellences  do  bade  eternally  in  the  grand  halo  of  the  God¬ 
head,  or  fhroud  and  cool  themfelves  under  the  lhady  trees 
of  paradife,  whofe  roots  fpring  from  the  deep  abyffes  of 
eternity,  and  are  walked  by  iprings  and  dreams  warbling 
along  the  verdant  banks  of  fweet  chiofes,  and  elegant  bor¬ 
ders  of  the  groves  in  Eden. 

Such  are  the  pleafures  which  God,  the  fountain  of  mu¬ 
nificence,  is  pleafed  to  treat  his  creatures  with;  he  dudies 
to  regale  his  favourites  wijh  infinite  beatitudes. 

There  are  in  paradife  rivers  broad  and  long  as  the  Da¬ 
nube,  Volga,  Niger,  Nilus,  or  any  other  noted  current 
upon  earth  ;  their  dreams  run  all  with  honey,  wine,  and 
milk,  or  more  delicious  liquors,  if  any  fuch  there  be. 

They  are  not  deep,  that  tifhorous  men  need  fear  to 
drown  themfelves,  yet  deep  enough  for  foreign  earthly 
fouls  to  fwim  in  everlading  pleafures.  Moreover,  thou 
knowed  the  faying  of  the  prophet,  “  That  we  diall  have 
women  there,  whofe  beauty  no  painter’s  art  can  ever  eX- 
prefs,  who  fhall  not  glance  a  look  upon  another  man  be- 
fide  their  own  women  whofe  beauty  fhall  exceed  the 
luflre  of  diamonds,  rubies,  hyacinths,  and  whatfoever  is 
precious  in  the  Ead. 

He  promifes  likewife,  “  That  wc  fhall  be  dretched 
out  at  perfeft  eafe  on  dately  beds,  under  pavilions  of  mag- 
nific  drudture where  pages  fair  and  beautiful  as  pearls 
(hall  wait  upon  us,  whilil  gentle  zephyrs  fan  the  ambient 
air  with  their  immortal  breezes,  making  a  foft  and^.ate- 
ful  found  among  the  leaves  and  boughs  of  thofe  tail  ver¬ 
dant  copfes,  woods,  and  thickets,  which  are  planted  here 
and  there  throughout  the  fields  of  paradife. 

O  Orchan  !  by  all  thefe  allegories  we  are  to  underdand 
the  fupreme  felicity  of  virtuous  fouls,  who  die  in  faith 
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and  love.  This  is  a  certain  rule,  that  “  whatfoever  is 
pleafant  and  agreeable  to  any  good  man  upon  earth,  (hall 
be  either  fuperlatively  augmented  in  fpecie,  or  improved 
by  an  infinitely  more  pleafant  change  in  heaven.”  So 
that  no  man  that  dies  well  can  poffibly  be  baulked  of  his 
fill  of  happinefs. 

Shall  I  difcourfe  frankly  and  after  the  manner  of 
friends  ?  I  think,  when  Atropos  has  done  her  bufinefs 
and  ours,  when  (he  has  cut  the  thread  of  earthly  life,  our 
fouls  will  then  awake  as  from  a  tedious  dumber  mixed  of 
joys  and  griefs,  of  fears  and  hopes,  pleafures,  and  pains  ; 
and  we  (hall  foon  experience  the  truth  of  all  our  anxious 
forecafts ;  every  man  fnall  be  difpofed  of,  according  to 
his  rank  in  the  heraldry  of  fate  ;  I  will  not  prefume  to 
calculate  particularly,  where  or  how  ;  only,  in  general, 
this  is  my  faith,  that  there  are  paradifes  of  all  forts  and 
degrees  prepared  with  exquifite  proportion  for  the  various 
kinds  of  good  men,  and  hells  as  accurately  fitted  and  e- 
qually  adjuded  for  the  punifhment  of  the  wicked,  to 
whatfoever  clafs  or  order  j  for  it  appears  to  me  a  grand 
folecifm,  a  perfect  blundep  in  divinity  and  reafon,  to  af- 
fert  or  imagine,  that  as  foon  as  the  breath  is  out  of  the 
body,  our  fouls  mud  either  fwiftly  pod  through  all  the 
elements  and  orbs  above,  and  in  a  moment’s  time  be  feat- 
ed  in  the  coelum  empyrseum,  or  elfe  mud  tumble  head¬ 
long  in  an  indant  to  the  lowed  hell.  Methinks,  if  I 
were  to  go  upwards,  I  would  tarry  by  the  way,  and  di¬ 
vert  myfelf  a  while  in  the  upper  region  of  ferene  and 
balmy  air,  there  to  converfe  with  courteous  demons,  and 
perhaps  with  fouls  of  gentile  old  philofophers  and  poets ; 
I  would  inquire  at  lead  for  Orpheus,  Homer,  Virgil,  O- 
vid,  and  Lucretius ;  for  Pindar,  Epi&etus,  and,  by  the 
by,  for  Sappho  :  I  (hould  be  ambitious  alfo  to  fee  or 

hear  of  Pythagoras,  Plato,  Plotinus,  Porphyry,  and  fome 
i 


Book  IV. 


A  SPY  AX  PARIS. 


181 

other  of  the  Grecian  fages  ;  neither  would  I  forget  the 
name  of  any  renowned  wife  man  of  paft  ages  ;  for  I 
think  the  earth  has  born  but  few  of  late  that  deferve  to 
be  mentioned.  But  above  all,  I  fhould  be  diligent  and 
curious  to  find  cut  the  thrice  great  Hermes,  father  of 
wifdom  and  fcience.  It  is  ten  to  one  but  I  fhould  vifit 
Horace,  and  afk  for  a  bottle  of  his  beloved  Champaign 
Mulcadine,  if  he  has  any  there. 

When  I  had  thus  refrefhed  myfelf  in  the  paradifes  of 
this  fublunary  world,  I  would  take  my  conge,  and  travel 
to  the  orb  of  the  moon  ;  I  would  kifs  the  hand  of  Me- 
narchus  who  rules  all  the  inhabitants  of  that  planet ;  if  1 
found  him  in  a  good  humour,  I  would  humbly  beg  his 
pardon,  and  intercede  for  the  filly  Arcadians,  who  boaft- 
ed  that  their  country  was  cider  than  the  moon  ;  I  would 
reprefent  their  cafe  as  favourably  as  I  could,  putting  him 
in  mind  that  they  were  only  a  company  of  poor  ignorant 
fhepherds,  who  firft  broached  that  blafphemous  libel,  and 
that  their  nation  is  quite  extinft  on  ea-rth  ;  therefore 
they  are  not  worthy  of  his  farther  revenge  or  anger,  fince 
every  Arcadian  who  had  aflerted  this  in  his  lifetime,  has, 
for  his  penance,  been  forced  to  dig  in  the  mines  of  the 
moon  from  the  hour  of  his  death.  Perhaps  thefe  poor 
fellows  might  fare  the  better  for  my  apology,  who  knows : 
But,  if  I  found  that  my  requeft  was  granted,  and  thefe 
unfortunate  Arcadians,  being  releafed  from  the  Sub-Cyn- 
thian  dungeons,  were  permitted  to  return  to  earth  again, 
I  would  charge  them  to  have  a  care  how  they  affronted 
fach  a  potent  neighbour  next  time. 

Having  done  fo  good  a  work,  I  would  flip  through  the 
orb  of  Mercury  as  nimbly  as  I  could,  left  that  cunning 
thief  fhould  fteal  the  teeth  out  of  my  head  ;  and  juft 
paying  my  refpefts  to  Lady  Venus  en  pqtfant,  I  would 
fhut  my  eyes,  and  glide  in  a  trice  through  the  fcorching 
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fp'nere  of  the  fun.  As  for  Mars,  Jupiter,  and  Saturn,  I 
have  nothing  to  do  with  them.  But  what  work  would 
I  make  with  the  beads  and  monfters  of  the  eighth  fphere? 
1  would  certainly  fleece  the  Ram  *,  and  make  the  Bull  f 
run  mad.  If  I  palled  by  the  Twins  J  in  pity,  I  would 
eat  the  Crab  §  for  a  Viaticum  ;  the  fhell  I  would  throw 
to  the  Lion  ||  to  flop  his  mouth,  left  he  fhould  ierve  me 
in  the  fame  manner.  But  what  a  confounded  flop  and 
paufe  fhould  I  make  when  I  came  to  the  Virgin  ? 
"What  qualms  of  love  fhould  I  have  ?  till,  weighing  her 
in  the  Balance  **  of  reafon,  I  fhould  find  her  too  light, 
and  fhould  rather  venture  on  the  Scorpion  ff  :  But  I 
would  firft  charm  him  with  the  myflerious  verficle  of  the 
alccran  ;  and  to  make  fure  of  him,  I  would  pray  for 
Noah  and  all  his  pofterity,  according  to  the  old  rule  of 
the  Arabians ;  and  then  I  might  fafely  pafs  by,  without 
being,  flung.  Had  ra(h  Phaeton  been  acquainted  with 
thefe  fecrets,  when  he  drove  the  chariot  of  the  fun  fo 
madly,  he  might  have  rid  over  the  Scorpion,  without  dan¬ 
ger  of  burning  the  world  ;  neither  had  he  been  thunder- 
ftruck  by  Jupiter,  and  drowned  in  the  river  Po,  nor  his 
poor  lifters  been  turned  into  poplars  ;  however,  as  he 
fell  out  of  the  coach-box,  he  dropped  his  turban  on  the 
frontiers  of  Sagittary  which  I  would  take  up  tofhield 
from  the  fhafts  of  that  fprightful  archer.  As  for  Capri¬ 
corn  §  $ ,  he  is  a  good  harmlefs  monfter/and  any  body  may 
pafs  by  him  without  danger.  Then  I  would  quench  my 
third  with  Aquarius  j]  ||,  after  eating  the  Crab,  and  fo  pre¬ 
pare  for  another  banquet  on  Pifces  ^J. 

If  thou  thinkeft  I  am  too  much  in  jeft  with  the  hea¬ 
venly  figns,  I  tell  thee  there  is  nothing  in  nature  more  ri- 

*  Aries.  f  Taurus.  f  Gemini.  §  Cancer.  ||  Leo. 
*[  Virgo.  **  Libra.  ff  Scorpio.  Sagittarius. 

§5  Capricornus.  |j||  Aquarius.  Pifces. 
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diculous  than  thefe  fiftitious  forms  and  names  affigned 
them  by  the  ancient  poets. 

However,  my  foul  begins  to  be  tired  with  thus  pur- 
fuing  thofe  beads  of  the  Iky  ;  fo  I  will  put  an  end  to  the 
chafe,  wifhing  thee  and  myfelf  a  good  repofe,  for  it  is  a- 
bove  an  hour  pad  midnight.  Adieu. 

Paris,  i7;h  of  the  loth  Moon,  of  the  Year  1680. 


V. — To  Hamet,  Reis  Effendi,  Principal  Secretary  of 
the  Ottoman  Empire. 

If  thou  wilt  turn  over  the  regider'  of  the  empire,  thou 
wilt  find  fome  of  my  letters  wherein  I  have  defcribed  the 
city  of  Venice,  according  to  the  bed  information  I  had 
from  Adonai,  a  Jew  redding  there  as  a  private  agent 
for  the  Grand  Signior ;  therefore,  avoiding  all  particulari¬ 
ties  concerning  the  incredible  magnificence  of  the  palaces, 
temples,  bridges,  colleges,  and. other  public  buildings, 
■where  nothing  is  to  be  feen  but  marble,  jafper,  porphyry, 
filver,  gold,  and  other  precious  ornaments,  which  every 
where  dazzle  the  eyes  of  drangers,  I  will  only  take  no¬ 
tice  of  fuch  things  relating  to  this  city  and  republic  as  I 
formerly  omitted. 

The  Venetians  poffefs  feveral  mod  ample,  rich,  and 
flouridling  cities  in  Italy,  befides  abundance  of  fmaller 
towns,  cadles,  and  fortreffes.  The  names  of  thofe  cities 
which  are  of  chiefed  note,  are  Bergamo,  Crema,  Brixia, 
Verona,  Trent,  Aquileia,  Vicenza,  Padua,  and  Tervifo. 
As  for  the  towns,  they  are  too  many  to  infert  in  a  letter. 

Towards  the  north  of  their  city,  they  are  makers  of 
almod  all  Friuli,  with  Idria,  which  is  the  utmod  province 
of  Italy,  on  that  fide  ;  they  are  alfo  lords  of  the  greafed 
part  of  Dalmatia,  with  the  files  belonging  to  it.  In  the 
mouth  of  the  Adriatic  Sea,  they  poffefs  Corfu,  Cepha- 
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Ionia,  Zantc,  Cerigo,  with  many  more  of  lefs  note  ;  not 
to  fpeak  of  Canaia,  fo  well  known  to  the  muffulmans. 

From  all  thefe  territories  the  republic  has  an  yearly  in* 
come  of  two  millions  in  gold,  which  is  not  treafurcd  up 
for  any  long  time,  but  is  employed  in  the  public  expen- 
ces,  as  in  maintaining  military  forces  by  fea  and  land,  in 
building  and  rigging  up  their  fleets,  in  raifing  and  repair¬ 
ing  forts  and  caftles,  in  paying  the  flipcnds  of  magiftrates 
and  public  minifters,  with  other  expences  too  tedious  to 
be  named. 

Tiiey  have  other  ways  to  raife  money  in  extraordinary 
cafes,  as  in  time  of  war,  or  the  like  ;  for  then  they  dou¬ 
ble  or  treble  the  taxes,  and  tythes,  and  impofts  ;  and  all 
are  liable  to  anfwer  the  demands  of  the  republic,  the  no¬ 
ble  as  well  as  the  vulgar.  Neither  do  they  feem  unwill¬ 
ing,  when  the  extreme  neceffities  of  the  ftate  require  it  ; 
but,  if  this  be  not  fufficient  to  defray  the  public  charges, 
then  the  magiftrates  and  public  minifters  are  obliged  to 
wait  for  their  falaries  and  ftipends  till  the  commonwealth 
is  in  a  condition  to  pay  them.  They  alfo  at  fuch  a  time 
are  ufed  to  fell  the  places  of  great  trull;  and  honour  to 
the  nobles,  who  at  other  times  enjoy  them  gratis,  as  a 
reward  of  their  merits. 

If  all  this  will  not  do  the  bufinefs,  and  they  find  them- 
felves  reduced  to  great  extremities,  then  they  borrow  of 
private  perfons  fuch  fums  as  they  want,  on  the  public 
faith  ;  and  if  any  wealthy  citizen  refufe,  or  appear  un¬ 
willing  to  lend  his  money,  they  ufe  for.ce  and  violence, 
feizing  his  goods,  whether  moveable  or  immoveable,  and 
fell  them  for  ready  money.  At  the  fame  time,  the  re¬ 
public  declares  herfelf  debtor  to  thofe  men,  and  pawns 
her  faith  to  pay  them,  with  intereft,  after  a  certain  num¬ 
ber  of  years,  or  when  the  war  is  finifhed,  according  as 
[he  is  able  ;  and  that  which  is  moll  admirable  is,  that  ail 


Book  IV. 


A  SPY  AT  PARIS. 


1&5 


this  is  done  without  the  lead  tumult  or  {edition,  or  any 
exterior  fymptoms  of  difcontent  ;  nay,  this  people  are 
fo  prompt  and  ready  to  affift  the  date  in  fuch  exigencies, 
that  it  is  common  for  many  of  the  nobles  and  wealthy 
citizens,  to  make  a  voluntary  tender  of  their  money  to 
the  fenate ;  and  fome  will  fell  their  plate,  of  their  own 
accord,  with  all  their  wives  jewels  and  other  ornaments^ 
turning  them  into  money,  for  the  fcrvice  of  the  common¬ 
wealth. 

Befides,  not  only  the  inhabitants  of  Venice  contribute 
thus  to  the  public  treafury,  but  alfo  the  other  cities  and 
towns  under  their  jurifdidtion,  each  according  to  their  a- 
bility  ;  therefore  it  matters  not  much  whether  the  re¬ 
public  have  any  bank  of  money  by  her  or  no,  fince  her 
private  fubjedts  are  rich  enough,  and  (he  can  make  ufe  of 
their  wealth  without  any  difficulty,  or  ill  confequence, 
whenever  (he  has  occafion. 

As  for  the  ftrength  and  military  forces  of  the  Vene¬ 
tians,  it  may  be  faid  that  there  is  fcarce  a  prince  in  Eu¬ 
rope  who  has  better  and  larger  fortifications  than  this  re¬ 
public  ;  to  defend  which,  and  all  her  other  pofleffions, 
fine  makes  ufe  of  the  inhabitants,  every  province  being  o- 
bliged  to  furnilh  fo  many  thoufand  foldiers  as  are  fufficiertt 
to  fill  the  garrifons,  and  guard  the  country  from  foreign 
invafion.  Thus,  in  the  province  of  Lombardy  alone, 
there  are  twenty-five  thoufand  foot  kept  conftantly  in 
arms  ;  befides  thefe,  in  time  of  war  they  raife  extraordi¬ 
nary  armies,  both  in  their  own  territories,  and  in  Ger¬ 
man  ,  or  among  the  Swifs  Cantons  ;  from  which  laft, 
they  generally  have  an  aid  of  thirty  or  five-and-thirty 
thoufand  mercenaries,  who  are  partly  bellowed  on  board 
their  fleet,  and  partly  in  their  forts  and  caftles,  whilft 
fome  of  them  guard  the  bridges,  and  other  paffes  of  the 
country.  As  for  the  cavalry  of  this  commonwealth,  it 
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Is  very  fmall  and  inconfiderable  for  their  number  ;  but 
being  moil  of  them  the  fons  of  nobles,  they  are  valued 
for  their  blood,  which  infpires  them  with  heroic  refolu- 
tion  and  bravery; 

When  they  are  to  wage  war  by  land,  they  ufually  in¬ 
vite  fome  foreign  petty  prince  to  be  generaliffimo  of  their 
armies:  him  they  endear  with  moll  ample -gifts  and  ho¬ 
nours,  giving  him  two  fenators  for  his  colleagues,  men 
who  have  been  fignally  faithful  and  ferviceable  to  the 
commonwealth  ;  thefe  are  called  proveditors,  or  fupervi- 
fors-general,  without  whofe  confent  and  approbation  this 
generaliffimo  cannot  give  battle,  or  do  any  thing  elfe  of 
moment,  from  which  the  commonwealth  may  receive  pro¬ 
fit  or  damage. 

I  forbear  to  fpeak  of  the  arfenal  of  Venice,  which  is 
one  of  the  wonders  of  the  world,  in  regard  I  have  al¬ 
ready  given  a  defcription  of  it  to  the  minilters  of  the 
Porte  in  one  or  my  former  letters,  which  thou  wilt  find 
regiftered. 

Illuftrious  fcribe,  I  aim  at  brevity  in  all  my  difpatches, 
that  I  may  not  weary  out  thy  patience  ;  but  fometimes 
my  fubjedl  carries  me  beyond  my  limits,  otherwife  I 
ihould  be  forced  to  conclude  fome  of  my  letters  in  the 
midft  of  a  relation,  which  in  my  opinion  looks  like  a 
botch. 

Therefore  to  avoid  this  folecifm,  I  mull  not  clofe  up 
my  difpatch  till  I  have  given  thee  an  account  what  rites 
and  ceremonies  are  ufed  in  electing  the  Dukes  of  Venice  ; 
which  take  as  follow  : 

The  day  of  election  being  appointed,  all  the  Venetian 
fenators  that  are  thirty  years  of  age,  meet  together  in 
the  palace,  where  the  gates  being  llrut,  an  urn  or  chdl  is 
placed  in  the  middle  of  the  affembly,  into  which  are 
thrown  as  many  little  balls  as  there  be  fenators  prefent ; 
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thefe  balls  are  of  two  colours,  for  thirty-  of  them  are 
gilt,  the  reft  are  white  :  Every  one  of  the  fenators  takes 
a  ball  out  of  the  urn  ;  thofe  who  get  the  thirty  gilt  ones 
are  carried  into  another  conclave,  whilft  thofe  who  have 
the  white  ones  remain  in  the  fame  place.  In  the  fecond 
conclave  is  alfo  placed  an  urn,  into  which  thirty  balls  are 
caft  ;  among  which  nine  are  gilt,  the  reft  white  :  Thofe 
who  get  the  nine  gilt  ones,  name  forty  men,  who  are 
called  Electors  of  the  Firft  Election ;  thefe  forty  men, 
throw  into  the  urn  forty  balls,  of  which  twelve  are  gilt, 
the  reft  white  ;  thofe  who  get  the  twelve  gilt  balls  are 
called  Electors  of  the  Second  Election,  for  they  name 
five-and-twenty  other  men  :  Thefe  five-and-twenty  throw 
into  the  urn  five-and-twenty  balls,  of  which  nine  are  gilt, 
and  they  who  get  them  are  called  Electors  of  the  Third 
Election  ;  for  thefe  name  one-and-forty  men,  in  whofe 
power  it  is  to  create  a  duke  or  prince  of  the  republic  : 
And  they  do  it  after  this  manner  : 

They  choofe  from  among  themfelves  three  fenators 
more  venerable  than  the  reft,  whom  they  call  the  Chiefs 
of  the  Congregation,  and  two  fecretaries  ;  then  there  re¬ 
main  fix-and-thirty,  who  give  in  their  votes  after  this 
manner  : 

The  three  chiefs  fit  in  fo  many  feats,  more  eminent 
than  the  reft  ;  then  the  fecretaries  call  the  fix-and-thirty 
others  in  order  before  them,  where  every  one  throws  in. 
to  a  box,  in  prefence  of  the  chiefs,  a  little  piece  of 
wood,  on  which  is  written  the  name  of  him  whom  he 
would  have  to  be  duke ;  then  every  one  of  the  fix-and- 
thirty  retires  to  his  place,  whilft  the  fecretaries  read  the 
fchedules  before  the  chiefs  ;  and  as  many  as  they  find 
there  named  for  dukes,  fo  many  new  fchedules  do  they 
make:  Thefe  are-thrown  promifcuoufly  into  a  cap,  or  bon¬ 
net  ;  from  whence,  after  a  (hake  or  two  to  mingle  them. 
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they  are  drawn  out,  and  laid  in  order  on  a  table  ;  but  be¬ 
fore  they  draw  them  all  out,  the  firft  fchedule  is  read,  and 
he  whofe  name  is  written  on  it,  is  bid  to  go  into  the  next 
conclave  ;  then  the  Chiefs  of  the  Congregation,  as  they 
are  called,  afk  the  reft,  if  any  body  there  can  objecft  a- 
gainft  the  election  of  this  man  ?  for  if  they  can,  and  he 
does  not  give  a  fatisfaftory  anfwer,  he  is  excluded  from 
all  poffibility  of  being  duke  ;  but  if  he  acquits  himfelf 
well,  he  is  acknowledged,  and  has  the  ducal  crown  put 
on  his  head.  The  prefent  Duke  of  Venice  is  the  hun¬ 
dred  and  ******  inclufively,  from  Paulutius  Anifef- 
tus,  the  firft  that  ever  had  that  honour;  being  elefted 
in  the  city  Heraclea,  in  the  year  697  of  the  Chriftians 
hegira. 

The  Venetians  are,  in  all  their  actions,  very  grave, 
ufing  few  words, '  efpecially  when  they  are  at  table.  If 
they  are  not  fo  lively  and  inventive  as  fome  other  people 
of  Italy,  yet  they  perform  all  things  with  mature  deli¬ 
beration  and  judgment ;  which  is  the  caufe  that  their  af¬ 
fairs  for  the  moft  part  fucceed  very  happily. 

The  Italians  have  a  common  bv-word  current  among 
them,  that  the  Venetians  are  magnificent,  crafty,  and 
difcreet ;  thofe  of  Verona  are  ftudious  and  faithful  ;  thofe 
of  Padua  light  and  fickle  ;  thofe  of  Vicenza  revengeful. 
Again,  they  fay,  the  Venetians  bring  money,  Tervifo 
fwords,  and  Brixia  pioneers  to  the  wars ;  and  that  the 
Venetians  are  good  feamen,  the  Paduans  good  horfemen, 
and  thofe  of  Bergamo  excellent  at  an  ambulh. 

Of  the  women  they  have  another  proverb,  that  thofe 
of  Crema  are  fraudulent ;  they  of  Vicenza  conftant;  they 
of  Venice  proud  and  infolent  ;  they  of  Verona  gracious; 
thofe  of  Brixia  diligent;  thofe  of  Tervifo  jealous  ;  and 
thole  of  Bergamo  crafty.  They  fay  likewife,  that  Ber¬ 
gamo  has  many  flanderers  ;  Padua  many  good  foldiers  ; 
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Vicenza  many  counts ;  and  Brixia  many  obdurate  mi- 
fers. 

Courteous  minifter,  thou  wilt  bear,  I  hope,  with  my 
tedioufnefs  in  difcouffing  of  this  great  republic,  which 
cannot  be  handled  in  a  few  words. 

As  to  the  manner  of  their  government,  it  is  admirably 
mild  and  gentle,  wife  and  juft  ;  feeking  peace,  but  not  re- 
fufing  war,  when  they  have  a  juft  provocation.  It  is 
worthy  of  any  man’s  confideration,  how  this  common¬ 
wealth  has  flood  firm  and  unfhaken  for  above  twelve  hun 
dred  years,  amidft  fo  many  cruel  wars,  and  potent  ene¬ 
mies  ;  fo  that  her  fubjedls,  if  they  be  Compared  with  o- 
thers,  may  be  laid  to  enjoy  the  golden  age,  fince  they 
live  in  continual  eaje  and  tranquillity,  increafing  daily  in 
riches,  honours,'  and  every  kind  of  profperity. 

This  is  to  be  afcribed,  in  tlie  firft  place,  to  the  moil 
excellent  laws  and  rules  of  policy,  left  them  by  men  of 
fingular  prudence  and  wiidom,  who,  had  they  lived  in 
the  times  of  the  ancient  Greeks,  might  well  have  been 
lifted  among  the  moft  famous  philofophers  and  law¬ 
givers. 

The  duke,  in  the  gravity  of  his  port,  the  fpiendcur  of 
his  robes,  and  the  magnificence  of  his  palace,  feems  to 
exhibit  the  majefty  of  an  emperor  ;  and  yet  he  has  no 
more  authority  than  any  one  of  the  fenators  who  created 
him,  for  he  has  but  one  vote  in  the  fenate,  as  all  the  no¬ 
bles  have  ;  only  it  lies  upon  him  to  give  audience  to  fo¬ 
reign  ambaffadors,  in  the  name  of  the  fenate.  He  can 
do  nothing  without  the  confent  of  the  fenate,  either  in 
peace  or  war.  The  fenate  firft  decrees,  and  he  confirms 
their  edidls,  which  are  alfo  publifhed  in  his  name.  It  is 
lawful  for  him  to  go  into  all  the  courts  of  juftice,  and 
public  tribunals,  where  he  may  pafs  his  verdidl  in  ai»y  du-’ 
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bious  cafe  ;  yet  fo  as  any  of  the  fenators  may  contraditf 
him  if  they  pleafe. 

The  form  of  government,  therefore,  in  this  republic 
appears  to  be  an  ariftocracy,  or  the  government  of  a  few  ; 
not  the  richeft,.  or  the  mod  powerful,  but  the  vvifeft  and 
the  beft  ;  fuch  as  by  a  long  feries  of  faithful  fervices  have 
merited  well  of  the  commonwealth. 

Thefe  make  up  the  college,  or  council  of  ten  ;  which 
being  joined  with  fifteen  others,  and  fix  counfellors,  the 
duke  being  prefident,  has  power  of  deliberating  and  de¬ 
creeing  things,  tending  to  the  fafety  of  the  common¬ 
wealth  ;  neither  can  thefe  decrees  be  repealed.  This  is 
properly  the  divan,  or  privy  council.  There  is  befides 
this  a  council,  or  diet,  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-five 
citizens,  who  are  properly  called  fenators,  and  very  much 
refemble  thofe  of  ancient  Rome  ;  for  none  are  permitted 
to  enter  this  fenate  but  nobles,  or  the  fons  of  fuch  ;  they 
muft  alfo  be  above  five-and-twenty  years  of  age.  The 
third  and  laft  fenate  confifts  of  two  thoufand  five  hundred 
men  ;  but  in  regard  a  great  part  of  thefe  have  fome  offices 
and  honours  abroad,  there  feldom  meet  above  a  thoufand 
fix  hundred  when  the  houfe  is  fulleil. 

Thefe  meet  once  every  week,  that  is,  on  the  firft  day, 
as  alfo  on  fome  of  their  more  folemn  feftivals ;  here  ma- 
giftrates  are  created,  and  public  offices  diftributed  with 
admirable  order;  from  hence  are  chofen  the  two  hundred 
and  twenty-five,  who  make  up  the  foregoing  fenate,  as 
being  the  moft  prudent,  expert,  and  converfant  in  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  ftate ;  thefe  decide,  all  controverfies  of  greater 
-moment,  as  the  affairs  of  peace  and  war,  the  care  of  for¬ 
tifying  their  cities  and  caftles,  of  creating  generals  and 
captains,  of  fending  embaffies  to  foreign  princes ;  here 
alfo  are  read  all  the  letters,  difpatches,  and  expreffes, 
which  are  addreffed  to  the  republic  from  other  parts ;  in 


Book  iV. 


A  SPX  AT  PARIS. 


IQI 

a  word,  whatfoever  is  of  more  material 'confiddration  is 
handled  in  this  fenate. 

Impartial  effendi,  thou  wilt  not  condemn  me  as  an  in¬ 
fidel,  or  an  enemy  of  the  muflulmans,  in  that  I  reprefent 
to  thee,  in  its  true  colours,  the  prefent  Hate  of  Venice  : 
If  we  ought  to  give  the  devil  his  due,  -  as  the  C'hriftians 
lay,  in  God’s  name  let  us  not  rob  men  of  theirs,  though 
they  be  our  enemies. 

Magnificent  and  learned  Hamet,  adieu  for  this  time. 
Paris,  4th  of  the  nth  Moon,  of  the  Year  16 So. 


VI. — To  Osman  Adrooneth,  A iftrohger  in  Ordinary 
to  the  'Suit a 

he  inhabitants  of  thefe  weftern  parts  are  in  2  great 
and  general  confternation  at  the  appearance  of  a  new  co¬ 
met,  or  blazing  ftar  ;  it  rifes  much  about  the  time  the 
fun  fets,  and  in  the  fame  quarter  of  the  heavens  ;  the  bo¬ 
dy  of  it  looks  no  bigger  than  a  Itar  of  the  firft  magni¬ 
tude,  from  whence  fprings  a  pyramid  of  light,  extending 
itielf  to  the  cufp  of  the  mid  heaven,  where  its  cone  feems 
to  terminate. 

The  fuperftitious  call  it  the  fvvord  of  God,  becaufe  of 
its  form,  being  not  much  unlike  an  old  two-edged  ra¬ 
pier  ;  I  am  lure  it  does  not  referable  a  Turkish  fcimetar, 
for  thofe,  thou  knowelt.  are  oblique  in  their  figure,  and 
this  is  ftraight. 

They  are  full  of  melancholy  prefages  ;  and  the  aftro- 
logers  themfelves  give  out  that  this  comet  portends  dread¬ 
ful  calamities  to  Europe,  which  may  not  difcover  them- 
ielves  perhaps  thefe  many  years  ;  nay,  they  affirm, 
“  That  this  generation  lhall  be  quite  extinCf,  before  the 
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effects  of  this  tremendous  apparition  ffall  feize  on  the 
earth.” 

I  have  a  great  veneration  for  the  fcience  of  the  itars, 
and  even  for  judicial  aftrology,  though  I  cannot  pretend 
to  any  flcill  in  any  of  them  ;  I  have  ftudied  them  both 
till  I  was  weary,  being  difcouraged  by  the  difference  of 
men’s  opinions,  and  the  uncertainty  of  their  conclufions, 
in  matters  of  fo  remote,  fublime,  and  myfterious  a  na¬ 
ture  ;  befides,  I  fainted  under  the  burden  of  fuch  vaft 
fpeculations,  whilil  I  found  myfelf  ftill  wandering,  not 
only  in  the  blindnefs  of  my  own  proper  intellect,  but  al- 
fo  in  the  general  darknefs  of  human  reafon. 

I  confidered  the  birth  place  of  thefe  fciences,  which 
all  will  confefs  to  be  the  Eaft,  and  there  I  found  the 
Chaldeans  differing  from  the  Gymnofophifts  of  India,  thefe 
again  contradifling  my  countrymen  the  Arabians  :  To 
pafs  from  thence  into  Africa,  I  perceived  the  Egyptians 
were  of  one  fentiment,  the  Ethiopians  of  another,  and 
the  Moors  of  a  third  ;  neither  could  I  difcern  any  agree¬ 
ment  between  the  Greeks  and  Romans ;  as  for  the  Jews, 
•hey  claflied  with  all. 

Plato,  Proclus,  Arillotle,  Averroes,  and  many  other 
fages,  affert  there  are  but  eight  fpheres ;  yet  Hermes 
Trifmegiiliis,  with  fome  of  the  Perfian  magi,  added  a 
ninth  ;  fo  did  Axarchel  the  Moor,  and  his  countryman 
Tebith  ;  of  the  fame  opinion  was  Albert  the  Great  ; 
whilit  there  are  fome  who  tax  thefe  with  making  a  deci¬ 
mation  in  the  orbs,  and  taking  a  tythe  from  heaven,  for 
they  affert  the  number  of  the  fpheres  to  be  ten. 

They  not  only  thus  differ  from  one  another,  but 
through  that  inconstancy  which  is  infeparable  from  the 
minds  of  mortals,  they  vary  even  from  themfelves,  one 
day  of  one  opinion,  the  next  of  a  contrary  ;  fo  Alphon- 
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fu$  one  while  afferted  nine  fpheres,  and  a  few  years  after 
retrenched  himfelf  to  eight,  This  is  a  vanity  from  which 
the  greateft  and  moil  eminent  writers  in  the  world  have 
not  been  free  ;  indeed,  this  mutability  of  opinipn  is  na¬ 
tural  to  all  men,  as  if  our  minds  were  fubjedt  to  the  laws 
of  generation  and  corruption,  like  our  bodies,  or  as  if 
there  were  a  continual  flux  and  reflux  of  our  thoughts,  as 
there  is  of  our  corporeal  atoms. 

Thefe  authors  not  only  vary  about  the  number  of  the 
eeleftial  orbs,  but  alfo  concerning  their  motion,  efpecial- 
ly  that  of  the  eighth,  which  is  called  the  fphere  of  the 
fixed  liars ;  for  the  Chaldaeans  and  Egyptians  held  it  had 
but  one  motion,  others  affirmed  it  had  more ;  the  Tal- 
mudills  affign  it  two,  whilft  fome  modern  aftronomers  a* 
mong  the  Chriflians  are  more  liberal,  and  allow  it  three 
diltindt  motions  ;  one  of  Trepidation,  as  they  call  it;  and 
this  is  its  own  proper  courfe,  which  it  performs,  they  fay, 
in  feven  thoufand  years  ;  a  fecond  of  Giration,  which  it 
derives  from  the  ninth  fphere,  as  one  wheel  is  rolled  about 
by  another  ;  and  this  circuit,  according  to  their  opinion, 
is  not  fmiihed  in  lels  than  forty-nine  thoufand  years  ;  and 
if  that  be  true,  we  mull  not  expect  the  diffolution  of  the 
world  before  that  term  is  expired  ;  for  it  would  be  im¬ 
pious  to  fuppofe  that  the  Eternal  Architect  having  made 
this  fphere  for  a  circuit  of  fo  long  a  duration,  would  flop 
it  before  its  race  were  fully  run,  much  lefs  in  the  midft 
of  its  career,  or  by  that  time  it  had  accomplilhed  a  fixth 
part  of  its  revolution,  as  the  Jews  and  Chriflians  believe  : 
The  third  motion  of  this  fphere  is  called  rapid  and  diur¬ 
nal,  for  which  they  fay  it  is  obliged  to  the  tenth  orb,  or 
primum  mobile. 

Then  again  they  differ  in  the  meafure  of  the  time  they 
allow  for  the  motion  of  the  fixed  ftars ;  one  will  have 
them  to  fpend  an  hundred  years  in  travelling  one  degree; 
Vol  VIII.  i  1 
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another  brings  them  to  this  ftation  in  fixty-fix  years ;  a 
third  in  feventy-five  ;  a  fourth  in  feventy- eight;  the  Jews 
in  feventy  ;  the  Chritlians  in  eighty  ;  whilft  the  Indians 
go  beyond  them  all,  afferting  that  there  are  two  {tars  in 
the  eight  fphere  diametrically  oppofite  to  each  other, 
which  do  not  fupply  each  other’s  place  in  the  zodiac  in 
lefs  than  an  hundred  and  forty-four  thoufand  years:  They 
affirm  alfo  there  are  many  motions  of  the  fpheres  above, 
which  are  yet  unknown  to  mortals. 

If  this  be  fo,  there  may  be,  for  ought  we  know,  other 
ftars  and  bodies  alfo,  to  which  thefe  motions  may  agree, 
though  we  cannot  difcern  either  the  one  or  the  other, 
becaufe  of  the  fuperlative  vaftnefs  of  the  height,  and  the 
imperfeftion  of  human  art ;  of  this  opinion  were  Alpe- 
trag,  Phavorinus  the  philofopher,  and  others. 

By  all  that  I  have  faid,  I  do  not  pretend  to  inflrudt 
thee  in  things  whereof  thou  wert  ignorant:  I  know  thee, 
by  general  fame,  and  the  character  of  men  of  judgment, 
to  be  an  accomplifhed  matter  in  this  myfterious  fcience  ; 
but  I  refledl  thus  on  the  inconftancy  and  doubtfulnefs  of 
men’s  reafon  in  thefe  matters,  as  an  introduftion  to  the  li¬ 
berty  I  will  take  of  telling  thee  once  again  my  own 
thoughts  concerning  comets,  which  firft  fuggefted  the 
trouble  I  now  give  thee  in  this  letter,  as  I  did  once  before 
on  the  like  occafion. 

Suffer  me  to  be  a  little  prolix  and  tedious,  for  thefe 
fpeculations  are  ftrong,  and  not  handled  with  eafe,  or  in 
a  few  words.  I  would  fain  fee  the  aftronomer  that  has 
been  in  heaven,  and  can  give  me  an  account  what  is  the 
true  motion  of  the  planet  Mars,  or  that  has  difcovered 
the  exadt  ingrefs  of  the  fun  into  the  equinoctial  points; 
let  him  alfo  reveal  to  me  the  nature  of  the  galaxy,  and 
what  fubftances  or  qualities  they  are  which  compofe  the 
milky  way :  Thefe  are  fubjedts  which  have  puzzled  all 
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antiquity,  and  the  wifeft  of  thefe  modern  times  are  as 
much  to  feek  as  their  fathers.  O  fatal  darknefs  of  this 
mortal  date  !  what  mills  of  ignorance  and  error  are  our 
minds  enveloped  with?  We  are  perpetually  bewildered  in 
a  labyrinth  and  circle  of  fcepticifms  and  ambiguities:  The 
fun  by  day  difclofes  to  us  the  outward  features  and  linea¬ 
ments  of  thefe  lower  elements ;  the  moon  and  liars  are 
not  backward  to  Ihow  us  the  face  of  the  heavens  by  night, 
unlefs  fometimes  the  envious  fpirits  of  the  air  draw  a  veil 
of  thick  black  clouds  before  the  lovely  pidlure,  and  leave 
us  all  in  darknefs :  Bart  fate  has  hidden  from  us  the  inte¬ 
rior  parts  of  heaven  and  earth,  and  all  the  other  beings  in 
the  univerfe. 

Among  the  reft,  I  cannot  but  conceive  we  are  ftrange- 
ly  miftaken  in  the  nature  of  thefe  comets ;  for  if  they  are 
only  certain  heaps  of  inflammable  matter,  kindled  in  the 
air  by  the  force  of  the  fun-beams,  or  by  fome  other  influ¬ 
ence  of  nature,  how  come  they  to  have  fo  regular  and  dif- 
tinfl  a  motion  of  their  own  ?  how  come  they  to  rife  and 
fet  at  certain  hours  every  day  and  night,  varying  only  as 
the  heavenly  bodies  do,  in  appearing  earlier  or  later  one 
day  than  another,  according  to  the  fuccefiive  alteration 
of  the  four  feafons  of  the  year,  that  fo  they  may  pafs, 
like  them,  through  all  the  figns  of  the  zodiac  ?  If  the 
earth  moves,  and  thefe  comets  be  in  the  air,  they  mull 
needs  be  carried  round  with  the  motion  of  the  whole  vor¬ 
tex  ;  but  it  is  apparent  to  human  fight,  that  they  are  not 
thus  whirled  round  with  the  atmofphere,  but  have  a  dif- 
tindl,  and  fometimes  a  quite  contrary  motion  ;  they  are 
ftatic,  diredl,  and  retrograde,  like  the  planets,  which  is 
almoft  a  demonftration  that  their  feat  is  in  the  heavens,  at 
leaft  above  the  interfering  orb  of  the  moon  ;  and  if  fo,  I 
fhould  be  glad  to  have  an  account  of  their  generation  and 
original ;  for  the  fubftance  of  the  heavens  being  immuta- 
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b.e,  2nd  no:  iuDjeci  to  any  change  or  corruption,  it  is 
impcfHoie  that  any  new  poithumous  being  can  be  gene¬ 
rated  mere.  i  cere  mar,  I  believe,  in  even'  3ge,  be  cii- 
cloied  a:: a  uacabinec  ::>me  glittering  forms  in  the  bea¬ 
ver.?,  which  before  lay  bid  and  locked  up  in  the  trealures 
o;  the  Molt  High;  but  they  are  2;  old  as  the  world  itfelf : 
a  hat  is  ray  creed  ;  let  other  men  think,  what  they  pleaie. 

li  I  could  wonder  at  anv  thing,  it  would  be  at  the  miib 
taaeu  piety  oi  thole,  v  an,  to  avoid  the  Charybdis  ox  a- 
theifm,  which  attncutes  a_  tilings  to  nature  cr  chance, 
fall  into  tae  Scylla  r£  fanazhiini  gad  religious  dotage, 
whUii  tier  v21r.lv  aiTert,  that  every  new  a.icratioa  in  the 
world  is  an  effect  o.  God’s  -  immediate  creative  power. 
Not  a  child  is  conceived,  but  God  then  and  there  creates 
a  foul  for  it;  t::a  plague,  fre,  peftilerice,  or  any  other 
common  calamity  Ltypens,  but  they  muft  ciiturb  the  red 
cf  the  Eternal  Deity,  and  make  him  have  a  particular 
chief  ii2ud  11.  the  conspiracy  ;  fo  of  comets  they  prcfage 
tremendous  things,  as  if  God  had  immediately  created 
them  to  warn  this  lower  world  of  fome  approaching  ;udg- 
ruenis;  v,  uereas,  according  to  the  dictates  of  more  impar¬ 
tial  reafer.,  they  are  the  products  of  his  firii  fiat,  when  he 
trade  the  naivene,  only  he  lias  referred  the  rt v elation  oi 
them  to  certain  periods  of  time.  But  thefe  iort  of  peo¬ 
ple  affront  God  ready,  for  fear  of  affronting  him :  they  in¬ 
jure  his  goodnefe,  to  favehisomrdpoter.ee;  and,.by  aback- 
blow  they  ilrike  at  both,  in  defence  of  Ids  fuppofed  arbi¬ 
trary  wilL  “  Let  not  my  foul  fit  down  in  their  cabala, 
nor  icy  mind  liiien  to  the  fecrets  of  their  divinity.” 

O  fage  Oiman,  I  believe  that  all  thing?  flow  from  God 
by  aa  emanation  without  beginning,  and  fubfiil  on  him 
by  a  dependence  which  fhall  know  no  end;  with  him  the 
caufes  of  all  fleeting  and  decaying  things  have  a  perma¬ 
nent  liability' ;  in  him  refide  immutable  fpriags  of  what- 
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foever'is  fubjedl  to  change  ;  in  his  eternal  e (Fence  do  live 
the  principles  and  models  of  all  beings  ;  but  he  is  no  daily 
labourer  ;  it  is  a  grand  contempt  of  the  Divine  Majefty, 
thus  to  invade  the  reft  and  fabbatifm  of  the  Moft  High, 
who  dwells  for  ever  in  infinite  and  eternal  folitude  and 
blifs,  to  make  him  the  drudge  of  his  creatures,  who  has 
ten  thotifand  thoufand  myriads  of  angels  to  execute  his 
will. 

Undoubtedly  he  has  contrived  tlje  univerfe  with  fuch 
ineffable  art,  that  his  whole  pleafure  is  performed  by  fe- 
cond  caufes  :  This  infinite  machine  is  full  of  wheels,  and 
has  an  eternal  motion,  whereof  he  is  the  original  fpring. 
If  I  may  defcend  to  fo  low  a  comparifon,  obferve  but  the 
courfe  of  a  miller  ;  wdien  once  he  has  turned  the  cog  of 
his  mill,  he  has  no  more  to  do  but  ftand  ftill  and  look  on ; 
the  work  goes  forward  of  itfelf  without  any  more  of  his 
labour  till  he  ftop  it ;  fo  the  Supreme  Artift,  when  he 
had  once  fet  the  primum  mobile  a-going,  had  no  mere  to 
do  but  to  enjoy  himfelf  in  eternal  beatitude. 

It  is  an  indignity  to  the  omnipotent  God,  to  fay  or 
think  he  was  not  able  to  make  a  world  as  perfedl  as  a 
mortal  man  can  frame  the  imagination  of.  Now  I  think 
it  is  very  eafy  to  conceive,  that  as  a  hand-mill,  which 
continually  requires  the  attendance  of  fomebody  to  keep 
it  in  motion,  has  lefs  of  artifice  in  it  than  a  water  or  a 
wind-mill,  which  go  of  themfelves  ;  fo  a  world,  that  mud 
always  have  its  maker  (laving  and  drudging,  toiling  and 
moiling  at  the  producl  of  every  individual  generation. and 
and  corruption  of  every  new  event,  or  what  appears  to  us 
be  fo,  is  not  fo  excellent  and  perfedl,  as  one  that  can  per¬ 
form  its  own  talk  by  the  neceffary  force  which  one  conti¬ 
guous  atom  has  upon  another,  like  wheels  upon  wheels. 

To  conclude  all ;  undoubtedly  the  works  of  God  are 
moft  perfect  and  full  of  wifdom ;  he  made  all  things  from 
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eternity,  and  they  obey  his  law ;  he  has  appointed  the 
times  and  feafons  of  good  and  evil,  the  fymptoms  where¬ 
of  appear  to  mankind  in  various  manners  ;  in  dreams  and 
vifions  by  night,  in  ominous  accidents  by  day,  in  prophe¬ 
cies  and  general  whifpcrs,  in  apparitions,  fpeftres,  and 
monftrous  forms,  in  heaven,  and  all  the  elements ;  finally, 
in  comets. 

But,  oh  learned  Adrooneth !  does  it  therefore  follow, 
that  thefe  figns,  thefe  apparitions,  thefe  comets,  &c.  are 
frelhly  created  for  the  fake  of  mankind  ?  Are  there  not 
various  ends  and  ufes  of  all  things  ?  Are  there  not  the 
fixed  liars,  and  the  planets,  according  to  their  different 
configurations  and  afpedls,  figns  of  good  and  evil,  as  well 
as  comets  ?  and  are  not  the  liars  as  old  as  the  world  ? 
Why  may  not  the' comets  be  fo  too,  though  they  are  re¬ 
vealed  at  certain  Hated  periods  of  time  ? 

There  is  one  comprehenfive  reafon  for  all,  in  that  dou¬ 
ble  query,  and  I  will  fay  no  more  to  the  fage  Adrooneth, 
for  whom  a  word  is  fufficient. 

I  pray  Heaven  divert  from  thee  the  influence^  evil 
liars;  and  that  whilll  thou  contemplatell  their  order,  mo¬ 
tion,  and  efficacy,  thou  mayell  not  tumble  into  a  ditch, 
as  did  Anaximenes,  and  Thales  the  Milefian  allrologer. 
Adieu. 

Paris,  9th  of  the  2d  Moon,  of  the  Year  1681. 


VII. — To  toe  Venerable  Mufti. 

T  HE  people  of  Rome' having  abolilhed  the  government 
of  kings,  transferred  the  fovercignty  on  Brutus  and  Col- 
latinus-,  the  champions  of  their  liberty,  altering  both  their 
right  and  title  ;  for  they  called  them  confuls,  not  kings, 
and  ordained  that  their  power  Ihould  laH  but  a  year,  which 
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being  expired,  new  ones  were  elected  in  their  ftead:  And 
the  reafon  why  they  had  two,  was,  that  if  one  proved 
guilty  of  evil  adminiftration,  injuftice,  or  tyranny,  the  o- 
ther,  having  equal  power,  might  curb  him,  and  redlify  the 
public  affairs.  They  were  alfo  called  confuls,  to'  put 
them  in  mind  that  they  were  to  do  nothing  arbitrarily, 
but  in  all  things  of  importance  to  confult  their  fellow-ci¬ 
tizens. 

So  great  was  the  joy  of  the  Romans  upon  this  recovery 
of  their  freedom,  that  they  could  fcarce  believe  it  was 
true,  but  as  it  ufually  falls  out  in  any  furpriftng  happinefs, 
all  feemed  as  a  dream  ;  and  fo  inveterate  was  their  aver- 
fion  for  kings,  that  they  expelled  Collatinus  from  the  ci¬ 
ty,  only  becaufe  he  was  nephew  to  Tarquin  the  Proud, 
whofe  name  alfo  he  bore.  Valerius  Publicola  wasfubfti- 
tuted  in  his  ftead,  a  man  Angularly  devoted  to  the  public 
good  ;  he  owned  himfelf  the  creature  of  the  people,  and 
gave  power  of  appealing  from  him  to  them  ;  and  left: 
he  might  offend  them  by  the  lofty  building  of  his  houfe, 
which  alfo  {landing  on  a  rock,  feemed  ftrong  as  a  caftle, 
he  pulled  down  the  upper  ftoreys,  and  made  it  level  with 
ordinary  houfes. 

Brutus  his  colleague  was  no  Iefs  ftudious  than  he  to 
gain  the  favour  of  the  citizens,  even  with  the  deftrudlion 
and  fiaughter  of  his  own  children;  for  when  he  perceived 
his  Ions  confpiring  to  reftore  the  abrogated  monarchy,  he 
brought  them  forth  into  the  forum,  or  market-place,  and 
having  caufed  them  to  be  fcourged  with  rods,  he  behead¬ 
ed  them  ;  thus  demon ftrating,  that,  as  a  parent  of  the 
people,  he  adopted  them  in  the  room  of  his  perfidious 
'children. 

The  Romans  being  from  this  time  made  perfectly  free, 
firft  took  arms  in  defence  of  their  new-gotten  liberty,  a- 
gainlt  the  neighbouring  kings,  next  for  the  bounds  of 
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tlielr  dominions,  then  for  their  confederates,  and  laft  of 
all  for  glory  and  empire,  being  on  every  fide  invaded  and 
molcfted  by  the  adjacent  people  ;  for  they  had  no  terri¬ 
tories  but  within  the  walls  of  their  city  ;  fo  that  they 
were  no  fooncr  out  of  the  gates,  but  they  were  expofed 
to  the  Tufcans  and  Latins,  between  whom  the  city  was 
feated  as  it  were  in  the  middle  ;  therefore,  refolving  to 
enlarge  their  territories,  they  took  one  city  and  province 
after  another,  till  at  length  they  became  mailers  of  all 
Italy.  . 

Their  firft  expedition  was  againft  Porfenna,  King  of 
the  Tufcans,  who  took  the  field  with  a  great  army,  hav¬ 
ing  the  Tarquins  along  with  him,  whom  he  undertook  to 
re-eftablifh  in  the  throne  of  their  fathers ;  he  made  fierce 
and  refolute  advances,  pofieffing  himfelf  of  the  hill  Jani- 
culum,  and  the  avenues  of  the  city,  where  he  befieged  - 
them  clofe,  and  prefled  them  with  famine  ;  yet  the  Ro¬ 
mans  fuftained  all  with  admirable  bravery;  and  their  flout 
refiftance  had  this  effedl,  that  at  length  Porfenna,  when 
he  had  almoft  vanquifhed  them,  made  a  league  of  peace. 
He  was  chiefly  moved  to  this  by  thofe  prodigies  and  mi¬ 
racles  of  Roman  fortitude,  Horatius  Cocks,  Mutius  Scae- 
vola,  and  Clelia  ;  the  firft  of  which,  when  he  was  not  a- 
ble  alone  to  keep  off  the  unequal  throng  of  his  enemies 
every  where  crowding  on  him,  at  length  broke  down  the 
bridge,  and  fwam  acrofs  the  Tiber  with  his  weapons 
in  hand  ;  the  fecond  attempting  to  kill  Porfenna  in  his 
own  camp,  when  by  miftake  he  had,  iaftead  of  the  king, 
ftabbed  his  vifier  or  fecretary,  and  for  that  faff  was  feized, 
he  thruft  his  right-hand,  that  was  guilty  of  the  error,  in¬ 
to  the  fire,  faying,  with  a  menacing  voice-,  “  Think  not 
thyfelf  the  fafer,  O  king,  becaufe  thou  haft  efcaped  my 
hand,  fince  there  yet  remain  three  hundred  Romans  who 
have  all  fworn  to  make  the  fame  attempt.”  Porfenna 
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tiemblc-d,  and  was  aftonifhed  at  the  boldnefs  of  the  man, 
whilft  Miltius  hood  {till,  undaunted,  with  his  hand  broil¬ 
ing  in  the  fire,  as  a  demonftration  of  his  invincible  con- 
ftancy,  and  of  the  truth  of  what  he  affirmed.  Thus  did 
thofe  two  famous  men  behave  themfelves;  and  as  if  a  glo¬ 
rious  envy  had  fermented  the  virtue  of  the  female  fex,  a 
certain  noble  virgin,  called  Clelia,  who  was  given  in  hoft- 
age  to  King  Porfenna,  efcaped  her  guards  by  night,  and 
mounting  a  horfe  which  Ihe  found  in  the  way,  fwam  over 
the  Tiber  on  him.  Porfenna,  as  if  he  were  terrified  at 
the  fortune  and  .ftupendous  refolution  of  the  Romans, 
eonfented  to  a  peace;  but  the  Latins  would  not  let  them 
red  fo,  for  they  alfo  attempted  to  reitore  the  Tarquins, 
not  fo  mirth  in  love  to  them,  as  out  of  fpite  to  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  Rome,  being  defirous  to  fee  that  people  at  lead: 
fnbjugated  at  home,  who  lorded  it  fo  abroad:  There  was 
a  bloody  fight  between  them  ;  and  the  fame  goes,  that 
two  gods,  Cafior  and  Pollux,  were  prefent  on  white  hor- 
fes,  as  fpe£lators  of  the  combat  ;  wherefore,  after  the 
Romans  had  gotten  the  victory,  they  built  a  temple  to 
thefe  warlike  deities,  as  a  ftipend  or  reward  to  their  cham¬ 
pions.  And  thus  far  they  fought  for  liberty,  which  hav¬ 
ing  fuccefsfully  afferted  and  eftablifhed,  they  were  involv¬ 
ed  in  frefli  wars  about  the  confines  of  their  dominion. 

It  would  be  too  tedious  to  rehearfe  the  various  battles 
and  encounters  between  them  and  the  neighbouring  na¬ 
tions,  wherein  at  laft  they  always  got  the  victory,  and  ex¬ 
tended  the  limits  of  their  empire  far  and  wide;  fuch  alio, 
and  fo  prodigious  were  the  adlions,  exploits,  and  hardy 
performances  of  this  (lout  people,  that  when  King  Pyr¬ 
rhus  confidered  it,  he  broke  forth  into  this  exclamation  : 
•“  How  eafy  were  it  (faid  he)  to  obtain  the  empire  of  the 
world,  were  Pyrrhus  King  of  the  Romans,  or  the  Ro¬ 
mans  foldiers  to  Pyrrhus P* 
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Yet  as  fail  as  this  vi&onous  people  enlarged  their  ter¬ 
ritories  abroad,  fo  did  their  feditions  and  tumults  increafe 
at  home,  raifed  by  the  ambition  of  fome,  and  the  difcon- 
tent  of  others,  till  at  length  they  had  entirely  fubdued  all 
Italy  to  their  obedience  ;  in  \\'hich  enterprile  they  fpent 
five  hundred  years,  before  they  brought  It  to  perfection. 

Then,  like  a  lire  which  devours  all  the  wood  it  meets 
in  its  way,  till  its  fury  be  {topped  by  the  intercourfe  of 
fome  river,  fo  the  Romans  ceafed  not  to  conquer  to  the 
very  {bores  of  Italy  ;  but  when  they  conhdered  Sicily  as  a 
mod  rich  and  plentiful  ifland,  only  rent,  as  it  were,  by 
fome  injurious  itroke  of  time,  or  fate,  or  chance,  from 
their  continent,  they  refolved  to  unite  there  again  by  arms 
and  war,  which  cguld  qot  be  joined  together  by  bridges 
or  piers  ;  and  a  very  favourable  opportunity  prefented  it- 
felf  to  them  for  this  purpofe,  whilft  the  confederated 
people  of  Meffina,  the  chief  mart  of  that  ifland,  complain¬ 
ed  of  che  tyranny  prattifed  by  the  Carthaginians. 

At  that  time  Rome  and  Carthage  were  emulous  of 
each  other,  both  equally  rivals  for  Sicily  and  the  empire 
of  the  world  ;  therefore,  under  a  malk  of  helping  their 
friends  and  allies,  the  Romans  betook  themfelves  to  the 
fea,  but  with  real  defign  to  enrich  themfelves  with  booty, 
and  adding  this  ifland  to  their  empire;  whilft  the  Cartha¬ 
ginians  appeared  like  open  enemies  and  pirates,  without 
any  difguife.  Thefe  having  loft  their  fleets  in  various 
conflicts,  their  fate  yielding  to  that  of  Rome,  the  Romans 
made  Sicily  a  tributary  province,  and  then  reduced  Sardi¬ 
nia  and  Corfica.  Thus,  having  expelled  the  Carthagi¬ 
nians  out  of  all  the  iflands  of  the  Mediterranean  Sea,  there 
remained  nothing  for  them  to  conquer  on  that  fide  but 
Afric  itfelf,  where  alfo  they  landed,  and  took  above  three 
hundred  places  of  ftrength  in  a  fhort  time,  though  they  were 
ftoutly  oppofed.  not  only  by  men,  but  alfo  by  monfters; 
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-for  a  certain  ftupenc’.ous  great  fevpent,  an  hundred  and 
twenty  feet  in  length,  annoyed  their  camp  very  much,  near 
the  river  Bragada,  as  if  this  dreadful  bead  had  come  into  the 
world  on  purpofe  to  be  the  champion  of  its  native  country, 
and  defend  or  revenge  opprefftd  Afric  :  But  Regulus, 
whole  vidorious'arms  neither  men,  normonflers,  nor  fate, 
could  hitherto  refill;,  made  no  flop,  till  he  came  with  his 
army  before  the  walls  of  Carthage  itfelf,  the  root  of  all 
this  war.  Here  fortune  began  to  fall  off  from  him,  and 
prove  his  enemy,  yet  fo  as  only  to  give  an  occafion  for 
the  Roman  virtue  to  appear  more  illuftrious ;  for  though 
by  the  good  condud  o*f  Xantippus  the  Lacedemonian  ge- 
nsral,  thirty  thoufand  Romans  were  killed  in  one  fight, 
and  Regulus  himfelf  taken  prifoner,  yet  fo  great  a  mis¬ 
fortune  could  not  make  him  lofe  himfelf,  or  fink  into  any 
pallion  beneath  the  conftancy  and  fortitude  of  an  invinci¬ 
ble  hero.  The  Carthaginians  fent  him  as  their  ambaffa  - 
dor  to  the  fenate  of  Rome,  to  propofe  a  peace,  and  the 
exchange  of. captives;  but  he  was  of  a  contrary  fentiment; 
and  diffuaded  the  fenators  from  hearkening  to  any  fuch 
overtures,  choofing  rather  bravely  to  return  to  his  former 
captivity,  there  to  be  crucified,  than  be  inftrumental  in 
word  or  deed  to  the  leaft  dilhonour  or  difadvantage  of  his 
country  ;  fo  that  though  vanquiihed,  he  yet  feemed  to 
triumph  over  his  conquerors  ;  and  his  lamented  fate  had 
this  influence  on  the  Romans,  that  it  made  them  profe- 
cute  the  war  with  more  fiercenefs  and  ardour,  to  revenge 
the  blood  of  Regulus,  than  in  hopes  of  conqueft;  fo  deep 
are  the  impreflions  of  love  which  a  good  general,  living 
or  dead,  makes  in  the  hearts  of  his  foldiers.  Thus  the 
war  was  renewed  again  in  Sicily,  wherein  the  Romans 
came  off  conquerors  ;  and  as  an  evidence  of  the  grealnefs 
of  their  vidory,  they  fhowed  an  hundred  and  twenty  ele-  ' 
phants  taken  from  the  enemy  in  the  field,  which  would 
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have  been  a  great  prey  had  they  been  taken  in  hunting, 
but  now  ferved  only  as  a  trophy  of  a  more  expeniive  con- 
queft.  This  victory  was  obtained  in  the  confulfhip  of 
Metellus,  which  was  followed  by  a  terrible  overthrow  at 
fea  in  that  of  Appius  Claudius,  when  the  Romans  feemed 
not  fo  much  overcome  by  their  enemies,  as  by  the  pro- 
fanenefs  of  their  general,  or  the  divine  vengeance  ;  for  he 
confulting  the  augurs  before  he  began  the  engagement, 
chickens  were  let  out  of  their  coops,  to  obferve  the  wifh- 
ed-for  tripudiation  of  the  corn  they  were  to  feed  on;  but 
when  the  oraculous  birds  would  not  tafte  a  grain,  the  ge¬ 
neral,  difgufted  at  the  fatal  omen,’  commanded  them  to  be 
drowned  in  the  fea,  faying  with  an  impious  jeft,  “  Since 
they  will  not  eat,  let  them  drink  their  lill.”  In  the  fame 
place  was  the  Roman  navy  funk  and  deftroyed. 

There  were  many  fuch  encounters  as  thefe  between 
them,  for  the  fpace  of  four-and  twenty  years  and  upwards, 
even  till  the  confulfhip  of  Lutatius  Catulus,  when  the  e- 
nemy  feemed  not  to  advance  with  a  fleet  of  (hips,  well 
manned  and  rigged  with  all  neceffaries,  but  all  Carthage 
appeared  upon  the  fea,  with  the  woods  and  forefts  round 
about  it.  This  proved  its  ruin  ;  for  they  were  too  heavy 
for  fervice,  whereas  the  Roman  navy  was  light  and  expe¬ 
ditious,  like  a  moving  camp  in  the  fea  ;  in  a  word,  they 
fet  upon  the  Carthaginians  fo  furioufly,  and  fhattered  therr 
veflels  with  fuch  fpeed,  that  all  the  fea  between  Sardinia 
and  Sicily  was  covered  with  the  difmal  wrecks  ;  and  this 
vidfory  was  fo  great,  that  ■  they  had  no  farther  thoughts 
of  failing  to  Afric,  and  razing  the  walls  of  their  enemies, 
that  being  counted  needlefs,  fince  Carthage  was  now  ex- 
tin£uifhed  in  the  fea. 

After  this  war  wasfiniihed,  the  Romans  enjoyed  a  fhort 
reft,  as  it  were  to  breathe  themfelves  ;  and  as  a  demon- 
ftration  of  peace,  the  temple  of  Janus  was  ihut  up,,  it  hay- 
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•ing  been  conftantly  open  before,  from  the  reign  of  Numa 
Pompilius  ;  and  this  diftindlion  was  the  public  emblem  of 
peace  or  war. 

Thou  wilt  not  have  patience  to  read  their  wars  with 
the  Ligurians,  Gauls,  Illyrians,  Macedonians,  Syrians, 
Germans,  Spaniards,  and,  in  fine,  with  the  moft  potent 
nations  on  earth  ;  it  will  be  as  irkfome  to  be  detained 
with  a  rehearfal  of  their  domeftic  feditions,  and  changes 
of  government  ;  fuffice  it  to  fay,  that  this  people  grew 
worfe  by  the  increafe  of  their  empire;  and  after  they  had 
fubverted  Carthage,  Corinth,  Numantia,  and  other  fa¬ 
mous  cities  of  Europe,  Afia,  and  Afric  ;  after  they  had 
fubdued  Gaul,  Thrace,  Cilicia,  Cappadocia,  Armenia, 
Britain,  and  many  othef-  moft  rich  and  opulent  provinces 
abroad,  they  began  to  make  wars  among  themfelves ;  theft- 
former  virtues  turned  into  vices  ;  the  feditions,  confpira- 
cies,  and  emulations  of  the  Triumviri,  the  Tribunes,  of 
Cataline,  Marius,  Sylla,  Anthony,  Pompey,  and  a  thou- 
fand  other  popular  commotions,  helped  towards  the  con- 
fufion  of  this  empire,  which  fcemed  to  be  the  fupport  of 
all  things. 

■  Moft  divine  of  the  fucceffors  of  the  prophets,  this  vaft 
empire  is  now  become  but  as  a  (battered  (keleton  of  an 
cient  Rome,  and  moft  of  the  exterior  members  are  fallen 
to  the  (hare  of  the  all-conquering  Ottomans.  God  per¬ 
petuate  the  victories  of  true  believers,  and  yet  grant  that 
their  conquefts  may  not  out  laft  their  virtues. 

Pa:is,  8th  of  the  3d  Moon,  of  the  Year  1681. 


VIII— To  Dgnet  Oglou. 

I  am  as  waggilh  as  a  janizary  that  has  newly  received 
his  afpers  ;  there  is  more  fatire  in  me  at  this  time  than 
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there  was  in  Juvenal  and  Perfius,  and  yet  it  is  only  the 
dregs  of  what  I  have  vented  on  fome  learned  bigots  here 
in  Paris,  with  whom  I  have  been  drinking  thefe  two  or 
three  hours  ;  I  tell  thee  plainly,  I  put  off  the  muflulman 
for  a  while,  and  took  my  glaffes  frankly,  or  like  a  Naza- 
rene. 

The  difcourfe  we  were  upon  was  aftrology  and  the  na¬ 
ture  of  comets,  &c. ;  but  God  tumble  me  headlong  into 
the  lap  of  Tagot,  if  ever  I  heard  fuch  blockheads,  dunces, 
fools,  fots ;  I  know  not  what  to  call  them  properly. 
Zounds  !  how  can  human  reafon  be  fo  debauched  ?  How 
can  man  become  fuch  an  infeiuible  piece  of  Ruff,  to  think 
as  they  do  ?  They  made  me  blufh  fof  fhame  or  anger ; 
they  made  me  forty  that  I  was  a  man  to  be  ranked  in  the 
fame  lift  with  them  ;  however,  I  fuppreffed  my  boiling 
choler  ;  I  bit  my  lips  and  nails,  and  did  every  thing  that 
patience  could  fugged,  for  I  ufe  to  be  a  very  boon  com¬ 
panion  in  my  wine  ;  but  at  length,  as  it  is  the  fate  of  all 
difputers,  we  grew  too  hot ;  there  was  fuch  a  temped  of 
words  and  paffionate  expreffions,  that  we  could  hardly 
find  a  grain  of  fenfe;  at  lad  we  fell  from  words  to  blows, 
and  I,  though  old  and  crazy,  held  up  my  head  as  well  as 
I  could. 

Thou  wilt  believe,  at  this  age,  I  have  no  great  drength; 
but  I  tell  thee  my  courage  is  the  fame  as  when  I  was  but 
five- arid-twenty ;  I  cannot  dinch  from  provoking  dangers, 
and  when  I  am  thoroughly  inflamed  with  wrath,  death 
itfelf  appears  to  me  in  the  fame  figure  which  painters  give 
it,  a  mere  naked  fkeleton,  which  I  have  more  reafon  to 
pity  than  fear  ;  if  I  am  afraid  of  any  thing,  it  is  of 
breaking  its  bones,  and  fpoilmg  its  fhape,  in  tire  clafli  or 
my  fury  ;  fo  tender  am  I  even  of  death  itfelf,  the  obdu¬ 
rate  and  inexorable  dedroyer  of  all  mankind. 


Book  IV. 


A  spy  AT  PARIS. 


207 


One  of  the  company,  that  was  a  prieft,  and  fat  right  over 
againft  me  at  the  table,  threw  his  four-cornered  cap  at 
my  head,  whilft  his  next  neighbour  checked  him  for  his 
infolence  ;  but  he  was  full  of  fat,  and  empty  of  reafon  or 
civility  ;  a  great  hulking  fellow,  that  makes  a  figure  like 
the  ftatue  of  Pont  Gineilo,  at  Catanea  in  Sicily,  only  he 
is  a  lit*  taller  ;  but  he  has  a  fwinging  tun  of  a  carcafe. 

After  he  had  abufed  me  thus,  he  fwore,  “  If  he  had 
the  chalice  of  the  altar  in  his  hand,  he  would  do  the  fame 
thing;  nay,  if  he  had  the  conl'ecrated  wine  in  it,  he  would 
turn  the  blood  of  Chriil  into  poifon,  as  he  could  turn  wine 
into  blood,  to  be  revenged  of  me.” 

There  was  by  good  chance  an  Armenian  or  two  in  the 
company,  ( not  any  of  Soly man’s  gang)  who  took  him 
up  upon  his  menace  ;  they  challenged  him  feverely  to  an- 
fwer  his  words  before  the  Archbifhop  of  Paris  ;  but  the  . 
cunning  prieft  had  more  wit  in  his  anger;  when  he  began 
to  refledt  on  the  bad  confequences  of  a  fummons,  he 
crouched,  wheedled,  and  fawned  like  a  fpaniel ;  fo  fear¬ 
ful  are  they  of  a  fpiritual  court,  which  is  almoil  as  bad  in 
France  as  the  Inquiiition  in  Spain. 

Then  there  was  a  captain,  an  old  miles  emeritus ,  a  pen- 
fioner,  who  having  not  drunk  fuch  a  quantity  of  wine 
many  a  day,  took  my  part  becaufe  he  fat  on  my  fide  of 
the  table,  for  he  never  faw  me  before  in  his  life  time,  as  I 
know  of ;  however,  the  old  gentleman  fhowed  himfelf 
ftout,  and  demonftrated  that  he  would  ftand  a  pufh  for 
fouls;  but  there  was  nobody  would  oppofe  him,  fave  my- 
felf,  and  I  did  it  in  ve/lo  clerici,  not  nianu  or  enfe  mititisy 
God  knows.  J  prayed  the  good  old  man  to  be  pacified  ; 

I  laid  my  right  hand  to  my  breaft,  and  heaved  both  that 
and  the  other  joined  to  heaven ;  I  invocated  all  the  pa¬ 
triarchs  and  prophets;  I  bawled  at  the  faints  and  angels; 

I  fummoned  God  Almighty  himfelf  to  appear  in  my 
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vindication  ;  but  nothing  would  do  fave  downright  fight-" 
ing. 

To  it  we  went  pell-mell ;  the  fellows  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  table  were  eager  ;  nothing  would  fatisfy  them  but 
blood ;  their  rapiers  were  drawn,  and  they  were  upon  the 
pafs,  when  I  darted  up,  and  cried  but  aloud,  “  Gentle¬ 
men,  it  is  the  wrong  minute  for  ye  to  fight  in  ;  Mars  is  in 
the  eighth  houfe,  In  conjunction  with  Saturn,  and  in  quar- 
tile  with  the  fun,  a  very  malevolent  afpeft!”  Upon  this, 
they  grew  all  madder  than  before.  “  Damn  that  aftrolc- 
ger,”  favs  one;  “  Curfe  upon  his  ftomach,”  fays  another; 
till  at  lad  they  all  fell  foul  upon  me  ;  only  my  fide  cap¬ 
tain  Hood  up  ftiffly  for  me  :  I  did  what  became  a  man, 
but  it  is  to  his  bravery  I  owe  my  life  ;  for  one  of  the  op- 
pofite  fparks  made  a  full  pafs  at  my  bread,  which  the 
•noble  old  captain  parried,  with  a  hidden  dicot  of  his  arm 
athwart,  and  a  dexterity  which  I  can  never  admire  enough. 

I,  that  had  neither  fword  nor  drill  in  the  fcience  of 
fencing,  thought  it  my  part  to  expofe  my  body  between 
mv  feemir.g  friends  and  enemies,  fmee  all  the  oecafion  of 
this  quarrel  was  on  my  account,  as  an  adrologer  ;  I  leap¬ 
ed  upon  the  table,  and  feized  upon  the  fword  of  my  cap¬ 
tain’s  antagonid  ;  I  fmiled  upon  him  at  the  fame  time, 
and  convinced  him  that  I  was  not  in  anger ;  I  twided  it- 
out  of  his  hand,  with  a  complaifant  violence,  and  then 
the  drife  was  appeafed  ;  for  it  was  not  he  that  began  the 
quarrel,  any  more  than  my  old  captain  ;  but  the  pried 
was  wholly  in  the  fault,  who  draggling  out  of  his  fphere, 
pretended  to  fet  up  for  an  adrologer,  and  tell  us  things 
that  would  not  fquare  with  reafon. 

My  Bgne't,  thou  knowed  me,  and  all  my  inclinations: 
thou  art  fenfible  that  I  cannot  doop  to  the  magiderial 
dictates  of  error,  nor  the  bold  impofitious  of  ignorance  ; 
let  them  approach  as  near  as  they  will  to  truth  on  the 
f 
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back-fide,  they  are  the  farther  off  from  attaining  it ;  and 
fo  let  thou  and  I  enjoy  ourfelves  in  perxedt  tranquillity. 
Paris,  17th  of  the  5th  Moon,  of  the  Year  16S1. 


IX. — To  Hamit,  P.eis  Ejfcndi ,  Princ'pal  Secretary  of  th: 

Ottoman  Empire. 

Having  in  my  lail  fpoken  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  Venice, 
wherein  I  omitted  nothing  that  I  thought  worth  thy  ob- 
fervation,  I  fhould  now  in  order  touch  upon  Candia,  or 
Crete,  the  moft  confiderable  ifland  that  the  Venetians  not 
long  ago  had  under  their  obedience  ;  but  fince  by  the 
fate  of  war  it  is  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  victorious 
Ofmans,  I  will  fay  but  very  little  of  it,  and  pafs  to  the 
other  republics  cf  Europe. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  fince  the  conqueft  of  Candia  by 
the  mufiulmans,  the  imperial  city  abounds  with  geogra¬ 
phical  deferiptions,  natural,  motal,  and  political  obferva- 
tions  on  it  ;  but  perhaps  they  are  wanting  in  the  hiftory 
of  that  famous  ifland,  in  regard  the  books  of  the  gentiles 
are  not  much  read  by  the  true  believers ;  and  it  is  from 
thefe  only  we  can  colledl  the  ancient  memoirs  of  the  na¬ 
tions  which  were  once  in  their  own  pofleffion. 

This  ifland  was  once  called  Crete,  and  faid  to  be  the 
nurfery  of  Jupiter,  as  alio  his  fepulchre  ;  it  obtained  like- 
wife  the  title  of  Hecatompolis,  becaufe  of  the  hundred 
cities  that  were  in  it;  and  fome  called  it  the  ifland  of  the 
archers,  in  regard  the  inhabitants  being  taught  from  their 
infancy  to  handle  the  Scythian  bow,  grew  fo  expert  in 
that  exercife,  that  they  furpafled  all  other  nations. 

The  Lacedemonians,  Athenians,  and  other  renowned 
commonwealths  of  Greece,  received  their  laws  from  men 
born  in  this  ifland,  as  Plato  and  Pliny  teftify  ;  and  yet 
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Epimenides,  one  of  their  own  poets,  gives  them  a  bad 
character,  when  he  fays,  nil  Tpgvrxl  xz>tx  diigiW,  yx~ 

FSgf;  kgyxi. 

They  were  much  addi&ed  alfo  to  all  kinds  of  forcery 
and  enchantments,  a  fraudulent  race  of  people,  covetous, 
greedy,  idle,  and  ignorant  of  ingenious  arts  and  fciences. 

Yet  notvvithftanding  this,  they  were  fo  powerful  of  old, 
that  they  could,  as  with  a  bridle,  curb  all  Greece.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  reign  of  one  of  their  kings,  whofe  name  was  Cy- 
dori,  came  up  the  ufe  of  Pyrrhic  meafures,  with  which 
the  youth  being  armed  cap-a-pee,  danced  with  great  la¬ 
bour  and  fweat ;  and  the  inhabitants  have  all  along  been 
fo  tenacious  of  this  cuftom,  that  it  is  obferved  to  this  day 
among  the  ruftic  Candiots  on  their  holidays  ;  for  at  fuch 
times  the  youth  of  the  ifland  meet  together,  armed  with 
a  bow  in  one  hand,  and  a  naked  fword  in  the  other,  with 
a  quiver  of  arrows  hanging  at  their  backs,  and  thus  they 
will  dance  indefatigably  in  the  heat  of  fummer,  even  at 
noon-day,  when  the  fun  fcorches  all  things  with  infup- 
portable  fervours. 

In  procefs  of  time,  this  ifland  became  fubjefl  to  the 
Grecian  empire,  and  as  fuch  fell  into  the  hands  of  Bald¬ 
win,  Count  of  Flanders,  and  Emperor  of  Conftantinople, 
who  gave  it  to  the  Marquis  of  Montferrat,  by  whom  it 
was  fold  to  the  Venetians  in  the  year  j  194,  for  an  incre¬ 
dible  fum  of  money,  and  that  republic  has  held  it  ever 
fince,  till  it  was  lately  taken  from  them  by  the  invincible 
Ottomans. 

It  is  worth  remark,  that  Candia,  the  chief  city  of  this 
ifle  (called  Caftro  and  Candax  by  the  Greeks)  is  a  place 
of  that  prodigious  ftrength  that  it  fuftained  a  blockade  of 
twenty-two  years,  from  1645  to  1667  ;  and  after  that  a 
liege  of  two  years,  from  1667  to  1669  ;  in  which  fpace 


Book  IV. 


A  SPY  AT  PARIS. 


211 


of  time  it  is  thought  600000  muffulmans  loft  their  lives 
before  it. 

The  next  republic  in  order  is  that  of  Genoa,  a  city 
whofe  power  and  empire  was  far  greater  in  former  times 
than  it  is  at  prefent  ;  for  they  extended  their  dominions 
even  to  the  Black  Sea,  where  Tanais,  that  parts  Europe 
from  Afia,  pours  her  waters  into  the  Palus  Maeotis.  Here 
they  poffeffed  the  city  Theodolia  or  Caffa,  as  it  is  call¬ 
ed  at  this  day  ;  they  alfo  made  themfelves  mafters  of  Cy¬ 
prus,  Lefbos,  Chios,  with  ether  iflands  in  the  Archipela¬ 
go,  and  even  of  Pera  itfelf,  that  magnificent  adjunct  to. 
the  imperial  city. 

Yet  from  the  beginning  they  were  feudatories  of  the 
Roman  empire,  till  the  year  600  of  the  Chriftians  hegira; 
for  then  Lotharis,  king  of  the  Lombards,  took  the  city 
by  force,  and  plundered  it ;  but  when,  after  fome  years, 
it  had  recovered  its  priftine  glory  again,  Charles  I.  and 
his  fon  Pepin,  kings  of  Italy,  and  their  fucceffors  the  kings 
of  France,  bore  rule  there  for  almoft  an  hundred  years, 
placing  governors  in  the  city,  who  bore  the  title  of  Counts 
of  Genoa.  And  when  afterwards  the  Saracens  had  fub- 
dued  Corfica,  Ademarus  (then  Count  of  Genoa)  armed 
out  a  fleet  of  galleys,  invaded  the  ifland,  and  having  de¬ 
feated  the  true  believers,  took  pofl’eflion  of  it,  andrcduced 
it  under  the  jurifdiflion  of  Genoa,  whofe  power  at  this 
time  was  very  great  by  fea. 

After  the  dominion  of  Charles  the  Great,  his  pofterity 
was  by  degrees  fo  diminifhed,  that  at  length  it  became  in 
a  manner  quite  extinct  ;  the  more  potent  among  the  citi¬ 
zens  took  turns  to  ufurp  the  government,  and  exercife  a 
tyranny  over  the  inhabitants,  wiiich  fo  exafpeiated  them, 
that  they  often  fubmitted  themfelves  to  foreign  princes  ; 
but  finding  ftill  as  great  inconveniencies  in  this  depend¬ 
ence  on  ftrangers,  at  laft,  following  the  example  of  the 
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Venetians,  they  chofe  to  themfelves  a  duke,  in  the  year 
1 33  7  of  the  Chridians  hegira ;  him  they  fent  with  a  fleet  to 
conquer  Cyprus,  which  he  accomplished  with  good  fuc- 
cefs ;  for,  having  taken  the  king  and  queen  of  the  coun¬ 
try  captives,  he  imprifoned  them,  till  they  agreed  with 
him  for  a  yearly  tribute  to  be  paid  to  the  republic  of  Ge¬ 
noa,  and  then  he  reilored  them  to  their  native  poflefiion, 
referving  only  Famagufta,  the  chief  city  of  the  illand,  to 
himfelf. 

He  entered  alio  into  a  war  with  the  Venetians,  but  be¬ 
ing  overcome  in  battle,  at  his  return  he  was  depofed  from 
the  ducal  office,  and  thrown  into  prifon,  another  being 
chofen  in  h;s  place.  This  was  more  fortunate  than  his 
predeceiTor  againft  the  enemy,  doing  them  many  injuries, 
but  at  length  he  was  killed  in  battle. 

Then  the  Genoefe  elefted  another  duke,  who  going  to 
Conftantinople,  performed  fuch  eminent  fervices  to  the 
emperor  in  his  wars,  that  he  gave  him  the  ifland  Mity- 
lene,  which  the  Genoefe  held  till  the  year  1354. 

After  this  they  created  one  to  rule  over  them  under 
the  title  of  Prince,  in  the  year  1381  ;  but  not  liking  his 
government,  they  threw  themfelves  upon  the  protection 
of  Charles  VII.  King  of  France,  who  fent  thither  his  de¬ 
puty."  Being  foon  weary  of  the  French  government,  they 
joined  themfelves  to  the  Duke  of  Milan,  under  whofe  pa¬ 
tronage  they  lived  till  the  year  1435,  and  then  abdicating 
him,  they  created  a  duke  of  their  own  again:  This  raifed 
factions  in  the  city,  whilst  fome  adhered  to  the  French 
interefi,  and  others  efooufed  the  Duke  of  Milan’s  caufe. 
At  laft  they  fell  again  under  the  power  of  the  French, 
whom  they  obeyed,  till  Andreas  d’Oria  having  quelled 
the  feditions,  and  pacified  the  contentions  of  the  Freggi 
and  Torni,.two  prevailing  factions  in  the  city,  one  con- 
kiting  of  the  nobles,  the  other  of  the  commons,  he  efta- 
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blifhed  that  liberty  in  the  commonwealth  of  Genoa,  which 
fire  has  enjoyed  ever  fince,  till  of  late  fome  new  troubles 
have  been  given  them  by  the  Kings  of  France  and  Spain. 

As  to  the  original  of  tiie  Genoefe,  it  is  uncertain.  Stra¬ 
bo  and  others  are  of  opinion  that  this  nation  defcended 
from  the  Greeks,  whilft  Thucydides  derives  them  from 
the  Sicilians.  They  were  called  Ligurians  by  the  people 
of  Rome  ;  and  Floras  mentions  a  certain  race  of  Ligu¬ 
rians,  who  dwelt  in  the  dens  and  caves  of  mountains,  be¬ 
ing  a  very  fierce  and  warlike  people. 

But  now-a-days  the  Genoefe  are  a  very  polite  and  ci- 
vilifed  people,  of  a  lively  and  fubtle  wit,  efpecially  in  mer- 
chandiiing,  by  which  they  greatly  enrich  themfelves;  they 
are  alfo  exceeding  induftrious,  fhunning  no  labour  or  dan¬ 
ger  for  the  fake  of  gain  ;  they  appear  iludious  of  thofe 
things  which  tend  to  the  good  of  the  commonwealth,  yet 
are  extremely  fickle  and  inconftant,  given  to  faction,  and 
dciirous  of  novelty,  as  is  manifeft  by  what  I  have  before 
related  of  them,  which  occafioned  a  certain  king  of 
France,  when  one  of  his  lords  told  him,  “  That  the  Ge¬ 
noefe  were  about  to  throw  themfelves  on  his  patronage,” 
to  anfwer,  not  without  fome  indignation,  “  That  they 
might  go  to  the  devil  for  protection;  for  I  (fays  he)  will 
have  nothing  to  do  with  men  who  are  more  unfiedfalt 
than  the  waves  of  the  fea.” 

This  inconftancy  never  appeared  more  plainly  than  in 
the  late  confpiracy  of  Freggi  and  Torni,  which  had  like 
to  have  proved  of  fatal  confequence.  As  to  Vachero  and 
Balbi,  they  were  like  the  dog  in  iEfop’s  fables,  who 
loll  the  bone  to  catch  at  his  ihadow  in  the  water  :  So 
thefe  fea-myrmidons  were  not  content  with  the  ftrong  party' 
which  they  had  made  in  the  city,  but  mull  needs  go  to 
corrupt  the  navy  too,  which  ruined  all  their  defign,  for 
the  plot  was  difeovered  by  one  of  the  fea  captains.  This 
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commonwealth  has  been  afflidled  with  many  wars  and 
plagues,  but  none  of  either  fort  ever  threatened  it  with  fo 
much  defolation  as  the  lafl,  the  one  having  almoft  ex- 
haufted  their  treafury,  and  the  other  as  near  emptied  the 
city  of  its  inhabitants.  As  for  the  firil  misfortune,  the 
fcarcity  of  money,  they  knew  quickly  how  to  remedy  it, 
being  perfeCt  chemiils,  and  mailers  of  the  philofopher’s 
ftone,  if  there  be  any  fuch  thing  in  nature  ;  but  whether 
there  be  or  not,  this  is  certain,  that  the  Genoefe  are  old 
doctors  at  garbling,  tranfmuting,  and  adulterating  of  me¬ 
tals  ;  and  the  Ottoman  empire  has  experienced  it,  to  the 
great  damage  of  our  merchants  at  Conilantinople,  Smyr¬ 
na,  Aleppo,  and  other  ports,  where  the  Genoefe  did  put 
off  their  bafe  coin,  to  the  value  of  fome  millions ;  but 
this  cheat  may  coil  them  dear  one  time  or  other. 

The  Genoefe  appear  at  prefent  more  inclinable  to  mer- 
chandife  than  to  war  ;  however,  it  muff  be  confeffed  that 
this  commonwealth  has  brought  forth  valiant  and  expert 
foldiers,  as  is  evident  from  the  families  of  the  Dorias,  Spi- 
nolas,  and  others,  who  have  proved  famous  gederals,  and 
leaders  of  armies  in  feveral  parts  of  Europe. 

Of  fuch  as  thefe  has  Genoa  more  caufe  to  boail,  than 
of  any  ftrong  forts,  cailles,  or  fenced'  cities  within  her  do¬ 
minions  in  Italy  ;  nay,  the  chief  city,  Genoa  itfelf,  trulls 
more  in  the  King  of  Spain’s  protection  than  in  her  own 
ftrength.  That  monarch  is  indebted  to  the  Genoefe  mer¬ 
chants  eighteen  millions  of  gold,  befide  the  intereft  of 
********  years  ;  for  this  bill  was  given  in  to  him  in 
the  year  1600  of  the  Chriilians  hegira.  By  this  thou 
mayeit  guefs  at  the  riches  of  this  commonwealth. 

As  to  the  manner  of  their  government,  it  differs  not 
much  from  that  of  Venice,  the  fupreme  power  being  in 
the  hands  of  the  fenate,  who  eleCl  a  duke  every  two  years 
by  lot,  out  of  four  men  who  are  propofed  as  worthy  of 
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that  high  office.  No  man  can  propofe  any  thing  to  the 
fenate  but  the  duke  himfelf,  who  lives  in  a  public  pa¬ 
lace  during  the  two  years  of  his  government,  and  has  a 
guard  of  five  hundred  Germans  about  his  houfe  and  per- 
fon. 

It  would  be  fuperfluous  to  trouble  thee  with  an  account 
of  the  judicial  courts,  the  manner  of  eletfting  the  fenators,. 
and  other  public  magistrates,  with  the  reft  of  their  pecu¬ 
liar  politics  ;  befides,  I  believe  thou  art  almoft  cloyed 
with  the  length  of  this  letter  ;  wherefore,  begging  thee 
to  put  the  beft  conftru&ion  on  my  endeavours,  I  bid  thee 
adieu. 

Paris,  17th  of  the  8th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1681. 


X. — To  Dgnet  Oglou. 

1  formerly  fent  a  letter  to  the  fage  Ofman  Adrooneth, 
aftrologer  in  ordinary  to  the  Grand  Signior,  wherein  I 
informed  him  of  a  comet,  or  blazing  ftar,  which  th^p 
newly  appeared  in  the  heavens  ;  I  took  an  occafion  in 
that  difpatch  to  venture  my  thoughts  concerning  the  na¬ 
ture  of  thefe  amazing  phenomena,  which  fo  aftonifli  the 
minds  of  mortals,  and  puzzle  the  ableft  philofophers  to 
difcover  their  origin  :  From  this  difcourfe,  I  paffed  in- 
fenfibly  into  a  more  general  one,  concerning  the  ftars  ;  I 
faid  what  I  thought  was  proper  to  one  of  his  profeffion, 
being  unwilling  to  offend,  by  too  much  boldnefs,  a  man 
efteemed  the  moft  learned  and  accomplifhed  in  that  fcience 
of  this  age  ;  for  though  I  give  little  credit  to  judicial  a- 
'  ftrology,  as  it  is  praftifed  now-a-days,  yet  it  would  have 
been  an  incivility  to  exprefs  fo  much  to  one  that  lives  by 
it,  and  who,  for  his  eminent  flcill  therein,  is  honoured 
with  the  Grand  Signior’s  friendffiip,  and  a  noble  penfion ; 
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but  with  thee  I  will  take  the  more  freedom,  in  refpedl  of 
that  intimate  familiarity  that  has  been  always  between 
us. 

That  the  heavenly  bodies  have  an  influx  on  this  lower 
world,  is  an  article  the  general  fenfe  of  all  mankind  gives 
teftimony  to,  whilft  every  morning  we  rejoice  to  fee  that 
glorious  orb  of  light,  the  fun,  imprint  the  eaftern  Ikies 
and  clouds  with  his  refrefhing  rays  ;  he  gilds  the  frontiers 
of  the  horizon,  and  decks  the  tops  of  mountains  with 
cheerful  brightnefs ;  the  earth,  the  air,  and  leas,  partici¬ 
pate  of  tlYe  virtue  of  his  beams  ;  it  is  he  gives  life  to 
plants  and  animals ;  lie  renovates  the  elements,  and  every 
fublunary  being. 

So  when  he  takes  his  conge  every  evening  of  our  he- 
mifphere,  he  ftill  affords  us  light,  though  but  at  fecond 
hand  ;  whilft  he  in  perfon  makes  his  progrefs  to  the  weft- 
ern  continent,  to  cheer  and  recreate  by  his  prefence  the 
remote  and  folitary  borders  of  America  ;  fair  Cynthia  is 
his  proxy"  here,  attended  on  by  other  planets,  waiting  in 
their  turns,  and  a  whole  hemifphere  of  fixed  ftars. 

Thefe  fnine  by  night,  for  other  ends,  no  doubt,  than 
merely  to  light  the  fnepherds  as  they  watch  their  h-arm- 
lefs  Hocks,  or  ferve  as  flambeaux  to  the  wandering  tra¬ 
veller  ;  yet  this  is  comfortable  in  our  elementary  dark- 
nefs.  The  mariner  rejoices,  when  in  the  mighty  wafte 
of  unknown  feas,  he  makes  a  lottery  of  his  fortune,  and 
trails  his  foul  and  body  to  a  rotten  Ikiff,  where  flavery 
and  freedom,  life  and  death,  are  equal  chances  ;  when  he 
Itruggles  with  impetuous  winds,  and  boifterous  waves, 
threatened  on  all  hands  by  the  bedlam  fury  of  the  fea  ; 

1  lay,  he  is  glad  at  fuch  a  time  to  have  the  light  his  * 
friend,  though  it  be  but  the  faint  glimmering  of  the  ftars, 
t  oat  he  may  fee  the  perils  that  encompafs  him,  and  ufe 
the  propcreft  means  to  avoid  them.  How  is  his  heart 
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revived,  if,  in  the  dreadful  ftorm,  he  fp'es  but  one  poor 
chink  or  cranny  in  the  dole  gloomy  clouds  through 
which  the  azure  ilcy  can  (how  itfelf !  And  then  fome 
profpcrous  conftellation,  to  appear  amidll  that  checker- 
work  of  this  low  orb,  and  thofe  above,  makes  him  take 
courage,  and  defy  the  powers  of  aEolus  and  Neptune  ; 
he  challenges  the  rocks  and  fands  to  hurt  him,  and  mocks 
the  fatal  apparitions  of  Caftor  and  Pollux. 

Yet  thefe,  and  many  more  inferior  ufes,  were  not  all 
for  which  the  liars  were  made  ;  they  have  befides,  un¬ 
doubtedly,  fome  dominion,  influence,  and  power  on  earth, 
ani!  all  the  beings  dwelling  on  it ;  wherever  they  call 
their  rays,  there  is  fome  material  emanation  felt,  and  ef¬ 
flux  full  of  hidden  magic  ;  they  dart  on  men  and  other 
animals,  on  plants  and  other  minerals,  on  every  thing 
that  is  compounded  of  the  elements  and  does  refide  with¬ 
in  the  fphere  of  their  activity  ;  each  darts,  I  fay,  its  own 
peculiar  force  and  virtue.  It  is  probable  that  every  na¬ 
tion,  tribe,  and  family,  each  climate,  province,  fpot,  and 
corner  of  the  earth,  have  their  particular  liars ;  fo  have 
the  different  fpecies  of  all  fublunary  things,  and  every  in¬ 
dividual  being;  but  how  to  determine"  their  influence  par¬ 
ticularly,  by  divination,  by  calculating  nativities,  ere&ing 
horofcopes,  and  other  fchemes  of  aftrology,  to  foretel 
things  to  come,  to  avoid  prognofticated  evils,  and  engrofs 
all  happy  events,  to  predidl  other  mens  fates,  whilll  we  are 
ignorant  of  our  own,  & c.  is  a  thing  which  appears  to  me 
beyond  the  power  of  human  reafon,  and  a  fcience  built 
on  fand. 

For  who  has  numbered  the  liars,  or  vifited  the  places 
of  their  different  fituation  ?  who  has  underflood  their  va¬ 
rious  qualities,  engagements,  afterifms,  and  obligation  ? 
their  ties  to  one  another,  and  their  obedience  to  the  laws 
of  the  univerfe  ?  O  that  mortal  man  Ihould  prefume  to 
Vol.  VUI. 
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dive  thus  far,  even  into  the  heavenly  arcana,  the  cabinet-fe- 
crets  of  God  Almighty!  Will  he  be  wifer  than  Ptolemy, 
Callander,  Eudoxus,  Archelaus,  Hoychilax,  Halicarnaf- 
fseus,  and  many  others,  molt  expert  mathematicians,  and 
men  of  profound  judgment,  who  have  confeffed,  that  af¬ 
ter  all  their  fearch  in  this  fcience,  they  find  it  impoffible 
to  make  anv  certain  conclufion  from  the  configurations 

>  O 

above,  in  regard  of  the  innumerable  multiplicity  of  caufes 
co-operating  with  them,  to  which  we  are  wholly  llrangers; 
befides  thofe  things  which  oppofe  or  favour  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  the  liars  among  ourfelves,  and  with  which  we  are 
very  familiar,  as  the  force  of  blood,  cuftoms,  traditions, 
manners,  education,  prejudice,  prepoffeffion,  place  and 
time,  empire  and  fubjedion,  diet  and  difcipline,  finally, 
the  freedom  of  mind,  or  its  fervitude ;  all  which,  they  fay, 
the  liars  cannot  compel,  but  only  difpofe  and  incline. 

Moreover,  they  who  have  prefcribed  the  rules  of  judi¬ 
cial  allrology,  differ  fo  extremely  in  one  and  the  fame  fub- 
ject,  that  there  is  no  encouragement  for  a  thinking  man 
to  hope  ever  to  make  a  true  judgment  by  their  rules,  un- 
kfs  he  be  divinely  infpired  within,  and  have  a  certain  na¬ 
tural  infkindt,  which  fuggefts  to  him  the  knowledge  of 
future  things,  or  he  is  poffefied  by  fome  prelaging  demon, 
vvhofe  whifpers  direct  him  what  judgment  to  choofe  among 
the  many  that  may  be  made  upon  the  fight  of  a  fcheme, 
according  to  the  variety  of  rules  that  have  been  given  ; 
and  this  is  the  opinion  of  the  learned  Hali  my  country¬ 
man,  who  has  had  many  followers:  So  that  after  all,  this 
boalted  fcience  will  rather  deferve  the  name  of  fortilegy 
than  allrology,  whilll  all  its  dictates  depend  on  pure 
conjecture,  or  the  extempore  affections  of  the  mind  ;  or, 
which  is  worft  of.  all,  on  the  afflatus  of  bufy,  interelled 
fpirits,  genii,  or  demons  of  the  air,  who  have  fome  defign 
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of  their  own  to  purfue,  and  make  men  their  tools  to  ex¬ 
ecute  it. 

Undoubtedly  they  both  deceive  others  and  are  deceived 
themfelves,  who  pradlife  this  vain  art  for  the  fake  of  filthy 
lucre  ;  for  if  there  was  any  thing  of  truth  in  it,  how  came 
they  to  fail  fo  often  and  fo  egregioufly  in  their  predictions? 
or  why  do  they  always  couch  their  prognoftications  in 
fuch  ambiguous  terms,  that,  like  the  Delphic  oracle,  may 
be  taken  in  which  fenfe  you  pleafe,  and  applied  to  any 
nation,  prince,  time,  or  perfon,  as  the  aflrologcr  lhall 
pleafe  to  comment,  after  fomething  of  what  he  has  faid  at 
random  may  have  happened  ?  For  from  that  infinite  va¬ 
riety  of  ftars  and  afpefts,  it  is  very  eafy  for  a  bold  fophift.. 
er  in  his  art  to  cull  out  fuch  for  his  turn  as  fhall  be  pro¬ 
per  to  convince  ignorant  people  that  he  was  in  the  right, 
when  he  promifed  them  long  life,  health,  honours,  riches, 
children,  friends,  power,  vi&ory,  the  enjoyment  of  their 
loves,  and  fuch  like,  or  threatened  the  quite  contrary, 
even  juft  as  they  fall  out';  but  if  at  any  time  they  were 
catched  in  an  apparent  falfehood,  then  they  either  compli¬ 
ment  a  man  into  a  good  opinion  of  them,  by  telling  him, 
“  a  wife  man  has  dominion  over  the  ftars,”  or  they  infult 
over  him  by  a  thoufand  contempts  of  his  fuppofed  folly, 
which  they  fay  refilled  the  influence  of  the  ftars,  and  hin¬ 
dered  their  good  effeft.  Yet  thefe  fort  of  people  are  in 
chiefeft  requeft  among  the  princes  and  potentates  of  the 
earth,  efpecially  in  the  Eaft,  where  there  is  nothing  to  be 
done  either  in  peace  or  war,  without  firft  confulting  the 
aftrologer,  though  really  there  is  not  a  more  unprofitable, 
not  to  fay  a  more  peftilent  race  of  men  in  a  common¬ 
wealth. 

Cornelius  Tacitus,  a  grave  author,  complained  of  them 
in  old  time  ;  fo  did  Varro,  with  other  fincere  writers  ; 
and  it  was  a  cuftom  in  Alexandria  formerly,  for  aftrolo- 
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gers  to  pay  a  certain  tribute,  which  they  called  fools* 
pence,  oecauie  it  was  taken  from  the  gain  which  the  aftro- 
logers  made  bv  their  own  ingenious  folir,  ar.d  the  credu- 
Ions  dotage  of  their  admirers. 

My  Dgnet,  if  our  lives  and  fortunes  depend  upon  the 
itars,  what  reafon  have  we  to  be  afraid  of  any  thing  ? 
Why  are  we  fo’icitons,  and  full  of  needlefs  cares  ?  Let  us 
leave  all  things  to  God  ;  and  the  heavens,  which  cannot 
err  nor  tranfgrefs  the  decrees  of  fate,  will  be  cur  guaran¬ 
tees  till  death  :  But  if  our  lives  and  fortunes  are  altoge- 
ther  independent  of  the  celcfu’al  bodies,  let  us  bid  good 
night  to  aftrology,  as  the  vaineit  ape  or  mimic  of  a  fcience 
that  ever  buffooned  the  world. 

It  was  faid  of  old  by  the  fages  of  Chaldea,  “  That 
God  .had  committed  the  difpofal  of  days  to  Mofes,  and 
of  hours  to  Jefus  the  fon  of  Mary,  but  that  he  had 
referved  the  moments  to  himfelf,  and  hi*  laft  favourite.” 
Let  us  therefore  every  minute  of  our  lives  wait  on  him, 
the  Father  of  all  things,  with  an  entire  refignation. 

But  there  is  a  fort  of  puny-fpirited  men,  fo  timorous 
and  void  of  true  faith,  that  they  will  rather  believe  any 
thing,  though  the  moil  incongruous  fictions  of  hobgob¬ 
lins,  gholts,  See.  than  the  dictates  of  folid  reafon  ;  they 
tremble  at  the  report  of  things  which  have  no  exillence 
in  nature ;  and  whole  very  idea  is  full  of  impofiibilities 
and  contradictions  ;  yet  they  will  Hand  the  brunt  of 
truth  with  brazen  foreheads,  and  refill  the  dint  of  rational 
arguments,  like  fo  many  ColoflulTes  :  Hence  it  comes  to 
pafs,  that  whereas  one  lie  is  apt  to  take  away  the  reputa¬ 
tion  of  any  honeft  man,  fo  that  he  {hall  not  be  believed 
when  he  fpeaks  true,  on  the  contrary,  here  in  our  cafe,  if 
an  aftrologer  in  his  random  predictions,  by  mere  chance 
hits  upon  a  remarkable  truth,  it  procures  him  credit  for 
all  the  lie$  that  ever  he  has,  or  can  be  guilty  of;  imperti- 
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nent  and  prepolterous  fort  of  fellows,  who,  whilfl.  they 
pretend  to  know,  and  foretel  future  things,  are  ignorant 
of  that  which  is  pall  or  prefent  ;  and  when  they  are  im¬ 
pudently  alferting  their  familiarity  with  the  houfes  of  the 
twelve  figns  in  the  zodiac,  know  not  what  is  done  in 
their  own  homes  and  beds,  as  this  epigram  fays  : 

Aftra  tibi  sthcreo  pandunt  fefe  omnia  vati  ; 

Omnibus  et  quas  lint  fata  futura  monent. 

Omnibus  eft  uxor,  quod  fe  tua  pubiicat,  id  te 
.Aftra,  licet  vidcant  omnia,  nulla  monent. 

But  that  which  appears  moll  ftrange  is,  that  they  a- 
fcri'oe  the  very  gift  of  prophecy  to  the  liars,  alfo  of  the 
origin  of  religions,  the  fecrets  of  confcience,  the  power  of 
working  miracles  and  calling  out  devils,  the  efficacy  of 
prayer,  and  even  our  immortal  happinefs  or  mifery  after 
this  life.  Thus  they  alfert,  that  when  Gemini  is  the 
afcendant,  and  in  conjunction  with  Saturn  and  Mercury 
under  Aquarius,  in  the  ninth  houfe,  a  prophet  is  born  at 
that  time  ;  and  therefore  Jefus  the  Meffias  was  endowed 
xvith  fo  many  matchlefs  gifts  and  abilities,  becaufe  he  had 
Saturn  in  his  configuration  with  Gemini. 

Thus  they  dillribute  the  various  Cedis  of  religion  that 
are  on  earth  into  their  dillindl  claffes,  according  to  the 
different  allerifms  above,  Jupiter  being  fuppofed  the  ge¬ 
neral  patron  of  all  religion.  Upon  this  ground,  they  a- 
Jciibe  the  religion  of  the  Jews  to  Jupiter  and  Saturn,  of 
the  Chaldeans  to  Jupiter  and  Mars,  of  the  Egyptians  to 
Jupiter  and  the  Sun,  of  the  Arabians  to  Jupiter  and  Ve¬ 
nus,  ot  the  Chriilians  to  Jupiter  and  Mercury,  and  that 
religion  or  irreligion  of  antichriil,  which  is  to  come,  they 
aferibe  to  Jupiter  and  the  Moon  :  They  fay  alfo,  that 
Mofes  preferibed  the  obfervation  of  the  Sabbath  from 
aftrological  grounds,  it  being  dedicated  to  Saturn:  They 
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aieribe  the  deluge  to  the  influence  of  the  flats,  and  the 
law  given  on  Mount  Sinai  is  in  theif  divinity  owing  tc 
the  fame  original;  they  attribute  the  conception  of  Jefus 
the  fon  of  Mary  to  Venus,  and  his  fuppofed  death  to 
Mars;  they  affirm  that  the  Meffias  himfelf  was  thegreat- 
efl  ailrcloger  of  his  time ;  that  he  made  a  particular 
■thoice  of  hours,  wherein  to  work  his  miracles,  and  to 
pafs  through  the  ILeets  of  Jerufalem  without  receiving 
damage  from  the  Jews,  which  made  him  once  fayr  to  his 
difciples,  <£  Are  there  not  twelve  hours  in  a  day  ?”  when 
they  warned  him  not  to  go  into  the  city  on  fuch  a  day, 
for  fear  of  the  people. 

They  add,  that  whofoever  has  Mars  happily  placed  in 
the  ninth  koufe  at  his  nativity,  (hall  have  power  to  expel 
demons  from  the  poffefled  ;  and  whofoever  has  the  Moon 
with  Jupiter  in  conjunction  with  the  Dragon’6  Head  in 
the  zenith,  and  lhall  pray  to  God,  whatfoever  he  defires 
fiiail  be  granted  ;  and  that  immortal  felicity  depends  on 
Jupiter  and  Saturn,  if  they  be  happily  poiited  in  Leo, 
for  whofoever  has  this  configuration,  his  foul  after  death 
being  freed  from  infinite  ftraits  and  perils,  (hall  afeend  to 
its  original  and  native  feat,  the  region  of  endlefs  liberty 
and  blifs. 

•  Ail  this  may  be  true,  for  ought  I  know',  but  till  I  have 
a  demor.ftration  for  it,  I  fiiail  defire  to  fufpend  my  belief ; 
in  the  mean  while,  this  is  my  faith,  That  all  things  depend 
on  everlaflinvr  deftiny  ;  whether  the  flars  be  inftruments 
in  executing  the  eternal  decrees  or  no,  it  matters  not 
much  ;  all  fublunary  beings  muft  obey  the  law  that  can¬ 
not  be  revoked. 

Then  fuffer  not  thyfelf,  dear  friend,  to  be  difmayed,  or 
over-anxious  at  any  thing  that  happens  in  this  mortal  life, 
but  practife  that  ode  of  Horace, 
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iEquam  memento  rebus  in  arduis 
Servare  mentem  :  non  fecus  in  bonis, 

Ab  infolenti  temperatam 
Lsetitia,  moriture,  &c. 

Finally,  my  Dgnet,  be  moved  at  nothing.  Adieu. 
Paris,  5th  of  the  nth  Moon,  of  the  Year  1681. 


XI. — To  Ibro  Kalphaser  Effendi,  a  Man  of  Letters 
at  Conjlantinople. 

I  congratulate  the  honour  thou  haft,  in  being  made 
fupervifor  of  that  noble  work,  an  univerfal  hiftory  of  the 
world  ;  I  wifh  thee  and  the  other  undertakers  a  whole 
hegira  of  happinefs,  whofe  date  may  commence  with  the 
finiihing  this  illuftrious  volume. 

The  mufti  has  ordered  me  to  addrefs  to  thee  fuch  far¬ 
ther  inftruftions  as  are  neceffary  to  render  the  hiftory 
complete,  that  nothing  either  of  fubftance  or  ornament - 
may  be  wanting. 

I  formerly  fent  that  patriarch  of  the  faithful  a  fcheme- 
or  model  of  the  whole  work,  which  I  drew  up  in  the  heft 
manner  I  could,  for  the  time  that  was  allowed  me  ;  now 
I  fend  thee  one  more  ample  and  correft  ;  it  is  inclofed 
in  the  box  which  comes  with  this,  wherein  thou  wilt  alfo 
find  a  large  catalogue  of  hiftorians,  containing  almoft  all 
that  have  written  the  affairs  of  kingdoms  and  empires 
fince  the  beginning  of  the  world,  v/ith  their  particular 
charaflers,  that  thou  mayeft  diftinguilh  fuch  as  are  worthy 
of  credit  from  the  authors  of  figments  :  Neither  art  thou 
to  wonder  that  I  have  in  thefe  papers  given  thee  cautions 
how  to  ufe  even  fome  of  thofe  whom  we  efteem  of  great- 
eft  integrity  and  reputation  ;  for  though  they  fcorned  to 
broach  fables,  or  tranfmit  romances  to  pofterity,  yet  they 
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were  flefh  and  blood  as  well  as  other  men,  and  many  times 
their  intereft  or  pallions  biaffed  their  judgment,  and  drew 
their  pens  into  cabal  with  a  party:  Thus  Herodotus  him- 
felf,  though  otherwife  a  man  of  approved  veracity,  yet 
when  he  relates  the  wars  of  the  Athenians,  appears  too 
partial  to  his  darling  countrymen,  and  lets  thofe  paflages 
efcape  his  pen  in  their  favour,  which  are  contradicted  by 
Plutarch,  and  other  more  difinterefted  writers,  and  for 
which  he  is  particularly  reproached  by  Plutarch,  in  a 
treatife  of  his,  intitled,  Of  the  Malice  of  Herodotus. 

Therefore,  in  cafes  of  this  nature  thou  art  not  to  con¬ 
fide  wholly  in  any  one  author,  whom  thou  haft  reafon  to 
fufpeft  guilty  of  fidlion  in  hiftory,  or  fupinely  pafs  thy 
fentiments  into  thofe  of  another,  without  examining  whe¬ 
ther  his  relations  be  true  or  falfe  ;  but  having  fo  great  a 
throng  of  teftimonies,  referve  the  laft  appeal  to  thyfelf, 
and  let  thy  own  judgment  be  the  tribunal  where  every 
one's  fentence  is  finally  determined. 

Thus  much  may  ferve  for  a  direction  as  to  the  matter 
of  the  hiftory  ;  what  concerns  the  feveral  periods  of  time 
wherein  things  were  done,  authors  cannot  with  fuch  rea¬ 
fon  be  fuppofed  delignedly  faulty,  as  miftaken  in  their 
chronology,  and  thofe  chiefly,  who  wrote  in  later  times, 
aind  feem  only  to  have  collected  and  transcribed  out  of 
others  what  was  for  their  turn:  And  thou  wilt  have  rea¬ 
fon  to  be  particularly  circumfpedt  in  what  t’neu  takeft  on 
the  credit  of  Diodorus  Siculus,  Pliny,  Paterculus,  and 
forne  others,  who  feem  to  have  been  too  precipitate  in 
fixing  the  terms  and  periods  of  time  requifite  to  the  il- 
luftrating  their  hiftories,  without  making  a  due  compari- 
fon  of  the  feveral  epochas  in  ufe  among  the  precedent 
biftorians,  from  whom  they  borrow  their  light. 

In  order,  therefore,  to  the  rendering  this  univerfal  hi¬ 
ftory  the  moft  correct  and  free  from  error  of  any  yet  ex- 
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tant,  to  the  eternal  honour  of  the  muffulmans,  and  advan¬ 
tage  of  all  mankind,  it  will  be  neceffary  for  thee  to  have 
a  right  notion  of  all  the  different  hegiras,  or  computation 
of  years,  ufed  by  divers  nations,  from  the  firft  invention 
of  records  to  this  day  :  Thefe  I  have  named  in  fhort,  at 
the  tops  of  columns  to  which  they  belong,  in  the  Icheme 
I  have  fent  in  the  box;  now. I  will  explain  their  meaning 
to  thee,  and  ihow  which  are  of  moft  import  in  this  work, 
and  which  not. 

To  begin  then  with  that  era  which  is  commonly  taken 
for  a  feries  of  the  years  of  the  world,  or  a  computation 
from  the  fuppofed  origin  of  time,  thou  oughteft  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  this  is  moil  difputable  and  uncertain  of  all 
other  epochas,  in  regaid  it  is  impofiible  to  adjuil  the  dif¬ 
ferent  accounts  of  the  Jews,  Grecians,  Romans,  Egyp¬ 
tians,  Arabians,  Perfians,  and  other  nations,  not  to  men¬ 
tion  the  almoft  eternal  chronologies  of  the  Chinefes  and 
Indians,  which  extend  many  millions  of  years  beyond  the 
fuppofed  time  of  the  world’s  creation. 

Wifhing  thee  therefore,  in  this  point,  to  adhere  to  thofe 
epochas  which  are  moil  commonly  received  in  the  Eaft, 
we  veil!  pafs  to  Noah’s  flood,  wherein  thou  inuft  expedt 
no  other  light  fave  what  is  derived  from  Mofes  and  the 
Hebrew  dodlors,  which  has  occafloned  many  to  confound 
this  deluge  with-  thofe  of  Deucalion  and  Ogyges,  men¬ 
tioned  by  Ovid  and  other  gentile  writers :  And  indeed  it 
may  well  Hart  a  fcruple  in  a  mind  not  over-credulous, 
how  it  came  to  pafs  that  this  univerfal  deluge  of  Noah 
(fuppofing  it  to  be  fuch)_  was  recorded  by  no  other  na¬ 
tion  on  earth  fave  only  by  the  Jews,  as  if  it  had  not  e- 
qually  conceded  all  mankind  to  tranfmit  to  polterity  the 
exadl  time  of  fo  general  a  depopulation  of  our  race  made 
by  water  ;  but  fo  fir  are  we  from  finding  any  fuch  me¬ 
moirs,  that  there  are  no  footfteps  to  be  traced  of  the  bare 
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matter  of  fa£l,  or  any  mention  made  of  a  flood,  fave  thofe 
of  Ogyges  and  Deucalion.  Whence  proceeded  this  negleft 
in  the  writers  of  Afia  ?  What  intereft,  prepoffeffion,  or 
prejudice,  could  biafs  the  Phcenician  antiquaries,  the  Per- 
han  magi,  the  Chaldean  fages,  the  Indian  gymnofophifts, 
or  the  bonzis  of  China,  from  regiftering  fuch  an  inunda¬ 
tion,  as,  if  the  ftory-be  true,  fwept  away  all  the  race  of 
Adam  from  the  face  of  the  earth,  except  eight  perfons  ? 
Or  Avail  we  fuppofe  that  thofe  eight  perfons  combined 
together  to  conceal  fo  great  a  catailrophe  of  human  na¬ 
ture  from  their  pofterity,  making  their  children  believe 
that  they  were  the  firft  mortals  that  ever  lived  on  earth  ? 
If  fo,  how  came  the  pofterity  of  Sem  to  be  favoured  with 
the  firft  difcovery  of  the  truth,  and  thofe  of  Japhet  and 
Cham  to  remain  ignorant  of  their  father’s  deliverance 
from  an  all-deftroying  deluge  ? 

It  has  been  ufual  with  the  learned  Nazarenes  of  late  to 
cry  down  the  writings  of  Manethon  the  Egyptian,  Bero- 
fus  the  Chaldean,  Philo  the  Jew,  with  Metafthenes,  An- 
nianus,  and  other  authors  of  antiquity,  beeaufe  they  have 
delivered  relations  which  thwart  the  error  of  thefe  modem 
writers :  On  the  fame  fcore  they  contemn  tire  Perfian  an¬ 
tiquaries  and  poets,  with  all  the  records  of  the  Eaft,  as  fa¬ 
bulous  and  not  worthy  of  credit,  beeaufe  they  have  been 
more  careful  than  other  nations,  efpeciallythan  thofe  in 
the  Well,  to  conferve  the  hiftory  of  the  firft  ages  of  the 
world  entire,  and  free  from  corruption.  But  with  what 
race  will  any  rational  man  fallen  this  calumny  on  priftine 
Egypt,  that  fhe  was  the  mother  of  fables  and  ignorance, 
which  all  the  world  knows  to  have  been  the  foie  nurfe 
and  feminary  of  fcience  and  truth  ?■  Could  not  fhe  inform 
herfelf  aright  in  the  hiftory  of  the  world,  who  firft  taught 
the  life  of  letters  to  other  nations  ?  Where  wa3  there  any 
monument  of  antiquity  that  came  not  out.  of  Egypt  ?  qr 
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what  learning  that  was  not  firll  derived  from  the  city  of 
the  fun  ?  Mofes  himfelf,  that  renowned  lawgiver  of  the 
Israelites,  had  his  education  at  the  feet  of  the  Egyptian 
philofophers,  and  the  whole  fyftem  of  his  laws  is  but  a 
partial  epitome  of  their  ftatutes,  which,  by  adding,  dimi- 
nifhing,  and  altering,  he  fitted  to  the  peculiar  tradition 
and  cuftoms  of  the  offspring  of  Jacob  ;  and  why  may  we 
not  fuppofe  he  did  the  fame  in  the  hiftorical  part  of  his 
books,  particularly  fo  far  as  tended  to  beget  faith  and 
reverence  in  his  reader,  to  the  fan&ity  of  that  which  he 
celebrates  under  the  title  cf  the  holy  line,  in  which  Noah 
was  the  Janus  with  two  faces,  one  looking  backward  on 
the  old  world,  the  other  forward,  regarding  the  future 
ages  of  the  new  ? 

I  fpeak  with  freedom,  and  after  the  manner  of  the  fcep- 
tics,  believing  that  the  boldeft  difquiiitions,  even  in  things 
which  are  of  divine  affurance,  are  the  beft  means  to  efta- 
tlifh  the  truth.  Let  it  not  pafs,  therefore,  for  an  argu¬ 
ment  of  infidelity  or  atheiim  J  which  fome  are  pleafed  to 
lay  to  my  charge),  in  that  I  ftiive  to  recover  the  loft  an¬ 
tiquities  of  the  world  out  of  the  ruins  of  time  and  igno¬ 
rance,  and  that  to  this  end  1  even  call  in  queftion  thofe 
records,  which,  being  fathered  on  Mofes,  pafs  for  divine 
cvracles,  which  contain  paffages  repugnant  to  human  rea- 
fon,  and  appear  infinitely  more  fabulous  than  thofe,  which, 
for  their  fake,  are  condemned  as  fuch  by  the  fuperftitious 
Nazarenes. 

In  all  this  I  have  not  contradicted  the -Alcoran,  which 
confirm  the  fcriptures  of  the  Old  Teftarnent,  but  declares 
at  the  fame  time,  that  the  devil  has  inferted  many  errors 
into  them  ;  it  is  only- again  ft  thefe  errors  I  difpute,  ador¬ 
ing  the  truth  wherever  I  find  it,  though  it  were  written 
in  parchment  made  of  the  flcin  of  an  infidel,  which  thou 
knoweft  is  as  great  an  abomination  as  the  f.eh  of  an  hog.. 
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But  to  return  to  Noah’s  flood,  or  that  of  Ogyges,  or 
Deucalion’s,  which  thou  wilt,  (for  as  the  firft  is  an  epo- 
cha  of  the  Jews,  fo  the  two  latter  are  remarkable  eras  to 
the  gentiles)  thou  wilt  do  well  in  uiing  all  three,  and 
leave  the  fern  tiny  to  others,  for  it  will  involve  thee  in  a 
labyrinth  of  knotty  difputes. 

The  next  epochs  among  the  gentiles  is  taken  from  the 
burning  of  Ida,  whereby  men  occafionally  found  out  the 
way  to  melt  iron,  and  form  it  to  their  neceffary  ufes;  and 
the  next  to  that  is  the  translation  of  Ganymede;  then  the 
building  of  Troy  ;  after  that,  the  expedition  of  Jafon  to 
get  the  golden  fleece  ;  and  forty-five  years  after  that  be¬ 
gins  the  great  epochs  of  the  Grecians,  the  firft  olympiad 
jnftituted  by  Hercules  ;  next  fucceed  the  olympiads  of 
Iphitus.  I  fnould  have  mentioned  the  Jewifh  epocha, 
which  begins  with  their  departure  out  of  Egypt ;  but  in 
regard  this  is  only  ufed  by  the  writers  of  that  nation,  thou 
wilt  not  find  it  of  any  great  import.  The  years  of  Na- 
bonafiar  are  of  general  obfervation ;  fo  is  the  epocha  from 
the  building  of  Rome  :  The  era  of  Alexander  the  Great 
is  ufed  by  my  countrymen  the  Arabian  writers  ;  the  ca- 
pitoline  games  is  an  era  mentioned  by  fome  Roman  au¬ 
thors,  but  not  of  general  remark. 

Thefe  are  all  that  are  of  any  note  in  ancient  hiftory  ; 
for  as  to  the  Auguftine  years,  or  thofe  reckoned  from  the 
battle  of  A&ium,  they  continued  not  long,  and  are  but 
fparingly  mentioned  in  hiftory  :  But  I  had  almoft  forgot 
the  Calippic  periods,  which  muft  not  be  omitted,  and 
therefore  I  have  placed  them  at  the  top  of  a  column  in 
the  fcheme  ;  they  commence  from  the  famous  battle  be¬ 
tween  Alexander  and  Darius  at  Arbela,  wherein  the  Per- 
fians  received  a  total  defeat. 

As  to  more  modern  hiftory,  thou  wilt  have  occafion 
to  ufe  the  Chriftian  era,  the  hegira  of  the  Arabians,  and 
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the  Perfian  epocha;  thou  muft  alto  obferve  the  difference 
in  the  Julian  and  Gregorian  accounts,  the  epocha  of 
Dioclefian,  the  Spanifh  era  ;  and  above  all  things,  both 
in  the  epochas  of  the  ancient  and  modern  hiftory,  thou 
muft  have  a  fpecial  regard  to  the  different  times  of  year 
wherein  each  diflinft  era  begins,  for  they  do  not  all 
commence  in  one  and  the  fame  moon,  but  vary  their  dates 
from  the  beginning  of  the  year  to  tlie  end:  The  want  of 
due  care  therefore  in  this  point  would  breed  a  great  con- 
fufion  in  an  univerfal .hiftory,  and  would  render  its  chro¬ 
nology  intricate  and  obfcure. 

Follow  the  moft  ancient  authorities,  and  be  not  difcou- 
raged  at  the  captious  remarks  of  modern  writers  ;  for 
they  grope  in  the  dark,  and  having  fet  up  to  themfelves 
certain  fuppofititious  land-marks,  whereby  to  meafure  the 
age  of  the  world,  they  quarrel  with  the  ancient  fages  for 
faying  it  is  of  longer  ftanding;  as  if  thofe  who  are  but  of 
yefterday  knew  better  the  extent  of  time  backwards  than 
fuch  as  lived  above  two  thoufand  years  ago  :  Thus  they 
retrench  the  primitive  fuccefilons  of  the  Affyrian  monar¬ 
chy,  becaufe  they  are  dated  before  their  Jewifh  epocha 
of  Noah's  flood ;  and  in  the  fame  manner  they  deal  with 
the  Egyptians  and  Indians  of  the  Eaft,  becaufe  thofe 
kingdoms  were  in  being  long  before  the  time  thefe  up- 
ftarts  have  fet  for  the  beginning  of  the  world. 

But  be  not  thou  partial  to  the  truth,  nor  fwear  to  the 
words  of  fuch  as  have  narrow  conceits  of  God  and  his 
works.  Doubtlefs  he  is  omnipotent  and  eternal,  and  it 
is  no  herefy  to  affirm,  that  the  univerfe,  both  in  extent 
of  time  and  place,  is  adequate  to  thofe  incomprehenftble 
charafters  of  its  architect. 

Paris,  14th  of  the  ijth  Moon,  of  the  Year  1681, 
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XII. — To  the'  Wfeft  of  the  Wife,  the  Key  of  the  Treafures 
of  Knowledge,  the  Venerable  Mufti. 

X  have  obeyed  the  orders  of  thy  fan&ity,  in  writing  to 
Ibro  Kalphafer  Effendi  the  ftudent  ;  I  have  difpatched 
to  him  ail  the  neceffary  inftrudlions  he  feems  to  want,  to¬ 
gether  with  a  more  ample  and  accurate  fcheme  of  the 
work  to  which  thou  haft  appointed  him.  When  the  tranf- 
lators  fhall  have  procured  the  books  I  have  named  in  a 
catalogue,  there  will  be  nothing  more  wanting  but  the 
compiler’s  care  in  delivering  a  conredl  chronology,  where¬ 
in  it  will  be  neceffary  to  deviate  from  the  Nazarene  and 
Jewifh  hiftorians,  who  feem  to  have  curtailed  the  age  of 
the  world,  and  reprefented  it  infinitely  younger  than  it  is 
in  the  records  of  the  rnoft  ancient  and  unfufpedled  writers. 

The  ground  of  this  error,  no  doubt,  was  partly  the 
ambition  of  the  Jewilh  nation  to  poffefs  a  fame  of  great- 
eft  antiquity,  and  to  be  accounted  older  than  other  coun¬ 
tries,  and  partly  the  lofs  of  fitch  monuments  and  records 
as  were  extant  in  other  nations  before  Noah’s  flood. 

Of  all  people  on  the  earth,  the  Jews  fe'em  to  have  been 
moft  guilty  of  impofing  on  the  world  an  opinion  of  their 
antiquity,  and  aggrandifing  their  line  above  all  the  race 
of  Adam  ;  and  from  them  the  error  is  tranfmitted  to  the 
Chriftians,  who,  giving  a  kind  of  implicit  and  blind  faith 
to  the  Hebrew  hiftorians,  have  confined  the  age  of  the 
world  within  the  compafs  of  fix  thoufand  years,  whereas, 
if  other  chronologies  be  true,  it  may,  for  ought  we  know, 
be  above  fix  hundred  thoufand  years  old. 

The  Egyptian  chronicles  give  us  an  account  of  no  less 
than  feventeen  fucceffrve  dynafties  or  governments  in  that 
nation,  before  the  Jewifh  and  Cliriftian  epocltas  of  the 
origin  of  time  ;  the  Affyvans  boaft  of  a  race  of  kings 
long  before  Noah’s  flood,  whofe  fticceffion  continued 
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down  to  the  reign  of  Sardanapalus,  without  the  leaft  in¬ 
terruption  or  vacancy  made  by  any  fuch  deluge  ;  but  the 
-Chinefe  and  Indians  exceed  all  the  reft  of  the  world  in 
the  prodigious  antiquity  of  their  records;  and  among  the 
latter,  their  bramins  affert  the  age  of  the  world  to  be  lit¬ 
tle  lefs  than  infinite  or  eternal :  The  laws  and.hiftones  of 
this  nation  (I  fpcak  of  the  gentile  Indians)  are  written  in 
a  language  which  is  now  antiquated,  and  has  no  affinity 
with  any  other  fpeech  in  the  world  ;  and  the  books  that 
.are  extant  in  this  language  affert  that  it  was  the  firft  and 
primitive  fpeech  of  mankind  ;  none  underftand  it  at  this 
day,  but  the  priefts  and  fuch  as  they  vouchfafe  to  teach 
it  to  in  their  fchools  and  colleges  ;  yet  this  is  the  language 
wherein  are  written  the  hiftories  of  their  firft  kings,  the 
original  of  their  government,  and  the  fables  of  the  world?s 
immenfe  antiquity. 

Certainly  it  would  he  a  deed  worthy  of  thy  munificence 
to  procure  a  tranflation  of  fome  of  thefe  records,  that  fo 
we  may  no  longer  be  in  the  dark  as  to  the  hiftory  of  that 
renowned  nation. 

And  I  could  heartily  vvifli  our  chronology  in  this  work 
might  receive  fome  light  from  fuch  unqueftionable  monu¬ 
ments. 

T  he  Chriftians  declaim  againft  every  thing  that  does 
not  fuit  with  their  tenets  ;  they  fet  up  then  private  er¬ 
rors  as  the  ftandard  of  truth,  and  reject  whatloever  con¬ 
tradicts  ihefe,  as  fabulous  and  heretical.  In  this  they  act 
like  the  giant,  who,  when  his  guefts  were  too  fhort  for 
his  bed,  caufed  tnem  to  be  ftretched  out  with  engines  ; 
and  when  they  were  too  long,  lie  cut  off  their  legs  or 
heads,  to  make  them  fit  for  l'ue;r  lodging.  So  do  the 
Nazarenes  oral  with  ancient  writers,  and  efpecial'y  with 
iuch  as  extend  the  age  of  the  world  beyond  their  narrow 
cpocha,  rcfolving  not  to  admit  of  any.  chronology  which 
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exceeds  the  limits  of  their  own;  they  retrench  whole  age?, 
and  reduce  the  indefinite  meafure  of  paft  cime  to  a  fpan  ; 
they  efteem  the  Indians  as  fools,  eafily  impofed  on  by  their 
crafty  priefts,  and  all  the  records  of  the  Eaft  pafs  with 
them  for  fables,  or  the  dreams  of  poets.  There  is  no 
reafon  that  the  enlightened  muiTulmans  firould  be  their 
apes,  and  mock  at  oriental  hiftory,  fince  we  are  taught 
^  from  our  cradles,  “  That  all  wifdom  comes  out  of  the 
Eaft.” 

But  they  will  objeifi,  perhaps,  how  is  it  poflible  that  any 
records  ftrould  be  preferved  of  the  times  before  the  flood, 
except  fuch  as  were  laved  in  Noah’s  ark,  fince  that  univer¬ 
sal  inundation  fwept  away  all  the  reft  of  mankind,  and 
muft  needs  u'cterlveffacetheir  writings  and  monuments?  To 
this  I  anfwer,  that  they  cannot  prove  this  inundation  to 
be  univerfal,  not  even  out  of  their  own  fcriptnres,  which 
T  have  narrowly  examined  in  this  point,  and  find  the  de¬ 
luge  limited  to  that  part  of  the  earth  which  was  inhabited 
at  that  time  ;  which  verbal  limitation  fuppofes  that  the 
whole  globe  was  neither  inhabited  nor  drowned,  or  elfe 
they  muft  allow  a  tautology  in  fcripture. 

Befides,  it  is  evident  from  what  the  Bible  fays  concem- 
Noah’s  preaching  an  hundred  and  twenty  years  before 
the  flood,  that  this  was  but  a  particular  deluge,  infli&ett 
as  a  punilhment  on  that  obdurate  and  impenitent  nation 
where  he  lived,  and  who  derided  the  warnings  of  the  pro¬ 
phet  ;  for  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  Noah  wandered  up 
and  down  over  the  face  of  the  whole  earth,  to  preach  every 
where,  and  warn  all  mankind  of  the  approaching  calamity  ; 
and  it  would  feem  partial  in  God  to  fend  him  to  preach  to 
one  people  only,  and  let  the  reft  of  the  world  die  in  ig¬ 
norance.  Either,  therefore,  there  were  no  more  people 
in  the  world  than  thofe  of  his  own  nation,  or  at  leaf!  there 
-were  no  more  to  be  drowned;  he  was  employed  in  build- 
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ing  the  ark  during  the  time  that  he  preached,  and  the  al- 
coran  makes  mention  of  the  water  that  boiled  in  Noah’s 
pot,  which  are  convincing  arguments  that  he  went  not 
out  of  his  own  country,  unlefs  we  will  fuppofe  he  carried 
the  ark  and  his  pot  along  with  him,  one  of  which  is  im- 
poffible,  the  other  ridiculous,  and  both  of  them  full  of  ab- 
furdities. 

Add  to  this,  that  it  was  impoflible  for  Noah  and  his 
three  fons  to  build  an  ark  fo  big  as  to  contain  all  the  fpe- 
cies  of  clean  beafts  and  birds  by  fourteens,  and  the  un¬ 
clean  by  fours,  and  to  have  room  enough  to  lay  up  pro- 
vifion  fufficient  to  nourifh  his  family,  with  fuch  an  infinite 
number  of  living  creatures,  fome  of  which  would  multi¬ 
ply  upon  him  every  moon,  others  in  a  little  more  time, 
and  all  of  them  within  'the  year  that  they  were  confined 
to  the  ark,  for  fo  long  did  the  flood  laft. 

It  is  evident  then  that  it  was  but  a  particular  deluge, 
and  that  the  ark  was  made  only  large  enough  to  contain 
the  fpecies  of  beafts  and  birds  peculiar  to  that  country  ; 
for  if  it  were  otherwife,  another  difficulty  will  ftart,  how 
all  the  innumerable  kinds  of  beafts  could  tranfport  them- 
felves  from  the  iflands  and  remote  regions  to  the  ark,  and 
from  thence  back  again  to  the  places  from  whence  they 
came,  after  the  flood  was  abated  and  dried  up  ? 

A  great  deal  more  might  be  faid  ;  but  this  is  fufficient 
to  render  it  very  probable,  if  not  to  demonftrate,  that 
this  was  no  more  than  a  particular  deluge,  by  which  God 
was  refolved  tto  exterminate  the  infidels  out  of  that  land, 
even  as  he  has  inflicted  judgments  as  terrible  on  other  na- 
tions,  deftroying  them  by  lightning,  or  vehement  winds, 
or  by  armies  of  wild  beafts,  as  the  alcoran  often  intimates: 
Other  hiftories  fpeak  of  whole  cities  in  Afric,  with  all 
tbeir  inhabitants,  turned  into  ftone  in  one  night’s  time. 
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as  a  puniihment  of  their  wallowing  in  that  vice,  whofe 
very  imagination  creates  a.  horror  in  chalte  fouls. 

Suppofing  therefore  that  only  Armenia,  or  the  adja¬ 
cent  countries,  were  overvyhelmed  in  this  deluge,  it  will 
be  eafy  to  fugged;  that  the  other  nations,  fuch  as  Egypt, 
China,  and  the  Indies,  might  retain  their  chronologies 
uncorrupt  from  their  original  fource  of  time. 

It  is  of  great  importance  to  true  hiftory  that  this  point 
fhould  be  thoroughly  examined, '  and  the  extent  of  the 
flood  adjufted  ;  for  if  it  could  be  apparently  made  out 
that  Noah’s  flood  was  but  fuch  another  as  thofe  of  Ogy- 
ges  and  Deucalion,  all  the  mills  which  darken  antiquity 
would  vanifh,  the  whole  firmament  of  chronology  would 
become  clear  and  ferene,  and  we  fhould  walk  in  the  light 
of  the  primitive  ages,  without  being  dazzled  or  forced  ta 
wink. 

Methinks  I  behold  this  light  glimmering  from  afar  like 
Aurora,  the  cheerful  harbinger  of  approaching  day;  me¬ 
thinks  I  fee  the  fplendour  of  hiflorical  truth  rifing  from 
the  Orient,  and  gilding  the  tops  of  thofe  mountains,  which 
the  ignorance  and  fuperftition  of  fome,  the  pride  and  am¬ 
bition:  of  others,  have,  railed  to  hinder  our  profpecl  of  the 
far-extended  ages  of  the  primitive  world  ;  and  without 
rapture  or  hyperbole,  I  dare  be  bold  to  prefage,  that  a 
little  more  knowledge  in  the  Indian  language  and  hifto- 
ries  will  bring  thofe  things  to  light  which  have  been  hid 
for  many  thoufands  of  years  from  the  greateft  part  of 
mankind. 

Go  on  then,  thou  facred  patron  of  hiftory,  go  on  to 
encourage  this  unparalleled  work;  fend  meffcngers  to  the 
Indies,  men  of  learning  and  prudence;  let  them  court  the 
bramins  with  the  prcmifes  of  ineftimable  rewards  ;  let 
them  try  to  win  thofe  renowned  philofophers  to  come  with 
their  books  to  the  fandluary  of  the  world,  that  fo  this  u- 
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niverfal  hiftory  may  tranfcend  all  that  have  been  written 
before  it,  and  that  the  proud  contemners  of  the  mufful- 
mans  may  have  this  proverb  common  among  themfelves, 
when  they  would  affert  any  thing  ferioufly,  to  fay,  It  is 
as  true  as  an  oracle,  or  as  the  chronology  of  thofe  who 
believe  the  alcoran.  Great  light  of  the  faithful,  adieu. 

Paris,  14th  of  the  12th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1681. 


XIII. — To  Cara  Hali,  Phyficidn  in  ordinary  to  the 
Grand  Signior. 

X  am  now-artived  to  a  great  age,  and  have  rubbed  through 
many  fatigues  in  my  lifetime  ;  I  have  flood  the  brunt  of 
a  thoufand  perils,  and  undergone  much  hardfhip  ;  pains 
and  afflictions  have  invaded  me  in  body  and  foul;  labour, 
perfecution,  and  grief,  have  been  the  portion  of  my  paft 
years  ;  now  I  would  fain  live  at  eafe  if  it  were  pofiible. 

Therefore  I  have  recourfe  to  thee,  my  old  friend,  who 
haft  often  afforded  me  thy  counfel  in  time  of  need ;  I  do 
not  addrefs  for  fafhion-fake,  or  to  difeover  the  vaft  efteem 
I  have  for  a  phyfician,  whole  fkilful  preferiptions  have  fo 
often  faved  my  life  :  No,  no,  I  am  really  in  want  of  thy 
aid,  and  no  man  but  thyfelf  can  cure  me. 

It  is  not  eafy  for  me  to  define  my  diftemper,  fince  it  is 
heterogeneous,  and  complicated  of  many  different  mala¬ 
dies  ;  however,  it  is  fit  that  thou  fhouldeft  be  informed 
of  the  particular  fymptoms,  and  the  caufes,  as  far  as  I  can 
guefs  at  them,  and  I  can  do  r,o  lefs  than  make  t'nee  in 
part  my  confeffor. 

Methinks  1  feel  the  reverfion  of  my  youthful  vanities 
inherit  the  entail  of  my  paft  pleafurcs,  which  is  certainly 
nothing  but  pain  and  torment  ;  thofe  agonies  which  I 
laughed  at  in  other  men  are  now  fallen  to  my  own  {hare; 
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tne  comedies  c:  my  greener  rears  are  become  the  feoflble 
tragedies  of  my  vreatr.er-beaiea  age. 

Whilit  I  iweat,  frown,  and  make  a  thoufand  grimaces 
at  the  anguish  given  me  by  the  gout,  ft  one,  ftrangury, 
cholic,  cramp,  and  other  acute  diieales,  which  excruciate 
me  by  turns,  I  think  the  divine  Nemeris  has  appointed 
fome  devu  tor  an  inquiutor  ana  tormentor  of  everv  bone, 
vein,  artery,  nerve,  rr.ufcle,  and  gut  in  my  body  :  Surely 
I  am  laid  in  the  frit  pickle  of  nature’s  wrath ;  I  wifh.  it 
may  be  the  lair,  for  I  do  not  in  the  leaft  ccvet  her  ill-will. 

Then  I  have  my  fncceffive  intervals  of  dropfies,  afth* 
mas,  dyi'enteries,  fevers,  confumptions,  and  God  knows 
how  many  mere  fpecies  of  ficknefs ;  yet  fometimes  I  am 
as  feemingly  well  b  health  as  Morogli  Zodiftan,  the  old 
aga,  that  lived  juft  hr  the  obelifk  in  tne  Hippodrome,  who 
ran  away  from  his  father  in  his  youth,  and  ferved  feven- 
teen  years  in  the  wars  of  Pertia,  lived  trill  he  was  eighty- 
nine  years  old,  yet  never  was  let  blood,  took  phytic,  or 
was  Sck  in  all  his  life. 

I  proteft  it  is  hard  for  me  to  guefs  at  my  own  cocii;- 
tutioo,  or  to  Bad  out  the  original  of  thoie  difterent’habita 
in  my  body  ;  vet  I  have  a  feeling  fenfe  oi  that  myfelf, 
which  I  cannot  enprefs  to  another. 

Sometimes  I  think  there  it  fome  native  ar.h  rau.cr.1  ve¬ 
nom  in  my  bed-,  derived  from  the  i  tiuencecr  malignant 
ftars,  that  had  the  dominion  at  my  birth,  though  bow  cr 
whv  it  fhould  he  fo  I  am  altogether  ignorant  :  ceit.tir 
can  ar.v  aftrologer,  with  all  his  fchemes  z~\  heavenly  5- 
gurer,  convince  roe  which  cf  the  con ’.tell  at  ions  or  plane* t 
aid  me  the  fatal  injure  •  I  ge  e  no  credit  to  taeir  anti¬ 
quated  tales  c:  trbes,  conjunctions,  oppof:t:or-s,  cuartHes, 
and  the  reft  cf  their  Egyptian  jargon;  I  believe  there, 
may  be  I&methbg  true  arc  iucrcc  at  tr.e  bottom  ot  att.ro- 
Icgw,  but  it  is  covered  with  a  herp  jf  rv.bh  .  rales,  e;  ■ 


Book  IV. 


A  SPY  AX  PARIS. 


237 


obfcrvations;  and  they  that  take  moft  pains,  dig  deeped, 
and  make  the  narrowed  fearch  into  the  ruins  of  that  no¬ 
ble  fcience,  fliall  for  one  genuine  pearl  find  a  thoufand 
counterfeits,  for  one  truth  a  thoufand  errors.  It  fares 
with  aftrology  as  it  does  with  religion,  which  is  canton- 
ifed  into  innumerable  fefis  and  factions,  each  pofitively 
afferting  thafc  they  have  the  only  incorrupt  laws  of  God, 
whereas,  if  you  make  a  ftrieft  ferutiny,  you  fliall  find  very 
little-  fincere  piety,  but  abundance  of  profanenefs,  hypo- 
crify,  and  fuperftition. 

Well,  let  it  be  how  it  will,  whether  the  ftars  have  any 
hand  in  the  plot  of  human  events  or  no,  whether  Saturn 
or  Mars  be  malevolent  or  benign  planets,  ft  matters  not 
much ;  no  more  does  it  to  hear  whsft  they  prate  of  all  the 
various  afpe&s  and  configurations  of  the  other  ftars:  This 
I  am  fure  of,  that  I  endure  a  great  many  pains,  which, 
let  them  be  derived  from  above  or  below,,  are  very  trou- 
blefome. 

It  is  poffible  that  all  or  moft  diftempers  which  afflifl 
human  bodies,  in  fo  many  different  kinds,  may  be  but  the 
effefts  of  one  original  indifpofition,  or  artarry,  in  our  ani¬ 
mal  fpirits,  or  fome  hereditary  contagion  hr  our  blood, 
or  feminal  pefts  in  our  humours,  which,  Proteusdike,  ap-' 
pears  in  different  forms  ,  mafquerading  it  up  and  down 
our  bodies,  in  the  dilguife  of  fevers,  agues,  phthyfics, 
coughs,  confumptions,  rheumatifms,  pleurifies,  and  a  thou¬ 
fand  more  ;  or  perhaps  our  vitals  are  not  found  ;  fome 
fall  or  knock,  or  other  accident  in  our  infancy,  might  put 
11s  out  of  frame,  or  the  debaucheries  of  youth  may  leave 
their  fting  behind  them,  to  chaftife  our  riper  years,  and 
teach  us  wifdom  before  it  is  too  late. 

I  tell  thee  in  ftiort,  all  my  maladies,  as  I  conjecture, 
owe  their  original  to  an  ill-tempered  fpleen  and  vitiated 
hypochondria.  This,  as  I  faid  before,  I  can  eafily  feel 
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within  myfelf,  but  can  hardly  exprefs  the  manner  how  it 
comes  to  pafs.  with  that  accuracy  as  is  requisite  to  make 
another  fenl'ible  of  it ;  only,  in  general  terms,  I  fuppofe 
it  has  made  me  extremely  melancholy  at  fome  times,  and 
as  exceffively  merry  and  frolicfome  at  others,  both  which 
paffions,  thou  knoweft,  have  an  ill  influence  on  the  heart, 
midriff,  pericardium,  liver,  and  lungs.  This  I  have  found 
by  frequent  and  long  experience,  though  I  will  not  un¬ 
dertake  to  deferibe  the  mechanic  operation  of  thefe  con¬ 
tiguous  vitals  one  upon  another,  efpecially  to  thee,  who 
art  the  moil  accompliftted  -and  curious  anatomift  of  this 
age  ;  fuffice  it  to  fay,  that  I  have  perceived  within  my- 
fclf  the  violent  and  forcible  contraction  or  dilatation,  heat¬ 
ing  or  cooling  of  any  of  thefe  interior  principal  parts,  to 
be  very  pernicious  to  my  health,  having  an  immediate  in¬ 
flux  on  all  the  reft,  and  fo  on  the  blood,  wherein  is  con¬ 
tained  the  very  effence  of  this  mortal  life. 

hly  dear  phyfician,  our  bodies  are  perfect  machines, 
and  fubject  to  the  like  mjfchances  ;  if  but  a  ftraw,  a  pin, 
or  any  fuch  diminutive  trifle,  get  between  the  wheels  of 
a  watch,  it  is  prefently  difordered  in  its  motion ;  the  whole 
frame  of  the  artificial  mechanifm  is  either  at  a  Hand,  or 
goes  too  flow  or  fait,  or  at  leaft  very  unevenly  ;  fo  the 
fin  alien:  irregular  paflion  in  any  cf  the  chief  members  o: 
our  bodies  difturbs  and  violates  the  peace  of  all  the  reft ; 
it  fpoils  their  harmony,  and  makes  them  jar,  juft  like  a 
viol,  when  fome  blundering  hand  lias-new-  turned  the  pegs, 
after  a  fulfill  mufician  had  put  the  inftrument  in  tune. 

Befides,  there  is  a  ftrange  chain  of  confequences  with¬ 
out  ;  our  paffions  hurt  not  ourfelves  only,  but  others,  and 
we  receive  again  the  revenge  of  the  damage  we  give,  for 
there  is  an  eternal  circulation  of  juftice  in  the  world:  The 
whole  univerfe  is  but  a  piece  of  clock-work,  where  one 
motion  begets  another  to  infinity,  and  one  ftop  in  the 
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meaneft  wheel  would  put  all  the  reft  to  an  equal  ftand. 
We  mortals  are  parts  of  this  grand  mechanifm,  and  have 
our  particular  (hares  in  the  difafters  that  happen  to  the 
whole  ;  I,  for  my  part,  by  many  cafual  jolts  of  misfor¬ 
tune,  the  defigned  bruifes  of  enemies,  and  the  corroding 
teeth  of  time,  am  almoft  worn  out ;  if  thou  wilt  by  thy 
(kill  reftore  me  again,  and  put  me  in  frame,  the  praife  will 
be  thy  own;  otherwife,  the  Firft  Artift  muft  even  take 
me  to  pieces,  diffolve  this  ufelefs  rnafs,  and  when  I  am 
thus  reduced  to  my  original  element,  he  may  new-mould 
my  dudtile  fubftance,  and  hammer  it  to  what  fafhion  and 
end  he  pleafes. 

Only  I  beg  of  him  rather  to  make  me  any  four-footed 
bead  than  a  Spaniard,  a  Dutchman,  or  a  Jew,  among 
men  ;  for  thefe  are  the  fcandals  of  human  race. 

Paris,  2d  of  the  3d  Moon,  of  the  Year  1682. 


XIV. — To  Abdel  M'elf.c  Muli  Omar,  P  reft  dent  of 
the  College  of  Sciences  at  Ft  z. 

X  have  had  to  do  lately  with  men  pretending  to  aftrolo- 
gy,  perfons  of  many  words,  and  oftentatious  expreffions, 
but  of  little  fenfe,  and  lefs  knowledge,  even  in  the  very 
fcience  they  boaft  of.  I  can  compare  them  to  none  more 
properly,  than  to  thofe  travellers  who  vifit  foreign  coun, 
tries  that  they  may  come  home  laden  with  romances  and 
fables,  with  trifling  remarks,  and  jejune  obfervations,  to 
make  a  crackling  noife  among  the  vulgar ;  whilft  wife 
men  laugh  at  their  folly,  in  that,  after  all  their  extrava¬ 
gant  rambles  abroad,  they  are  not  able  to  give  a  rational 
account  of  any  thing  to  the  purpofe,  and  are  perfectly 
ftrangers  to  the  place  of  their  own  nativity ;  fo  thefe  pre¬ 
tended  ftar-gazers,  whilft  they  boaft  of  being  familiarly 
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acquainted  with  all  the  regions  of  the  iky,  can  draw  maps, 
charts,  and  figures  of  the  remote  heavens,  delineate  the 
houfes  of  the  zodiac,  the  courfe  of  the  figns,  the  govern¬ 
ments,  laws,  and  influences  of  the  planets  and  couftella- 
tions,  are  ignorant  of  their  own  domeftic  region,  this 
globe  whereon  they  dwell ;  they  know  not  the  things 
with  which  they  are  dailv  converfant,  much  lefs  can  thev 
penetrate  into  the  fecrets  of  the  earth,  or  difeover  the 
tilings  that  are'uiider  their  feet. 

Wherefore,  turning  my  back  on  thefe  vain  fcholiafts,  I 
approach  with  reverence  to  thee,  who  art  accomplifhed  in 
the  myfleries  of  thofe  worlds  above  and  this  below ;  I 
have  two  difficulties  upon  my  mind,  which  I  befeech  thee 
to  folve  ;  the  find  is  concerning  the  original  of  the  blacks- 
or  negroes ;  the  other  about  the  flux  and  reflux  of  the  fea. 

I  was  in  company  not  long  ago  with  an  eminent  phy- 
fician  cf  Paris,  a  perfon  of  great  abilities,  a  fearching  fpi- 
rit,  and  very  curious  in  his  natural  obfervations  ;  among 
other  fubjecis  which  we  difeourfed  of,  we  fell  at  length 
upon  the  grand  divifion  of  mankind  into  blacks  and  whites, 
which  carried  us  fo  far,  as  to  inquire  into  the  caufes  of 
this  difference  in  their  colour,  whether  it  proceeded  from 
the  various  heat  and  influence  of  the  fun,  or  from  the  di- 
verfe  qualities  of  the  climates  wherein  they  live,  or,  final¬ 
ly,  from  fome  fpecific  properties  in  themfelves,  in  the  na¬ 
tural  frame  and  conftitution  of  their  bodies. 

He  was  of  opinion,  that  if  Adam  were  white,  all  his 
children  muft  be  fo  too  ;  if  black,  all  his  pofterity  muff 
be  of  the  fame  colour  ;  therefore,  by  cocfequence,  either 
the  blacks  or  the  whites  are  not  the  defeendants  of  Adam. 
This  he  endeavoured  to  prove  by  many  plaufible  argu¬ 
ments  ;  but  he  infilled  chiefly  on  one  experiment  he  had 
feen  made,  when  prefent  at  the  diffection  of  a  dead  negro ; 
for  he  affirmed,  that  between  the  outward  and  inward  Ikin 
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of  the  corpfe,  was  found  a  kind  of  vafcular  plexus,  fpread 
over  the  whole  body  like  a  web  or  net,  which  was  filled 
with  a  juice  as  black  as  ink,  from  whence  he  concluded 
the  outward  flcin  received  its  tin&ure ;  and  in  regard 
there  is  no  fuch  web  or  net  to  be  found  under  the  flcin  of 
a  white  man,  it  ferved  to  him  as  an  argument  that  they 
were  two  different  fpecies  or  races  of  men  from  the  very 
firft  original  of  mortals ;  nature  having  given  the  one 
kind  an  inward  as  well  as  an  outward  chara&eriftic  to  dif- 
tinguifh  them  from  the  other  in  this  diverfe  organifation 
of  their  bodies. 

I  muft  confefs  it  has  been  my  opinion  a  long  time,  that 
the  negroes  or  blacks  owe  their  colour  to  a  far  higher 
and  more  ancient  original  than  to  the  curfe  which  Noah 
pronounced  on  Cham  and  all  his  pofterity,  as  is  com¬ 
monly  believed  ;  and  I  could  even  grant  them  to  be  a 
different  race  from  that  of  Adam;  for  it  is  no  new  thing 
with  me  to  conceive  that  mankind  had  a  different  original 
from  that  which  is  recorded  in  the  book  that  goes  under 
Mofes’s  name;  and  I  dare  be  bold  to  fay,  that  that  book 
of  Genefis  was  either  not  penned  by  Mofes,  or  if  it  were, 
that  it  has  been  much  corrupted  in  after  times,  and  that 
at  prefent  there  is  not  any  known  true  copy  of  it  in  the 
world  ;  for  how  can  we  father  fo  many  incongruities  as 
are  to  be  found  in  that  book  on  the  holy  prophet  ?  Or, 
if  he  were  really  the  author  of  fuch  contradictions  and  ab- 
furdities,  how  can  we  believe  him  without  forfeiting  our 
fenfe  ?  God  gave  us  our  reafon  to  be  a  lamp  and  a  prop, 
to  light  and  fupport  11s  as  we  walk  through  the  dark  and 
uncertain  wildernefs  of  this  mortal  life,  not  as  an  ignis 
fatuus ,  to  mifguide  us,  or  a  reed  of  Egypt  which  deceives 
him  that  leans  on  it,  and  caufes  him  to  fall;  he  has  fquar- 
cd  our  faculties  to  the  works  of  eternity;  our  native  ideas 
of  things  are  exa<ft  and  true,  till  adulterated  by  the  falfe 
Vol.  VIII. 
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ftrokes  of  education,  fuperftition,  and  foreign  error:  Thus, 
in  my  infancy,  I  remember  I  could  not  conceive  any  li¬ 
mits  to  the  extent  offpace,  nor  any  beginning  to  the  age 
of-the  world  ;  and  I  have  retained  the  fame  notion  of  in¬ 
finite  and  eternal  matter  ever  fince,  even  to  thefe  grey 
hairs  ;  fo,  of  the  original  of  mankind  I  believe  not  the 
narrow  and  partial  genealogies  of  the  Jews,  who  only 
ft  rove  to  exalt  themfelves  and  their  own  lineage  above  ail 
the  nations  on  earth  befides. 

For  ought  I  know,  there  were  as  many  original  proto- 
olafts  of  mortals  as  there  are  different  nations,  fpeaking 
various  radical  and  material  languages,  obeying  feveral 
forms  of  government,  and  pra&ifing  diftindt  maxims  and 
principles;  or,  it  is  poffible  the  Eaft  produced  one  fort  of 
men,  the  Weft  another ;  whilft  the  North  and  the  South 
brought  forth  an  equal  variety.  Who  knows  the  force  of 
the-  conftellations  and  heavens  above,  or  the  hidden  vir¬ 
tues  which  exhale  from  the  depths  below  ?  Thefe  may 
differ  as  the  climates  do  ;  and  the  firft  ingredients  of  the 
earth  might  all  be  marked  with  the  various  affections,  paf- 
fions,  and  difpofitions  of  her  then  common  parent ;  even 
as  children  are  now-a-dayS  ftigmatifed  with  the  luft  of  a 
teeming  mother. 

O  that  it  were  poffible  with  Thefeus  to  defcend  into 
the  howels  of  this  globe,  and  come  up  alive  and  fafe  again  ! 
that  we  might  dive  into  the  abyffes  below,  and  vifit  the 
caverns  of  perpetual  darknefs!  that  we  might  creep  along 
by  the  roots  of  the  ancient  mountains,  or  through  the 
channels  of  mines  a  thoufand  miles  beneath  the  furface  ! 
There  would  I  feek  for  the  fountains  of  hidden  waters, 
tvhich  run  to  and  fro  in  the  veins  of  the  earth  ;  I  would 
find  out  the  fubterranean  feas,  lakes,  and  rivers,  which 
feed  our  upper  ocean  with  its  briny  floods ;  and  perhaps, 
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there  I  fhould  difcover  the  true  caufe  of  the  flux  and  re¬ 
flux  of  the  fea,  which  lias  fo  puzzled  all  philofophy. 

Tell  me,  thou  fage  of  fages,  can  all  the  fountains,  ri¬ 
vulets,  mighty  channels,  lakes,  and  feas,  which  we  fee  on 
the  fuperficies,  be  conftantly  fupplied  only  by  {flowers 
from  heaven,  which  in  fomc  places  fall  very  fparingly,  or 
not  at  all  ?  Could  the  cortflant  regular  tides  and  ebbs  be 
ftill  maintained  by  the  uncertain  fickle  rains  and  fnows  ? 
Or  is  there  not  an  eternal  circulation  of  waters  through 
the  various  hollownelfes  of  the  earth  ? 

In  a  mine  at  Bern  in  Swifferland,  about  230  years  ago, 
there  was  found  a  whole  {hip  50  fathom  deep,  with  all  its 
tackle,  and  the  dead  bodies  of  many  feamen :  I  alk,  How 
that  fhip  came  there  ? 

Who  can  give  me  an  account  of  the  many  whirlpools, 
voragos,  and  Charybdifes  there  are  in  diverfe  feas  ?  There 
is  one  on  the  north  of  the  world,  not  far  from  Mufcovy, 
forty  miles  in  compafs,  which  when  the  tide  comes  in, 
fwallows  up  all  the  fea  w'ith  an  infupportable  noife,  above 
that  of  thunder,  writh  {hips,  fifh,  and  whatfoever  elfe  comes 
within  that  fatal  ftream  ;  then  at  the  ebb  it  throws  them 
up  again  with  equal  fury.  Doubtlefs,  there  are  innumer¬ 
able  filch  devouring  jaws  of  the  earth  under  the  various 
bottoms  of  the  fea  ;  and  I  will  never  trouble  myfelf  any 
farther  for  the  folution  of  this  grand  fcruple,  which  coft 
the  Stagyrite  his  life. 

Venerable  fage,  tell  me  thy  opinion  of  thefe  things  ; 
for  I  could  bring  inftances  enough  to  write  a  volume  on 
this  fubjedl  ;  but  I  am  brief  with  thee  who  canft  not  im¬ 
prove  by  any  thing  I  can  fay,  who  write  this  as  one  that 
begs  infiruftion,  and  not  to  teach  or  inform  an  oracle. 

Paris,  20th  of  the  5th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1682. 
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XV. — To  the  Kaimacham. 

]Hl ere  is  a  race  of  infidels  newly  {farted  in  France,  who, 
if  they  be  let  alone,  may,  for  ought  I  know,  in  time  de¬ 
populate  not  only  this  kingdom,  but  the  whole  earth  ;  a 
fociety  of  mifereants,  forcerers,  magicians,  witches,  and  I 
knorv  not  what ;  they  fecretly  fteal  children  away  from 
their  parents,  and  offer  them  in  facrifice  to  demons;  their 
blood  they  fave  to  compound  horrible  poifons  and  exe¬ 
crable  enchantments.  The  bread  of  Paris  and  other  ci¬ 
ties  is  become  like  the  fruit  of  the  tree  Zacon,  which  o- 
verfhadows  the  centre  of  hell,  full  of  deadly  venom  ;  the 
fountains  of  once  living  and  refrefhing  waters  are  now 
tainted  with  the  contagion  of  Styx,  Phlegethon,  and  Co- 
cytus;  there  is  no  fafety  in  eating  or  drinking;  men  choofe 
to  periih  by  hunger  or  thirft,  rather  than  take  the  very 
fruits  of  the  earth  ;  they  undergo  a  voluntary  famine  in 
the  midft  of  infinite  plenty  ;  and  whilft  there  is  an  afflu¬ 
ence  of  all  things  which  ufe  to  fupport  our  mortal  life, 
people  complain  of  fcarcity,  and  die  for  want  of  whole- 
lorn  e  food. 

In  the  mean  while,  nobody  can  tell  the  meaning  of  it: 
but  a  diligent  inquiry  is  made :  Some  are  arrefted  on  fuf- 
pieion,  others  are  convicled  by  undeniable  evidence,  yet 
will  confefs  nothing  ;  they  prove  them  guilty  in  matter 
of  faft,  and  put  them  to  more  than  the  common  tortures, 
but  can  extort  not  a  fyllable  from  them,  which  fhall  dif- 
cover  their  accomplices,  or  reveal  the  bottom  fecret  of 
this  nefandous  practice. 

Arife!  arife!  arife!  Medea,  Circe,  ./Efculapius,  or  fome 
other  powers  more  expert  in  nature’s  hidden  force!  Arife, 
I  fay,  and  prop  the  fainting  relics  of  human  race.  New 
deaths  invade  the  world,  men  fpeak,  feem  flout,  they 
walk  the  ftreets,  are  merry,  brifk,  and  gay ;  and  yet  in 
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the  height  of  laughter,  down  they  drop  and  die.  This 
is  very  ltrange  ;  but  more  fo  it  is,  that  even  after  death, 
when  they  are  cold,  their  chops  remain  Hill  diftorted  in 
the  fame  comical  figure,  not  much  unlike  the  ftatue  of 
the  fatyr  which  Hands  behind  the  gate  of  the  women’s 
apartments  in  the  feraglio. 

I  have  indeed  read  of  a  fruit,  which  whofoever  takes, 
will  die  laughing;  and  of  the  torpedo,  which  if  any  man 
touch,  though  with  a  Haff  or  pole  in  his  hand,  immedi¬ 
ately  it  benumbs  him,  and  takes  away  his  fenfe  of  feeling : 
But  I  always  afcribed  thefe  ftories  to  the  romantic  hu. 
mour  of  Pliny,  or  at  leak  of  thole  from  whom  he  collcdt- 
ed  the  pleafant  paragraphs  of  his  natural  hikory  ;  but 
now  I  am  convinced  that  is  poflible  thefe  things  may  be 
true. 

In  a  word,  I  tell  thee  plainly,  that  were  it  not  for  ho- 
nek  Eliachim  the  Jew,  poor  Mahmutmuk  karve  himfelf; 
for  I  would  rather  die  weeping  and  familhing,  deploring 
and  lamenting  the  miferies  of  human  life,  than  pafs  to 
Orcus  in  an  artificial  good  humour  only  framed  by  the 
force  of  poifons  and  charms.  But  Eliachim  and  all  the 
Jews  are  fingular  in  their  diet ;  they  take  care  not  to  be 
polluted  by  abominable  infidels ;  they  will  not  eat  the 
bread  of  the  Chrikians,  nor  take  of  their  flelh  ;  the  law 
of  Mofes  forbids  it,  and  they  are  very  curious  in  obferving 
it  ;  they  have  their  corn-merchants,  millers,  bakers,  but¬ 
chers,  poulterers,  and  fifhmonger6,  by  themfelves,  their 
fruiterers  alfo,  and  fuch  as  ferve  them  with  waLer,  wine, 
or  any  other  beverage  ;  they  wfill  not  tafily  be  cheated  of, 
their  lives,  through  the  complaifance  of  what  they  call 
good  nature;  neither  French  nor. Dutch,  Italians  nor 
Spaniards,  {hall  impofe  upon  them  ;  they  eat  and  drink 
more  nicely  (I  fpeak  of  the  better  fort)  than  the  infidel 
kings  of  the  earth. 
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Herein  lies  my  fafety  amidft  the  common  danger ;  I 
never  eat  or  drink,  of  late,  but  at  Eliachim’s  houfe  ;  for 
I  dare  not  ;  fo  well-grounded  are  the  fears  of  poifon  in 
the  fociety  of  Nazarenes  at  this  time  in  Paris. 

By  the  God  of  my  fathers,  and  my  God,  I  would 
not  willingly  go  down  to  the  fhades  in  a  vehicle  of  ata- 
mala,  xerim,  or  any  other  fubtle  eaftern  opiate ;  I  would 
rather  fairly  Hand  the  fate  of  a  bullet,  dagger,  fword,  or 
any  thing  that  with  candour  threatens  us  above-board  ; 
but  to  be  fneakingly  undermined,  circumvented,  See.  goes 
again!!  the  grain,  by  the  wounds  of  Mahomet,  which  he 
received  before  the  holy  flight. 

O  Ali,  Ali!  this  oath  brings  thy  fame  to  my  remem¬ 
brance.  Who  durft  ftand  again!!  the  fword  of  Ali  when 
he  was  in  his  wrath  ?  Ali,  the  true  fucceffor  of  the  pro¬ 
phet  ! 

Do  not  take  me  for  a  kyfiibafchi,  heretic,  infidel,  See. 
for  I  am  of  an  untainted  race,  a  true  believer,  a  muflulman 
in  all  fenfes ;  but  I  hate  fanaticifm  and  fadlious  bigotry: 
Though  we  hate  the  Perfians,  and  purfue  them  as  incor¬ 
rigible  heretics,  may  we  not  love  and  honour  the  caliph 
whom  they  follow  ?  So  we  are  profefled  enemies  to  the 
Chriftians,  and  yet  we  reverence  Jefus  the  fon  of  Mary, 
the  Chriftians  Meffias. 

But  to  return  to  the  French  ;  the  king  has  eredled  a 
kind  of  inqaifition-  court,  which  is  called  the  Chamber  of 
Poifons :  Here  all  perfons  fufpedled  of  thefe  diabolical 
practices  are  examined,  and  put  to  the  torture  ;  alfo,  mil¬ 
lers,  bakers,  butchers,  fruiterers,  vintners,  and  other  trades, 
which  fell  any  thing  to  eat  or  drink,  are  fworn  in  this 
chamber,  and  undergo  a  fevere  ferutiny  ;  fo  do  ail  phyli- 
cians,  druggifts,  and  apothecaries.  Edidts  are  daily  pub- 
lifhed,  whereby  “  all  perfons  pretending  to  a  fpirit  oi  di¬ 
vination,  &c.  are  commanded  forthwith  to  depart  the 


Book  IV. 


A  SPY  AT  PARIS. 


1 47 


kingdom  under  the  penalty  of  death. ”  It  is  ordered  alfo, 
“  That  whofoever  has  abufed  any  fentence  of  the  written 
law,  in  making  of  enchantments,  fpells,  charms,  or  any 
thing  befide  or  beyond  the  force  of  nature,  lhall  be  fe- 
verely  punifhed.”  The  fame  edidt  forbids  “  all  ufe  of 
poifons,  unlefs  they  be  fuch  as  are  ingredients  of  whole  - 
fome  medicines,  and  help  to  compound  thofe  phyfical  pre¬ 
parations  which  are  neceffary  to  conferve  the  life  of  men ; 
and  that  even  thefe  (hall  not  be  fold  to  any  perfon  what- 
foever,  but  only  to  thofe  who  by  their  art  and  profeffion 
are  obliged  to  make  ufe  of  them.”  Abundance  of  care 
is  taken  both  by  the  ftate  and  the  church,  by  public  ma- 
giftrates  and  private  perfons,  to  difeover  the  authors  of 
thefe  inhuman  tragedies,  and  to  prevent  the  like  for  the 
future  ;  every  man’s  eye  is  upon  his  neighbour,  and  they 
of  the  fame  houfe  are  jealous  one  of  another  ;  the  father 
fufpefts  and  narrowly  watches  the  motions  of  his  fon,  and 
the  mother  will  not  truft  the  daughter  of  her  delight  ; 
children  are  wary  of  their  parents,  and  one  brother  or 
filter  dares  not  eat  or  drink  any  thing  prepared  by  ano¬ 
ther  ;  neither  the  ties,  nor  even  the  facred  bonds  of  friend- 
Ihip  itfelf,  are  fufficient  to  conquer  men’s  fears  and  ap- 
prehenfions  of  being  poifoned. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  inhabitants  of  Algiers  have  felt 
a  terrible  blow  from  the  French  arms  ;  for  the  King  of 
France  having  received  foine  affront  from  thefe  corfaiis, 
gave  orders  to  the  Sieur  de  Q^uefne,  lieutenant-general  of 
his  naval  forces,  to  go  and  bombard  their  city  ;  which 
was  performed  accordingly,  in  the  beginning  of  the  9th 
moon  ;  and  that  bold  warrior  threw  fo  many  bombs  into 
the  town,  that  he  ruined  a  confiderable  part  of  it,  over¬ 
threw  the  principal  mofque,  and  killed  many  thoufands 
of  men  ;  which  obliged  the  Algerines  to  become  humble 
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fupplicants'  for  peace  ;  and  it  was  granted  them  on  cer¬ 
tain  conditions,  advantageous  enough  for  France. 

This  monarch  is  wholly  addicted  to  war,  in  which  alfo 
he  is  no  lefs  expert  than  he  is  in  matters  of  hate  ;  and  he 
loves  te  fee  his  fubjetts  follow  his  example.  To  this  end 
lie  has  lately  eftablilhed  two  feminaries,  one  in  the  citadel 
of  Tournay,  the  other  in  that  of  Metz,  where  a  certain 
number  of  cadets  or  younger  brothers,  who  can  prove 
themfclves  defcended  of  noble  blood,  are  educated  at  the 
king’s  charge,  and  taught  the  method  and  art  of  fortifi¬ 
cations,  with  other  exercifes  of  military  difcipline. 

This  is  a  great  encouragement  to  the  young  gentry  and 
nobles,  and  fills  them  with  glorious  emulations,  every  one 
being  ambitious  to  excel  another  in  thefe  heroic  arts;  and 
the  king  will  never  want  for  able  foldiers  to  ferve  him  in 
any  ftation  at  home  or  abroad. 

Illuftrious  kaimacham,  this  is  all  the  news  I  can  at 
prefent  fend  thee.  May  God  protect  thee  and  all  the 
true  faithful  from  the  fly  attempts  of  magicians,  witches, 
and  poifoners.  As  for  me,  I  know  not  how  long.  I  Ihall 
efcape  their  fnares  ;  but  I  will  be  as  cunning  as  I  can. 
Sage  minifter,  adieu. 

Paris,  4th  of  the  7th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1682. 


XVI. — To  Nathan  Ben  Saddi,  a  Jew  at  Vienna. 

I  received  a  difpatch  yefterday,  figned  with  thy  name, 
but  not  written  by  thy  own  hand,  nor  in  thy  accuflomed 
ftyle;  and  yet  there  is  no  mention  made  of  ficknefs,  a  bro¬ 
ken  arm,  or  any  other  misfortune,  which  might  hinder 
thee  from  penning  it  thyfelf,  which  fills  me  with  abun¬ 
dance  of  doubts  and  fcruples.  If  the  palfy,  or  any  other 
difeafe,  has  taken  from  thee  the  ufe  of  thy  limbs,  I  hope 
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it  has  not  deprived  thee  of  thy  reafon ;  that  faculty  would 
have  prompted  thee  to  explain  this  myfterious  way  of  cor- 
refpondence,  by  the  fame  hand  which  wrote  the  letter.  I 
know  not  what  to  think  of  it.  It  was  very  odd  thus  to 
leave  me  in  the  dark ;  and  thou  canft  not  blame  me,  if 
in  this  obfcurity  I  ftumble  upon  fufpicious  thoughts.  I 
am  not  jealous  of  thy  fidelity,  though  fuch  a  conduit  as 
this  would  make  a  man  fear  the  worfl ;  but  I  rather  ap¬ 
prehend  the  effeit  of  thy  credulity  and  negligence.  In  a 
word,  I  am  afraid  left  fome  prying  bufy-body  has  got  a 
glimpfe  of  our  fecret  bufinefs  and  mutual  intelligence, 
and  fo  put  this  trick  upon  me  in  thy  name,  to  fee  what 
anfwer  I  will  make,  which  they  may  think  eafy  to  do,  by 
intercepting  the  letters  which  are  addreffed  to  thee  by 
the  poll ;  to  prevent  which,  I  fend  this  by  a  private  mef- 
fenger.  We  cannot  be  too  cautious  in  fuch  cafes,  where  one 
falfeftep  betrays  all,  and  lays  our  defigns  open  to  the  world. 

I  conjure  thee  to  be  very  plain  and  particular  in  thy 
next;  fatisfy  me  in  all  things;  for  I  am  very  anxious  at 
prefent ;  my  mind  is  full  of  thorns  and  briars  ;  I  fhall  not 
write  to  any  of  the  fublime  minifters,  till  I  have  thy  an¬ 
fwer  by  the  fame  meflenger  I  fend  ;  therefore  difpatch 
him  with  expedition. 

As  to  Count  Tekeli’s  bufinefs,  if  this  information  be 
really  thy  own,  and  not  fent  by  fome  fly  interloper,  I 
like  the  project  well  enough,  and  will  communicate  it  to 
the  grand  vifier,  or  the  kaimacham,  without  taking  no¬ 
tice  of  thy  overfight  in  putting  me  to  this  fright  and  trou¬ 
ble.  The  count  has  a  good  character  among  the  French, 
who  are  no  friends  to  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  or  enemies  to 
the  Grand  Signior.  This  is  certain,  new  fpirits  rnuft  be 
railed  in  room  of  thofe  who  are  taken  away  ;  for  confpi- 
racies  of  this  nature  muft  not  be  given  over  upon  every 
difcouragement.  Care  muft  be  taken,  that  the  Hunga- 
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rian  faction  be  conftantly  fupplied  with  frefh  and  aftive 
heads,  like  the  hydra,  as  fail  as  the  old  ones  are  cut  off; 
and  I  know  not  where  they  could  have  pitched  upon  a 
more  likely  man  than  Count  Tekeli  :  He  comes  of  a 
good  parentage,  and  his  anceilors  were  all  along  patriots, 
and  ilicklers  for  their  country’s  liberties ;  they  ever  op- 
pofed  the  tyrannous  encroachments  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria. 

Carcoa’s  journal  relates  many  remarkable  paifages  of 
the  Tekelis,  whofe  caille,  he  fays,  was  the  ufual  rendez¬ 
vous  of  all  the  malcontent  lords  in  tliofe  parts,  who  were 
weary  of  the  German  yoke ;  there  they'  caballed,  and 
held  their  private  confults,  there  they  hatched  their 
plots  againil  the  emperor.  I  read  this  journal  daily, 
finding  no  fmall  pleafure  in  it,  and  abundance  of  pro¬ 
fit  ;  for  it  contains  fele£t  memoirs  of  diverfe  curious 
tranfadlions  and  events  that  happened  both  in  public  and 
private,  during  his  refidence  at  Vienna  ;  and  I  take  the 
greater  delight  in  reading  him,  becaufe  his  ftyle  is  very 
filort,  yet  comprehenfive  ;  familiar  aifo  and  free,  without 
impertinencies,  or  folecifms;  he  gives  not  one  the  fatigue 
of  dwelling  long  upon  a  period,  to  hammer  out  the  fenfe 
by  attentive  ftudy,  but  he  couches  his  words  like  a  train 
of  gunpowder,  which  is  no  focner  lighted  at  one  end,  but 
in  an  inftant  the  other  catches  the  flame  ;  fo  you  can 
hardly  call  your  eyes  on  three  words  at  the  beginning  of 
a  paragraph  or  lentence  in  Carcoa’s  journal,  but  you  an¬ 
ticipate  his  fcope  in  all  the  reft.  This  argues  a  great  fe- 
renity  of  fpirit  in  the  author,  and  an  elegance  not  to  be 
met  with  but  in  a  mind  void  of  clouds.  Befides,  he  re¬ 
lates  no  trivial  matters,  or  tales  fit  only  for  women  and 
boys,  but  he  treats  altogether  of  weighty  and  important 
affairs,  intrigues  of  date,  remarkable  ftrokes  of  war,  fu'o- 
tle  overtures  of  peace,  which  he  gracefully  intermixes  with 
parallels  of  hiftory*,  with  characters  and  deferiptions  of 
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countries  and  their  inhabitants,  and  finally,  with  philofo- 
phical,  moral,  and  political  remarks,  all  very  agreeable 
and  pleafant. 

Nathan,  I  counfel  thee  to  imitate  his  example,  and  leave 
fome  memorial  behind  thee  of  thy  induftry  arid  virtue. 
To  this  end,  apply  thyfelf  at  fpare  hours  to  reading;  but 
be  fure  ufe  caution  in  the  choice  of  books,  elfe  it  is 
but  time  mifpent ;  be  curious  in  fearching  out  the  moll 
excellent  treafures,  for  vain  and  trifling  fubjefts  are  fit 
only  for  the  fire  ;  have  a  fpecial  regard  to  the  credit  of 
fuch  hiftorians  as  fall  in  your  way  ;  bellow  not  a  moment 
on  thofe  that  are  not  authentic,  left  old  time  call  thee  to 
an  account  for  the  wafte;  then  accuftom  thy  pen  to  make 
epitomes,  abftradls,  and  colleftions  out  of  what  thou  read- 
eft  ;  and  learn  to  be  nice  and  cleanly  in  thy  language ;  a 
fqualid  ftyle  turns  the  ftomach  of  a  reader,  whereas  polite 
exprelfions  whet  his  appetite,  and  caufe  him  to  devour 
whole  volumes  with  a  gull. 

After  all,  I  bid  thee  farewell ;  and  advife  thee  not  to 
negledt  the.  Grand  Signior’s  bufinefs,  but  mind  the  main 
chance. 

Paris,  5th  of  the  8th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1682. 


XVII. — To  the  Kaimacham. 

I  shall  now  acquaint  thee  with  an  accident,  which  ex¬ 
tremely  furprifed  me  when  I  firft  heard  of  it,  and  has  ftill 
left  me  in  eonfufion.  About  feven  weeks  are  palled  fince 
I  received  a  letter,  dated  as  from  Vienna,  which  Nathan 
Ben  Saddi  fubfcribed  ;  but  I  prefently  perceived  it  was 
not  his  own  hand-writing,  which  made  me  very  uneafy 
and  full  of  careful  thoughts  ;  for  it  contained  matters  of 
importance,  fecrets  of  the  Hungarian  league,  with  a  par- 


2  $2  LETTERS  WRITTEN  BY  Vol.  VIII. 

ticular  projedl  relating  to  Count  Tekeli,  a  great  lord  in 
that  country. 

I  confidered,that  if  the  letter  were  written  with  Nathan’s 
knowledge,  and  by  his  order,  he  could  not  be  fo  forget¬ 
ful  as  not  to  bid  the  fcribe,  whoever  he  was,  give  me  an 
account  of  the  reafons  which  hindered  him  from  writing 
to  me  himfelf ;  for  he  muil  needs  imagine  I  Ihould  be 
troubled,  and  in  no  fmall  aftonilhment,  to  find  matters  of 
that  dangerous  confequence  addrefled  to  me  in  an  un¬ 
known  hand,  under  his  name  ;  or  elfe  I  thought  he  took 
me  for  a  man  that  made  no  reflections  on  things.  I  knew 
not  well  what  to  conclude,  amidft  fo  many  probable  un¬ 
certainties. 

However,  I  was  refolved  to  a£l  more  fecurely,  and  with 
greater  caution  on  my  fide,  in  order  to  a  right  informa¬ 
tion  in  this  myftery  ;  wherefore,  not  daring  to  truft  the 
polls,  I  difpatched  away  a  private  courier  to  Vienna,  one 
in  whom  I  can  confide,  with  ample  inftruclions,  and  a 
letter  to  Nathan  Ben  Saddi,  wherein,  among  other  things, 
I  defired  him  to  tell  me  the  meaning  of  this  conduCl. 

My  meffenger  is  honeltly  and  fafely  returned  again  to 
Paris,  but  no  Nathan  Ben  Saddi  to  be  heard  of;  All  the 
account  he  could  learn  of  him  was,  that  about  eight  weeks 
ago  he  went  out  of  his  houfe  with  a  ftranger  who  pre¬ 
tended  bufinefs  with  him  at  the  burfe  or  exchange  ;  but 
neither  he  nor  the  ftranger  have  been  feen  or  heard  of 
fince;  only  they  faid,  that  a  day  or  two  after  Nathan  was 
milling,  there  was  the  dead  body  of  a  man  feen  floating 
in  an  eddy  of  the  Danube, hard  by  the  bridge,  but  the  face 
was  fo  mangled  and  disfigured  with  wounds  and  llalhes, 
that  it  was  impofiible  for  any  to  diftinguiih  or  difcern  who 
it  was ;  yet  Nathan’s  friends  were  apt  to  fufpeCl  it  was 
he  hirnfelf,  and  that  he  had  been  privately  murdered,  and 
afterwards  thrown  into  the  river. 
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This  is  the  fubftance  of  what  my  mdftnger  could  learn 
of  him  ;  and  he  was  forced  to  ufe  abundance  of  caution 
in  inquiring  fo  far;  left  by  being  lefs  referved  he  might 
have  brought  himfelf  into  trouble,  run  the  hazard  of  be¬ 
ing  put  to  the  torture,  and  difcovering  what  I  intruded 
him  with,  befides  other  inconveniencies. 

Praife  be  to  God,  he  efcaped  all  fcrutiny,  and  is  come 
back  fafe  with  my  letter;  but  what  is  become  of  that  Jew 
God  knows.  Perhaps  fome  of  his  own  nation  have  made 
him  away  privately,  to  prevent  his  turning  muflulman  ; 
for  he  was  unfettled  in  his  religion,  and  if,  amidft  his  wa¬ 
verings,  he  feemed  to  have  any  particular  bias  ftronger 
than  ordinary,  it  was  that  which  inclined  him  to  the 
faith  of  true  believers ;  and  if  he  perifiied  on  this  account, 
we  ought  to  efteem  him  as  a  martyr  of  God  and  his  pro¬ 
phet.  But  I  muft  confefs,  I  that  well  knew  the  Ihallow- 
nefs  and  inconftancy  of  Nathan’s  temper,  with  the  fuper- 
ftitious  attach  which  he  ever  had  for  his  rabbis,  have 
hardly  faith  or  charity  enough  to  believe  his  zeal  for  the 
alcoran  would  carry  him  to  martyrdom  ;  neither  can  I 
forbear  thinking  there  is  fomething  worfe  in  it. 

But  all  this  which  feems  fo  ftrange  to  me,  may  be  well 
known  to  the  minjfters  of  the  auguft  Porte,  by  whofe  or¬ 
der,  perhaps,  he  has  received  a  ft c ret  death,  as  a  chaftife- 
ment  of  fome  crimes  they  have  found  him  guilty  of,  and 
which  they  could  not  inflift  openly,  in  a  country  of  ene¬ 
mies  and  infidels ;  or,  it  may  be,  he  has  privately  with¬ 
drawn  himfelf,  to  prevent  fuch  a  punifhment,  being  con- 
fcious  that  he  deferved  it.  Be  it  how  it  pleafes  God  and 
my  fuperiors,  I  humbly  crave  advice  and  inttruftions  a- 
bout  the  ordering  my  bills  and  other  matters.  Sage  kai- 
macham,  adieu. 

Paris,  6th  of  the  nth  Moon,  of  the  Year  1682. 
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XVIII. — To  Dgnet  Oglou. 

Thi  s  comes  to  thy  hands  by  the  fame  poll  with  one 
to  the  kaimacham  ;  therefore  I  pray  thee  be  quick  in 
executing  the  contents  of  it.  I  have  not  one  friend  in 
the  feraglio  whom  I  dare  trail  with  fuch  a  fecret  ;  thou 
art  my  only  refuge,  at  a  junfture  which  requires  fidelity, 
prudence,  and  a  dexterous  conduct  in  diving  and  fearching 
into  a  certain  myilery,  which,  for  ought  I  know,  may 
concern  my  life. 

To  tell  thee,  in  ihort,  Nathan  Ben  Saddi,  the  fultan’s 
agent  incognito  at  Vienna,  a  Jew  by  defcent  and  religion, 
is,  I  fear,  privately  murdered  by  fome  order  from  the 
divan  ;  but  for  what  reafons  I  know  not,  unlefs  it  were 
in  compliance  with  the  old  maxims  of  the  fublime  Porte, 
which  feldom  fuffer  any  Have  to  go  to  his  fepulchre  in 
peace,  who  has  ferved  the  Grand  Signior  many  years  in 
any  eminent  ilation.  He  has  been  miffed  at  Vienna  thele 
eight  weeks  ;  and  within  a  day  or  two  after  his  firft  ab- 
fence,  the  body  of  a  dead  man  was  found  floating  on  the 
Danube,  but  fo  disfigured  with  wounds,  as  it  could  not 
poffibly  be  known  who  he  was,  which  gives  me  the  great¬ 
er  fufpicion  that  it  was  he  ;  and  if  fo,  I  may  expeft  to 
be  ferved  fo  myfelf  in  a  little  time  ;  for  my  turn  is  next. 

Therefore,  if  thou  hail  any  love  or  friendfhip  for  me, 
be  watchful  on  my  behalf ;  attend  the  whifpers  of  the 
court,  and  obferve  the  language  of  thofe  who  difcourfe 
with  their  fingers  ends :  The  caff  of  the  eye  many  times 
difcovers  the  fecret  fentiments  of  the  heart  ;  fo  does  a 
fhrug  of  the  fhoulder,  a  pout  of  the  lip,  or  any  other  ar¬ 
tificial  gefture  ;  they  are  all  fignificant,  and  expreffive  of 
what  affeftions  and  thoughts  we  harbour  within.  Thou 
knoweft  how  to  aft  the  mute  upon  occafion,  as  well  as  any 
in  the  feraglio;  I  conjure  thee  to  ufe  great  dexterity,  and 
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no  lefs  expedition  in  unravelling  this  fecret ;  feign  to  know 
fomething  more  than  thou  doll,  that  fo  thou  mayeft  really 
learn  what  I  would  have  thee  know  concerning  Nathan’s 
fate,  and  mine  too,  if  pofilble.  Let  no  cold  indifference 
make  thee  negleft  this  due  care  of  thy  friend’s  intereft 
and  life ;  we  were  born  to  ferve  one  another  with  mutual 
zeal  and  fidelity  ;  the  good  offices  thou  doff  me  are  but 
lent,  to  be  repaid  again  with  others,  whenever  opportuni¬ 
ty  prefents  itfelf.  But  thefe  arguments  are  fuperfluous  ; 
thou  needed;  no  fpurs  to  do  a  generous  adtion  ;  I  know 
thou  loveft  me,  and  wilt  be  adlive  at  this  juncture  on  my 
account. 

In  full  and  entire  confidence  of  this,  I  take  my  repofe 
under  the  fhadow  of  the  divine  mercy,  begging  of  God 
to  afford  thee  a  fhelter  in  time  of  peril ;  and  that  when 
thou  and  I  have  weathered  all  the  tempefts  of  this  mortal 
life,  we  may  triumphantly  enter  the  port  of  paradife,  and 
enjoy  one  another  in  eternal  felicity. 

Paris,  6th  of  the  nth  Moon,  of  the  year  1682. 
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